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A Legacy to Celebrate 
 
On Sunday, September 23, the First Church took the final step towards becoming an 
official Welcoming Congregation.  This designation is provided to all UU churches 
that have met all the requirements of being a community that welcomes gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered people.  Over the last few years, we have gained the 
wholehearted approval of the congregation,  hosted a series of programs on LGTB 
issues, and conducted a rigorous evaluation of our publications and programs,  all 
with the goal of attaining this designation.  The last piece occurred then last Sunday 
when we held a special meeting of the congregation to approve the proposal to add 
a non-discrimination clause to our By-laws.  The vote was unanimous and the cele-
bration during Fellowship Hour was terrific. 
 
I want to thank those church members who served on the Welcoming Congregation 
Committee and led us through the process we followed over the course of what has 
been three years.  This includes Jessica Kane, Mike Mascolo, Trish Newhall, Tommy 
Leon, Nicole McLaughlin and Claire Donaldson.  Their contributions and leadership 
are very much appreciated. 
 
On one hand such a vote does not change one bit who we are as a congregation and 
community of faith.  I am proud that the First Church has been quietly welcoming 
gay and lesbian couples for a comparatively very long time.  On the other hand, a 
vote like this is important because we are definitively declaring to all those who 
choose to pay attention who we are and what values we espouse. 
 
In the end, I think there is enormous value and “symbolic” power in the “Old Salem 
Church” attaining this designation.  The most famous chapter in our long history is a 
case study in religious fanaticism and intolerance.  For some people here in Salem 
and even for some individuals far away from our geographic borders, there is an op-
portunity for healing that comes from knowing that the “Salem Church of Old” now 
officially welcomes everyone.  What a marvelous legacy of which to be a part.  In 
that respect, I was very proud indeed to be the Pastor of this congregation last Sun-
day.  We are a people with full of charity and hospitality with much to share with 
one another and with the larger community. 
 
See you in church,  
 
 

Minister’s Musings  Also  in  this  i ssue:  
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The Ames Covenant 

In the love of truth  
and the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God  
and the service of humankind. 
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October Schedule of Events 

October 2 
 Alliance, 12pm 
 RE Committee, 7pm 

 

October 7 
 World Communion Sunday Service, 10:30 am   

 Jazz Quartet 
 

October 9 
  Alliance, 12pm 

 

October 11 
 Standing Committee, 7:15 pm 

 

October 14 
 Blessing of the Animals, 10:30am 

 OWL, 5:30pm  

 

October 16 
 Alliance, 12pm  

 

October 19 
 Fall Family Fun Night: Halloween Party, 6:30 pm 

 

October 21 
 Sunday Service,10:30am 
 OWL, 5:30pm  

 

October 23 
 Alliance, 12pm  

 

October 24 
 Salem Pantry Bagging, 5pm  

 

October 27 
 Salem Pantry Distribution, 9am 
 Lifebridge Dinner, 4:45 pm 

 

October 28 
 MPIC, 9:15am 
 Halloween Sunday  Service and RE Halloween Parade, 
10:30am 

 OWL, 5:30pm 

 

October 30 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 

Looking Ahead — 
 

November 4 
 Annual All Souls Day Candlelighting Service to remember 
dearly departed loved ones, 10:30 am 

 

 

Small-Group Potlucks -Sign Up for November 
 
Two years ago we had a successful program of small-group pot 
luck dinners at members' homes. These dinners gave people a 
chance to meet and talk with other members of the church in an 
informal, relaxed setting. The groups were formed randomly so 
that people met with a cross section of church members. Some 
groups included both adults and children. 
 

We are starting a new round of dinners this November after the 
Halloween rush. The host(s) for the dinner will be responsible 
for timing, what to bring, etc. The only official order of business 
for each group will be to schedule a second dinner some time in 
the New Year. 
 

To participate in one of these groups please fill out the form 
below and return it by email to george.brandenburg@me.com, 
or drop in by the Church Office. All you need to do is mark the 
dates when you would be able to attend or possibly host a din-
ner. You'll then be notified by email about the location and date 
of your dinner group. 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP BEFORE OCTOBER 10, especially if you 
are able to be a host. This way dinner groups can be formed be-
fore everyone's calendars fill up. Both newcomers as well as 
small-group veterans are encouraged to join in. If you do sign up 
after October 10 it should still be possible to add you to a group. 
__________________________________________________ 

 
SMALL GROUP POTLUCK SIGNUP FORM 
Return to george.brandenburg@me.com or Church 

Office by OCTOBER 10 
 

Adult(s): 
 
Children (and ages): 
 
Phone: 
 
Email: 
 
Please put a number by each of the dates below: 
3 = able to host potluck including small children that evening 
2 = willing to host a small group potluck that evening 
1 = able to attend potluck that evening 
0 or blank = busy that evening 
 
Friday Nov 2: 
 

Sunday Nov 4: 
 

Friday Nov 9: 
 

Sunday Nov 11: 
 

Friday Nov 16: 
 

Sunday Nov 18: 



Page  3 The Herald 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
      

1 2 
- Alliance, 12pm 
- RE Committee, 7pm 

3 4 5 6 
 

7 World Communion Day 
- Sunday Service, Jazz Quartet 
 
 

8   9  
- Alliance, 12pm 

10  
 

11   
- Standing Cmte,  
   7:15pm 

12 13 
 

14 Blessing of the Animals 
-  Sunday Service, 10:30am  
- OWL, 5:30pm  
 
 

15 16 
- Alliance, 12pm 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
- Fall Family Fun  
   Night, 6:30pm 

20 
 

21  
- Sunday Service, 10:30am 
- OWL, 5:30pm  
 
 

22 23 
- Alliance, 12pm 
 
 

24 
- Salem Pantry  
Bagging, 5pm 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
- Salem Pantry  
Distribution, 9am 
- Lifebridge, 4:45pm 

28 Halloween Sunday  
- MPIC, 9:15am  
- Sunday Service and Annual 
Parade, 10:30am 
- OWL, 5:30pm  

29 30 
- Alliance, 12pm 

31 Halloween    

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 2  

Around the Parish 
 
Bill Henning has accepted a new position as a Commercial Loan Officer at Beverly Cooperative Bank.  
He will be working out of the Salem branch.  Our "condolences" to him on his significantly shorter com-
mute, as compared to his previous position in Brookline!  What will he do with all that extra time? 
 
Barbara Maitland has opened up her own investment firm here in Salem.  Her new offices are located in 
the Derby Square building that looks out onto the side of Old Town Hall.  Feel free to ask her about her new 
company. 
 
Peter A. Copelas participated in this year's Race to the Beach as part of the Salem Academy Team.  The 200 mile road race begins 
in northern New Hampshire and ends at Hampton Beach each year. 
 
Jeff Barz-Snell lost his father, Dr. Philip A. Snell, in early September.  His father passed away within two weeks of having a mas-
sive stroke.  Our condolences to him and his family. 
 
Lynn Taggart is convalescing after having her knee "scoped."  Perhaps she will join Peter A. Copelas (see above) in next year's 
Race to the Beach! 
 
Dick Elliot is now back at home after a stay at Grosvenor Park.  Perhaps we will see him at Red's soon. 
 
Do you have a life event you would like to see in Around the Parish?  To have something included, simply contact the Church Office 
or the Minister. 
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From Religious Education  RE CALENDAR FALL/WINTER 
 

October 14, 10:30am 
Blessing of the Animals  
5:30pm: OWL 
 

October 19, 6:30pm 
Family Fun Night Halloween Party 
 

October 21, 5:30pm 
OWL  
 

October 28, 10:30am 
Halloween Sunday Service and Halloween 
Parade 
 

November 4 & 11, 5:30pm 
OWL 
 

November 18, 10:45am  
Thanksgiving Sunday 
 

November 25 
Pageant Casting  
 

December 2&9, 5:30pm 
OWL 
 

December 23, 10:30am  
Pageant Sunday 

October at the First Church promises to be as exciting and 
busy as ever. We have our tradition for World Communion 
Sunday, October 7, when our children bake cornbread to-
gether in the downstairs kitchen. October 19th is our fabu-
lous Halloween Party. This year we will hold the party in 
our newly refreshed Willson Hall at 6:30 pm.  We will have 
games and crafts and a few special surprises! This event is 
open to all our members and friends, so be sure to drop by. 
 
A new event this year will be our Jack-o-Lantern silent auc-
tion. The silent auction will take place during Fellowship on 
October 21. Religious Education will use the funds raised to 
support some exciting special projects for our students, in-
cluding a Kiva microloan project for the Middle school stu-
dents and a worm bin project for the younger classes! So get 
out your carving tools and your creativity and carve up 
some spooky fun pumpkins for a good cause! 
 
Our students have been working hard and having fun in 
their Religious Education groups. The First Steps class is 
learning about being good to each other through the Arthur 
children’s series by Marc Brown. The explorers are learning 
about the Seven UU principles, and the Navigators and 
Middle school groups are learning about indigenous peoples 
of the Americas. 
 
Speaking of our Religious Education classes I want to ac-
knowledge the dedication of our Sunday morning teachers. 
We have a  talented group of folks who spend their Sunday 
mornings in class with our students; Valentina Burbank, 
Max Burbank, Netrista Khatam, and Theadora Burbank, 
with Denise Granniss currently working on a Bridging pro-
gram soon to be unveiled for our graduating  seniors.  
 
Teaching Religious education is truly an expression of faith 
and really  quite fun and rewarding. Please speak to any of 
the above mentioned teachers or to me about joining us on 
Sunday mornings. A commitment of just a few Sundays is 
welcome! 
 
Happy October! 
 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Jack-o-Lantern Silent Auction 
October 21, 2012 

To be held during Fellowship  
Talented and not so talented jack-o-lantern creators 
are all equally welcome to donate a pumpkin creation 
for our first Jack-o-Lantern Silent Auction. The auc-
tion is to support special pro-
jects for our Religious Educa-
tion students.  Carve or paint a 
pumpkin and drop off at church 
on or before Sunday, October 
21. See Deb DiGiulio with any 
questions. 
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From Henny Penny 
 

Greetings all, 
  
The children and families have adjusted wonderfully to 
our morning routine, drop off and pick up.  We cannot 
believe that September is behind us!  Our month was filled 
with a host of parent paperwork, gym with Miss Joan, a 
walk to the Salem Public Library, Parent Tea, lots of paint-
ing, circle time, free play, exploration at the sand/water & 
playdough tables, clean up, songs & fingerplays, gluing, 
cutting, pasting, bathroom trips, snacktime, music & 
movement, instruments, puppet shows, storytime . . you 
name it:  we did it!  It is fair to say that we are ALL enjoy-
ing the expanded space of newly painted classrooms and 
many updates.  It feel so good to be home.  
  
The children have also had the opportunity to informally 
meet some of the staff at  First Church . . . Reverend Jeff, 
Miss Deb in RE and Mr. Phil aka "Mr. Fix-It" who visited 
our classroom with his screw driver and had many eager 
helpers!  We'll be seeking out Miss Catherine, Mr. Paul and 
Miss Kobe next, so tune in. 
  
Coming up in October will be a visit from Storyteller Mr. 
Eric and our annual Halloween Party at the end of the 
month.  
  
Thank you so much for your support in all that we 
do!  Have a fantastic month of October with your friends 
and family. 
  
Kerry Martin & Barbara Hermann 

A Reminder from the First Church 
Property Committee: 
 

To all key holders: Construction is over and the security 
system (burglar alarm) is in use again.  Please follow 
these guidelines for securing the building: 
 

• If you unlock the church for a committee meeting, 
please make sure someone in the group will be lock-
ing up and setting the security alarm. 

 

• If you are unlocking the church to let an outside 
group meet such as AA, Garden Club, Salem Thea-
ter, Visiting Nurses, etc., you must stay at the church 
until somebody arrives. You are also responsible for 
making sure the building is locked and the alarm is 
set after everyone leaves. 

 

• Never leave the church unlocked and unattended. 
Never. Not even for "five minutes". 

 

• Do not give the alarm code or password to any out-
side parties. (The alarm can be set without using the 
code - please see the instructions on the alarm key-
pad.) 

 

Thanks for making First Church a safe place for all. 
 

Jamie Tanch 

Lifebridge Fundraiser at NSMT 
 

Thursday, November 8 6pm-11pm 
 

See the North Shore Music Theatre’s 
production of Guys and Dolls and sup-
port Lifebridge. Tickets are $75 and in-
clude a preshow reception, the show and 
silent auction.  
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Stewardship Update 
 
First, we are very pleased and excited to welcome Marlene Warner as the newest member of the Steward-
ship Committee!  She offers a great number of personal and professional skills that will help the committee in 
its role as the church’s “stewards” of giving.  
 
Contribution Statements through September 
We will be mailing an updated statement to all members and friends reflecting your individual contributions 
through the end of September.  You should see these statements by the middle of October.  If you don’t re-
ceive a statement or think that there might be a discrepancy, please don’t hesitate to contact the Stewardship 
Committee at stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org.   
 
Giving Made Easy! 
First, the Stewardship Committee wants to send a very sincere THANK YOU to the many members and 
friends of First Church who are now using online bill payment to make their pledge contributions and/or 
their Capital Campaign contributions via the mail! 
 
If you aren’t using online bill payment, IT’S NOT TOO LATE!  You too can make your life and the life of 
the church a little easier by using the online bill payment feature provided by most banks in connection with 
your personal checking account.  Many of you probably use online banking to track your account balances, 
transfer money between accounts or research a check, but did you know that by using the online bill payment 
feature to send a check to the church on a consistent, recurring basis it helps both of us?   For the church, it 
eases the “ups and downs” of giving by providing a more consistent flow of cash.  For you it means not hav-
ing to find your checkbook, write a check or try to find your giving envelopes while you are rushing around 
trying to get ready for church on Sunday mornings.  Try it, you’ll like it!  If you have any questions about set-
ting up a recurring online bill payment, please contact the Stewardship Committee at  
stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
 
Update on Member and Friend Contributions 
Through the 4th Sunday in September, the church has received the following Member and Friend contribu-
tions compared to the same periods in 2011 and 2010: 
 
 2012  $55,205 61% to our 2012 giving goal of $90,000 
 2011  $54,424 64% of total 2011 giving of $85,392 
 2010  $52,766 62% of total 2010 giving of $85,060 
 
Despite being out of our meetinghouse for much of the church year, we are amazingly close to last year’s giv-
ing levels.  Thank you to everyone who has kept up with their annual giving.   In order to reach our an-
nual giving goal of $90,000, we are slightly behind where we should be.  We are at 61% of our goal, but 
should be closer to 64%.  We are hoping that our exciting return to our newly painted meetinghouse will im-
prove this! 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Robyn Giannopolo  Bill Henning  Steve Palmer  Marlene Warner 
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Master Plan Committee Update 
In September at a joint meeting of the MPIC, Property, and Vestry committees with the Project Management Team, it was agreed 
that the PMT had completed its task admirably and could be retired with our profound thanks.  We’re sure that Reverend Barz-
Snell, George Brandenburg, Peter Copelas, Richard L’heureux, Lynn Taggart, and Jamie Tanch can find several useful and gratify-
ing ways to occupy the many, many hours that they will regain now that the Phase 1.5 renovation project is complete! 
 

At the same meeting, it was also agreed that the MPIC would maintain and publish a complete list of open and completed tasks 
going forward.  This list will allow any member to add a task through our First Church google.docs group.  It will capture the full 
picture of maintenance and repair activities to assist in budgeting and planning, and will provide a record of tasks completed for 
future reference.  This will be available in October. 
 

Thanks very much to the many who helped out in cleaning the sanctuary following the removal of scaffolding, and preparing the 
church for Homecoming on September 9th.  If you were unable to join us, don’t despair!  We’ll have many future opportunities for 
everyone to demonstrate his/her talents. 
 

Thanks very much 
 

Master Planning Implementation Committee 
Dave Helen, Paul Madore, Betty Nichols, Steve Palmer 

Capital Campaign Update 

The members of the capital campaign hope you have had a 
chance to experience the results of an ambitious project – the  
beautiful renovation of our historic meetinghouse . It has ful-
filled many aspirations including making the building accessi-
ble to all, reducing our energy consumption and expanding 
space for our RE program - to name just a few. And we 
learned that not all the benefits of the project turned out to be 
tangible.  

 
The name we chose for our capital campaign was “Building on 
Our Community, Ideals and Faith” and it fits now, more than 
ever, because what we did was so much deeper than renovat-
ing a building; this project has strengthened our community. It 
was a little surprising to discover the extraordinary experience 
it was to clean and paint, to pack and unpack china, to move 
furniture, to read engineering studies and to make decisions 
with each other in order to build something we believe in. 
Though the work in the physical space is complete, we con-
tinue the process of building our community and sharing in 
the happiness that comes from living our values.  Part of that 
process can be making a financial pledge towards our original 
goal of $300,000. 
 
On the accompanying table you can see the total pledged to 
date is approximately $210,000. The table breaks down the 
additional gifts needed to reach that goal. It is important to 
mention that while this was a realistic amount for our cam-
paign, it doesn’t represent the total cost of the finished project. 
Therefore, any additional money raised will reduce the result-
ing heavy burden on the endowment that could impact pro-
gramming next year.  
 

In the next few weeks, committee members will be reaching out 
to you, to talk with you about the church and answer or re-
search questions you have. If it feels right, consider making a 
pledge that is deeply satisfying to you. But even if you cannot 
pledge at this time, please have that conversation, which by the 
very fact of its occurrence will strengthen our community. 
 
Nicole McLaughlin and Denise Granniss 
for the Capital Campaign Committee 
 

Gift Update 
 

Amount  # of Gifts Needed # Pledged or Given 

25,000   1   2 

15,000   4   4 (3x20,000) 

10,000   5   3 

7,500   6   2 

5,000   12   6 

3,000   13   6 

1,000   16   4 

Under 1,000  (many)   5 

300,000  Total pledged / given to date is  

   approximately $210,000 
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First Church Becomes A Welcoming Congregation  
Following  the service on September 23 the congregation voted to amend the wording of the bylaws to use 
more inclusive language as part of our application to be listed as a Welcoming Congregation with the UUA. 
The photos below document the event. A thank you to Claire Donaldson for all her work on the application 
process.  

Thomas MacDonald, William Henning and 
Rev. Jeff Barz‐Snell with the Pride Flag.  

Rev. Jeff Barz‐Snell and Chris Finn ready 
the Pride Flag for raising.  

The flag flies at the First 
Church.  

[Below] Tommy Leon and Don Glover 
provided a lovely array of cupcakes 
[above] for the celebration. 
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LIFEBRIDGE 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volunteer to shop or to serve in September. 

Duncan Cox, Alan Hanscom, Russell Lane, Richard L'heureux, Shava Nerad, Steve, Katherine, and Hannah 
Palmer, Lynn Taggart 
 

Volunteers are needed on a monthly basis at Lifebridge. Members and friends of the First Church serve dinner once a 
month—on the fourth Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. You can help out by shopping, or serving dinner that night, or both—the 
choice is yours! Contact Duncan Cox to volunteer coxes3@verizon.net. 

O P P O R T U N I T E S  T O  S E R V E  

FELLOWSHIP 
Fellowship is looking for a few new members so if you like people and food, please email Alicia at 
msdiozzi@yahoo.com to find out more about joining Fellowship.  We are looking for hosts as we head into the Fall, so 
please email for information on that as well.  What better way to get to know your First Church neighbors and make 
new friends?  Looking forward to clinking blue and white cups with you soon. You can still also sign up to host Fellow-
ship by leaving your contact information on the sign up sheet in the Barnard Room following services on Sunday.  
 

Thank you to our September Fellowship hosts: The Granniss Family, Alan Towne, Rick Belejack, Charlene 
Long, Don Glove, Tommy Long, The Pini Family, The McLaughlin-Waxman Family and The Veno Family.  

FLOWERS 
Sign up to provide flowers for our services in October and beyond. Special wording can be placed in our weekly Order of 
Service in honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemorate an important event. You can use the church florist for a 
cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrangements can be simple or elaborate — the choice is yours! See the sign up 
sheet in the Barnard Room on Sundays during Fellowship, or contact the church office if you have questions: 978-744-1551/
firstchurch@nii.net 

From the Archives   
It was interesting to see the Archives leave the First Church over the spring into offsite storage. We did that in order to maintain 
ultimate security for the holdings of the Archives during construction, a time that can be a bit insecure. Thanks to all of those 
who helped with the move of the most critical records series and holdings into the Fortress, and also to those who moved the 
20th Century materials into the Meetinghouse. It was a really tough job. Now the Archives are back in their old spot, the former 
storage room and office. 

Although the plan was to put the Archives elsewhere in the building, that hasn’t happened yet. And so I owe a further thanks to 
those who cleaned and painted the Archives Storage Room and Office and made it ready for the return of our records! It was 
really difficult to stave off reference requests during the time when the records were not very accessible, but most folks were very 
patient and I am now all caught up on the reference backlog. 
 

We also had a visit from Sid Berger, Philips Library Director at the PEM to discuss our options for dealing with some of the less 
rare books in the collection. He was able to identify some materials of very low value and make some suggestions for low-cost 
environmental improvements, which we are putting in place. Namely, we have installed a de-humidifer that runs constantly to 
keep down the humidity in the storage room, something we had been talking about for a long time, and we will be hanging plastic 
in the storage room to cut down the chance that the live water pipes overhead could cause damage to any Archival collections. 
We still need to pursue having a complete collections survey on our rare books. 
 

Also, we have had an expression of interest from the PEM in collecting any materials we might like to donate to their Archives 
and Manuscript Collections. That makes two, along with our formal letter of interest from Harvard Divinity School, the collec-
tion of record for all local Unitarian historical collections. The Archives Committee, which has been on hiatus for a bit is now 
recruiting. If you are interested in joining up, to help participate in some of these important deliberations, please let Catherine 
know. 



THE HERALD 

One of the Oldest Protestant Churches 
Gathered in North America, since 1629 

A Publication of 
The First Church in Salem, Unitarian 
316 Essex Street 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970 
 
Phone and Fax: 978-744-1551 
Email: firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com  
www.firstchurchinsalem.org 

Minister: Reverend Jeffrey Barz-Snell 

Director of Music:  L. Paul Madore 
Director of Religious Education: Deb DiGiulio 

Chair of the Standing Committee: Chris Granniss  
Director of Henny Penny: Kerry Martin 

Archivist: Kristin Kobialka 

Administrator: Catherine Bertrand 
Sexton: Phil Currier  

Family fun night  
Halloween party 
Friday, October 19, 6:30pm 

Come in costume and  
be ready for some spooky fun.   
We will have games, crafts  
and some special surprises.  

Requested donations  
of $5/person or $10/family  
for pizza being provided.  

Thank you!!! 

Sunday, October 7 
World Communion Sunday & Bread Baking 
Jazz Service  
 
Join us for an annual tradition of holding com-
munion service and baking cornbread on the larg-
est ecumenical event in the world.  This first Sunday 
in October, churches of all different types and tradi-
tions will hold a communion ritual each according 
to their own styles and preferences.   Even 
"refugees" from other traditions who have joined 
the First Church find this to be a joyful and affirm-
ing experience. 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


