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F or those of you who have known me for a while, kindly sit down before you read any 
further.  I did something last month that I have been meaning to do for ten years: I 

cleaned my office.  I am not talking dusting and vacuuming, but rather excavating, de-
fenestrating (great word, look it up!), and in some cases recycling.  Admittedly, I had de-
veloped and mastered an unusual filing and record keeping system over the last 12 years.  I 
called it “piling.”  Perhaps, you have heard of it?  I liked to group similar items together 
and organize them by date – or year at least. 
 

I know some of you at times were amazed at how quickly and efficiently I could work in 
my office amidst such seeming disarray.  (Each succeeding Chair of the Standing Commit-
tee would stand in the Cleveland Room in wide-mouthed disbelief as I would quickly re-
turn from my messy office with the document or item we were discussing.)  My secret I 
suppose is that I knew where 90% of the items were in my office and the remaining 10% I 
regarded as an “adventure.”  Mathematically speaking, chaos is merely an undiscovered 
order and that is how I felt about some of the mystery sections that I would periodically 
unearth.  “Oh look, here’s that book I had forgotten about!” “Wow! There’s that great 
article that I overlooked and misplaced.” For me, it was in a way like looking back on en-
tries in one’s journal from a while ago, surprised and fascinated by what one found inter-
esting and worth writing about at that time. 
 

But this chapter has now come to a close.  The construction project and the resulting dust 
that has infiltrated every nook and cranny of the building finally forced me to clean and 
organize.  Not to mention, I wanted desperately to remove the pink wall-to-wall carpet 
that had been installed in my office just before I arrived in 1998.  (God bless Grace Morri-
son!).  So, on Ash Wednesday, I finished emptying out my lovely old workplace habita-
tion; my stacks and folders, my file cabinet and desk all left the room.  I sorted, organized 
and threw away a lot of stuff.  It felt good and somehow fitting to do this on Ash Wednes-
day, the beginning of the Christian season of Lent.  What better day to deal with massive 
amounts of dust than on the day when we are all reminded that we are just that: dust – at 
least in the cosmic scheme of things.  As I moved my desk out of the way, and ripped up 
the old carpet, and then swept and wiped the floor, I felt somehow cleansed and at peace. 
 

I am sure that over time my desk will fill back up with clutter.  There is an ebb and flow to 
how much structure any of us can and should impose on our lives and our souls.  In the 
meantime, it feels good to walk into a clean, stark office with hardwood floors and a bor-
ingly placid desk.  You could say that I have given up being messy for Lent.  Good thing it 
is only 6 weeks long!  There is a well-known quote that sums up this conflicting connec-
tion between organization, innovation and creativity.  Unfortunately, I can’t find it right 
now.  My office is too clean! 
 

We have a busy month of March ahead of us with many opportunities to volunteer and 
get to know new people.  I do hope you will join us.  See you in church, 
 

Minister’s Musings 
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Don’t Forget to  
Spring Forward! 

 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time begins  
Saturday night, March 10. There 
will be extra coffee for the “bleary
-eyed” during Fellowship! 
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The Mystic Chorale, one of greater Boston's favorite 
community choruses, presents its eagerly anticipated an-
nual Gospel concert. Two hundred fifty voices strong, the 
Mystic Chorale will present two joyful and spirit-filled 
concerts. This season will feature an eclectic mix of music 
rooted in the African American gospel tradition, including 
pieces by Keith Pringle, John Tesh and Edwin Hawkins.  
 
Saturday March 3, 2012 8pm 
Sunday March 4, 2012 3:30pm 
 
Converse Hall at Tremont Temple, 88 Tremont Street, 
Boston  
 
Tickets  
$18 Adults, $15 Students/Seniors, Children under 5 Free  
 
More information: http://mysticchorale.org/events.php 

March Schedule of Events 
Sunday, March 4  
 10:45 am, Sunday Service 

 

Monday, March 5 
 5:00pm, Peace Walk and Pot Luck at First Universalist  

 

Tuesday, March 6 
 9:00am, Project Meeting 

 

Saturday, March 10 [DAYLIGHT SAVINGS: CLOCKS AHEAD] 
 

Sunday, March 11 
 10:45am, Sunday Service,  

Tuesday, March 13 
 9:00am, Project Meeting 

 

Wednesday, March 14 
 7:15pm, Standing Committee Meeting  

 

Sunday, March 18 
 10:45am, Sunday Service 

 

Tuesday, March 20 
 9:00am, Project Meeting 

 

Saturday, March 24 
 4:45pm, Lifebridge Dinner 

 

Sunday, March 25 
 10:45am, Sunday Service 

 

Tuesday, March 27 
 9:00am, Project Meeting 

Wednesday, March 28 
 5:00pm, Bagging, Salem Pantry at First Universalist 

Saturday, March 31 
 9:00am, Distribution, Salem Pantry at First Universalist 

Annual Reports 
 

As staff, officer, or chair (or key person) of a committee of 
the First Church in Salem, we will be looking to you and 
your co-members for a written description of the activities 
for the church year spanning 2011 and 2012.  As many of 
our normal functions have been affected by the construction 
process, this year may require less of a "cookie cutter" re-
port, and hence, more of your time and attention.   
 

We are asking that all reports be delivered in electronic 
form (unless that is completely impossible) to Cath-
erine Bertrand no later than Friday, April 13.  Obviously, 
it would be helpful if some reports arrived sooner, and if 
Catherine didn't have to hound people the week before the 
deadline. ;-) 
 

Please include the following information, even if the com-
mittee was inactive during the year: 
Name of the chair and any other officers 
List of committee members 
 

If you need to see last year's report as a starting place for 
your writing this year, please contact Catherine Bertrand 
either via email firstchurch@nii.net or by phone Tuesday 
through Friday at 978-744-1551. Previous Annual Reports 
have included some or all of the following: 
• Mission statements and/or goals of the committee 
• Activities, achievements, and highlights of the year 
• Financial information about monies received or spent 
• Plans for the future 
If I can help in any way, please contact me either be email 
l.taggart@comcast.net  

UU World Subscription 
 

You’ve got the whole World in your hands,  
(if you subscribe!)   

 
Did you know that as a member of 
the First Church, you can receive 
The UU World for free?  The UU 
World is the UUA’s magazine that 
is published ten times per year.  It’s 
a great way to keep up with the 
actions and thinking of our larger 
Association and national commu-
nity.  Plus it’s full of great ideas and 
good writing.  To place your name 
on the subscription list, simply call 
or email the Church Office.  We 
update the list twice a year. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
- 10:45am, Sunday Service 
  

5 
- 5pm, Peace 
Walk and Pot 
Luck @ FUSS 

6 
- 9am, Project Meeting 
 

7     
 

8 
 

9 10 
Remember to set 
your clocks ahead  
one hour. 

11     
- 10:45am, Sunday Service 
 
 

12 13 
- 9am, Project Meeting 

14 
- 7:15pm, Standing 
Cmte,  

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 
- 10:45am, Sunday Service 

19 20 
- 9am, Project Meeting 

21 
- 6:30pm, MPIC 
-  

22 
 

23 
 

24 
- 4:45pm, Lifebridge 
Dinner 

25 
- 10:45am, Sunday Service 

26 27 
- 9am, Project Meeting 

28 
- 5pm, Bagging, Sa-
lem Pantry at First 
Universalist 

29 30 31 
- 9am, Distribution, 
Salem Pantry at First 
Universalist 

 
    

    Sunday Services at 10:45 am at First Universalist for the 
month of March.  

M A R C H  2 0 1 2  

ALL SERVICES ARE BEING HELD AT OUR SISTER CHURCH FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY,  
211 BRIDGE STREET THIS FALL.  

PLEASE NOTE SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:45AM.  
PARKING IS AVAILABLE...The First Universalist is located at 211 Bridge Street in Salem. Parking is free on Sundays in the 

Church Street lot and street meters. If you are in need of closer parking there is an accessible parking spot right outside of 
FUSS accessible entrance on the corner of Bridge Street and Ash Street. 

2011 Giving Results and Contribution Statements 
 

Well, the results are in, and the members and friends of First Church contributed $86,000 to the church 
last year!  This is almost 24% of the revenues raised by the church during the year.  Despite the fact that we 
were out of our church home for almost half of the year, this total is almost $1,000 higher than 2010.  A big 
THANK YOU to everyone who gave and especially to those who made a pledge and were able to meet that 
pledge by the end of the year.   Unfortunately, our goal was to raise $90,000 in member/friend giving so we 
had to tap into our cash reserves to make up for the difference.     
  

All members and friends who made a monetary contribution to the church during 2011 should have received 
their contribution statement in the mail.  If you didn’t receive your statement or after reviewing it you have 
any questions, please contact Catherine Bertrand, the church administrator, at 978-744-1551 or 
firstchurch@nii.net. 
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From the Standing Committee 
 

Silver Linings, or  “For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.” 
 

As February rolls along, we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, even if it’s through a fog of plaster dust.  I’m ex-
periencing an odd sense of ambiguity or contradiction – as the new addition takes beautiful shape with all we’ve ac-
complished, I see the work ahead of us to be ready to move back to our church home.  With the joy of returning 
home I know we will experience some loss, as well, when we leave our sister church.  With the anxieties of the unex-
pected costs of the construction project comes the happy knowledge that we will now have a building that surpasses 
what we expected. 
 

We have set a goal to host Easter Services at First Church, but it’s not entirely certain that we can make it happen.  
There is so much to do:  cleaning, scraping, sanding, painting, moving; and did I mention cleaning?  It’s possible that 
we will get enough done to have Easter at home, but we may need to rejoin our friends at the First Universalist Society 
for some Sundays before we  completely move back in.  It really depends on how many volunteer hands are available. 
 

That means it really depends on every one of us.  There are tasks appropriate for all abilities.  We have scheduled work 
days for every Saturday between now and Easter, and then beyond.  There are opportunities for people who have time 
available Tuesdays through Fridays, as well.  Each of us has the opportunity to let our actions make a very real differ-
ence in how soon we can be back permanently in our much-loved, much-improved building. 
 

Please sign up for a Saturday work day with the easy-to-use online poll at http://www.doodle.com/fbhvep3v92g729g3  
or call Catherine Bertrand at 978.744.1551 to check on weekday volunteer opportunities. 
 

See you in church.  We need your help to get there soon!   
 

Lynn Taggart 
Chair, Standing Committee 

From the Capital Campaign Committee 
 

Greetings everyone, 
 

A big thank you to RE for making Valentine’s Day oh so sweet!  And hearty thanks to the tour guides who gave very 
detailed tours of our construction site.  Now that we are this far along it is becoming more possible to visualize the 
end result.  And it’s very exciting. 
 

In January, we had a community party at the Tabernacle Church to sort of “kick-off” the capital campaign.  How great 
it was to see everybody gathered and enjoying one another’s company.  We truly are a special community. 
 

I don’t know about you, but I am so eager to get back into our building and see our collective vision in action.  I’m 
thrilled about the new RE space, a garden conducive to gatherings and outdoor education, and our new heating sys-
tem!  And I am deeply thankful that anybody who wishes to participate in activities in ANY part of our building will 
not be hindered by physical challenges. 
 

In the coming weeks you will receive a letter from Lynn Taggart updating you on the  construction and the projected 
costs.  As you know, we have encountered several unanticipated circumstances that have driven up original cost pro-
jections.  As you will read in the letter, the silver lining is that Willson Hall will be a much more useable space than had 
been planned for during Phase I of the project. 
 

Financing the increased costs will be a challenge also discussed in the letter.  I will not get into the many details here, 
but I did want to take this space to tell you that, as of this writing, we have raised: $175,000 in pledges and gifts toward 
a campaign goal of $300,000!  Thank you! 
 

Counting the days that we can move back in, 
 

Nicole McLaughlin 
Capital Campaign Chair 
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From Religious Education  

Thanks to the support of the congregation, Chocolate 
Sunday 2012 was a wonderful day and a great success. 
The baking, organizing, and the sale itself went very 
well and everyone had a fine time. Thanks to our stu-
dents, members and friends who all came together to 
make this day fun. Special thanks to Brenda Brianna, 
Bob Soucy, Kara McGarigal and Liz Nugent. The funds 
earned will be used to support RE’s chosen social jus-
tice project for this year.  
 
As has been our custom at the First Church for the 
past few years, the students in the Middle School class 
have chosen a social justice project through a democ-
ratic process. After much discussion, a few tough deci-
sions, and a final vote the students have chosen to sup-
port a group called the Angkor Well Project and build a 
well in Siem Reap Angkor, Cambodia. This project will 
be the focus of our 40 Days of Social Justice Campaign. 
 
Cambodia is one of the poorest nations on earth, and 
one of the most pressing issues for rural Cambodians is 
the lack of clean water. Villagers often drink from con-
taminated water sources. Parents are prevented from 
working and children from going to school by sickness 
caused by drinking the dirty water. These illnesses can 
be fatal, especially for children under 5 years old. The 
Angkor Well Project has installed over 400 pump wells 
which supply 6,500 remote Cambodians potable water. 
These wells vastly improve the health of the villages 
and provide a higher standard of living for all. Now 
First Church and First Universalist Society will be able 
to provide clean safe water to a remote Cambodian vil-
lage! 
 
In addition to the Cambodian well, the students will be 
participating in some lessons and projects over the next 
40 days about the resource of water and how it affects 
us locally and as a planet. Students will be sharing what 
they learn about water with the entire congregation in 
some way yet to be determined (again, the democratic 
process will be in play here). Watch for some fun water 
related events, and be sure to engage your children in a 
discussion around the topic of water. 
 
While Easter is still one month away, we have begun 
plans for our special events. On Sunday April1 we will 
host our annual Egg Dying Egg-stravaganza event after 
Fellowship. To participate just show up with hard 
boiled eggs, and be sure there is a parent along too.  On 

From the Music Director 
 
It doesn’t seem possible but, yes, things, finally, are 
looking good for us to be back home soon. Won’t it be 
grand if we can have a fabulous Easter celebration at 
316 Essex Street and at the same time dedicate all these 
wonderful improvements to our meeting house and its 
surroundings. I for one am starting to make real plans 
for the musical part of that first worship service and am 
feeling really good about it becoming a reality. In the 
last few weeks, I have had the opportunity to witness 
great music in several religious settings and I make copi-
ous notes so that we can continue to enhance our musi-
cal portion of worship along with having learned other 
gratifying perspectives as we shared these many produc-
tive months with our friends at First Universalist.   
 

Haven’t we all been having a great time experiencing a 
whole new spectrum of church activities at FUSS. The 
purpose of all this, of course, has been for First Church 
to march triumphantly into the 21st century with an 
updated physical plant to make our membership proud 
to be a part of this vision for our church as were our 
predecessors some 80 years ago when the last moderni-
zation of our venerable old building took place.  
 

In the meantime, we’re prepping for an actual “Music 
Sunday” coming up this weekend (it will most probably 
have happened before you receive this newsletter), 
and this is an event that First Church has not experi-
enced in recent years and I think it’s time for us to make 
it an annual reality from now on, to celebrate all the 
good musical stuff that has been happening in the last 
few years with our choir, soloists, and other special mu-
sical celebrations. 
 

So let us think positive and look forward to many more 
years of celebration in our updated home.  
 

Paul Madore 

Easter Sunday we will host our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. We will need donations of filled plastic eggs and 
will place a collection bin out by Sunday March 11th.  
These events will take place regardless of location so be 
sure to mark your calendar. 
 
Happy Spring to all. 
 
Deborah DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education  
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From the Stewardship Committee 

2012 Pledge Campaign 
 

 “WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET, BUT WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE.”   

Winston Churchill 

THANK YOU to the members and friends who have already returned their 2012 pledge cards!  To date, we have 
received 36 pledge cards out of the over 150 pledge cards that were mailed.  Last year we received 77 pledge cards 
so we are hoping to increase that to at least 85 this year.  Please help us by returning your pledge card today!  (If 
you did not receive a pledge card or have misplaced yours, please contact the church office at 978-744-1551 or 
firstchurch@nii.net to get a replacement) 
 
There are a multitude of excellent reasons to make a pledge to First Church for 2012.  The Stewardship Commit-
tee is providing the following list as food for thought as you complete your pledge cards (based on the church’s 
actual expenses for 2011): 

• Do you appreciate that there is a place where you can take your kid(s) each Sunday to learn the 7 UU 
principles and thus learn how to be a better person?  There were almost 70 enrolled children in the RE 
program which means the church spent almost $515 per enrolled child. 

• Do you enjoy the music during service each week?  The music program (choir, organists, supplies, etc.) 
costs the church about $637 per service. 

• Your contribution helps the church serve dinner to an average of 75 people per month at Lifebridge 
(FKA the Salem Mission) at an average cost of only $167 per meal? 

• To maintain and run our beautiful historic building cost the church about $5,000 per month. 
• The church supported the programming and support of our regional (Massachusetts Bay District) and 

national (Unitarian Universalist Association) organizations at a total cost of $47 per member last year. 
• Only 24% of the church’s annual operating budget came from current members/friends of the church 

and 52% came from dead people’s money (aka the endowment) 
 
Please take some time to prayerfully consider how The First Church has impacted your life, the lives of those you 
love and the life of the community and make a pledge to support that important work. Without your pledge of 
support, it is impossible for the church to maintain and hopefully improve its programming.   
 
And don’t forget, if you return your pledge card or call in your pledge to the church office by March 4th, you will 
be entered into our 2nd Annual Pledge Card Raffle!  This year’s prizes include: 

 A Gift Basket of Wine (Donated by the Palmer family) 
 A History of Salem Walking Tour (Donated by Seth Mascolo) 
 A Green Tea Yoga Gift Certificate (Donated by Alicia Diozzi) 
 2 Tickets to a performance of the Salem Theatre Company (Donated by STC) 
 Your Choice of Reserved Pew on Christmas Eve! 
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From MPIC 
You have probably heard that we have scheduled work parties for each of the Saturdays in March.  As one who partici-
pated in one such this past weekend, I can say that the emphasis should really be on “parties” rather than on “work”.  
The atmosphere was one of fellowship and community, and clearly demonstrated the truism that many hands make 
light work. 
 
There remains much to be done to prepare for our reoccupation of the church, but sessions like the Saturday parties 
provide a gratifying sense of progress.  As we bring older spaces back into habitability, the new spaces continue to look 
more like the pleasant and functional places to use and enjoy.  We encourage any of you to stop by for even a few min-
utes to move a few boxes, run a vacuum cleaner, or wield a paint brush, and get a peek at the same time. 

 
There is room for all interests and talents in this effort.  Please watch this space for upcoming requests and announce-
ments. Or feel free to speak with one of us on the MPIC. 
 
Dave Helen, Paul Madore, Betty Nichols, Steve Palmer 

                        
  THE FIRST CHURCH IN SALEM   
  2012 BUDGET   
              

    Approved    Approved     
 Percent 
Change    Percent of    

   2011  2012   2012 v 2011    over   2012   
    Budget    Budget    Variance    2011 Budget    Total Budget    
               
  Endowment  $              186,000    $              186,000    $             -     0%  52%   
  Members & Friends  $                90,000    $                90,000    $             -     0%  25%   
  Nursery School  $                71,568    $                67,500    $       (4,068)  -6%  19%   
  Other  $                20,200    $                14,205    $       (5,995)  -30%  4%   
               
  Total  $              367,768    $              357,705    $     (10,063)  -3%  100%   
               
               
  Ministry  $              102,480    $              103,917    $        1,437   1%  29%   
  Facilities  $                65,926    $                45,318    $     (20,608)  -31%  13%   
  Henny Penny  $                59,319    $                66,128    $        6,809   11%  18%   
  Administrative  $                40,075    $                48,883    $        8,808   22%  14%   
  Religious Education  $                38,695    $                37,008    $       (1,687)  -4%  10%   
  Music  $                28,924    $                28,499    $         (425)  -1%  8%   
  Insurance  $                10,500    $                12,500    $        2,000   19%  3%   
  UUA/MBD  $                13,318    $                  6,884    $       (6,434)  -48%  2%   
  Other Programs  $                17,735    $                14,811    $       (2,924)  -16%  4%   
  Savings / <Spend>  $                 (9,204)   $                 (6,243)   $        2,961   -32%  -2%   
               
  Total  $              367,768    $              357,705    $     (10,063)  -3%  100%   
                        
At its January meeting, the Standing Committee approved the 2012 operating budget for First Church.  The budget is 
comprised of requests from the various departments and committees of the church.  If you would like to learn about 
how the budget was formed or any of its inputs, please feel free to contact the church Treasurer, Bill Henning. 
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Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who 
hosted Fellowship in Febru-
ary: 

Joseph & Agnes Buchanan, Sally Millice, and the Music Commit-
tees 
 
Hosts are still needed for March and beyond. Be sure to 
sign up outside the church office at First Universalist. 
Feel free to team up with another individual, couple, or 
family.  

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  

Lifebridge 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volun-
teer to shop or to serve at Lifebridge in February: 

Duncan Cox, Alan Hanscom, Richard L'heureux, Shava 
Nerad, John Newhall, Andy Schultz  
On the fourth Saturday of each month, First Church 
volunteers prepare and serve dinner at Lifebridge, 
Salem's homeless shelter.  If you are interested in 
helping with this work on an occasional or routine 
basis, contact Duncan Cox at 978-744-6207 or 
coxes3@verizon.net.  Shopper volunteers, who must 
have cars, are also welcome. 

Henny Penny  
 

Greetings All, 
 

The children and teachers enjoyed celebrating Pajama Day 
with Pancakes. This was an extra fun special day and an 
opportunity for the children to roll right out of bed and 
head over to Henny Penny in their PJ’s and slip-
pers. Throughout February, the children and families at 
Henny Penny participated in The Pajama Program.  This 
non-profit provides new books and new pajamas to chil-
dren in need, many who are waiting and hoping to be 
adopted.  Thousands of the children they serve live in or-
phanages, group homes and shelters and are shuffled 
around often to temporary living facilities.  Many of them 
have been abused or abandoned and have never enjoyed 

the simple comfort of having a mother or father tuck 
them in at bedtime and read to them.  Since 2001, The 
Pajama Program has provided over new pajamas and 
books to children in need, nationwide.  Check out their 
website at www.pajamaprogram.org.   
 

Our Pancakes and Pajamas Party last week was a BIG hit 
with the Salem Fire Department! The griddle set off the 
fire alarm and we had visitors from both the Salem Fire 
Department and Wayne Alarm. We improvised with 3 
pizzas from The Tin Whistle . . . yum, YUM, YUM!!!  
 

All best, 
Kerry Martin and Barbara Hermann 

Around the Parish 
 

Several kids from the First Church are  
in the Salem YMCA’s production of  
Midsummer Night’s Dream, produced by  
the Northshore YMCA Children’s Theater  
program.  Among those hale and hardy performers are 
Emma Bassett, Leah Barz-Snell, Jacob Barz-Snell, 
Luce Brandt, Justin Granniss (the son of Denise – 
above) and Jacob Pini.  Production is scheduled for the 
first part of March. 
 

Rebecca Hains, Salem State Professor and First Church 
member, was recently featured on the front page of the 
Salem News.  Rebecca is a Professor of Communications 
at Salem State University whose research area is girls and 
mass culture.  She recently published “Growing Up with 
Girl Power: Girlhood on Screen and in Everyday Life.”  
The book examines the sorts of role models and influ-
ences available to young girls today and the impact these 
have.  Congratulations Rebecca!  The article can be found 
here: http://www.salemnews.com/local/x2053734979/
Cupcakes-and-girl-power 
 

Rumor has it that Julie, Chris, Luke and Noah Ander-
son journeyed to Mexico for the February school vaca-
tion.  They joined their parents and grandparents for a 
time of swimming, sunning and practicing their Spanish.  
Ole! 
 

Did you know that the structural engineer consulting on 
our construction project is none other than church mem-
ber, John Wathne?  John is the owner and senior engi-
neer of Structures North here in Salem. 
 

There is a growing list of church members and friends 
who are helping out during our construction project.  
Please see the list in this newsletter and future ones. 
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From the Nominating Committee 
 

“At the Annual Meeting of the Society and at any Spe-
cial Meeting called for the purpose of electing officers 
or members of Committees of the Society the Nominat-
ing Committee shall make a written report nominating 
members of the Society as officers and Committee 
members.”  (By Laws of the First Congregational Soci-
ety in Salem as Revised December 31, 2006, Article VII, 
Section 3) 
 

With the Annual Meeting of the Society coming up on 
Sunday, May 6th, the Nominating Committee is work-
ing on its recommendations to fill the following officer 
and Committee roles at the church: 
 

Moderator (1) Standing Committee (3) 
Treasurer (1) Membership Committee (1) 
Clerk (1) 
Trustee (1) 
 

If you would like to know more about any of these po-
sitions or are interested in being nominated, please feel 
free to contact Peter A. Copelas, Duncan Cox or Bill 
Henning as soon as possible. 

Member/Friend Giving Year-To-Date 
 

We have had a VERY slow start to the giving year at First Church.  Through Sunday February 19th, we have only 
received the following contributions compared to 2011 and 2010: 
 

2012 $9,282 10% to our 2012 giving goal of $90,000 
2011 $13,649 16% of total 2011 giving of $85,785 
2010 $15,547 18% of total 2009 giving of $85,060 

 

As might be expected, attendance at Sunday services has been lower than normal since we are not worshiping in 
our church home.  Perhaps the church is   “Out of sight” and therefore ‘Out of mind” as the old saying 
goes?  Even if you are not attending church services, but are a member of First Church, we ask you to continue 
making your contributions to the church so that we can continue to provide the programming and services you 
expect without having to take funds from our cash reserves.  Checks can be mailed to First Church at 316 Essex 
Street (the administrative office is still maintained there) or you can make a contribution through the online bill 
payment service provided by your bank. 
 

If you are attending the weekly services at First Universalist, please know that all checks made out to First Church 
and all of the First Church giving envelopes (including the blue ones you can pick up at the entry to the church) 
are making their way to First Church and are being applied to pledges.  We are also receiving 50% of the unattrib-
uted cash each week as well. 
 

Thank you for keeping First Church In mind! 
 

Bill Henning 
Treasurer  

From the Membership Committee 
 
The Membership Committee is trying to find the ad-
dresses of the following members.  Information can be 
sent to Charlene Long via e mail: 
cdlong@TheBuffumGroup.com 
 
  
Michael Berry 
Barbara Brant 
Ivy Bright 
Susan Buchanan 
Lisa Kent Cote 
Damien Goshey 
Leslie Jardins 
Kevin Kecy 
Tim Kellogg 
Matt MacCellan 
James Shaffnit 
Ken Wilson 
Maria Velmann 
Michaela Zullo 
Miranda Zullo 



The Herald, March 2012 Page  10 

Reoccupation Work Parties 
Although Saturdays are the official work days Fridays and Sundays have been becoming work days as well. The last weekend of 
February was our first Work Party Weekend, and some folks had the stamina for all three days. But a big thank you for everyone 
who showed up at any time. Many, many thanks to Lynn Taggart, Jeff Barz-Snell, Richard & Joan Hannah, Ben Waxman, Nicole 
McLaughlin and their daughter Nora, Richard L’heureux, Duncan Cox, Eric Kenney, Chris Finn, Steve Palmer, and George and 
Ellen Brandenburg for coming in and getting so much work done.  
  
Although there is much to be done the atmosphere has been motivated and fun. Some highlights from the first weekend include 
Duncan's innovative shoe covers made from latex gloves, which may also be used with his "Chicken Man" costume next October 
which we did not, unfortunately get photos of. We also had the fabulous entertainment in the form of a sing-a-long to Richard 
L’heureux’s doo-wop and gospel CDs he brought along. People were up on ladders and down on their knees singing often in 
four part harmony. When we say work party, we do mean work...and party. However, the goal is to be ready for an Easter Sunday 
service, and we need all hands on deck.  
  
Please take a moment to go the link below, email or call the First Church administrator, Catherine to sign up for the Saturday 
work parties. Or just show up! Every Saturday from 9am - 3pm we will be working to get our home back in order. We hope you 
can spare some time in the coming weeks. Work Party Sign Up (link: http://www.doodle.com/fbhvep3v92g729g3) 
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Construction Updates 
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SalemRecycles Free Book Swap 
 
March 10, 2012 at the Senior Center 
 
SalemRecycles is hosting their semi-annual book swap on Saturday, March 10th from 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm.  It will be held at the Salem Senior Center at 5 Broad Street.  If 
you have items to drop off, you may do so on Saturday during the stated times or the 
night before between 6:00 - 7:00 pm.  You are not required to bring books in order to 
take books.  There will be all sorts of books available including fiction, non-fiction, 
business, self-help, sports, history, biographies, gardening, cooking, crafts, art, poetry, 
and classic literature.  In addition, there will commercial CDs and VCR tapes, greet-
ing cards, and calendars. 
Remember - there is no swap necessary.  Drop off, take away, or both.  This is a 
great opportunity to recycle old books and to walk away with gently used but free 
reading material. All leftover materials will be donated or recycled.  For additional 
information, please go to: salem.com/recycling, greensalem.com or 978-619-5679. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


