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You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Matthew 5: 43-44 
 
Recently someone sent to me a link to a video of an evangelical preacher in North Carolina.  
It seems that this pastor had garnered some attention over the last month for his statements 
about dealing with gay and lesbian individuals in this country, suggesting that they be 
rounded up and detained in a prison camp.   
 
It is amazing to me that a “Minister of the Gospel” could and would make such a statement 
from the pulpit.  It is based on a theology of hate rather than one of love, as articulated in 
the famous passage from the Sermon on the Mount above.  There is occasionally in this life 
a tendency to discredit or disregard one’s opponents or adversaries.  The temptation to 
scapegoat is part of human nature.   In this case however, it is not just bad theology, it is just 
simply ridiculous.  Self-righteousness leads many of us to trouble and can create enemies 
that are not even there. 
 
We here at the First Church have welcomed people of all sexual orientations for over 100 
years.  For a long time, it was not even really discussed.  It was just accepted.  We were a 
small “oasis” amidst a larger, sometimes hostile society.  To this day, all are welcome, 
though no one comes to church here wearing their orientation on their sleeve.  All of us 
who attend the First Church are encouraged to cultivate soul in our lives and be decent and 
loving in our personal relationships. 
 
I am very proud of the fact that we will be applying to be recognized officially as a Welcom-
ing Congregation by the UUA this summer.  And I am proud that we are a part of a tradi-
tion and way of being religious that encourages good and healthy relationships.     
 
This coming weekend, I will be performing a wedding for a church member and his partner.  
In some ways, it is simply another wedding here at the First Church with yet another couple 
making a solemn and loving life-long commitment to one another.  Seen from another per-
spective however, the wedding I perform will be remarkable since our state is one of the few 
where same-sex couples can marry.  Someday I predict this will be a non-issue.  Until then, I 
am glad to be on the “loving” and “open” side of the issue.  I am utterly at a loss as to how 
this undermines the “institution of marriage.” Indeed, it’s just the opposite. 
 
The First Church will be busy this month with picnics, flower communions, RE recognition 
ceremonies and Jazz music.  In addition, Salem will hold its first-ever Gay Pride March at 
the end of this month on June 30.  I hope you can join us for some or all of our many 
events.   See you in church, 

Minister’s Musings 

The Herald 
JUNE 2012 VOLUME 12, NUMBER 10 



The Herald,  June 2012 Page  2 

Schedule of Events 
 
Every Tuesday and Wednesday  
 Volunteer Work Session, 6:30pm-9:00pm 

Every Saturday 
 Volunteer Work Session, 9:00am-3pm 

***Special Session on Saturday, June 2  
      [See notice on last page] 
 

June 2 
 Work Session and Lunch, 9am-3pm 

 
June 3  
 Sunday Service at 10:45 am 

 

June 6 
 Religious Education Committee, 7pm  

 

June 7 
 Henny Penny Graduation  

 

June 13 
 Standing Committee at 7:15pm 

 

June 10 Flower Communion 
 AT FIRST UNIVERSALIST at 10:45 am 

 

June 13 
 Standing Committee, 7pm Cleveland Room 

 

June 17: Father’s Day 
 RE Recognition at First Church, 10:45am 
 Special Meeting of the Society (see back page) 
 Church Picnic  

 

June 23 
 Lifebridge Dinner at 4:45 pm 

 

June 24 
 Jazz Sunday,10:45 am; Question Box Sermon 

We are very sorry to report that Christina Long, mother of 
Charlene Long, passed away in May.  She was 92 years old.  
Christina was the very friendly older woman who was always 
seen wearing a festive hat in church with a big smile on her 
face.  Up until last year, she divided her time between Salem 
and Naples, Florida.  Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Charlene as she mourns the loss of her mother.   
 

The First Church received a Historic Preservation Award 
from Historic Salem, Inc. in early May.  On hand to accept 
the award were Lynn Taggart, Russell Lane, Richard Hannah, 
Peter A. Copelas, Jeff Barz-Snell and George and Ellen Bran-
denburg.  Patrick Guthrie, the church’s architect for the pro-
ject from Menders, Tory & Spencer, also made an appear-
ance.  The award is on display in the Cleveland Room.   
 

Jennifer Barz-Snell was recently appointed to the Salem 
Commission on Disabilities by the Salem City Council. 
 

Barbara Maitland returned home from a trip to Italy re-
cently. 
 

Allen Towne and Rick Belejack were off to France to cele-
brate Rick’s 60th birthday.  Joyeux Anniversaire!   
 

Dave Helen and Jeannine Matthews Helen had a great 
holiday in Scotland and England last month. 
 

Lillian Waxman had her Bat Miztvah here at the First 
Church last month, with family and many friends in atten-
dance.  It was a very nice service and she did a good job with 
her Torah interpretation.  Mazel Tov! 
 

Dave Tutko will be marrying his partner, Jay Joly, here at 
the First Church in early June.  Jeff Barz-Snell will be presid-
ing.  Congratulations and best wishes!   
 

John Warner, husband of Marlene Warner, will once again 
be working this summer at JFK’s home in Brookline.  John is 
now a history teacher but for many years he worked as a 
Ranger for the National Park Service.  He still does for two 
months each summer.   
 

The First Church hosted an Open House on Friday, May 18 
during which we welcomed our neighbors and members of 
the larger community.  Some 75 people visited the church 
that evening and had tours of our newly renovated space.  
We would like to thank Lynn Taggart, Joan Hannah, 
Steve and Katherine Palmer, George and Ellen Bran-
denburg, and Chris Finn for getting the building ready for 
our big debut.  We would also like to thank Carol Hed-
strom for her work to promote the event and coordinate the 
hospitality for the night, putting together such a friendly and 
welcoming reception.   
  

Around the Parish  

2011 CPA Audit Report 
 
The 2011 CPA‐prepared audit report of the 
church's finances has been received.  If you are 
interested in seeing it or discussing its contents, 
please contact Bill Henning, the Treasurer at treas‐
urer@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
For the month of June services will begin at 10:45am.  
   
 

 
  

 
 

1 2 
- Work Session, 9am 

3  
- Sunday Service, 10:45am 
 

4 5 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 

6 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 
- RE Cmte., 7pm 

7 
- Henny Penny 
Graduation, 9am 

8 9 
- Work Session, 9am 

10 
-Flower Communion Service at 
First Universalist, 10:45am 

11 12 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 

13 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 
- Standing Cmte, 7pm 

14 15 16 
- Work Session, 9am 

17: Father’s Day 
- Children’s Sunday Service, 
10:45am 
- Special Mtg of the Society, 
Noon 
- Church Picnic 

18 19 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 

20 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
- Work Session, 9am 
- Lifebridge  dinner,     
   4:45pm 

24   
- Jazz Sunday, 10:45am 
- Question Box Sermon 

25 26 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 

27 
- Work Session, 6:30pm 

28 29 30 
- Work Session, 9am 

J U N E   2 0 1 2  

Sundays in June  
 

June 3 
Our annual Church Picnic has been postponed to the rain date: 
JUNE 17.  
 
June 10 
This year’s Flower Communion Service will take place at 
the First Universalist Society at 211 Bridge St.  Be sure to 
bring a flower with you!  
 
June 17 
Our annual RE Recognition Sunday and Church Picnic. 
Come join us we honor our youths’ accomplishments in the 
RE program over the past year.  
 
June 24 
Our final service of the season will be a Jazz Sunday Ser-
vice and Jeff Barz-Snell answers your questions from the 
pulpit with his annual Question Box Sermon. The box is 
in the Cleveland Room. Submit your question, mighty or 
minute, by Tuesday, June 19, then come on June 24 and 
hear what he has to say.  

STAR ISLAND DAY TRIPS AND OVERNIGHTS 
 
We won't be having a First Church outing to the UU confer-
ence center on Star Island this summer, but don't let this 
stop you from making a visit on your own. You could plan 
an overnight personal retreat or attend a longer conference. 
Or if the weather looks good and you would like a nice boat 
ride, there are three different boat companies that can get 
you there for a day trip. Check out http://starisland.org for 
more information on all these options. If you happen to go 
the week of July 22, send Joan and Richard Hannah or 
George and Ellen Brandenburg a message - they'll all be out 
there for the International Affairs Conference. 
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FOR KIDS: 
 

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave, by Laban Carrick Hill  
Dave was a slave in South 
Carolina in the 18th century, 
he was a skilled potter and so-
phisticated poet, Dave’s story, 
told with quiet dignity, is mov-
ing introduction to a lost artist. 
Grades K -3. 
Click here to order 
 
Energy Island: How one community harnessed the wind and 
changed their world \ 
A teacher in Denmark takes the lead in creating a com-
munity which relies on only renewable energy sources. A 
story book and science book all in one. With lovely illus-
trations for younger children and 
detailed information in the side-
bars for older children and for use 
in further discussion. Ages 5 to 9.  
Click here to order 
 
A Mind with Wings: The Story of Henry 
David Thoreau  
by Gerald and Loretta Hausman 
"A Mind with Wings" is a book for young readers about 
the life of Henry David Thoreau. It gives a wonderful 
look into the life of a great man. Grades 5 and up. 
Click here to order 

  

From the Religious Education Director 
Unitarian Universalist Summer Reading 

 

Here are some great ideas for summer reading for adults and children. These books will be on display on the piano in the 
Cleveland Room. Happy summer UU reading! 
 

Happy Summer reading! 
Deb DiGiulio, 
Religious Education Director 

Do It Anyway: The New Generation of Activists  
by Courtney Martin 
If you ask yourself “How can I make a difference?”  
Then this book is for you.  Meet eight young activists 
who are all too human, just like us, but manage to make 
a real difference in the world.  For grades 10 through 
adult. 
Click here to order 
  
Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate 
A young Sudanese refugee haunted by 
guilt that he survived while other fam-
ily members did not struggles with 
dislocation and loss. This first person 
narrative helps make the experiences 
of all refugees more accessible. Grades 
5 and up, ages 10 and up. 
Click here to order 
 
FOR ADULTS: 
 
Simply Pray; A modern spiritual practice to deepen your life  
by Erik Walker Wikstrom 
A book with practical wisdom drawn 
from many of the world faith tradi-
tions to help those of who struggle 
for a way to pray. Wikstrom, a Uni-
tarian Universalist minister, offers a 
practical form of prayer based on a 
modern use of prayer beads. Adults. 
Click here to order 

 

OWL Parent Orientation Meeting and Potluck Supper: June 10th from 6-8 PM 
 
As we hope you've heard, First Church will be running the Our Whole Lives (OWL) program for 7th-9th grade students 
starting in September. We are happy to be able to offer this highly regarded teen sexuality program. We've scheduled the 
OWL Parent Orientation for June 10th from 6-8 PM at First Church. If your child is going to participate in OWL, you must 
attend the orientation.  
 
We'll try to make the orientation fun and interesting. As part of the evening's program, we're also planning a potluck supper. 
In addition, we'll offer a "movie night" (film TBD) during the meeting so that your youngsters may come along with you. 
Please RSVP. Let us know who's coming and what you plan to bring for a potluck dish. RSVPs may be sent to 
trish.newhall@gmail.com 
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From Henny Penny 
 

Greetings All, 
  
The Northeast Animal Shelter was thrilled to receive the collections from our April & May community outreach 
events.  The children and families at Henny Penny collected over 40 blankets and towels for our fuzzy and furry friends 
at the animal shelter.  The children wrote and illustrated a beautiful poster and we included a full-size picture of each 
of our preschoolers holding up many of the blankets and towels that were donated.   
  
We are quickly wrapping up our last couple of weeks at 247 Jefferson Ave.  The last few days have been busy with our 
rehearsals for the big play and graduation ceremony that will take place at First Church, Thursday June 7th.  Many 
thanks to all who made this possible.  Our theme this year is The Henny Penny Friendship Train!  The children have 
been working so hard to decorate the stage props, design the costumes, practice the lines, rehearse the songs and pre-
pare for our exciting event.  We were thrilled to learn that on June 1st, the space will be available for a mini-
rehearsal.  While this will not be a "drop-off" activity, we are pleased to share that our rehearsal will be combined with 
a Parent Tea upstairs from 8:30am-10am. 
  
On Tuesday, June 19th, St. Pierre Moving Company of Salem, will be loading our boxes up from 247 Jefferson Avenue 
and our transition begins.  We are thrilled to be returning to our home at 316 Essex Street. 
  
Thank you for your support in all that we do! 
Best wishes a wonderful month of June, 
Kerry & Barbara 

From the Music Director 
 

As the church year draws to a 
close, we must be thankful for the 
many wonderful changes that have 
taken place at the First Church in 
Salem and somehow or other, all 
the inconveniences that we may 
have had to live through seem to 
fade into the background. It’s 
probably not fair to say that we’re completely back to nor-
mal just yet, as the expanded Phase One of our renova-
tion project is still very much a work in progress. Just 
think though that, when we come back in September, 
what further changes will have been completed and our 
very old establishment will be as contemporary as a brand 
new church would be. 
 
The First Church Choir is preparing for our last service of 
the year on June 10 and, on the last Sunday of the year, 
June 24, our own Russell Lane will be organizing a great 
jazz service so that we can go out with a bang. And there 
you have it, so please stick with us to the end for what is, 
after all, one of the best years in First Church history. 
 
See you in church, 
Paul Madore 

General Assembly of the UUA, 
June 20-24 in Phoenix, AZ 
 
Every year, UU’s gather from all over the country and 
world for an annual meeting of our whole association.  
Attending General 
Assembly (GA) is a 
dynamic, stimulating 
and exhausting ex-
perience, with so 
much to do and see.  
This year, GA will be 
in Phoenix and is 
being billed as a 
“Justice GA,” since 
the issue of illegal 
immigration will be 
front and center, as 
will the unjust laws 
put in place by the 
State of Arizona over 
the last few years.  To 
learn more about GA 
or follow the pro-
ceedings online, go to 
www.uua.org/ga/ 
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From the Standing Committee  
 
The new standing committee met for the first time on 
May 10, and we are all so pleased to start the year back in 
our newly renovated building. The standing committee is 
elected to oversee the day to day operation of the church 
and coordinate and oversee the many committees we 
have volunteering to serve and make our church the vi-
brant community it is for all of us. 
 
The new members of the standing committee this year 
are Richard Hanna, Robyn Giannopolo, and Donna 
Fritz, who are joining Barbara Maitland, Matt Veno, Don 
Glover, and Jessica Kane. Chris Granniss is serving as 
the new chair of the standing committee, with George 
Brandenburg serving as vice chair. We have quite a year 
ahead of us, settling back into our home church, making 
sure we keep the connections and friendships we made 
during our time shared with the First Universalist Soci-
ety, looking for the way to balance paying for the new 
addition and continue to grow the programs that help 
make the church and our community so great. 
 
One unexpected opportunity has been presented to us: 
we currently have the ability to have the meeting house 
painted. Due to damage suffered to the walls during the 
hurricane last season, we have been given enough insur-
ance money to cover the repainting of the entire meeting 
house to repair the damage done. We've contacted sev-
eral painters and have been working with them to strike 
the right balance of keeping the faux-stone look of the 
inside meeting house, while lightening the walls to im-
prove visibility, and to allow the beautiful detail of the 
woodwork to shine. A small sample of the paint is cur-
rently available at the meeting house, and a larger swatch 
will be painted in the first few weeks of June so that the 
congregation can look and assess it. 
 
We will be holding a special meeting of the congre-
gation on June 17th after services so that the mem-
bers of the first church can have an opportunity to 
approve proposed paint color for the Meetinghouse, 
so that painting can begin this summer.  
 
Please don't hesitate to contact me, or any other member 
of the standing committee on any ideas, questions, or 
concerns you'd like presented to the standing committee. 
You'll find minutes for our monthly meetings in a binder 
in the Cleveland room if you'd like to see what's being 
discussed in more detail. 
 
Christopher Granniss, Chair 
Standing Committee 

From the Stewardship Committee 
 

Update on Member and Friend Contributions 
Through the end of May, the church has received the follow-
ing Member and Friend contributions compared to the same 
periods in 2011 and 2010: 
 
• 2012 $37,930 42% to our 2012 giving goal of $90,000 
• 2011 $37,869 44% of total 2011 giving of $85,392 
• 2010 36,236 43% of total 2010 giving of $85,060 
 
Despite being away from our church for the first four months 
of this year, we are amazingly close to last year’s giving levels.  
Thank you to everyone who has kept up with their pledg-
ing and giving despite the disruption in our church life!  
In order to reach our annual giving goal of $90,000, we are 
slightly behind where we should be, but are hoping that our 
exciting return to a newly painted meetinghouse this fall will 
change that!   
 
Summer Giving 
Although the church is a little quieter during summer, the bills 
still have to be paid!  Please remember the church in your sum-
mer financial planning, especially this year as we may be out of 
the church for both July and August as the Meetinghouse is 
painted.  Summer contributions help the Treasurer avoid dip-
ping into our rainy day fund to pay for operating expenses.  
Thank you in advance. 
 
Giving Made Easy! 
The Stewardship Committee is currently researching additional 
ways to make electronic contributions to the church and hopes 
to have our website updated with this feature before the fall.  
In the meantime; however, there is a way that you can help the 
church by using the online bill payment feature provided by 
most banks in connection with your personal checking ac-
count.  Many of you probably use online banking to track your 
account balances, transfer money between accounts or re-
search a check, but did you know that by using the online bill 
payment feature to send a check to the church on a consistent, 
recurring basis it helps both of us?   For the church, it eases 
the “ups and downs” of giving by providing a more consistent 
flow of cash.  For you it means not having to find your check-
book, write a check or try to find your giving envelopes while 
you are rushing around trying to get ready for church on Sun-
day mornings.  We have several church members who already 
use this handy method of making contributions to the church.  
Give it a try and help both yourself and the church at the same 
time! 
 
If you have any questions or comments about Stewardship, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the Stewardship Committee at 
stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Robyn Giannopolo        Bill Henning        Steve Palmer 
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Lifebridge (The Salem Mission) 
 

Thanks to the following who signed up to volunteer to shop or to serve in May: 
Ellen and George Brandenburg, Duncan Cox, Claire Donaldson, Alan Hanscom, Russell Lane, Richard L'heureux, Lynn Taggart 

Volunteers are needed on a monthly basis at Lifebridge. Members and friends of the First Church serve on the fourth 
Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. You can help out by shopping, or serving dinner that night, or both—the choice is yours! Con-
tact the church office at 978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com to volunteer, or see the sign up sheet in the Bar-
nard Room during Fellowship hour. 

AC KNOWLEDGMENT S 

Flowers 
 

Thanks to the following who donated flowers in the month of May. 

There are still opportunities for donations in June and it’s not too early to sign up for August—and beyond. Special 
wording can be placed in our weekly Order of Service in honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemorate an im-
portant event. You can use the church florist for a cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrangements can be simple 
or elaborate — the choice is yours! See the sign up sheet in The Barnard Room on Sundays during Fellowship, or con-
tact the church office if you have questions: 978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 

Thanks to a Year’s Worth of Fellowship Hosts 
We would like to take this opportunity to recognize all those who hosted Fellowship Hour for the past year. Your 
hospitality is an essential part of this congregation. This list is to the best of our knowledge based on the records 
we have, so if anyone’s name is omitted, we apologize and hope you will let us know.   
 
Thank you to all of the following people from May 2011 to April 2012.  
Alicia Diozzi, Karen Veno, The Gentlemen of the First Church, The Lebzelter’s , The Harten;s Joan Hannah, The 
Schultz’s, Natalie Jaeger, Julia Bethman, Lynn & Ryan Donovan, Joe Perron, Jennifer Barz-Snell, Mary Krigbaum, 
The Women of the First Church, Peter Copelas, Jr., Bob Allen, Bob Soucy, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Duncan and 
Cindi Cox, The Fritz’s The Pini’s, The Keenan/McLaughlin’s , Elizabeth Nugent, The Burbank’s, The Barz-
Snell;s, Mary Collari, The Palmer’s, Patti Roka, Jessica Kane, Kata McGarigal, Susan Bean, Chris Finn, Sue Kirby, 
Jim Ognibene, Rachel Raum, Jamie Hoover, Maureen Olson, Brenda Briana and Community Fellowship, Tommy 
Leon, Don Glover, William Henning, Thomas MacDonald, Joseph & Agnes Buchanan, Sally Millice, and the Mu-
sic Committees. 
 

To all who hosted in May 2012: 
  May 6: The Fellowship Committee  May 13: The Gentlemen of the First Church 
  May 20: The Fellowship Committee  May 27: Mary Krigbuam 
 
Be sure to sign up for Fellowship for the month of June in the Barnard Room.  
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June 2: Work Party & 
Lunch 
 
The MPIC would like to inform you of 
a key work party this Saturday, June 
2, 9am‐3pm, for the purpose of get‐
ting the RE classrooms ready, prepar‐
ing for the return of Henny Penny, 
and preparing for the First Church 
picnic.  Lunch will be served for volun‐
teers that day.  Please notify Dave 
Helen, Volunteer Coordinator 
(dhelen@hbs.edu), Steve Palmer 
(steve.palmer@agilent.com) or  
Catherine 
(firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com) if 
you are able to attend. Thank you! 

Notice of  
Special Meeting  

 
To the Members of the First Congrega‐
tional Society: 
  

You are hereby notified that a Special 
Meeting of the First Congregational 
Society in Salem will be held in the 
Meetinghouse at 316 Essex Street, 
Salem, Massachusetts, on Sunday, 
June 17, directly after the morning 
Service, for the following purposes: 
  
 1. To approve proposed paint color 
for the Meetinghouse, so that painting 
can begin this summer. 

  
 

Jazz Sunday: June 24 
 

Summer's here, which means it's time 
for jazz at First Church!  On June 24 
we will be joined by the amazing vo‐
calist and composer Rebecca Shrimp‐
ton, with the equally amazing Carolyn 
Wilkins on piano and Willie Sordillo 
on alto saxophone.  Rebecca, Carolyn, 
and Willie each combine remarkable 
careers as performers, recording art‐
ists, and educators with a gift for lift‐
ing souls and spirits through mu‐
sic.  Mark your calendars, it will be a 
service you won't want to miss. 
 


