
I’ve invited you all to this chat in the fervent hope that between us we can find a new word for Steward-
ship, and allow this principled and venerable old friend a period of well-earned rest.  He’s adorned so 
many letters, post cards, e-mails, morning announcements, and even sermons that he’s become too com-
fortable, and maybe lost some of that keen spiritual and intellectual edge we’ve always valued.  He’s even 
promising to show up at a number of upcoming, otherwise perfectly sociable events, despite many well-
placed hints.  Let’s take the burden off of his shoulders and let some other of our many best and bright-
est let their light shine.  What do you say? 
 

Okay, to start the brainstorming, let’s see what this thing is we’re trying to describe.  Well, its’ about 
money, right? Yes indeed, but don’t we prefer “funds”?  And we need more, ever more, of course, so 
how about “Fund Raising”?  Straight to the point; even our old Yankee friend Stew can appreciate that!  
And it’s a name tag that any congregation member will recognize on sight at fellowship.  Well that was 
easy! 
 

But wait.  I hear a shy new member asking, “So we don’t care where the money comes from, as long as 
it’s enough, right?”  We’re UUs, so of course we have to be democratic and consider this.  But why 
should the source of the funds matter, as long as we can fund the budget?  Okay, done, let’s move on, 
“Fund Raising” it is.   
 

Hold on, I hear some of you saying, “of course it matters!  The value of the gift is to the giver as well as 
the giftee!”  And as UUs we believe in the power of giving.  So how about “Giving”?  Hmmm.  Interest-
ing.  Silence in the virtual room.  Some of you are thinking, well, there are so many ways to give; do we 
want to appropriate this word for this simple material exercise?  Still others are reminding us that we’re 
all doing “Giving” in our lives outside the church, to WBUR, our alma mater, the United Way…so do 
we just have to stand in line? 
How about some others?  Anybody? 
 

“Appeal”? Perhaps too legalistic? 
“Drive”? Okay when we build our new hospital. 
“Fiscal (something or other)”?  No, sorry. Uh-uh.   
 

Alright, guess it’s time to cast a wider net.  Maybe we need a Facilitator.  Well, we’re UUs, so there’s a 
really good chance there’s more than one in the room.  Please, ladies and gentlemen, go right ahead and 
lead this exercise.  What is it we’re looking for, you ask?  “Well, it’s...I think it might be...”, I stammer. 
 

“It’s alignment.  What we’re looking for is alignment”, says one of our young adults. 
 

“Good, very good.  Say more,” says the Facilitator. 
 

“Well, I’m new to this, but I think that we want is to align our income with our expenses.  And we want 
to align our expenses with our programs.  And we want to align our programs with our mission.  But 
probably most of all, we members want to be aligned with what we think is most important.” More si-
lence.  Darn, our RE program is good! 
“Anything more?” asks the Facilitator. 
 

“Well, to become a steward (I think that’s what you call it) is an act of alignment, in which you place 
what you have right next to what is important.  So you have to ask yourself: what is important?  And 
then you need to find out: what is needed?  And then you need to ask: what can I do?  Then you do it, 
and finally, you feel right about it, because what you are doing is aligned with what’s important.  That’s 
being a steward.” 
 

“Okay. Never mind. Stewardship. Let’s go with it!” 
- Steve Palmer, Stewardship  Committee  

Steward’s Musings 
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May Schedule of Events 
 

Sunday, May 5: ANNUAL MEETING 
 Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
 Annual Meeting follows service 

 

Wednesday, May 9 
 Standing Committee, 7:15 pm 

 

Sunday, May 12: MOTHER’S DAY/Jazz Sunday 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 

 

Sunday, May 19 
Flower Communion 
Stewardship Sunday 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am,  
 Sundae Sunday during Fellowship 

 

Wednesday, May 22 
 Salem Pantry Bagging, 5pm 

 

Saturday, May 25 
 Salem Pantry Distribution, 9am 
 Lifebridge Dinner, 4:45 pm 

 

Sunday, May 27: MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 

Sunday Highlights in May and June 
 

As always, Sundays in May and June are full of special events that you’ll 
want to make sure to note. Here’s a quick overview.  

Services begin at 10:30am. 
 

Sunday, May 5  —  Annual Meeting  

The 384th Annual Meeting of the First Church will take place 
following the morning service. All members should plan to 
attend. Rev. Sarah Lammert preaching. 

 

Sunday, May 12  —  Mother’s Day/Jazz Sun-
day 

Fellowship hosted by the Gentlemen of The First Church 
See sign up in the Barnard Room. Claire Donaldson preaching.  

 

Sunday, May 19  Morning Service  

Flower Communion and Stewardship Sunday.  
RE’s Annual Sundae Sunday.  
Jesse Jaeger Preaching.  

 

Sunday, May 26  -  Memorial Day Sunday 

Rev. Ellen Brandenburg Preaching.  
 

Sunday, June 2  —  Church Picnic 

We will once again be grilling up hamburgers, hot dogs, veg-
gie burgers. Bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share. See 
sign up in the Barnard Room.  
Rev. Jeffrey Barz-Snell returns from Sabbatical.  

 

Sunday, June 9 [Church Picnic rain date] 
 

Sunday, June 16  -  RE Sunday/Father’s Day 

Our annual RE Recognition Sunday. Come join us we honor 
our youths’ accomplishments in the RE program over the past 
year. Fellowship hosted by the Ladies of The First Church 
See sign up in the Barnard Room.   
 

Sunday, June 23   

Doug Brendel Preaching 
 

Sunday, June 30  -  Last Worship of  the Sea-
son 

Join us for the last service before July break and the Question 
Box Sermon 

WARRANT 
CALL TO  

THE ANNUAL MEETING 
  

To the Members of the First Congregational Society: 
 

You are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of 
the First Congregational Society in Salem will be held 

in the Cleveland Room of the church at 316 Essex 
Street, Salem, Massachusetts, on SUNDAY, MAY 5, 
2013, directly after the morning Service, for the fol-

lowing purposes: 
 

1)  To receive and act upon the reports of the Soci-
ety; 
2)  To elect a Moderator and Officers of the Society; 
3)  To transact such other business as may properly 
come before the meeting. 
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 
 

2  
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 ANNUAL MEETING  
-  Sunday Service, 10:30am 
 
 
-  

6   7 8 
 

9 
- Standing Cmte,  
      7:15pm 

10 
 

11 

12 MOTHER’S DAY  
- Jazz  Sunday Service, 
10:30am 
 

13 
 

14 15 
 

16 17 18 

19 Flower Communion 
       Stewardship Sunday  
-  Sunday Service, 10:30am 
- RE’s Sundae Sunday 
during Fellowship 

20 
 

21 22 
- Salem Pantry, 5pm 
Bagging 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
- Salem Pantry, 9am 
Distribution 
- Lifebridge, 4:45pm 

26 MEMORIAL DAY 
- Sunday Service, 
10:30am-  

27  28 29 
 

30 

 
31  

 
Sunday Services at 10:30 am  

M A Y  2 0 1 3  

Around the Parish 
Some of our Religious Education students will be 
graduation from high school and heading off to college 
in the fall and we’d like to say congratulations and let you 
know where they’re heading! Theodora Burbank will be 
heading to Smith College, Andrew Truong to Holy 
Cross and Hannah Palmer to University of Edinburgh. 
You’ll be missed! 
 
Young John Newhall and his father Charlie just re-
turned from 10 days in London. A fine time was had and 
some sites included the Globe Theatre and the British 
Museum.  
 
The Brandenburgs have been gallivanting in Turkey 
and will have returned with many tales, we’re certain, by 
the time the Herald is printed and distributed.  
 
Peter Andrew Copelas’s daughter, Sarah, is graduating 
this May from Mount Holyoke. Congratulations to both 
dad and daughter!  

 
Welcome to our new sexton, Fabio Chacon [insert round 
of applause here]. Fabio previously served as a custodian 
at the Village School in Marblehead. He is from Colombia 
and lives in Peabody with his wife and family. Welcome!  
 
Our Reverend, Jeff Barz-Snell, has done a great deal of 
traveling during his Sabbatical. Much of it is noted in the 
Annual Report including Israel, Egypt as well as South 
Carolina. Currently he is in Oxford, England at the Ando-
ver Newton Theological School doing an independent 
study with one of the professors there.  He is doing a 
great deal of reading and writing in the morning and at-
tending lectures and programs and hanging out later in the 
day and has been invited to preach at one of the chapels 
as well. When Catherine, our Administrator, expressed 
concern about whether or not there was any fun to be had 
in stuffy Oxford, Jeff assured her there was and sent a link 
to the local pubs.  
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From Religious Education  
Congratulations to our graduating OWL students. Seven-
teen students will complete the 27 session Our Whole Lives 
program on May 5th.  I believe bringing OWL to these sev-
enteen young people is one of the greatest accomplish-
ments of First Church this year, and it certainly will have 
lifelong value for the students who participated.  Here is 
how the Unitarian Universalist Association describes OWL:  
 
Our Whole Lives helps participants make informed and responsible 
decisions about their sexual health and behavior. It equips partici-
pants with accurate, age-appropriate information in six subject areas: 
human development, relationships, personal skills, sexual behavior, 
sexual health, and society and culture. Grounded in a holistic view of 
sexuality, Our Whole Lives not only provides facts about anatomy 
and human development, but also helps participants clarify their val-
ues, build interpersonal skills, and understand the spiritual, emo-
tional, and social aspects of sexuality. 
 
Here is the list of students who will be celebrating their 
OWL graduation on May 5th: Luce Brandt, Cordelia Bur-
bank, Jake Diozzi, Jason Hedstrom, Aiden Keenan, Jennie 
Krigbaum, Jacob Barz-Snell, Sam Martin, Jacob Pini, Adam 
Truong, Nicole Veno, Lillian Waxman, Leah Fortin, Ben 
Hedstrom,  Daniel Pini, Nick Vitale*, Eli Miller*. Con-
gratulations! 
 

A program with 27 sessions and seventeen 7th to 9th graders 
is not without challenges. Special gratitude and thanks to 
our four OWL  leaders who dedicated so much time, effort 
and love to this program and to these students; Jesse Jaeger, 
Trish Newhall, Mike  Fritz, and Claire Donaldson. Be sure 
to thank them for their service to our community when you 
meet them in Fellowship or elsewhere! 
  
On Sunday, May 19, Religious Education will host Sundae 
Sunday. We will have ice cream sundaes for sale during Fel-
lowship to benefit to Merlin’s Kids Foundation. (http://
www.merlinskids.org/) When you participate in an RE 
fundraising event, you are not only supporting a worthy 
social justice cause, you are joining with our children as 
they gain firsthand experience putting their Unitarian Uni-
versalist faith into action.  
 
As the wonderful spring weather approaches, keep in mind 
that your presence is important. Sunday morning is the time 
for our whole congregation to gather and be in community.  
Our children and youth look to the adults to set an exam-
ple. I want our youth to know religion is as important as 
school or work. Plus, we miss you when you are not here! 
 
Happy spring! 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

From the Master Planning Implementation Committee 
 

Hope we can catch your attention while you are contemplating those new plantings in your garden or agonizing about which 
painting project you should get done before October… 
 
New members still wanted: The MPIC is actively seeking new members.  In the new church year we’ll be starting a three-year 
Master Plan refresh.  While we don’t expect it will lead to the kind of change recently experienced, we think it will nonethe-
less consider some very interesting ideas and issues. If you like envisioning possibilities and thinking about future congrega-
tions, we’ve got a spot for you.  Meetings are monthly, normally on a Sunday morning before service (A & J King often 
served!).  Please approach one of us if you have any questions. 
 
Space Survey: Our major undertaking for the next several months will be a new space use survey.  Many of you will recall 
that a comprehensive survey of the uses of church spaces and the space needs of our several groups was a critical element of 
the first revision of the Master Plan.  It’s time to refresh that survey, given the new conditions of space and the growth of 
membership.  We’ll be setting up an interview process beginning in the next few months.  If you are interested in this proc-
ess, please speak with one of us. 
 
A Huge Thank You! 
We are extremely gratified by the large number of members who have pitched in during the many work parties (daughter 
Hannah insists this term is listed as the prime example of “oxymoron” in Webster’s …), but we would like to offer a particu-
larly heartfelt thank you to First Church staff members and an incredibly able group of stalwart volunteers (yes, you know 
who you are!).  So thanks very much! 
 
Master Planning Implementation Committee 
Dave Helen, Paul Madore, Betty Nichols, Steve Palmer 
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From the Stewardship Committee 
The follow is a quick update about Member and Friend contributions through the 3rd Sunday of April as com-
pared to the same time period for 2011 and 2012:   
 
 2013  $22,435 50% of our FY13 (6 months) goal of $45,000 
 2012  $28,318 60% of 2011 (6 months) giving of $46,924 
 2011  $27,792 65% of 2012 (6 months) giving of $42,696 
 
As you can see, we are running quite a bit behind the last 2 years.  We could point to many reasons as to why we 
are running behind:  1) Jeff is on sabbatical, 2) We had a significant contribution early last year, 3) We had a couple 
of Sunday snowstorms this year, etc.   
 
But perhaps we should focus on why we should turn this around?  1) Our kids are actually excited about com-
ing to church for the Religious Education program, 2) It is relaxing to have an hour of the week that isn’t filled 
with things to do, 3) You get to be a part of a community that cares, and so much more. 
 
Next week, please watch your mail for 2 things:  1) An invitation to a Stewardship Potluck kindly being hosted by 
members and friends of the church and 2) A reminder postcard about where you stand in meeting your pledge to 
date.  Remember that our fiscal year ends on June 30th, so please plan on meeting your pledge by then. 
 
Thank you for all you do to help this vital institution continues its good work. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Bill Henning   Nicole McLaughlin  Steve Palmer 
Nancy TenBroeck  Marlene Warner 

Jazz Sunday and Mother’s Day: Sunday, May 12 
 
The First Church is excited to offer this spring Jazz Sunday organized by the talented Russell Lane! In conjunction with 
Mother’s Day with Claire Donaldson preaching. The service will feature musicians Rebecca Shrimpton and Mina Cho. 
Read below for more information and we hope can join for us! 
 
Jazz vocalist Rebecca Shrimpton is acclaimed for her rare melding of a highly eclectic approach with a sumptuous and agile 
voice.  As a performer and recording artist, she  has appeared with Joe Lovano, Steve Lacy, Oliver Lake, George Russell, 
Ran Blake, and George Lewis, and is vocalist for Boston’s 19-piece Jazz Composers Alliance Orchestra.  Rebecca also 
composes and arranges music for her own jazz ensembles, and has recently expanded her writing to the theater, acting as 
Music Director for three recent productions by the Cape Ann Shakespeare Troupe.  Rebecca has a master’s degree in Jazz 
Studies from New England Conservatory, where she studied with Dominique Eade and John McNeil.  She is Assistant 
Professor of Voice at Berklee College of Music and teaches jazz voice at New England Conservatory (Prep/Continuing 
Ed.).  
 
Pianist Mina Cho was on track for a dazzling classical career when she first encountered gospel music as a university stu-
dent in her native Seoul.  Private study of her new passion led her to jazz, and then to the Berklee College of Music, where 
she graduated summa cum laude in 2009 with a degree in Film Scoring and Jazz Composition.  While at Berklee, her musi-
cal palette expanded to include South American, Afro-Cuban, and Brazilian styles, under the mentorship of Venezuelan 
pianist/composer Leo Blanco.  All of these influences can be heard in her playing, and on her acclaimed new CD 
"Originality".  In addition to her brilliant work as a recording artist, Ms. Cho appears regularly as a church musician in the 
greater Boston area. 
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Music 
As the First Church season winds down, there is less news to report as we organize and prepare for the 2013 annual 
meeting of the Society. What a wonderful half year this has been and, although we have missed Jeff greatly as he seems 
to be benefiting spiritually and intellectually during this much needed sabbatical time, we have also grown so much as a 
community and family here at First Church. I am literally bursting with pride as each week since early January has 
proven the dedication of all our members. So much worthwhile energy has been expended so that we can continue to 
thrive as a religious community. Weekly services have been astounding and I won’t go down the list of weekly hosts 
who have given stellar performances from the pulpit. We all know who they are and their dedication. The visiting min-
isters have been astounding; each week I say “he or she was the best” and the next week I’m prone to say it again. I’m 
still reeling from Rev. Jory’s incredible sermon last Sunday and her personal connection to the horrific experiences of 
Marathon Monday. 
 
On a more pedestrian note, let’s not forget the several weeks we’ve been without a sexton when members stepped up 
to the plate to clean, polish and vacuum so that the place looks pristine wherever you might look. Whether it be clean-
ing the bathroom, putting together fabulous fellowship feasts, the children’s awesome participation in every phase of 
our worship and enjoyment week, and, yes, I won’t forget providing pretty darn good music,  we are a very rare spiritual 
community and I’m sure Jeff will be very proud on his return. 
 
Let’s continue the journey and relish one another’s company and friendship because, when all is said and done, that’s 
why we’re all here. 
 
Paul Madore, Director of Music 

 
The Paul Madore Chorale  
Presents 
The Seasons 
Franz Joseph Haydn 
 
Sunday, May 19, 2013 
3pm 
 
First Universalist Church 
211 Bridge Street, Salem 
 
Tickets: $25/$22 
 
Call: 781.592.7284/978.774.7981 
 
Go to: Arnould Gallery,  
            111 Washington St, Marblehead 
           Sophia’s 105 Essex St, Salem 
 
www.mktix.com/pmc 
 
www.paulmadorechorale.org 
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Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted Fellowship in April. 
The Granniss Family, Jamie Tanch, Christiane 
Hansen-Mitev, Elizabeth Nugent, Brenda Marean, 
Bob Allen and Bob Soucy and Claire Donaldson.  
 

Hosts are still needed for May and June to host the 
adult and children tables. Hosts will also need to be part 
of set up and clean up. Be sure to sign in the Barnard 
Room. Feel free to team up with another individual, 
couple, or family. General sign ups can be found at 
signupgenius.com and by searching 
msdiozzi@yahoo.com in Find A Sign Up.  

Mothers' Day Community Fellowship On Sunday, 
May 12, Fellowship will be hosted by the gentlemen of 
First Church in honor of Mothers' Day.  Gentlemen, 
please bring a simple food offering to share.  Remem-
ber, we do need items for both Adult and Children's 
tables.  Sign up in the Barnard Room or contact Alicia 
at msdiozzi@yahoo.com for information.   

Lifebridge 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volun-
teer to shop or to serve at Lifebridge in April: 

Peter A. Copelas, Duncan, Cynthia, and Sarah Cox, Susan 
Engelke, Ben and Jason Hedstrom, Russell Lane, Richard 
L'heureux, David Radue, Lynn Taggart  
Volunteers are needed on a monthly basis at Lifebridge. 
Members and friends of the First Church to serve din-
ner on the fourth Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. To volunteer, 
see the sign up sheet in the Barnard Room during Fel-
lowship. 

Flowers 
Thanks to all those who signed up for flowers in 
April: Duncan & Cynthia Cox, Sandra Biondo, 
Mimi Ballou, and Donna Fritz 
 
Sign up to provide flowers for our services. Special 
wording can be placed in our weekly Order of Service 
in honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemo-
rate an important event. You can use the church florist 
for a cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrange-
ments can be simple or elaborate — the choice is yours! 
See the sign up sheet in The Barnard Room on Sundays 
during Fellowship, or contact the church office.  

Sunday Sundae  
Returns! 
On Sunday, May 19, Religious 
Education will host Sundae 
Sunday. We will have ice cream 
sundaes for sale during Fellow-
ship to benefit  
Merlin’s Kids Foundation.  
(http://www.merlinskids.org/)  
 
When you participate in an RE fundraising 
event, you are not only supporting a worthy 
social justice cause, you are joining with our 
children as they gain firsthand experience put-
ting their Unitarian Universalist faith into ac-
tion.  

Sunday, May 5 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Registration Begins at 9:30am 
Salem Common 
This year HAWC, Healing Abuse Working for Change, cele-
brates 35 years of creating safe communities, by providing 
advocacy to victims of domestic violence within 23 cities 
and towns of the north shore. For 21 years the community 
has been raising awareness of this important issue by par-
ticipating in the Walk for HAWC. Last year HAWC added a 
run to the event which now attracts over 1,500 north 
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The Stewardship Cafe will be offering such delights 
as Little Plates, Big Plates and Finish Touches!  
 
Little Plates include savory e-Heralds and Heralds 
for your weekly and monthly consumption.  
 
Big Plates give you an opportunity to experience 
Jeff ’s freshly baked idea’s, Deb’s RE program pre-
pared with love and Paul’s musical choice of the day 
 
Finish Touches will include assorted tastes and 
lively conversation of Fellowship and sweet and 
spicy opportunities from Social Outreach.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Stewardship Cafe invites you to reserve your “table” 
on Sunday, May 19th. First Church Members and Friends 
will be invited to gather at Members' homes to socialize, 
to get to know one another better and to talk about next 
year's Stewardship campaign.  Please reserve this date on 
your calendar and watch the mail for your invitation.  We 
would like to see as many people participate in this event 
as possible.  If you have any questions, please ask a mem-
ber of the Stewardship Committee:  Bill, Steve, Marlene or 
Nancy.   

Minister: Reverend Jeffrey Barz-Snell 

Director of Music: L. Paul Madore 
Director of Henny Penny: Kerry Martin 

Director of Religious Education: Deb DiGiulio 
Chair of the Standing Committee: Christopher Granniss 

Archivist: Kristin Kobialka 

Administrator: Catherine Bertrand 
Sexton: Fabio Chacon 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY - MAY 19, 2013 


