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I’m sitting here on Memorial Day Eve hoping several things: that it will warm up soon so I 
can go down to our boat, that the pollen will subside so I can breathe normally once again, 
and that Rev. Jeff will have a smooth flight this week back to his family and to his faithful con-
gregation. 
 

For me Memorial Day has always marked the beginning of summer just as Labor Day marks 
the end. Forget about the solstices and equinoxes as markers – they just don’t seem to happen 
at the right time. And being a numbers geek I always have fun figuring out that there are ex-
actly fourteen glorious weeks between these two holidays (except when June 1 falls on a Mon-
day, which happens every seven years or so, and then there are fifteen weeks!). 
What are you planning to do with those fourteen weeks of summer? Of course most of you 
will have to work, but at least you won’t be leaving home and coming back in the dark. And 
maybe you can take Friday or Monday off and spend a long weekends at the beach or a lake. 
Hopefully you’ll also have more time to so some of the following: happily tend your garden, 
take the kids swimming every day the sun is out, spend some time swinging in a hammock, 
read some good books you’ve been saving, pack up and go see how your relatives are doing, 
or just take it easy and enjoy evenings where the sun sets around 8pm. I’m sure for most of us 
summer is a combination of many pleasures. 
 

Even though we are retired, Ellen and I always look forward to summer. Not having to worry 
about coats and not feeling so stiff in the morning is a good start. But for us summer is also a 
time of spending more time with those we love. This June we’ll make a ten-day, three-state 
jaunt out west to see friends, cousins, siblings, and kids. And in August we’ll spend time on 
our sailboat exploring the islands and bays of the Maine coast and visiting friends along the 
way. When we moved to Salem not so many years ago, it was clear that there was sailing in our 
future, and it is now something that we’ve both come to love. 
 

At the end of July we’ll make our annual pilgrimage to Star Island, the UU conference and 
retreat center off the coast of New Hampshire, where we attend International Affairs week. 
There we’ll see long time friends, sit in rocking chairs looking out over the harbor, educate 
ourselves a bit, and attend chapel each day in the stone building on top of the hill. It’s out sin-
cerest hope that other First Church people will have the opportunity to discover Star and 
spend time there (like the Hannahs did last year)! 
 

And then the fourteen weeks of summer will be over. But a new church year will begin – a 
year when we won’t have to think about renovations or sabbaticals! I’m looking forward to 
having Rev Jeff back and to carrying on with our excellent church programs. I also hope we’ll 
be trying out some new things. What would you like to see happen: church wide dinners in 
Willson Hall, more music and drama, increased focus on issues such as the environment and 
human rights,…? Committed people can make new ideas a reality! 
 

However, this church year still has a month to go starting this coming Sunday with Jeff’s re-
turn and our annual picnic, and ending on June 30 with the completion of our Stewardship 
campaign for next year. So Memorial Day will be behind us but don’t go away just yet – we 
need your ongoing support! 
 
      Standing Committee Chair 2013-14 
        

Musings 
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Schedule of Events 
 

June 2 
 10:30am, Sunday Service 
 Church Picnic 
 12:30pm Bible as Lit 

 

June 9 
 9:15am, MPIC Meeting 
 10:30am, Sunday Service 

 

June 13 
 8am, Henny Penny Graduation  

 

June 16: FATHER’S DAY/RE SUNDAY 
 10:30am,RE Sunday Service 

 

June 18 
 7:15pm, Standing Committee 

 

June 22 
 4:45pm, Lifebridge Dinner  

 

June 23 
 10:30am, Sunday Service 

 

June 26 
 9am, Salem Pantry Bagging 

 

June 29 
 9am, Salem Pantry Distribution  

 

June 30 
 Last Sunday Service of the church year, 
10:30am, Question Box Sermon 

From the Stewardship Committee 
 

2013-14 Stewardship Pledge Campaign 
 

The series of Stewardship Potlucks held on May 18th and 19th 
and the wonderful Stewardship Sunday service led by Jesse 
Jaeger with personal testimonials by Brenda Marean, Ben Wax-
man and Denis Granniss (THANK YOU!) was the perfect 
kick-off for the church’s pledge drive for our next fiscal year 
(July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014). 
 

If you weren’t able to attend one of the potluck events, 
PLEASE DO NOT FEAR, as an envelope will be arriving at 
your home very soon.  In it you will find pledge materials re-
lated to our annual appeal for 2013-14.   We ask that you take 
a few minutes to read the information provided and then 
prayerfully consider how The First Church has made an im-
pact on your life, the lives of those you love and the life of the 
community.  Then we ask that you make a pledge to support 
that important work.  One-third of the church’s operating 
budget comes from member/friend giving.  Without your 
pledge of support, it is impossible for the church to meet its 
operating budget each year. 
 

This fiscal year will be more difficult than most as we have 
added a new expense line to the budget.  The church formally 
borrowed funds from its endowment in order to finish the 
Phase I Construction Project and we are paying interest on the 
amount borrowed.  In order to meet this new expense without 
decreasing the church’s programming means increasing our 
income by over $20,000, much of which we are hoping will 
come from increased member giving.  This is a significant in-
crease (21%) over the $95,000 collected from members and 
friends last year.  The addition to our church building was key 
to attaining full accessibility for all people and was an impor-
tant step for the growth of our church. 
 

As a fun incentive for returning your pledge card, we are run-
ning our pledge card raffle again this year.  All pledge cards 
received by the Sunday service on June 30th, will be entered 
into a raffle with the following prizes (more may be added!): 

The Third Annual First Church Pledge Raffle! 
 

2 Gift Baskets of wine 
A History of Salem Walking Tour 

Your Choice of Pew on Christmas Eve! 
(more may be added!) 

Good Luck! 
 
 If you have any questions about Stewardship or pledging please feel free to talk to Marlene Warner, Steve Palmer,  
Nancy TenBroeck or Bill Henning.  You can reach us at stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
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From Henny Penny 
Greetings All, 
 

It’s that time of year when we begin planning our play and graduation celebration.  The children have come up with a 
fabulous theme this year . . .  Blasting off the Future!  This will be a window into our future as dancers, chefs, explorers, 
fishermen & women, and artists    Over the next several weeks, leading up to our play, we’ll be working on planning, 
organizing, designing and decorating.  There are songs to be rehearsed, lines to be practiced, sets to create, costumes to 
put together and a printed program book to illustrate.   In preparation for our costumes, the children decorated neon 
colored t-shirts with a wide selection of fabric paints.  They look fabulous.  The fun is just about to begin!!!! 
 

Our Mystery Reader schedule has wrapped up!! It was such a treat to be surprised by our Mystery Readers each day 
through March, April and into May.   Also, our April Parent Tea was a true success.  Thank you so much to the many 
parents who participated and brought along goodies to share.  Throughout May, we walked to the Salem Public Library 
for storytime, enjoyed a special visit by Mr. Erick Rodenhiser, Storyteller Extraordinaire, celebrated spring & summer to 
come with a hot dog and popsicle party, witnessed the transformation from caterpillar to butterfly, observed crickets in 
a glass tank, smiled wide for Mr. Barry as he took our class pictures, marched in the Henny Penny Band, sang, danced, 
rhymed & chimed to an assortment of music and designed wooden picture frames with beach glass for our Moms for 
Mother's Day.   
 

Best Wishes for a Fabulous month of June! 
 

Kerry and Barbara 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

2 
- Sunday Service, 10:30am 
- Church Picnic follows service 

3  
 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 

9 
- MPIC Meeting, 9:15am 
-Sunday Service, 10:30am 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 
- Henny Penny Gradua-
tion, 8am 

14 15 

16: Father’s Day 
- RE Sunday Service, 10:30am 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
- Standing Committee, 
7:15pm 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
- Lifebridge  dinner, 
4:45pm 

23 
- Sunday Service, 10:30am 
 

24   
 

25 26 
- Salem Pantry, 
5pm 

27 
 

28 29 
- Salem Pantry, 9am 

30 
- Sunday Service, 10:30am 
- Question Box Sermon 

 

Sunday Services begin at 10:30am.  

J U N E  2 0 1 3  
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An Earthworm's Life. Written and illustrated by John Himmelman. 
For ages 3 and up. Young 
children are fascinated by 
earthworms. This beautifully 
illustrated book takes a simple 
and dignified look at the life 
of the humble earthworm. 
Just enough information for 
younger children to really gain 
an understanding of and appreciation for the red wiggly 
creatures. An act of kindness by a young boy makes this 
book just a bit more special. Great for a discussion of 
the Seventh Principle.  
Click here to order Available on amazon.com  
 
The Cloud Spinner  
Written by Michael Catchpool. Illustrated by Alison Jay.  

For ages 5 and up. A magical tale 
about the wise use of the the precious 
resources of our planet. A young boy 
and a princess become the heroes and 
save the planet. 
Click here to order Available on ama-
zon.com  
 
 

 
Unplugged Play.  No Batteries. No Plugs. Pure Fun.  
By Bobbi Conner. "Want to get back the "lost" basics of 
playtime? This book offers hours of entertainment free 
of plugs, batteries or internet. Both child directed and 
adult directed activities referenced by age group for easy 
access. great resource for summer vacation! 
Click here to order Available on amazon.com  

  
 
 
 
 
 

From the Religious Education Director 
Unitarian Universalist Summer Reading 

 

Here are some great ideas for summer reading for adults and children. These books will be on display on the piano in the 
Cleveland Room. Happy summer UU reading! 
 

Happy Summer reading! 
Deb DiGiulio, 
Religious Education Director 

 
 
Behind the Kitchen Door; What Every diner Should Know About 
the People Who Feed You. By Saru Jayaraman 
This book is central to a  current 
campaign by the UUSC  to change 
the national conversation 
about restaurant workers.  Who are 
the people who feed  you? How are 
they treated? And,  especially why it 
matters. This book is an eye opener 
to what goes on in the restaurants 
we frequent and how can be part of 
much needed change in the indus-
try.  
 "By highlighting the lives and cir-
cumstances of workers who are often unseen and unheard, 
she has helped us see that labor is a key ingredient of au-
thentic sustainability.."  -amazon. 
Click here to order 
  
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the age of Colorblind-
ness. By Michelle Alexander.  

The 2012- 2013 Unitarian Universalist 
association Common Read.  
An eye opening if book about 
the state of race in the United 
states today. Alexander asserts 
that crime-fighting policies and 
systems in the United States, 
such as the “war on drugs” and 
the incarceration  system, dispro-
portionately and intentionally 
affect people of color. She de-
scribes multifaceted, lifelong dis-

crimination and disenfranchisement that affect people 
who are  branded “felon.”  From the UUA Common 
Read. 
Click here to order Available on UUA Bookstore website 
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From the Music Director 
 
Can you believe we’re at the end of May, June is upon us, 
Jeff is about to return to the pulpit, and the church year is 
over. As one who is getting older fast (never mind the 
jokes!) I insist that everything just slow down and a lot. 
There’s still so much music to be heard and enjoyed both 
in and away from church, and we need more time every 
week to smell the peonies and enjoy the basics that just 
seem to fly by as we race from one deadline to another. I 
guess I vote for one week each month where we all invoke 
the contemplative life, breathe in, breathe out, and spend 
time being thankful and try to enjoy all those things in life 
that we never get around to experiencing, with our busy 
schedules.   
 
Enough already with the spring (spring?) fever complaining 
and let’s look at the great stuff that’s yet to happen at First 
Church between now and the end of June. We’re planning 
a somewhat festive service with choir for Jeff’s return on 
June 2nd and I’m admonishing the pretty great First 
Church choir to be especially impressive as Jeff has been 
attending services of late at some of the fabulous English 
cathedrals and we do want to present him with a reason-
able comparison, although our meeting house doesn’t 
really have a 10 second natural reverb - just kidding. I ex-
pect a big crowd that day and I’m sure you’re all with me 
on that.  
 
Next comes a special treat on June 9th; then RE regales us 
on the 16th. Choir will sing again on the 23rd, this fol-
lowed by the last service of the church year on June 30th. 
Don’t forget events like church picnic, etc., etc. So, I guess, 
“Why was I complaining at the beginning of this article?” 
 
See you in church. 
Paul Madore 

From the Capital Campaign 
 

WE MET OUR GOAL!!  HOORAY!!!  THANK YOU!!!! 
 

What better way to welcome back our minister than with 
the news that we have met our Capital Campaign goal of 
raising $300,000 to help pay for the construction project 
that was years in the making and that will speak to our ide-
als years to come.  (Last I checked we had raised about 
$304,000)! 
 

Have you noticed that people with physical challenges 
are now able to enter and move about our space inde-
pendently and with dignity? 

Have you noticed that, wherever you are in the Church, 
it heats up quickly on those cold days (while the areas 
you are not using remain cooler)? 

Have you noticed that the children are not hunting for 
space on Sunday mornings, but now have clean, cheery 
classrooms? 

Have you noticed how much use Willson Hall gets, by 
us and by the community? 

…. I could go on …..  CONGRATULATIONS AND 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO MADE THIS 
POSSIBLE. 
 

A special thank you to all of the visiting stewards who so 
thoughtfully and gracefully approached many of you to ask 
for your participation.  Mimi Ballou, Peter Andrew Copelas,  
Duncan Cox, George Brandenburg, Denise Granniss,  Bill 
Henning, Steve Palmer, Beth Schultz, Marlene Warner, 
Nicole McLaughlin and Kurtlan Massarsky. 
So what’s next? 
 

For those of you have indicated a willingness to pledge but 
have not yet submitted a pledge form or made a gift, please 
do not let this good news deter you.  As you all know, the 
construction project cost considerably more than antici-
pated. This means that we borrowed heavily from our en-
dowment to cover the shortfall.  To keep the Church 
healthy for future generations, it is important that we re-
plenish the endowment.  Any Capital Campaign funds 
raised will help do just that. 
 

For those new to our community, never fear, there’s still 
time.  Once you get to know us and come to understand the 
nature of the project we undertook and why, we hope you 
too will consider a gift toward this Campaign. 
For those of you who would like to understand more about 
the unanticipated cost increases associated with the project, 
please talk with me and either I or somebody else will hap-
pily walk you through it. 
 

Finally, there is still work to be done.  The Capital Cam-
paign committee will now turn its attention to recognizing 
those who gave to this Campaign and to the first Capital 
Campaign ( 10 years ago).  We will also consider whether, 
during the remainder of the campaign (it goes until 2014), 
there are opportunities to raise further funds to help ab-
sorb the cost of the project. 
 

With much gratitude and a big HURRAH! 
THANK YOU! 
 

Nicole McLaughlin (for the Capital Campaign Committee:  
Mimi Ballou, Denise Granniss, Tommy Leon, Rick Nye, 
Marlene Warner) 
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From the Standing Committee  
 
The Annual Meeting was well attended this year and well 
run by our Moderator, Jamie Tanch. We'd like to thank all 
those who attended and those who sent in proxies. We 
successfully voted to change our Articles of Incorporation 
so that we will be officially recognized (by the IRS) as a 
non-profit entity, and this in turn will make it possible for 
us to apply to foundations for additional grant funding. 
The problem had been that we were originally incorpo-
rated long before the IRS and the concept of a non-profit 
existed! 
 
At the Meeting we also elected four new members to our 
governing body, the Standing Committee: Carol Hed-
strom, Jim Ognibene,  Bob Soucy, and John Wathne. They 
will be replacing Robyn Giannopolo, Chris Granniss, Bar-
bara Maitland, and Matt Veno. Those of us remaining on 
the Committee heartily thank our departing colleagues for 
all the long hours they worked in service to our church. 
 
After the Meeting the new Standing Committee met 
briefly to choose new officers: George Brandenburg will 
be Chair and Donna Fritz will be Vice Chair for the com-
ing year. The two of us look forward to an exciting church 
year starting with the return of Reverend Jeff in June. We 
also welcome your thoughts about church life and your 
suggestions for how we might improve it. 
 
Finally we'd like to extend a rousing welcome to the thir-
teen(!) new members who joined the church at the Meet-
ing: Susan Engelke, Rachel Spatafore, Bonnie Hurd Smith, 
Peter Eschauzier, Jan Eschauzier, Nicole Piantedosi, 
David Radue, Olivia Radue, Carolyn Fox, Simon Fox, Paul 
Falconer, Robin Haynes, and Brian Trippe. You'll have a 
chance to learn more about them in future Heralds. 
 
Best regards, 
George and Donna 
 
 

Natalie Jaeger was just promoted to being the Assistant 
Headmaster of her school.   
 
Deacon Jamie Tanch’s son, James Emery Tanch Jr., 
graduated last year with a Pre-Med degree from Northeast-
ern University and was invited on the stage at NU’s gradua-
tion ceremony last Friday to represent the first responders 
from Brigham and Womens’ Hospital. Jay was on duty in 
the emergency room during the marathon bombing tragedy 
and assisted with many of the amputees and other 
wounded. 

Around the Parish  

From the Treasurer 
 
It is a very busy time of year at First Church; Stewardship is 
actively collecting pledges for 2013-14; Jeff is returning to the 
pulpit from his well-deserved sabbatical; the Religious Educa-
tion and Henny Penny programs are winding up their school 
years, and much much more.  In a somewhat less noticeable 
way, the Treasurer, Finance Committee (Fin Comm) and Stand-
ing Committee (SC) are in the midst of one of their most im-
portant tasks of the year; planning for the 2013-14 church 
budget. 

 
With the formal change of the church’s fiscal year from Decem-
ber 31st to June 30th, the church is in the middle of drafting the 
church’s operating budget that will run from July 1, 2013 to 
June 30, 2014 (FY14).   This is the document that tries to plan 
for the income and expenses of the church over the next 12 
months.  Budgeting is not an exact science and it involves many 
estimates, but we try to be as accurate as possible. 
 
Key dates for this year’s budget process: 
May 15:  Meeting with committee chairs and programs directors 
about church finances and the budget process 
May 28:  Budget requests for all programs and committees due 
to the Fin Comm 
May 28:  Formal budget presentations by the larger church pro-
grams (Property, Music, Religious Education and Henny Penny) 
to the Fin Comm and SC 
June 18:  Draft budget presented by Fin Comm to SC 
Last week of June:  Final budget approved by the SC 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the church budget 
or how the church is doing financially, please feel free to con-
tact a member of the Fin Comm (Peter A. Copelas, Bill Hen-
ning or Tommy Leon) or send me an e-mail at  
treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org. 

Sexton Fabio Chacon and Richard Hannah and Henny 
Penny Director, Kerry Martin, took on the back lot early in 
May to clear the space of all the debris. Kerry and husband 
Brad provided a small trailer and transportation to the dump 
and Fabio did an excellent job of working to clear the back 
lot in just a single afternoon. Thank you all for the collabora-
tive effort and job well done! 
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Lifebridge  
 

Thanks to the following who signed up to volunteer to shop or to serve in May: 
Anna Brandenburg, George Brandenburg, Peter Copelas, Duncan Cox, Susan Engelke, Alan Hanscom, Russell Lane,  
Richard L'heureux 
 

Volunteers are needed on a monthly basis at Lifebridge. Members and friends of the First Church serve on the fourth 
Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. You can help out by shopping, or serving dinner that night, or both—the choice is yours! Con-
tact the church office at 978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com to volunteer, or see the sign up sheet in the Bar-
nard Room during Fellowship hour. 

AC KNOWLEDGMENT S 

Flowers 
 

Thanks to the following who donated flowers in the month of May. 

There are still opportunities for donations in June and it’s not too early to sign up for August—and beyond. Special 
wording can be placed in our weekly Order of Service in honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemorate an im-
portant event. You can use the church florist for a cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrangements can be simple 
or elaborate — the choice is yours! See the sign up sheet in The Barnard Room on Sundays during Fellowship, or con-
tact the church office if you have questions: 978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 

Thanks to a Year’s Worth of Fellowship Hosts 
We would like to take this opportunity to recognize all those who hosted Fellowship Hour for the past year. Your hospitality 
is an essential part of this congregation. This list is to the best of our knowledge based on the records we have, so if anyone’s 
name is omitted, we apologize and hope you will let us know.   
 

Thank you to all of the following people from May 2012 to April 2013: 
Mary Krigbaum, Gentlemen of the First Church, The Granniss’s, Alan Towne & Rick Belejack, Charlene Long, Don Glover 
& Tommy Long, The Pinis, The McLaughlin-Waxman’s, The Veno’s, Helen Sides, Carol Hedstrom, The Warner-Streff’s, 
The Cox’s, The Fritz’s, The Bassett’s, The Burbank’s, Lynn Taggart & Russell Lane, The Jaeger’s, The Milowe’s, The New-
hall’s, Liz Nugent, Lynn Donovan, Thanksgiving Community Fellowship, Tiffany Magnolia, Beth Schultz, Alicia Diozzi, Joan 
& Richard Hannah, The Radue’s, Brenda Marean, Luis D’Avila, Nicole Barros, Leanne Schild, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, 
Claire Donaldson, Mimi Ballou, Barabara Maitland, Peter A. Copelas, Katherine Palmer, Patti Roka, Bob Allen & Bob Soucy 
 

To all who hosted in May 2012: 
Brenda Marean, The Fellowship Committee, and The Gentlemen of the First Church 

 
We are still in need of hosts for the remainder of June and thanks to the online sign-up system you can now sign up for next 
church year. Go to signupgenius.com, click on Find A Sign Up at the top of the page and type in msdiozzi@yahoo.com to 
find the First Church sign up or sign up in the Barnard Room.  

Garden Work Party  
 

Thanks to the weekend warriors (of the garden variety) who made the First Church gardens look better than they have in some 
time.  Beds were weeded, dead wood removed, and MUCH mulch was deployed in the space of three hours.  We got to know 
some of our newer members and had a grand time despite the damp weather.  We've had more than our share of work parties 
over the last eighteen months or so, and it is still such a pleasant surprise each time to find out how enjoyable it is to work to-
gether. 
 

The gardens will need ongoing maintenance and a long term plan, so stay tuned for the formation of a garden committee. 
 

Our thanks for their time and efforts to George Brandenburg, Mary Collari, Duncan Cox, Jan and Peter Eschauzier, Chris Finn 
Simon and Malcolm Fox, Joan and Richard Hannah, Carol and Ben Hedstrom, Bill Henning, Bonnie Hurd Smith, Eric Kenney 
Brenda Marean and Lynn Taggart 
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New Member Bios 
 
Jan Eschauzier has lived in Salem since 2010. Born in Brookline, MA she grew up in Holderness and Gilford, NH. After 
graduation from Wehaton College in Norton, MA, Jan spent her professional career in the software industry, residing in An-
dover, MA and Portsmouth, NH. After marrying Peter, she moved to Naples, FL where she helped found the Naples Bo-
tanical Garden, became involved with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, and Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church. Jan 
moved back to New England to be near her daughter, Jennie, and two stepdaughters, Isabelle and Phillipa, and their families. 
She is delighted to be home.  
 

Three years ago, after 22 years in Naples, Florida, Peter Eschauzier and his wife, Jan, moved to Salem to be nearer to their 
children and grandchildren. Peter was born on the island of Java, Indonesia, where his father ran a sugar plantation. In April 
1942, his mother, two older sisters and he were placed in a Japanese concentration camp from which they were liberated in 
late 1945 and at the end of World War II, they were evacuated to Holland. After his parents divorced they immigrated to the 
US in 1949. Peter began his schooling in Holland, took it up here and then finished high school in Switzerland. He went on 
to receive a BA from Bard College and a Bachelor of Foreign Trade from Thunderbird after which he entered the Naval 
Aviation Officers Candidate Program. He flew Grumman S-2’s from the carrier USS Wasp from 1965-68 and, after a year of 
banking, joined American Airlines in 1969 from which he retired in 2000.  
 

Born in Rhode Island, Carolyn Fox was raised in Southern New England. She was baptized in a congregational church in 
Pawtucket, RI and then later raised in a congregational church in N. Attleboro, MA. She has lived in southern England, Lon-
don and New York City. Carolyn is a mother and librarian, a former public school history teacher, former college adjunct 
history instructor and former airline employee. She lives in Salem with UK husband, Simon, and seven-year-old son, Mal-
colm and writes for opensource.com. 
 

Born in Brighton, England, Simon Fox moved to Massachusetts shortly after meeting his wife, Carolyn. They have since 
lived in MA, England, New York City and returned to MA in 2010. He holds an MLIS from UCC and has worked in librar-
ies in London, NYC and Watertown. He works for Massport at Logan and lives in Salem with his wife Carolyn and son Mal-
colm.  
 

Rachel Spatafore is a current resident of Revere, MA and a graduate of Everett High School. She suffers from a painful 
autoimmune condition but she doesn’t let that keep her down! She runs a local comics and art studio with her sister called 
Zodi-ACK! Productions, now in its tenth year of business. Though coming from a background of Roman and Independent 
Catholicism, “Raye” has been researching and praying for a new faith home. She’s a little shy but very enamored with the 
First Church community and hopes to be a part for a very long time.  
 

Paul Falconer was born in Canada, is one of five boys and is a twin. He is a true Maritimer, with a love of the sea, Celtic 
music and story-telling. He spent his first career working as an architect which allowed him to work and live in London, 
Montreal, Vancoucer and lastly, his favorite, Boston, where he met and married his partner Mark Verkennis, a Midwesterner 
and city planner.. They moved to Salem six years ago and love it! First Church is an important part of their lives.  
 

David Radue was and raised in central Indiana. After completing a Bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology, he moved to Massachusetts with his new wife, Liv. David began work at MIT Lincoln 
Laboratory where he still works. In his time there, he has helped develop a missile defense radar and laser communication 
system. Six years ago they moved to Salem where they founded a local board game group. David and Liv now have two 
lovely children—Will (2) and Avonlea Jane (4). He is an advocate for improvement in education and recently led the devel-
opment of a new Boy Scout merit badge for game design. In his spare time, David is also an enthusiastic home cook and 
host.  
 

Liv Radue  has lived in Salem since 2007, having moved to Massachusetts to attend graduate school at Emerson College in 
Boston for a Master’s degree in writing, literature and publishing. She grew up in rural, central Indiana. After graduating 
from Indiana University in 2005 with a degree in English and Theatre she married her high school sweetheart, David. The 
two moved to the Boston area and soon found a home in Salem. Since then, they have been blessed with Avonlea Jane (4) 
and Will (2) who were both baptized in the Catholic Church. When not busy doing story times, crafts, hikes or museum trips 
with the kids, Liv occasionally works as a freelance editor, runs a board game group on the North Shore, and volunteers with 
La Leche League.  
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Nicole Piantedosi moved to the North Shore last summer. She enjoys skiing, reading and art.  
 

Susan Engelke is the mother of four children and grandmother of ten. She moved to Salem after a two year stint working 
in India. Susan looks forward to being a part of the First Church community.  
 

Brian Trippe has lived in Lynn since 2004. He grew up in the DC area as a Methodist. He made his way to New England 
after nine years in North Caroline where he moved after graduating college at Villanova University’s mechanical engineering 
program. He is married to Robin Haynes, and they have two children, Brady who is four and Avery who is nineteen months.  
 

Robin Haynes has in Lynn since 2004. She grew up in North Carolina as a protestant. She came to Boston after graduating 
from Wake Forest University to take a job at Children’s Hospital where she still works. She is married to Brian Trippe and 
they have four year old Brady and nineteen month old Avery.  

Stewardship Potlucks:  
As many of you would probably agree, asking for money 
isn’t always an easy thing to do.   With that in mind, the 
Stewardship Committee wanted to try something fun and 
different to kick off our 2013-14 pledge campaign.  That is 
why the Stewardship Café and the Stewardship Potlucks 
came into being. 
 

On Saturday, May 18th and Sunday, May 19th, host families 
planned 11 events for Members and Friends of the church.  
In the end, the events were consolidated to 6 and we had 
about 60 people in attendance.  For a first attempt at some-
thing like this we were very pleased.  We hope those who 
attended had a nice time and perhaps learned a little more 
about the finances of the church as well. 
 

For those of you who were able to attend one of the pot-
lucks, THANK YOU for your feedback!  It will help inform 
the work of the Stewardship and Standing Committees as we 
move forward. 
 

We also want to take this chance to formally THANK and 
recognize the help and encouragement of our gracious hosts 
and facilitators.  Without you, this would not have been pos-
sible! 
 

Ellen & George Brandenburg 
Jeff Brandt & Patti Roka 
Chris & Denise Granniss 
Joan & Richard Hannah 
David & Jeannine Helen 
Nancy TenBroeck 
 

Also, a big Thank You to 
Catherine Bertrand for printing the invitations and helping 
us pull all of the pledge materials together. 
 

We encourage and welcome any feedback you might have 
regarding our Stewardship Potlucks or our current pledge 
campaign.  You can e-mail the Stewardship Committee at 
stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
Marlene Warner, Steve Palmer, Nancy TenBroeck & Bill 
Henning.  

Jesse & Natalie Jaeger 
Paul & Sara Massari 
Brenda and Frank Marean 
Jim Ognibene 
Katherine & Steve Palmer 
David & Liv Radue 

From the Stewardship Committee 
Update on Year-to-Date Contributions: 
The following is an update about Member and Friend contribu-
tions through the end of May as compared to the same time pe-
riod for 2011 and 2012:   
 

2013 $30,845 69% of our FY13 (6 months) goal of $45,000 
2012 $38,376 86% of 2012 (6 months) giving of $44,452 
2011 $37,869 85% of 2011 (6 months) giving of $44,587 
 

As you can see, we are running quite a bit behind the last 2 years.  
We could point to many reasons as to why we think this is:  1) 
Jeff is on sabbatical, 2) We had a significant contribution early last 
year, 3) We had a couple of Sunday snowstorms this year, etc.   
 

But perhaps we should focus on why we should turn this around?  
1) Our kids are actually excited about coming to church for the 
Religious Education program, 2) It is relaxing to have an hour of 
the week that isn’t filled with things to do, 3) You get to be a part 
of a community that cares, and so much more.  And as an added 
bonus, Jeff has returned from sabbatical and is returning to the 
pulpit! 
 

Please watch your mail for an update on where you stand in rela-
tionship to fulfilling your personal pledge to the church for this 6-
month period. 
 

Update on Attendance: 
Occasionally, we like to post some of the attendance figures for 
the church (Counting the adults in the meetinghouse is one of the 
many tasks handled by the Deacons as they usher each week and 
the children’s count comes from Religious Education).  Because 
the church was attending the First Universalist Church for much 
of last year, we don’t have a great comparison for 2012, but we do 

for 2011 (Through end of May): 
If you have any questions about Stewardship or Attendance, 
please feel free to contact the Stewardship Committee at  
stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 

Year Avg. # of 
Adults per 
Week 

Avg. # of 
Children per 
Week 

Avg. Atten-
dance per 
Week 

2013 77 34 112 
2011 87 42 129 
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General Assembly of the UUA, 
June 20-24 in Phoenix, AZ 
 

Every year, UU’s gather from all over the country and 
world for an annual meeting of our whole association.  
Attending General Assembly (GA) is a dynamic, stimulat-
ing and exhausting experience, with so much to do and 
see.  This year, GA will be in Louisville and is being billed 
as “From Promise to Commitment” as UUs will gather to 
examine and renew our covenant to our faith, one an-
other, our congregations and the larger world. To learn 
more about GA or follow the proceedings online, go to  
www.uua.org/ga/ 

Join Salem and the 
North Shore in celebrat‐
ing Pride Month and the 
Second Annual North 
Shore Pride Parade on 
June 29. Tickets for all 

events available http://www.gooutloud.com/pride/ 
 

Friday, June 7 at 5 PM, 7:30 PM Pizza Party at Flying 
Saucer Pizza |Salem First Friday: PRIDE Edition! City‐
wide, Salem 
 

Friday, June 14 at 7:00 PM Salem PRIDE: City of 
Peace| Hawthorne Hotel  
 

Saturday, June 29th at Noon. Pride Parade from 
Margin Street to Salem Common 
[northshorepride.org]  
 

Saturday, June 29th at 3:00 PM PRIDE Harbor 
Cruises: Proud Parents Family Cruise! | Mahi‐Mahi 
Cruises  
Sponsored by Proud Parents of the North Shore 
 

Saturday, June 29th at 8:00 PM PRIDE After Party! | 
Victoria Station/Vic’s Boathouse  
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Director of Music: L. Paul Madore 
Director of Henny Penny: Kerry Martin 

Director of Religious Education: Deb DiGiulio 
Chair of the Standing Committee: George Brandenburg 

Archivist: Kristin Kobialka 

Administrator: Catherine Bertrand 
Sexton: Fabio Chacon 
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