
We have many blessings for which we can and should give thanks this season.  Most of us just 
endured the second largest storm in recorded history, Hurricane Sandy, with only minor in-
convenience.  (As I write this my home is still without power.)  We find that our economy, at 
least regionally, is picking up slightly with people finding jobs and homes a little more easily 
than last year.  We have roofs over our heads and food on our tables and a wonderful commu-
nity of which we are a part. 
 
I have been reminded recently of this last blessing while listening to other religious voices in 
our society making their views known.  A few months ago, when I was visiting my father in 
South Carolina, I had ample opportunity to listen to the preachers on the local radio.  This is a 
phenomenon in that part of the country with no real comparison here in New England.  I re-
member driving along and listening to one "minister" declare that "Obamacare is evil and had 
to be repealed."  The words stuck me with amazement.  The Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (as it is really called) could be described in many ways.  It puts rules in place that 
limit how insurance companies can operate and requires every citizen to have health insurance.  
It was modeled on the system we have (enjoy?) here in Massachusetts, a system signed into law 
by Governor Romney himself.  It actually does quite a bit of good when it comes to protecting 
people with pre-existing conditions and ensuring that women have access to affordable health-
care and that senior citizens do not pay massive fees for their prescription medication. 
 
Now, some might disagree with such a piece of legislation, as have many insurance companies.  
Some might even call it misguided or wrong, but how can someone denounce this law as 
"evil"?  We live in the only G-8 nation (i.e. wealthy, industrialized) that does not have some 
semblance of a single payer healthcare system.  Canada, the UK, France, Germany, Japan and 
others all have a healthcare system that cost less per person and has better public health out-
comes than we have here in the United States.  We also live in a nation that was founded on 
Biblical principles, among them "...just as you did it to one of the least of these... you did unto 
me.” (Matthew 23:40) 
 
Religion is a force that can appeal to people's basest instincts and prejudices or can encourage 
and enlighten the best parts of who we are as human beings, as souls on a journey.  We here in 
Salem know a little bit about this.  As various religious voices around the country weigh in on 
the issues this election season, I, for one, find myself thankful indeed to be a part of a faith 
tradition and community that encourages not just faith but reason, not just religious devotion 
but compassion.  That is one of the many things for which I will be giving thanks this year. 
 
We have many fun and inspiring events happening at the First Church this month.  I hope you 
will join us.   
 
See you in church.   
 
 
 
 

Minister’s Musings 
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The Ames Covenant 

In the love of truth  
and the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God  
and the service of humankind. 

Daylight Savings 
Time ends on Novem-
ber 4. Be sure to re-
member to reset 
your clock back one 
hour on Saturday 
evening, November 
4. 

VOLUME 13, NUMBER 3 
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November Schedule of Events 
November 4  (Daylight Savings Time ends. Clocks 
back Saturday, Nov. 3 before bed) 
 All Souls Day Candle Lighting Service, 10:30 am.  
 OWL, 6pm 

 

November 6 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 

November 8 
 Standing Committee, 7:15 pm 

 

November 10 
 Choir Rehearsal, 10am 

 

November 11 
 Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
 Religious Education: Guest Speaker Tim Turner  
 Diwali Celebration (see next page), Encouraged to wear 
white 
 OWL, 6pm 
 Wisdom of Faith Series continues at 6pm  

 

November 13 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 

November 14 
 Salem Pantry Bagging, 5pm 

 

November 17 
 OWL Overnight begins at 9am 
 Salem Pantry Distribution, 9am 

 

November 18 Thanksgiving Sunday 
 Choir Rehearsal, 9am 
 Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
 Community Fellowship 

 

November 20 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 

November 22 –  Happy Thanksgiving 
 

November 24 
 Lifebridge Dinner, 4:45 pm 

 

November 25 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 
 Pageant Casting  

 

November 27 
 Alliance, 12pm 

Join us for the Christmas Tradition of Evensong 
by the Boston Boys Choir. All net proceeds go 

to the First Church.  
 

Saturday, December 8 
4:30pm:Evensong by Boston Boys Choir,  
 Meeting House, $15 online, $20 at door 
 

6:30pm:Dickens Musical Composition and Reception, 
 Cleveland Room, Victorian Garb encouraged 
 $25 online, $30 at door 
 

More information at www.dickensnorthofboston.com 
 

New Name Badge Sign-Ups Available 
Go to the link below and complete the form online. A sign-up 
sheet is also available in the Barnard Room.  
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dHVyeDB2SklodUhMYkVrcGRnamdJVnc6MQ#g
id=0 

TWO EVENTS COMING  
DECEMBER 8! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1   
 

2 3 
Reset Clocks 
before bed. 

4 Daylight Savings 
- All Souls Candle Lighting 
Service, 10:30am 
- OWL, 6pm 

5 6  
- Alliance 12pm 

7 
 

8 
- Standing Cmte,  
7:15pm 

9 10 
10am Choir Re-
hearsal 

11  
- Sunday Service, 10:30am  
-Tim Turner @ RE during Service 
- Divali Celebration during 
Fellowship, Wear white 
- OWL, 6pm 
- Wisdom of Faith, 6pm  

12 13 
- Alliance 12pm 
  

14 
- Salem Pantry Bag-
ging 5pm 

15 
- Henny Penny 
Thanksgiving Feast 

16 
 

17 
- OWL Overnight 
Starts at 9am  
- Salem Pantry 
Distribution 9am 

18 Thanksgiving Sunday 
- Choir Rehearsal, 9am  
- Sunday Service, 10:30am 
- Community Fellowship 

19 20 
- Alliance 12pm 

21 
 
 

22 
Thanksgiving 

23 24 
- Lifebridge dinner,  
4:45pm; 

25 
- Sunday Service, 10:30am 
- Pageant Casting 

26 27 
- Alliance 12pm 

28 29 30  

 
All Sunday Services begin at 10:30am. Childcare is provided.  
   
- 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 2  

Upcoming 
 

Sunday, November 4: All Souls Candle Lighting Service 
We will be remembering those who have died in our All Souls Service. 

Please bring your items of remembrance for our altar on November 4th. 
Items that remind you of a loved one, photographs, poetry or prose - all are 

welcome - as we remember those who have gone on before us. 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, November 11: Diwali Celebration  
During the service and Fellowship Hour we will learn about and have a 
celebration of Diwali, the Hindu Festival of Light.  Traditionally this 
involves lighting candles or lamps to symbolize the triumph of good 
over evil.  Everyone is invited to wear something white.   
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From the Standing Committee 
 
Fall finds the First Church up, running and engaged, both in new programs and putting the finishing touches on old 
ones. Lights have been hung and rewired in the Meeting House, plans are under way to paint the entryway to match the 
walls in the rest of the Meeting House and a few other behind the scenes (or rather behind the walls!) improvements to 
our electrical and safety systems are being implemented. 
 
     Coming up in January, Jeff will be taking his much needed and well earned sabbatical. A small team is getting to-
gether to provide coverage for the many things he does for the church during his absence. We will be arranging guest 
ministers for each Sunday, providing pastoral care as needed and overseeing the day to day maintenance and operation 
of the church and its staff. It should be an exciting time where we will get to hear from a variety of other ministers and 
expand our world view and hear the challenge of reason from different perspectives. 
 
     We have also heard a request from the First Universalist Society of Salem, our sister church who so graciously 
housed us as we came together last year during our reconstruction, to consider coming together in a 
more permanent fashion. They have formed an options committee to look at how they will go forward as a congregation 
and have asked us to consider allowing them to join us. As a welcoming congregation and as fellow UUs in the city of 
Salem, we should welcome and help them along on whatever path they may choose. We are currently looking at ways in 
which the two congregations can continue the good work and connections that were forged between us already and see 
what the future might bring if we were to come together more closely. 
 
     Lastly, as winter is coming, we'd like to put out the call for any donations of firewood to be used in the fireplace in 
the Cleveland room for the coming season to help keep fellowship warm and toasty in the cold winter months. Please let 
Jeff, Catherine or myself know if you have any to donate. 
 
Chris Granniss 
Chair, Standing Committee  

Around the Parish 
Our condolences to choir member and church friend Paul 
Levesque upon the passing of his mother, Ruth.  There was 
a service on October 17 at St. Anne's Parish at which the Paul 
Madore Chorale performed. 
 

Alan Hanscom has published his first novel after three years 
of writing and editing.  "Sharon of Two Salems" can be 
downloaded from Amazon in a Kindle edition. 
 

Denise Granniss will be directing a children's play in Willson 
Hall in December.   The show is based on the whimsical chil-
dren's story, "The Very Persistent Gappers of Fripp," by the 
incomparable George Saunders. 
 

Peter Copelas, Jr. continues to recover from a broken hip at 
Spaulding Rehab North here in Salem. 
 

George and Ellen Brandenburg had their sailboat "survive" 
Hurricane Sandy while tied to a mooring out in Salem Har-
bor.  Several other boats were not so lucky. 
 

The First Church held its Annual Halloween Party in our re-
cently renovated Willson Hall for the first time.  Bob Soucy, 
Valentine Burbank and Deb DiGuilio did a great job with 

the decorations and preparations.  Some of the costumes were 
very fun this year, including our minister who came dressed as a 
missionary of sorts. 
 

 
 
Longtime church member and local per-
sonality and community leader, Bill Burns 
passed away this month.  He was 86.  Bill 
grew up along Salem Common and at-
tended the Second Church in Salem 
(where the Witch Museum now resides) as 
a boy.  He went on to graduate from B.U. 
and have a long career in public relations 
as well as a few stints as an elected official 
here in Salem.  His service was held here 
on Friday, October 19 with Jeff Barz-Snell 
officiating.  It may have set a new record for its duration and 
the amount of laughter.  Bill was truly a "one of a kind" Salem 
gentleman and his witty presence in the neighborhood will be 
missed. 



Page  5 The Herald     Vol. 13, No. 3 

Please Help Us Meet Our Annual Giving Goal!  
 
Contribution Statements through September 
As we enter the last two months of the church’s fiscal year, it is more important than ever to consider how much 
we appreciate what First Church has given to each of us and to our community during the last year and to give ac-
cordingly.  By now, all members and most friends of First Church should have received an updated contribution 
statement reflecting their giving through the end of September.  If you made a pledge to the church, your state-
ment will include a comparison of your year-to-date giving against your pledge.  If you don’t receive a statement or 
think that there might be a discrepancy, please don’t hesitate to contact the Stewardship Committee at steward-
ship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
 
We want to send a special THANK YOU to all of those members and friends who have met their pledge already.  
If you are in a position to do so, we ask you to consider giving more to offset some of our additional property ex-
penses this year.   
 
If you haven’t been able to meet your pledge, you still have two months to help the church reach its annual giving 
goal of $90,000! 
 
For those who didn’t’ get a chance to make a pledge, but have enjoyed Jeff’s sermons during Sunday services or 
the Religious Education Program for your children or the beauty of our historic meetinghouse, please consider 
giving generously during this time.   
 
Year-to-Date Giving: 
Through the 2nd Sunday in October (October 13th), the church reached 67% of its annual giving goal of $90,000.  
This compares to 67% at this same point in 2011 and 66% in 2010.  As you can see we are right on target, but we 
have a long way to go ($29,700) to reach our goal.  
 
This has been a very exciting year for the church, but it has come with its share of financial challenges.  The cost 
of re-occupying our church home has been more costly than expected and we now have the added burden of pay-
ing interest on the monies borrowed from the endowment to complete the addition.  On the other side of the 
ledger, our spring receipts were affected by the fact that we weren’t worshipping in our own space.  Also, revenues 
received for space at the church has been slow to return to pre-construction levels.  
 
Help us get back on track toward our goal.  Please make arrangements to deliver your contributions in church or 
by mail.  Most banks offer a convenient online bill payment service that takes care of cutting a check and mailing 
it.  If you would like to consider this option, but feel uncomfortable setting it up, please contact a member of the 
Stewardship Committee and we can help. 
  
If you have any questions about Stewardship at First Church, please feel free to contact any one of us:   
Robyn Giannopolo, Bill Henning, Steve Palmer and Marlene Warner. 

Stewardship Update 
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”    - Winston Churchill   
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From Religious Education  
Religious Education has had a wonderful October. Our new spaces are working out well and we are thrilled with 
the possibilities the new building offers our program.  Our annual Halloween Family Fun Night was held in Will-
son Hall and a great time was had by all 90 plus folks in attendance. Thanks to all who helped to make this party 
so wonderful, Bob S, Valentina B, Natalie J, Alicia D, and Julie A who all played a vital part in making the evening 
a success. A special thanks to all our families who attended, in costume or without - you make all the fun happen! 
You rock! 
 

Our first Jack-o-Lantern silent auction was a success. Thanks to those who donated the fabulous pumpkin crea-
tions and those who bid on them. We were able to raise funds to support the Middle School students in their up-
coming micro loan session plus help fund some other projects! 
 

In November we have some great special events planned. In support of our Justice theme this year, our students in 
grades 4 through 8 have been learning about indigenous peoples of the Americas. We began with Columbus and 
the Tiano people and are now investigating the Wampanoag people who are native to the area we now inhabit.  In 
support of this theme, we have invited Tim Turner of Native Plymouth Tours to come and speak with the stu-
dents on November 11th during our regular Religious Education time in Willson Hall. Mr. Turner is an interpreter 
at the Wampanoag Home site at Plimouth Plantation. The presentation is about how Native Americans lived in 
the 17th century and will include hands on activities with handmade reproductions of Native artifacts and role play-
ing.  Please be sure to have your student here for this special event. Parents and members are invited also. 
On November 17 and 18th our OWL students will be having their overnight from Saturday morning though ser-
vice on Sunday. Good luck to them, their teachers and chaperones! 
 

Our students in grades 2-3, the Explorers, are continuing their investigation of the Seven Principles of Unitarian 
Universalism.   First Steps, grades K-1, are learning about being good to each other using the Arthur series of chil-
dren’s books. 
 

Interested in working with our great Middle school students? In December we will be learning about poverty and 
opportunity in the third world by exploring the Kiva microloan website. ( www.kiva.org ) We are looking for a few 
folks to assist with this endeavor. Contact Deb DiGiulio for more information. This will be fun and rewarding! 
Peace 

Deb DiGiulio, RE Director 

2012 Religious Education and Pageant Schedule 
 

Sun, November 4 OWL [Please arrive 5 minutes early. Class starts promptly at 6pm].  
Sat, November 17 OWL Overnight begins 9am Saturday 
Sun, November 18 Thanksgiving Sunday 
Sun, November 25 Pageant Casting  
Sun, December 2 12pm Pageant Rehearsal  
         6pm OWL [Please arrive 5 minutes early. Class starts promptly at 6pm].  
Sun, December 9 12pm Pageant Rehearsal  
         6pm OWL [Please arrive 5 minutes early. Class starts promptly at 6pm].  
Sun, December 16 12pm Rehearsal 
SATURDAY, December 22 10:00am Dress Rehearsal 
Sun, December 23 Pageant Sunday 9am Arrival, Costumes, Make-Up 
     10:30am Service and Pageant 
     12:00pm Annual Holiday Party 
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From the Music Director 
 
It’s May, then you blink and it’s the end of October. We’re 
all wondering if we’ll have to fight the traffic to get to 
church on Sunday; Phil is concerned that he’d better pa-
trol the front door to the meeting house lest tourists tramp 
in to take  
pictures during Jeff’s (or, in this case, Rose’s) sermon; we 
hope we’ll regain our city by next Thursday and, in one 
piece, and poof! tomorrow is Thanksgiving, and the day 
after is Christmas. 
 
Thank God I can exaggerate and, in fact, there is a lot of 
living time in between and loads of good music to make 
our life more rosy and, in 12 days, no more disgusting and 
blatantly false election commercials sponsored by who 
knows who…. And don’t get me started on whether we’ll 
all survive that. Pray, folks, and everybody vote, several 
times. Just kidding!!  
 
As I hinted in my last paragraph, thank God and loads of 
talented musicians for good music. I’m always amazed 
(well, I really know it will happen) at how well our choir 
performs each time they participate in services. That’s one 
of the things that keeps me going. I now have to look for-
ward to 2 big choir events this year, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, which I know will be uplifting and heartwarm-
ing experiences. As I’ve been in church a little more than 
usual lately (2 funerals and a wedding), I just marvel at 
how beautiful a meeting house we have and, believe it or 
not, I do think, as was pointed out to me recently by our 
organ builder George Bozeman, that the painting has im-
proved our acoustics.  
 
So, on the horizon is a choir rehearsal on Saturday, No-
vember 10th and Thanksgiving Sunday on the 18th, and 
then on to holiday preparations. To quote the well known 
song: “My life goes on in endless song, how can I keep 
from singing”. 
 
See you in church, 
 
Paul Madore   

 

From Henny Penny 
 
Greetings, 
 
Our Henny Penny Halloween Party was terrific!  We had 
30 children, 7 parent volunteers, and a host of centers to 
explore . . . jewelry making, cookie decorating, ghost toss, 
stamping & stickers and sparkle play dough.  We wrapped 
up our morning with some trick or treating through the 
Ropes Mansion Garden.  The weather cooperated and the 
children enjoyed their walk together as the parents passed 
out goodies that did not include candy.  A big hit was the 
bag of clementines, each decorated with the face of a jack-
o-lantern!!!!  
  
The Halloween Holiday gave us a wonderful opportunity 
to schedule a visit on behalf of Barone Dental.  Miss 
Rhonda and Miss Jenn visited the school, shared a brief 
movie, talked to the children about dental health and in-
troduced everyone to Digger the Dental Dog.  Everyone 
went home with a goody bag filled with information, 
toothpaste, floss, and new tooth brushes.   Now, let's get 
these kiddos to practice their skills with their new brushes 
before, during and after the candy buckets arrive in the 
home, the night of Halloween. 
  
The Thanksgiving Feast, scheduled for November 15th at 
10:45, is just around the corner. This is a wonderful op-
portunity for the children to learn about and prepare for a 
traditional Thanksgiving Feast and share a meal with new 
friends.  We would be thrilled to have members of the 
church attend this delicious community event.   We also 
extend invitations to the John Bertram House, Grandpar-
ents of the Henny Penny kids, and/or special friends who 
play a role in the life of a young child.  Please RSVP at 978
-745-7315. 
  
Enjoy the windy and chilly days ahead with your loved 
ones, 
 
Kerry Martin and Barbara Hermann 
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There have been many exciting moments as we have settled into our beautifully newly renovated space. While 
much of our focus is, of course, on the improved aesthetics, we should remember the less obvious and much 
needed improvements that drove the project. 
 
Last spring, Donna Fritz spoke movingly of the need for universal access. When she began attending this church, 
and had her 2nd child, Sophia dedicated. Mike’s Grandather, Vincent Peluso, or ‘Papere’, was unable to attend the 
service. Papere was by far one of Mike’s favorite people, had a huge influence on him growing up and was also a 
very religious person. Unfortunately, there wasn’t a safe way for him to get in and out of the building. Donna and 
Mike are not the only ones who have had grandparents miss Christmas pageants or other meaningful family times 
here. In some cases, families who attend regularly could not attend on holidays because there simply wasn’t a way 
to get the entire family to be together here at First Church because of mobility issues. 
 
Now that this renovation is complete and we have universal access, it will once again affect Donna’s family. Her 
sister’s 3-year-old daughter, Sherrie, will attend Henny Penny, our wonderful nursery program upstairs. Without 
universal access this would not have been a choice for their family. You see her sister, Wendy, has Huntington’s 
disease, a neurodegenerative disease which affects both mind and body. The likelihood of Wendy being able to get 
up and down the stairs without falling in the next 2 years is small. Thanks to the new elevator, Wendy will be able 
to attend all the special events and childhood milestones her daughter will be experiencing in nursery school. 
 
Recently, a few of us standing around at Fellowship, noticed a woman in a motorized wheelchair navigating 
through the Cleveland room. It was a surprising sight for a moment and a welcome and conspicuous reminder of 
what was possible now as a result of the renovation. 
 
The stewards of the capital campaign are arranging visits to ask members and friends to consider pledging to this 
very worthy project and to reduce the burden the endowment now bears.  Please meet with the volunteers, consid-
ering pledging and help us celebrate that we are now truly open to all. 
 
Donna Fritz and Denise Granniss 
for the Capital Campaign committee 

From the Capital Campaign  

A new novel by First Church member Alan C. Hanscom  
Sharon of Two Salems 
 
 
A woman in Salem, Virginia suspects she's a witch after some unexplained events 
happen in her life. Convinced that her conservative aunt and other church members 
will soon figure it out, she quietly moves to Salem, Massachusetts, a city already 
host to modern-day witches. However, as she’s in the process of moving, she meets 
two space aliens. And so the adventure begins. 
 
    The Kindle version of “Sharon of Two Salems” is already available on ama-
zon.com. The Kindle app can be downloaded for free on PCs, Macs, and smart 
phones for those who don't have a Kindle.  
 
ISBN: 9780988369306 
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LIFEBRIDGE 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volunteer to shop or to serve in October. 

Richard and Ellen Brandenburg, Duncan Cox, Sue Kirby, Russell Lane, Richard L'heureux, Lynn Taggart, 
Maria Voss   

Volunteers are needed on a monthly basis at Lifebridge. Members and friends of the First Church serve dinner once a 
month—on the fourth Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. You can help out by shopping, or serving dinner that night, or both—
the choice is yours! The next dinner will be served Saturday, November 24. Contact Duncan Cox to volunteer 
coxes3@verizon.net. 

G e t  I n v o l v e d / A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  

FELLOWSHIP 
Fellowship is looking for a few new members so if you like people and food, please email Alicia at 
msdiozzi@yahoo.com to find out more about joining Fellowship.  We are looking for hosts as we head into the 
Fall, so please email for information on that as well.  What better way to get to know your First Church neighbors 
and make new friends?  Looking forward to clinking blue and white cups with you soon. You can still also sign up 
to host Fellowship by leaving your contact information on the sign up sheet in the Barnard Room following ser-
vices on Sunday.  
  

Thank you to our October Fellowship hosts: Helen Sides, Carol Hedstrom, The Warner-Streffs,The Barz-
Snells, The Coxes, The Fritz’s, The Bassett’s and  The Burbank’s.  

FLOWERS 
Sign up to provide flowers for our services in November and beyond. Special wording can be placed in our weekly Or-
der of Service in honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemorate an important event. You can use the church 
florist for a cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrangements can be simple or elaborate — the choice is yours! 
See the sign up sheet in the Barnard Room on Sundays during Fellowship, or contact the church office if you have 
questions: 978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com  

SALEM FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry housed at First Universalist will move up it's pantry dates one week to accommodate the upcoming Thanks-
giving holiday. 

The next bagging date is Wednesday November 14 starting at 5:00 pm.  The pantry will be Saturday November 17 
from 9:30-11:30 am. We serve over 100 families from Salem each month. The need is growing and we appreciate even an 
hour of your time.  
 
If you have questions or wish to be added to a volunteer reminder email list, please contact Pantry Volunteer Coordinator 
Tom Gifford at 978-744-6334 or giffordtj@hotmail.com 
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“WE GATHER TOGETHER”“WE GATHER TOGETHER”  
On Sunday November 18th, First Church members and 
friends are asked to bring a dish to share at our Annual 
Thanksgiving Community Fellowship.  From simple cheese 
and crackers to your fanciest baked goods, we love it 
all.  Items specifically for kids' table are welcome, but no 
nuts, please.  Items with nuts can go on the adults' table, 
but need to be labeled.  Clean up help is greatly appreciated 
as well.  Please email Alicia at msdiozzi@yahoo.com for in-
formation, to let us know if  you need the stove to heat 
something, or to be part of  the clean up team.  Community 
Fellowships are always a great time; we hope to see every-
one there! 

Minister: Reverend Jeffrey Barz-Snell 

Director of Music:  L. Paul Madore 
Director of Henny Penny: Kerry Martin 

Director of Religious Education: Deb DiGiulio 
Chair of the Standing Committee: Chris Granniss 

Archivist: Kristin Kobialka 

Administrator: Catherine Bertrand 
Sexton:  Phil Currier 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


