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Cleaning up after a blizzard is hard to categorize as a pleasant experience – the shoveling, 
missing work, getting the car uncovered in the driveway, breaking through the snow wall 
made by the plow at the end of the driveway, turning around for a moment and then hav-
ing to break through the wall made by the next plow moments after you finished the job – 
it all leads to a lot of grumbling at the very least. However, there are some surprising bene-
fits to this nature-forced pause in the day to day rush of things. 
  
Winter storm Nemo last month caused school to be cancelled on both Friday and Mon-
day, meaning that we were suddenly faced with an unplanned four day weekend as a family
- a forced family vacation. My family spent it making meals together, playing board games 
together, and even shoveling together (a task made more palatable to the kids by promises 
of a trip to Forest River Park for some sledding once we were free of the snow banks at 
home.) 
  
Once the wall of snow was broken and enough was shoveled to see beyond our door, all 
of the neighbors came into view. These are the people who we live side by side with for 
years, but can go months without more than a friendly nod as we dash off to separate 
lives. Each house is its own separate world and though they sit side by side, are isolated 
from each other in polite proximity. 
  
But because of the storm, suddenly we’re all out at once and it brings out the neighborli-
ness in each of us. We help one another shovel and snowblow. Talk about when the 
power went out. Compare this snow to what we saw or heard about back in ’76. We cheer 
one another and ourselves with smiles, overly exaggerated sighs about the burdens of the 
snow and the sudden interconnectedness we remember we have. We’ve been neighbors all 
year, but it’s easy – too easy – in the hustle and bustle of our lives to lose the connection 
with our own family, let alone our neighbors. 
  
What was once the central organizing system for humans and had been for thousands of 
years – the community, the village – is a way of congregating that has disappeared almost 
completely from our modern life. The enforced togetherness and momentary screeching 
halt that Mother Nature imposed on us can be a wonderful thing in a society normally too 
fast paced for “community”. 
 
Chris Granniss 
Chair, Standing Committee 
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Don’t Forget to  
Spring Forward! 

 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time begins  
Sunday March 10 so be sure to 
turn your clocks ahead before you 
go to bed on Saturday night, 
March 9! There will be extra coffee 
for the “bleary-eyed” during 
Fellowship! 
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March Schedule of Events 

Annual Reports 
 

As staff, officer, or chair (or key person) of a commit-
tee of the First Church in Salem, we will be looking to 
you and your co-members for a written description of 
the activities for the church year spanning 2012 and 
2013.   
 
We are asking that all reports be delivered in elec-
tronic form (unless that is completely impossible) 
to Catherine Bertrand no later than Friday, April 
5.  Obviously, it would be helpful if some reports ar-
rived sooner, and if Catherine didn't have to hound 
people the week before the deadline. ;-) 
 
Please include the following information, even if the 
committee was inactive during the year: 
• Name of the chair and any other officers 
• List of committee members 
 
If you need to see last year's report as a starting place 
for your writing this year, please contact Catherine Ber-
trand either via email firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or 
by phone Tuesday through Friday at 978-744-1551. 
Previous Annual Reports have included some or all of 
the following: 
• Mission statements and/or goals of the committee 
• Activities, achievements, and highlights of the year 
• Financial information about monies received or 

spent 
• Plans for the future 
Thank you for your assistance in the great task of com-
piling the Annual Report.  

Sunday, March 3  
 10:30 am, Sunday Service 
 12:15pm, RE Theatre Rehearsal  

 

Tuesday, March 5 
 12pm, Alliance 

 

Wednesday, March 6 
 4pm, RE Theatre Rehearsal  

 

Thursday, March 7 
 7:00pm, Gappers of Frip Performance, Willson Hall 

 

Friday, March 8 
 7:00pm, Gappers of Frip Performance, Willson Hall 

Saturday, March 9 
 7:00pm, Capital Campaign Gala, First Church 

 

Sunday, March10 
 10:30am, Sunday Service  
 5:30pmpm OWL  

 

Tuesday, March 12 
 12pm, Alliance 

 

Sunday, March17 
 10:30am, Youth Sunday Service 

 5:30pm OWL  

 

Tuesday, March 19 
 12pm, Alliance 

 

Wednesday, March  20 
 5pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 7:15pm Standing Committee 

 

Saturday, March 23 
 9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
 4:45pm, Lifebridge Dinner 

 

Sunday, March 24 
 9:15am, MPIC Meeting 
 10:30am, Palm Sunday Service with Choir 
 Egg Dying Following the Service  
 5:30pm, OWL 

 

Tuesday, March 26 
 12pm, Alliance 

 

Thursday, March 28 
 7pm Maundy Thursday Service 

 

Friday, March 29: Good Friday 
 

Sunday, March 31 
 10:30am Easter Sunday Service with Choir 
 Community Fellowship 
 Easter Egg Hunt 



The Herald, March 2013 Page  3 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    Sunday Services at 10:30 am 
  

1 
 

2 
 

3 3rd Sunday in Lent  
- 10:30am, Sunday Service   
- 12:15pm, Theatre Rehearsal 
 
  

4 5 
- 12pm, Alliance 
- 7pm McAllister Lec-
ture 

6 
4pm RE Theatrre 
Rehearsal 

7 
7pm Gappers of Frip 
Performance  

8 
7pm Gappers of 
Frip Performance  

9 
7pm Capital Cam-
paign Gala 

104th Sunday in Lent  
- 9:00am Stewardship 
- 10:30am, Sunday Service 
- 5:30pm, OWL  

11 12 
- 12pm, Alliance 
- 7pm McAllister Lec-
ture 

13 14 15 
 

16 
 

17: Youth Sunday 
-10:30am, Sunday Service 
- 5:30pm OWL  
 

18 19 
- 12pm, Alliance 
- 7pm McAllister Lec-
ture 

20 
- 5pm Salem Pantry 
- 7:15pm Standing 
Committee 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
- 9am Salem Pantry  
- 4:45pm Lifebridge 
dinner,   

24: Palm Sunday   
- 9:15am, MPIC Meeting 
- 10:30am, Sunday Service Choir 
- 5:30pm, OWL  

25 26 
- 12pm, Alliance 
- 7pm McAllister Lec-
ture 

27 28 
Maundy Thursday  

29 
Good Friday 

30 

31: Easter Sunday  
- 10:30am, Sunday Service Choir 
- Community Fellowship 

 

M A R C H  2 0 1 3  

Upcoming in March 
 
• Thur & Fri, March  7 & 8 ‐ 7:00pm: The Gappers of Frip, debut of The First Church Players  

• Sat, March 9 ‐ 7:00pm: Capital Campaign Gala, First Church in Salem [see back page for details] 

• Tuesdays in March ‐ 7:00pm: McAllister Lecture Series [see page 6 for details] 

• Sun, March 17: Youth Sunday Service 

• Sun, March 24: Palm Sunday Service with Choir; Egg Dying Follows the service 

• Thu, March 28: Maundy Thursday Service with Choir 

• Fri, March 29: Good Friday 

• Sun, March 31: Easter Sunday Service with Choir; Annual Easter Egg Hunt to follow  
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From the Capital Campaign Committee 
 

Capital Campaign Update 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of you who have taken the time to talk with our visiting stew-
ards.  We are well on our way our two goals:  having conversations with everyone and raising $300,000.  Some of you 
may have seen this article already as it was published in a revised e-Herald last month, but since distribution was a bit 
unusual last month, I thought perhaps some of you missed it.Here’s a rundown on where we are to date: 
 

Pledges / Gifts: $ 234,745 (it keeps creeping up …. Thank you!) 
 

As a committee, we set out to talk with 133 people / families.  Of that 133: 
 71 calls / visits have been completed 
 24 are in process (trading phone calls …) 
 38 have not yet been initiated 
 

Of those visits / calls that have been completed: 
 The First Church Deacons made a gift of $25,000 
 43 individuals / families have made pledges or gifts 
 3 individuals have indicated that they will likely participate at a later date 
 17 individuals / families have declined to participate 
 5 individuals / families have not responded to outreach 
 

Of the 24 visits / calls that are in process, 7 individuals / families have indicated verbally that they will make a pledge 
or gift but have not yet done so. 
 

Number of Pledges / Gifts in Various Giving Ranges (some of these have been given as one-time gifts; others are 
pledges which are being paid over a period of 3 years) 
 Under $100  3 
 $100- $499  6 
 $500 - $999  2 
 $1,000 - $2,499  9 
 $2,500- $4,999  8 
 $5,000- $9,999  8 
 $10,000 – 19,999 3 
 $20,000 and above 5(including Deacons’ gift) 
 

As we enter the second year of Building on Our Community, Ideals and Faith, we are humbled by the depth of 
thought each person has given to their ability to support the ambitious project the Congregation voted to support two 
years ago.  A project in the making for somewhere around 12 years. 
 

On our visits, we sometimes hear things like “I guess I should give until it hurts.”  Please don’t do that.  Instead, if you 
are able, give to the point that it feels great.  The point at which you are stunningly proud of your gift. 
This means making a decision that feels right for you and your family.  It may feel like a stretch, but it should feel like 
a good stretch, like maybe that kind you want to do on a beautiful sunny day when you are feeling thankful to be alive. 
Thank you again for your willingness to talk with us about the Church and this campaign.  We hope to see you at the 
Fire and Ice Gala on March 9th right here in our newly renovated space. 
 

Warmly, 
Nicole McLaughlin, Chair, Building on Our Community, Ideals and Faith 
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From Religious Education  

Our fabulous Purple Party Family Fun Night was a big 
hit with just around 100 friends and families all having 
a great time together. Many thanks go out to all the 
great folks who jumped in to help during the festivities 
and to everyone who came to celebrate together. We 
look forward to many more such wonderful Family 
Fun Nights in the future. 
Being that Chocolate Sunday always falls in February, it 
is inevitable that snow affects our chocolate plans on 
occasion. This year our luck ran out and the Blizzard of 
2013 hit right on Chocolate Sunday! We all took a deep 
breath and postponed until the following Sunday - 
which also turned out to be a snowstorm! We forged 
ahead with our event, hoping for the best and preparing 
for the worst. At 10:15 we had fewer than 20 folks in 
the whole church! Our hearts sank. But in the next 20 
minutes, church members and friends began appearing- 
most bearing delicious chocolate goodies. We actually 
had to scramble to rearrange our “snow day” plans in 
order to accommodate the 30+ students who were pre-
sent for classes! Needless to say, our Chocolate Sunday 
was an unexpected success! A nice sum was raised to be 
donated to Merlin’s Kids Foundation and we all had a 
wonderful and delicious time. 
March will be our busiest month of the year. On March 
2nd to 3rd we have our OWL (Our Whole Lives) over-
night which begins at 9:30 Saturday morning and goes 
until service time on Sunday. We have 17 students in 
the OWL program and this should be a fun event for 
all. 
On March 7th and 8th we have the premier of our First 
Church Players in The Very Persistent Gappers of 
Fripp, with the scripted adapted and directed by Denise 
Granniss starring the talented young people of the First 
Church. Performances begin at 7pm in Willson Hall. 
Admission will be in the form of a donation and snacks 
and drinks will be available. Please come out and sup-
port our fledgling theater group. 
March 17th is Youth Sunday, the day that our Religious 
Education students take over the church service! All  
preparations for this big day are taking place in the 
classes during regular RE time. Please be sure to have 
your child in class for the next three weeks to partici-
pate. 
March 24th is Palm Sunday and that means all are in-
vited to dye Easter eggs after Fellowship in Willson 
Hall. Just bring in your own dozen hard boiled eggs and 
we supply the rest! This is an event for everyone – you 

From the Music Director 
 
The end of February always wants to mean the end of 
winter and we all cling to that hope. How often are we 
disappointed, however? So, let’s hope that, this year, it 
will be the case. Here we are in Lent, way early, which 
means that we look forward to Easter with the hope 
that, somewhere, there might be a crocus to be found 
somewhere on the First Church grounds, never mind 
forsythia, lilacs, and, well, you know what I mean. 
 
So, let’s not worry about it and think about Easter and 
all the lilies, azaleas, tulips, and, hopefully, beautiful mu-
sic to make it all wonderful and a big sign of beautiful 
weather to come. I think Easter is my favorite church 
time. Christmas is wonderful but Easter doesn’t have all 
the commercial distractions of December and, when we 
hear, or sing, a great Alleluia, you think about Easter 
and why we’re all in church. As a church music director, 
I try to be very conscious of the music that will exhila-
rate us and make us so happy to be in the meeting 
house enjoying a special moment in our lives. To that 
end, I’m busily planning services for Holy Week that 
will uplift us, and, if I’m permitted a pedestrian mo-
ment, make us forget the snow, wind, shoveling, and 
general discomfort that has plagued so many of us in 
the last many weeks. 
 
To that end, let us look forward to a happy spring and 
to a glorious Easter celebration… and let us remind 
ourselves how great it is to be a member of the First 
Church in Salem, the even more beautiful First Church 
in Salem. 
 

Paul Madore 
Music Director  

just need eggs. (You do not need to have a child to at-
tend!) 
March 31st is Easter Sunday, and we will have our an-
nual Easter Egg Hunt. We are always looking for filled 
plastic eggs (did you save yours from last year?) and we 
will have a collection box out a few weeks in advance of 
the event to collect the donated eggs. This will be our 
first Easter egg hunt in the new garden! 
We look forwarding to sharing all the joy and commu-
nity of this busy month with our First Church family. 
Happy Spring, 
Deborah DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education  
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Jim McAllister’s 
WINTER 2013 LECTURE SERIES  

Tuesday evenings, March 5‐ April 2 
First Church in Salem, 316 Essex Street 

 
Tuesday, March 5  McIntire District Madness 
Get in the mood for March you‐know‐what with Jim’s collection of offbeat facts, historical moments, important personalities, and 
entertaining anecdotes relating to one of America’s most treasured architectural neighborhoods.  Includes information gleaned 
from written memoirs, personal interviews, newspaper accounts, and regional history books. 

Tuesday, March 12  One Man’s Salem, Part One  ( 1900‐1920) 
The lively Salem YMCA,  amateur theatre groups, World War I volunteer activities, social events at Hamilton Hall, the Salem Fire, 
local museum and civic activities, politics,  and many other aspects of Salem life 1900‐1920 come to life through the  eyes – and 
journals  ‐ of a lifelong resident, Frank Fabens. 

Tuesday March 19  One Man’s Salem Part Two (1921‐1944 

This second “Frank Fabens talk” blends his personal journey – including his pursuit of education and culture, 
friendships, summers in New Hampshire, World War II volunteer activities  ‐ with information about Salem celebrations, the impact 
of the 1929 stock market crash, local politics, neighborhood  and church activities, and much, much more.  

Tuesday March 26  Montparnasse Madness  
Wonderful tales of expatriate Paris in the post World One era involving the famous – including Hemingway, Fitzgerald , Gertrude 
Stein, Cole Porter, and Picasso – and the not so famous. The talk will draw heavily on the memoirs and “mood pieces”  left behind 
by those who lived in or visited Montparnasse in the 1920s, or by writers who chronicled their oft times bizarre comings and go‐
ings.   

Tuesday, April 2  Stories My Mother and Other Strangers Told Me 
Stories gathered over the years from friends and other folks via Bowman’s Bakery, the Essex Camera Shop, street corner conversa‐
tions,  local publications and unpublished memoirs, unsolicited letters, and other sources. These stories, all of which relate to Sa‐
lem or Salemites, and range from the elegant to the absurd, are just too good to take to the grave. 

 

The one ‐ hour lectures will be held in the Cleveland Room at the First Church in Salem,  316 Essex Street and 
will begin at 7 p.m.  Doors open at 6:30. Admission is $12. Prepaid season series subscriptions (transferable) 
are available at a reduced rate of $48 and can be obtained by contacting culturecorner@gmail.com or 
978.745.6314 prior to the first lecture. 
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Are you a good Steward for First Church? 
 
Member/Friend Contributions Year-To-Date 
       
We have had a somewhat slow start to the giving year at First Church. With Jeff on sabbatical, attendance at church services has 
been a little lighter. If you haven’t been to church recently to hear some of the wonderful guest ministers, you are missing out! 
 
Through Sunday February 10th, we have received the following contributions compared to 2012 and 2011: 
  

 2013  $7,044 16% to our FY13 giving goal of $45,000 
 2012  $7,759 17% of 2012 (6 mos.) giving of $46,924 
 2011  $12,196 29% of 2009 (6 mos.) giving of $42,696 
 
Most of you will remember that we were attending the First Universalist church last spring as the work continued on the addition to 
our wonderful building.  There is a marked difference between the contributions in 2013 and 2012 and the giving of 2011 when we 
were in our church home and Jeff was “in the house”.  
 
Even if you are not attending church services, but are a member or friend of First Church, we ask you to continue making your con-
tributions to the church so that we can continue to provide the programming and services you expect without having to take funds 
from our cash reserves.  Checks can be mailed to First Church at 316 Essex Street or you can make a contribution through the 
online bill payment service provided by your bank. 
 
Thank you for keeping First Church In mind! 
 
 
 
 

6-Month Fiscal and Pledge Year 
 
We are sure everyone has heard by now that the First Church has decided to change its fiscal year end from December 31st to June 
30th (Please see a member of the Standing Committee or the Treasurer if you are interested in learning more about why we are mak-
ing this change). 
 
How does this impact the annual pledging process? 
 
The church’s 2012 fiscal year just ended on December 31st and you should have already received your annual contribution statement 
for tax purposes in the mail.  (If you have not, or your statement is inaccurate, please contact a Stewardship Committee member or 
send an e-mail to stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org).  Now, there will be a 6-month “interim year” that will get us to our new 
fiscal year starting point of July 1st 2013.  
 
Instead of having a complete pledge campaign for this 6-month period, the Stewardship Committee is going to take a leap of faith 
and assume that most people will want to give at least half of their 2012 pledge during the first 6 months of 2013. 
 
Of course, in order to continue providing the wonderful programs of the church, we are finding that our expenses have increased 
and are hoping that members will decide to actually increase their pledge for the next 6 months.  Please contact the Stewardship 
Committee at stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org if you feel you can increase (or perhaps need to decrease) your pledge compared 
to 2012 and we will update your pledge accordingly.  Since there won’t be a pledge campaign for this 6-month period, this will be 
the only way we know if you want to change your pledge.  Remember, we are only doing this for the first 6 months of 2013.  We are 
now in a six-month “interim year” that will get us to the starting point of our new fiscal year of July 1, 2013.  
 
As always, please feel free to contact one of us if you have any questions. 
 
The Stewardship Committee 
Bill Henning, Steve Palmer, Nancy TenBroeck and Marlene Warner     
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Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted Fellowship in February: 
Mimi Ballou, Brenda Marean, Mary Krigbaum, Chris Finn, Tricia Pini, and Religious Education.  
 

Hosts are still needed for March and beyond. Don’t forget: Easter Sunday, March 31, is a Community Fellowship!!! You 
can sign up at signupgenius.com. Click on Find A Sign Up and enter msdiozzi@yahoo.com in the search bar.  Feel free 
to team up with another individual, couple, or family.  

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  

Lifebridge 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volunteer to shop or to serve at Lifebridge in February: 
Peter A. Copelas, Duncan Cox, Susan Engelke, Alan Hanscom, Richard L'heureux, Frank Marean, Steve 
Sawtell  

On the fourth Saturday of each month, First Church volunteers prepare and serve dinner at Lifebridge, Salem's home-
less shelter.  If you are interested in helping with this work on an occasional or routine basis, contact Duncan Cox at 
978-744-6207 or coxes3@verizon.net.  Shopper volunteers, who must have cars, are also welcome. 

Around the Parish 
 

Tommy Leon, Don Glover, Bob Allen and Bob Soucy recently returned from a cruise in the West-
ern Caribbean and that a good time was had by all! So good that they have already booked the same 
cruise for next year! 
 

Peter Copelas, Jr. has just had hip replacement surgery and is recovering nicely and is in fine spirits. 
We send him our well wishes.  
 

The Stewardship Committee is happy to announce Nancy Tenbroeck as their newest member. Please see the New 
Members page for more about Nancy.  
 

Our Administrator, Catherine Bertrand as well as young John Newhall will be at the Massachusetts Educational 
Theatre Guild preliminary round of Drama Festival Saturday, March 2. Break a leg! Hopefully smiles all around on Sun-
day will indicate a move to semi-finals!  

Flowers  
Thanks to the following who provided flowers in February: 
Barbara Maitland, OWL Parents, Rose Wolf, and Charlene Long 

Take the opportunity to either provide flowers or have an arrangement ordered to have placed in the Meeting House 
for services each Sunday in honor of a loved one. If you choose to order the arrangement the cost is $45. You may sign 
up in the Barnard Room or contact Catherine in the church office at 978.744.1551 or via email at firstchurchin-
salem@gmail.com. Thank you!  
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New Members of the First Church 

Nancy TenBroeck has lived in Salem since 1991. She received her B.A. in English and has never married. She 

worked for the Boston Redevelopment Authority, U.N. Development Programme, and New York City Plan‐

ning Department, NYC Model Cities program. She established consulting firm to assist people in learning how 

to use IBM desktops and software which evolved into specialization in editing manuscripts. Nancy was also 

the assistant to Director Publication at the Peabody Essex Museum (PEM) as well as a volunteer at the Ameri‐

can Museum of Natural History in New York, the PEM, the Salem Athenaeum and other interesting non‐profit 

organizations. She a member of the Board of Trustees of a small town in Duchess County, New York in the 

1980s. Nancy has been an off and on member of the UUA since the 1960s, first at the Arlington Street Church 

in Boston and later at the First Unitarian Church, Brooklyn where she was a board member for two terms.  

 

Frank Marean was a Brown University Mathematical Economics Major, 1956. He was a First Lieutenant US 

Marine Corps for just over 2 years 1956 ‐ 1958. He was a salesman cover New England for most of his adult 

life selling industrial mowing equipment to cities, colleges and golf courses for the The Toro Company. Frank 

has four children; his eldest daughter is 53, and his youngest daughter is 36, and he has two sons. His son is a 

UU as well as president of the UU church in Fairhaven, MA. Frank is very liberal when it comes to politics and 

religion.  

 

Brenda Marean has lived in Salem much of her life; presently she lives in North Salem, but she grew up in 

South Salem. She worshipped at Immaculate Conception and most recently has been an active member of St. 

Andrew’s in Marblehead. She attended and graduated from Horace Mann and Salem High School and gradu‐

ated from Penn State as a home economist. Brenda worked for national and then the local gas industry in 

Public Relations and went on to teach Food & Clothing at Swampscott High. She received an M.S. from Sim‐

mons College and an advanced certificate from Cordon Bleu—London. She owned and operated Eat Your 

Heart Out Bakery in Marblehead for 16 years. Since 1996 she has been a manger of a small construction com‐

pany and for the past 4 years has done private child care. Brenda is an avid gardner, loves food prep, hand 

crafts and working with children. She has been married for 23 years to Frank Marean and has 4 great adult 

step children and 4.5 great grandchildren.  
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