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I have been thinking a lot about legacy and the contributions that make the First Church 
what it is.  It has to do with the passing of a beloved church member and friend, George 
Brandenburg.  George got sick in early September and then passed away 7 days later as a 
result of an infection that his body could not fight.  He was 69 years old.  It has been a very 
long time since the current Chair of the Standing Committee passed away while in office. 
 

I first got to know George well when he volunteered in 2010 to be a part of our Project 
Management Team for our renovation project.  I spent a lot of time with him and the other 
members of the group during our weekly meetings with the architect and contractor and 
our daily check-ins with one another as we monitored the work in progress.  George was a 
cool, smart, charming and fun-loving presence amidst some stressful situations.  Because of 
him, Lynn Taggart, Steve Palmer, Jaime Tanch, Richard L’Heureux, Peter A. Copelas, and 
several others I retained some semblance of my sanity during that year of construction. 
 

Each member of the committee had their own part to play and we seemed to take turns 
“rising to the occasion.”  As a result, there are certain aspects of this project I will always 
associate with George.  Whenever our new, snazzy doorbell / intercom system rings and 
we “buzz” someone into the building, I will think of George.  Whenever I flip on the spot-
lights in the front of the Meetinghouse, I will think of George. (Truth be told, he bought 
them for the church).  Whenever the lights don’t flicker when the elevator is activated, I 
will think of George.  Whenever I look at the new electrical main panel, I will see George 
Brandenburg smiling at me.  This is not to say that I do not “see” others as well as I walk 
around this grand old building.  The longer I am here, the more I realize that this place is 
what it is because of the many contributions like George’s that add up to something greater 
than the sum of their parts. 
 

A building like ours is the product of the passion, donations and talent of our community.   
Every painting on the wall, every piece of furniture, every book and pew cushion, every 
hymnal and yes, each light is there because someone cared about this place and our way of 
being religious.  Like the flower communion we do in May when each of us brings a flower 
to church to share, our building is a “bouquet” of contributions and vision and generosity.  
It is a combined legacy that we leave, some of us earlier than others.  George was a tal-
ented, intelligent and decent man and a good Unitarian Universalist, (to say nothing of be-
ing a world class professor and scientist.)  He was loved and he will be missed.  Our prayers 
and thoughts are with his wife Ellen and their children and family during this time of grief 
and sorrow. 
 

We will remember George, mourn his loss and celebrate his life in a service on October 12.  
George, like many of us, believed in the power of community and thoroughly enjoyed what 
can happen when smart and capable folks come together in the name of liberal religion.  
For the time being, I think Max Burbank said it best when he observed there is a “George 
shaped hole” in our church.  Time will help, but many of us will miss this gentleman for a 
long time to come. 
 

See you in church, 
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October Schedule of Events 
October 6 
 World Communion Sunday Service, 10:30 am   

 Jazz Quartet & Choir  
Standing Committee Retreat, 1pm-5pm 
 

October 12 
 Memorial Service for George Brandenburg, 10:30am  

 

October 13 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 
 Blessing of the Animals, 12:15pm  

 

October 15 
 Monthly Lunch with Pastor, 12:30pm  
 Standing Committee, 7:15 pm 

 

October 18 
 Fall Family Fun Night: Halloween Party, 6:30 pm 

Missing George 
 
This is not a eulogy for my friend George Brandenburg.  Many 
knew him better or longer, and they will speak eloquently.  
What I do want, though, is to ask this question of my commu-
nity:  How will we go on without him?  I’m not saying that we 
can’t; I am sincerely asking us all to think about the “how” of 
it. 
 

To borrow a phrase from Max Burbank (one that he applied to 
his daughter Theo’s absence after she left for college), every-
where I look, I see a George-shaped hole.  George was a bril-
liant man who wore his accomplishments lightly.  He was also 
astonishingly generous with his time and talents, and his con-
tributions to First Church as a leader as well as a worker were 
extraordinary... truly. 
 

So here is an idea, and please don’t think I am being flippant.  
I have recently found myself thinking “What would George 
do?”  I am not trying to sanctify George, or to make fun of the 
WWJD (What would Jesus do?) folks.  I agree that if we all 
modeled our behavior after Jesus the world would get better – 
fast.   I just think that if we can all do something to help fill in 
those many holes that George has left, we will find a good way 
to go on without him.  Think about showing up for a work 
day, start a conversation with a stranger at fellowship, partici-
pate in a committee or a social event at church.  Organize pot-
luck dinners this year, because George isn’t here to make it 
happen.  Pick something that George would have done…and 
do it.  So far it’s the best way I can think of to carry on well 
without him. 
 

Lynn Taggart 

October 20 
 Sunday Service,10:30am 
 Sabbatical Slideshow, 12:30pm  

 

October 23 
 Salem Pantry Bagging, 5pm  

 

October 26 
 Salem Pantry Distribution, 9am 
 Lifebridge Dinner, 4:45pm   

 

October 27 
 Halloween Sunday  Service and RE Halloween Parade, 
10:30am 
 RE Pumpkin Raffle during Fellowship 

 
Looking ahead: 
November 3, Diwali Service  

Around the Parish 
Congratulations to Robyn and Mike Giannopollo upon the 
birth of their first child.  Liza Jane Giannopollo was born on 
September 4.  She was an 8-pound and twenty-inch bundle of 
joy.  Mother and daughter are doing fine.  Best wishes to the 
parents as they now learn to sleep in short increments… 
 

The First Church will be featured on a new program on the 
Travel Channel.  The production crew for “Tales from the 
Church” came to Salem recently and interviewed Jeff Barz-
Snell about the Witch Hysteria and its legacy. 
 

Jeff Barz-Snell participated in a fascinating program on Empa-
thy and 1692 at the House of the Seven Gables last month.  
The event was sponsored by the Salem Award and Human 
Rights Committee, which was founded in 1992 on the 300th 
anniversary of the Witch Hysteria.  To see their terrific work, 
check them out online: http://www.salemaward.org/ 
 

Catherine Bertrand had a birthday recently and had members 
of the church lining up a month early to fete her big milestone.  
While some of us were a month early, we do hope we receive 
“points” for enthusiasm! 
 

The First Church hosted a training for the Essex County 
Community Organization (ECCO) on Sun, Sept 22.  20 differ-
ent churches and synagogues gathered to learn about the cur-
rent signature drive to put state ballot in November 2014 a 
question that would increase the minimum wage and set mini-
mum vacation time for all workers,  ECCO needs to collect 
100,000 signatures for each petition by November 20th in order 
to move the process forward. These issues are crucial to raising 
up families across Massachusetts. The first ballot question 
would raise the minimum wage significantly from $8 an hour up 
to $10.50 an hour and index it to the cost of living, raising 
wages for 600,000 workers in the state. The second ballot ques-
tion would ensure the 1 million workers in the state who don't 
have any sick days the right to earn sick time. 



Page  3 The Herald 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 
World Communion Day 
- Sunday Service, Jazz 
Quartet & Choir, 10:30am 
- Standing Committee 

7  
 
 

8   9  
 

10  
 

11   
 

12 
- Memorial Service for 
George Brandenburg, 
10:30am 

13 
-  Sunday Service, 
10:30am  
- Blessing of the Animals 
- Youth Group, 6:30pm  

14  
  

15 
- Monthly Lunch 
with Pastor, 12pm 
- Standing Cmte,  
   7:15pm 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
- Fall Family Fun  
   Night, 6:30pm 

19 
 

20 
- Sunday Service, 
10:30am 
- Sabbatical Slideshow, 
12:15pm 

21  
 
 
 

22 23 
- Salem Pantry  
Bagging, 5pm 
 
 

24 
 

25 
- Pumpkin Carving, 
TIME TBA 

26 
- Salem Pantry  
Distribution, 9am 
- Lifebridge, 4:45pm 

27Halloween Sunday  
- Sunday Service and 
Annual Parade, 10:30am 
- RE Pumpkin Raffle 
during Fellowship 

28     
 
 

29 30 
 

31 Halloween November 1 
HOORAY! 

 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 3  

From the Standing Committee 
The First Church said good-bye to an important member of our community on Saturday, Sept 14th.  George Brandenburg, 
after a short illness, passed away.  A few days later at the Standing Committee meeting, we made a list of things he did here are 
first church.  George was the current Chair of the Standing Committee, on the Property Committee, organized Potlucks, or-
ganized a field trip to Star Island, organized Standing Committee Retreats, organized the number of people we needed to stand 
on the Fire Escape in the back of the building to ensure it was safe. He was an integral part of the construction project, both in 
the day to day management of the project and on the Master Plan Implementation  
Committee; he helped train the new Sexton; his knowledge of physics helped convince National Grid to update our Electrical 
Panel. To name a few! 
 

After George passed away, I sat thinking about him and crying.  I knew three people who passed away this summer, and I felt 
the loss of him the most.  I didn’t know George all that well, and had a hard time understanding my strong reaction.  Until I 
realized, he was a father figure in this church.  He was a strong, steady presence.  He not only made sure that our building was 
in good working condition, he also  
encouraged us to spend time together and enjoy each other.  My life at church has been touched by George.  For example, 
there are people at the church that I know and enjoy because of the potlucks he organized.  Other members of the Standing 
Committee had similar stories.  I’ve been to Star Island; I joined the Archives committee; I sang in the Choir; I helped at a vol-
unteer clean up day: I felt welcomed here…because of George. What’s your Story? Was your life touched by George?  
 

We are a stronger community because we have been touched, one way or another by George.  We appreciate all that he did for 
this congregation, and we appreciate his wife, Ellen for sharing him with us.   
 

Sincerely, 
Donna Hayes Fritz 
Interim Chair, Standing Committee 
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From Religious Education  
October so soon? Times flies in our busy church school program! We are off and running into October and an exciting 
schedule of special events.  On October 6th we celebrate World Communion Sunday with our traditional bread baking 
event in class. The students bake cornbread, play with dough and listen to some great stories about bread from many 
cultures. This is always a special day and the kids really enjoy participating. 
 
One of our biggest and best loved Religious Education events is our Halloween Family Fun Night (by family, we mean 
our entire First Church family). This year the party will take place on Friday, October 18th from 6:30 to 9:00 pm in Will-
son Hall.  We will have games, crafts, a few pick-up skits, food, kids in cute or funny or super scary costumes and lots 
and lots of fun! Even if you do not have children, please drop by to see what a great party this is! 
 
Our new First Church Youth Group met in September and had a fun evening of socializing, game playing and ice cream.  
The group is planning to meet again on October 13th .  On October 25th the Youth Group is planning  a special pump-
kin carving event. All youth from 7th to 10th grade (+) are invited to be part of this group. See Deb DiGiulio, Patti Roka 
or Carol Hedstrom for more information. You can email RE@firstchurchinsalem.org for more information.  
 
And speaking of pumpkin carving, we will hold our second annual Jack-o-Lantern Silent Auction on Sunday October 
27th. Last year this was a small but successful event. I anticipate this year will be full of Halloween fun. Please feel free to 
carve, paint, or use your imagination on a pumpkin and donate it to the auction. As this event takes place  on the Sunday 
before Halloween, it is the perfect time to bring home that special holiday jack-o-lantern! I hope every household will be 
bidding on their favorite orange work of art! 
 
Our Sunday morning Religious Education classes are off to a great start. First Steps, with John Newhall, is using Picture 
Book Unitarian Universalism, by Katie Covey. Our Explorers class, with Valentina Burbank is also using a curriculum by 
Katie Covey, Picture Book Bible Tales. Find out more about these curricula at www.uure.com .  Our Navigators class, 
with Netrista Khatam, is learning about climate change with lessons inspired from the UUA Climate Change and Relig-
ion  lesson plans. See it here: http://www.uua.org/environment/climate/curriculum/index.shtml   Our 7th through 9th 
Graders are doing a very special Coming of Age year with Denise Granniss. Soon we will be asking folks to act as men-
tors this wonderful group of about 17 students! This is a great group of students and we are thrilled to offer this Coming 
of age program to them. 
 
Teaching religious education is truly an expression of faith and I applaud and acknowledge the dedication of all our 
teachers and volunteers. 
 
Happy Halloween! 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

Jack-o-Lantern Silent Auction 
October 27, 2012 
To be held during Fellowship  
Talented and not so talented jack-o-lantern creators are all equally welcome to 
donate a pumpkin creation for our first Jack-o-Lantern Silent Auction. The  
auction is to support special projects for our Religious Education students.  
Carve or paint a pumpkin and drop off at church on or before Sunday, October 
27. See Deb DiGiulio with any questions. 
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From Henny Penny 
 

 Greetings All, 
 
We can’t believe we’re heading into October al-
ready.   Barbara and I are so proud of the children (and 
parents!) for their surprisingly quick adjustment to our 
morning program.   
 
We’re excited to announce that Jessica Arno, a student 
teacher from Salem State University, will be joining us this 
fall.  Here’s a little bit of information about her: 
 
Hello, my name is Jessica. I am twenty years old and I am currently 
studying Early Childhood Education atSalem State University. I 
grew up in Salem and I am proud to say that after about sixteen 
years I have theprivilege of returning to Henny Penny as I used to be 
a student here. I really enjoy working directly with thekids, doing 
hands on activities and being creative. I hope that being back at 
Henny Penny will give me theopportunity to learn and gain experi-
ence in a great environment. I am excited to get started and I am 
lookingforward to meeting all of you and the kids! 
 
The Henny Penny Open House took place in late Septem-
ber.   This was an opportunity to hear about our program 
in detail (philosophy, curriculum, opportunities to volun-
teer, special events) and ask questions.  It was also a pleas-
ure to have Donna Fritz join us as both a parent and 
church representative.  She offered a brief overview to the 
remarkable religious education program here at First 
Church and encouraged parents to reach out to her if they 
were interested in learning more about adult and children's 
programming. 
 
Our Parent Tea is scheduled in the first week 
of  October.  A big THANK YOU to Kelly Cahill, Vir-
ginia’s mom, who has kindly offered to coordinate this 
event.  This is a chance for parents to meet one another 
and enjoy quiet company & coffee with the pitter-patter of 
little feet upstairs.  Children who don't ordinarily attend 
school on the day of the parent tea are invited join us up-
stairs for the duration of the event.   
 
Enjoy this lovely fall season with those you hold dear. 
 
Kerry and Barbara 
 
            

From the Music Director 
 
It’s hard to believe that we’re coming to the end of Sep-
tember and the First Church year is in full swing. O 
happy fall! Our choir has had two successful Sundays to 
date and things are moving along nicely. Everyone is 
working hard to put on a happy face but the loss of 
choir member and dear friend George Brandenburg 
wears heavy on our hearts as we continue to contem-
plate the tragedy of his passing. We can only look for-
ward now to celebrating his wonderful life at a special 
memorial service to be held on October 12. There will 
be a special focus on music as George was very much a 
part of the musical scene in Salem since his arrival here 
just a few years ago. It did seem that we had known him 
forever.  
 
The next big event on our calendar, and it’s a first, the 
choir will be joining forces with Russell Lane’s fabulous 
jazz group for a big bash jazz Sunday service on Octo-
ber 6th. Don’t miss it. This collaboration should prove 
most interesting and worship will certainly reach a big 
high.  
 
Also on our calendar as of this writing, though it will 
have passed when you receive your newsletter is the 
First Church Committee Fair on Sunday, September 
29th. We hope that many of you will have taken the time 
to visit our Music and Worship table to meet members 
of our committee and chat about music in general at 
First Church. 
 
Let us not forget that it’s October and, in Salem, that 
always means a special send-off into November known 
as HALLOWEEN! Be there or be square and join our 
own Dr. Rose Wolfe who will regale us with witchly 
tales as they relate to UU principles and delve into eerie 
areas (no pun intended!!!) all in the spirit of All Hallows 
Eve. 
 
See you in church (or is it at coven)? 
Paul Madore 
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Stewardship Update 
 

Year-to-date Member and Friend Contributions 
 

Through the 4th Sunday in September (9/22/13), the church has received the following Member and Friend contributions as 
compared to the same weeks in 2012 and 2011: 
 

  2013-14  $14,656  15% toward our 2013-14 giving goal of $100,000 
  2012  $11,694  12% of total 2012 giving of $93,847 
  2011  $9,837  12% of total 2011 giving of $85,392 
 

Just a quick reminder that the church’s new fiscal year started on July 1st, so these numbers reflect giving since then.  It is nice to 
see that we are off to such a great start! 
 

The Standing Committee budgeted an aggressive goal of $100,00 in member and friend contributions this year to help support 
the work and ministry of the church.  We haven’t reached $100,000 in giving at First Church before, but we feel this is the year 
we can do it!  The church has a lot of great momentum with Jeff back from Sabbatical, significant improvements to our building 
due to our recent renovations, an energetic new sexton, and a growing membership. 
 

2013-14 Pledging 
 

Pledging is an important part of being an active participant at First Church. 
 

Before the church went into “summer mode”, the Stewardship Committee began collecting pledge cards for the new fiscal year.  
As of last week, we have collected 66 pledge cards representing about $72,000 in pledges.  Last year, we received a total of 83 
pledge cards representing about $83,000 in pledges.  We would love to meet or exceed last year’s results. 
 

A big THANK YOU to those who have already returned their pledge cards!  But for those of you who haven’t had a chance to 
send in your pledge card yet, IT’S NOT TOO LATE!  If you have misplaced your form, please contact a member of the Stew-
ardship Committee (names below), e-mail us at (stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org) or contact the church office. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Bill Henning        Steve Palmer Nancy TenBroeck Marlene Warner 

Capital Campaign Update 
The Capital Campaign committee is excited to be entering a new stage of the campaign process- recognition. Design ideas are 
currently being discussed and will be brought to the standing committee in October for approval. This means we are down to the 
final moments for members and friends to contribute to the extraordinary renovation project begun in May 2011, which ex-
panded our space, reduced our carbon footprint and made our building open and accessible to all. 
 
As of June 2013, pledges and gifts combined totaled approximately $305,000 with a few more pledges still coming in. After much 
discussion by the Capitol Campaign and Standing committees it was decided that names will be recognized in a permanent art 
installation and those names will not be tied individually to donation amounts. Those who gave now and in the previous cam-
paign of 2002 will be acknowledged. 
 
We are trying to finalize the list of people to be recognized.  If you wish to be included and have not yet made a pledge or gift, 
please speak to a member of the Capital Campaign Committee soon.  
 
It is an exciting time as this Capitol Campaign comes to a close and we want everyone to be a part of it! Please don’t hesitate; if 
you have any questions, call the office to be put in touch with a Capitol Campaign member. 
 
Gift and Pledge levels received 
Under $100  5 gifts   
$100 – 499:  1 gift 
$500 – 999  4 gifts 
$1,000 - 4,999  20 gifts 
$5,000 - 9,999  9 gifts 
$10,000 - 24,000  6 gifts 
$25,000 and up  3 gifts 
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LIFEBRIDGE 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volunteer to shop or to serve in September. 

Ellen Brandenburg 
Duncan Cox 
Claire Donaldson 
Chris Finn 
Richard & Joan Hannah 
Alan Hanscom 
Russell Lane 
Richard L'heureux 
Lynn Taggart 
 

Volunteers are needed on a monthly basis at Lifebridge. Members and friends of the First Church serve dinner once a 
month—on the fourth Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. You can help out by shopping, or serving dinner that night, or both—the 
choice is yours! Contact Duncan Cox to volunteer coxes3@verizon.net. 

O P P O R T U N I T E S  T O  S E R V E  &  A C K N O L W E D G E M E N T S  

FELLOWSHIP 
Fellowship is looking for a few new members so if you like people and food, please email Alicia at 
msdiozzi@yahoo.com to find out more about joining Fellowship.  We are looking for hosts as we head into the Fall, so 
please email for information on that as well.  What better way to get to know your First Church neighbors and make 
new friends?  Looking forward to clinking blue and white cups with you soon. You can still also sign up to host Fellow-
ship by leaving your contact information on the sign up sheet in the Barnard Room following services on Sunday.  
 

Thank you to our September Fellowship hosts: Mary Krigbaum, Liv Radue, Brenda Marean, Robin Haynes 
and Donna Fritz and the Standing Committee.  
Sign up online by going to the First Church website and clicking on the Sign Up Genius for Fellowship.  

FLOWERS 
Sign up to provide flowers for our services in October and beyond. Special wording can be placed in our weekly Order of 
Service in honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemorate an important event. You can use the church florist for a 
cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrangements can be simple or elaborate — the choice is yours! Sign up online by 
going to the First Church website [www.firstchurchinsalem.org] and clicking on the Sign Up Genius for Flowers.  

Committee Fair 
The Committee Fair was a great success!  We had 16 Committees at the Fair.  We had a great time talking with everyone about what we 
do here at First Church and how we each share our own special talents with the congregation.  
 

A special thank you to each of the Committee Chairs and our Administrator, Catherine and our Sexton Fabio Chacon for their help in 
making the day a success.  The Standing Committee developed this goal last fall and it was a true team effort to pull the day together and 
get the information out to everyone.  
 

If you were unable to attend, but had an interest in learning about one or more of the committees, please email Donna at 
dlhayes44@hotmail.com or check out the individual Committee Fliers at the back of the church. 
 

The Standing Committee, 
Jessica Kane, Don Glover, Donna Fritz (interim Chair), Richard Hannah, Bob Soucy, Carol Hedstrom, Jim Ognibene, and John Wathne 
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Family fun night  
Halloween party 
Friday, October 18, 6:30pm 

Come in costume and  
be ready for some spooky fun.   
We will have games, crafts  
and some special surprises.  

Requested donations  
of $5/person or $10/family  
for pizza being provided.  

Thank you!!! 

Sunday, October 6 
World Communion Sunday & Bread Baking 
Jazz Service  
 
Join us for an annual tradition of holding a com-
munion service and baking cornbread on the larg-
est worldwide ecumenical event during the church 
year.  This first Sunday in October, churches of all 
different types and traditions will hold a commun-
ion ritual each according to their own styles and 
preferences.   Even "refugees" from other traditions 
who have joined the First Church find this to be a 
joyful and affirming experience. 
Russell Lane will also be leading a jazz trio and the 
First Church Choir will be singing.  
 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


