
A  few years ago, a gang of criminals orchestrated a series of bank robberies in this 
area. They had apparently mastered the art of “getting in and getting out” very fast, 

never running out of any bank with more than 7,000. They were quick hit artists who 
had perfected a method for “the getaway.” For a short time, they were successful and 
fortunately they never hurt anyone. Through a regional, coordinated effort by local po-
lice departments, they were eventually caught. The five men were arrested, tried, sen-
tenced and are now serving prison terms. That is how the justice system works—usually. 
It can be different with larger heists. 
 
On Thursday, March 24 the church will host a screening of Inside Job (see page 8),  
a documentary film by Charles Ferguson that critically examines the causes of the Great 
Financial Crisis of 2008. What becomes clear in the film and in the accompanying docu-
mentation is that the huge financial meltdown that occurred in this country and around 
the world was the result of a variety of complex systems and products put in place by 
senior executives at major investment banks in this country. While unsuspecting and 
sometimes irresponsible investors and homeowners had a part to play, most of these 
smaller players were responding to and participating in a system that had been rigged. 
And what is amazing is that it is still being rigged, since no real major reform to the fi-
nancial system has occurred since the U.S. Government opted to bail out Wall Street 
firms to the tune of $1.2 trillion. While a large share of this money has been paid back, it 
is curious that only one person has been charged with any wrongdoing. 
 
Meanwhile millions of families have lost their homes in the last 24 months and millions 
more are faced with a dire set of financial prospects for the foreseeable future. Almost 
unbelievably, the same system and many of the same individuals are still operating on 
Wall Street, many of them still taking large risks and most laughing all the way to the 
bank. While it might be a stretch to assert that a bank was robbed, it is abundantly clear 
that major fraud was committed and millions were pocketed by certain individuals. Some 
of us can’t help but conclude there is an enormous injustice being perpetrated on the 
American people. Why is it that some of the “best and brightest” in the financial indus-
try in this country are currently incentivized to act in ways that are dangerously risky, 
mean-spirited and contrary to the common good, and why are we as a country accepting 
that no major reforms to the system are needed? It’s like allowing our bank robber 
friends to go free with a slap on the wrist and a promise not to do it again. This Oscar-
winning film asks these sorts of questions and sheds light on our current situation.  
 
We have a wonderful array of church related events scheduled this month: Jazz Sunday 
services, celebrations of spring, pancake breakfasts, small group dinners, archives open 
houses, and yes—a very timely film night—all occurring sometime in the next 31 days.  
 
I hope you will be able to join us for some of it. See you in church. 
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The Ames Covenant 

In the love of truth  
and the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God  
and the service of humankind. 

 

Don’t Forget to  
Spring Forward! 

 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time begins  
Saturday night, March 12. There 
will be extra coffee for the “bleary
-eyed” during Fellowship! 
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March Schedule of Events 

Tuesday, March 1 
 Alliance Luncheon, noon 
 Spirit Journey, 7 pm 

 
Sunday, March 6  
 Sunday Service, with Communion,10:30 am 
 Youth Group meets, 7–8:30 pm 

 
Tuesday, March 8 
 Alliance Luncheon, noon 

 
Wednesday, March 9 
 Lifebridge (Salem Mission) Dinner, 4:45 pm 
 RE Committee, 7 pm 
 Standing Committee, 7:15 pm 

 
Thursday, March 10 
 Becoming a Welcoming Congregation  
Workshop, 7:30 pm 

 
Sunday, March 13    (Daylight Saving Time begins) 
 Jazz Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
 Youth Group meets, 7–8:30 pm 

 
Tuesday, March 15 
 Alliance Luncheon, noon 

 
Sunday, March 20 
 Choir rehearsal, 9 am 
 Pancake Breakfast/Youth Silent Auction, 9–10:15 am 
 Sunday Service, with choir,10:30 am 
 Archives Open House,11:30 am–12:30 pm 
 Youth Group meets, 7–8:30 pm 

 
Tuesday, March 22 
 Alliance Luncheon, noon 

 
Wednesday, March 23 
 MPIC, 6:30 pm 

 
Thursday, March 24 
 Film Screening: Inside Job, 7 pm 
 WCC meeting, 7:30 pm 

 
Saturday, March 26 
 Lifebridge (Salem Mission) Dinner, 4:45 pm 

 
Sunday, March 27 
 Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
 Youth Group, 7–8:30 pm 

 
Tuesday, March 29 
 Alliance Luncheon, noon 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
 
Spring arrives officially on Sunday, 
March 20 — none too soon for 
most New Englanders this year. 
What more appropriate way to 
usher in the season than with one 
of our spring traditions: the Pancake Breakfast. We 
hope you will join us between 9:00 and 10:15 am to en-
joy a hearty meal prepared by Joe Perron and a contin-
gent of trusty assistants.  
 
A newer addition to the spring pancake breakfast is the 
teen and youth class’s Silent Auction. The proceeds of 
the Auction (which continues during Fellowship), will 
be used by the class to support their social action pro-
ject. A list of items will be circulated a week prior.  
 
So plan to show up early on Sunday, March 20 with 
your appetite and checkbook.   
 
ALSO—That afternoon, during Fellowship, drop in for 
an Archives Open House.  

A New First Church Tradition  
Recommended 
 
As participants in one of the new pot luck groups, we 
want to thank George Brandenburg for starting this 
wonderful tradition. We are now looking forward to our 
third event, and we feel as if we have made real connec-
tions to the adults and children of our new circle of 
friends.  The conversations have been stimulating and 
wide ranging, and the meals have been delightful.   
 
If you’d like to feel more a part of our community or 
want to know better the people with whom we worship, 
we recommend that you sign up at the next opportu-
nity.  It’s been such a great experience for us; we’d like 
you all to share in it.   
 

Lynn Taggart 
 Russell Lane  

Peter A. Copelas 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
- Alliance, noon 
- Spirit Journey, 7pm 

2  
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
-  Sunday Service, with  
         Communion   
-  Youth Group, 7-8:30pm 
  

7 8 
- Alliance, noon 
 

9    ASH WEDNESDAY 
- Salem Mission  
      dinner, 4:45pm 
- RE Cmte, 7 pm 
- Standing Cmte,  
      7:15pm 

10 
-  Welcoming  
       Congregation 
       Workshop,  
       7:30pm 
 

11 12 
 

Remember to set 
your clocks ahead  
one hour. 

13     
-  Jazz Sunday Service 
-  Youth Group, 7-8:30pm 

14 15 
- Alliance , noon 
 

16 
 
 

17 
  

18 
 

19 
 

20 
- Choir rehearsal, 9am  
- Pancake Breakfast/Youth Silent 
      Auction, 9-10:15 am  
- Sunday Service, with choir 
- Archives Open House, ?? 
- Youth Group , 7-8:30pm 

21 22 
- Alliance , noon 

23 
- MPIC, 6:30pm 
-  
 
 

24 
- Film Screening:  
   Inside Job, 7pm- 
- Welcoming  
       Congregation 
       Cmte, 7:30pm 

25 
 

26 
- Salem Mission  
     dinner,  4:45pm 

27 
- Sunday Service, 10:30am  
- Youth Group , 7-8:30pm 

28 29 
- Alliance , noon 

31   

 
    

    Sunday Services at 10:30 am and followed  
    by Fellowship, unless otherwise noted. 
  

30 

M A R C H  2 0 1 1  

Jazz Sunday — March 13 
 
First Church's Jazz Sunday series 
continues on March 13 with  
vocalist Louise Grasmere and 
Marty Rowen on piano. Gras-
mere combines the grace and 
elegance of the best classic jazz vocalists with the power 
and authority of deep blues and gospel. Rowen is a mas-
ter of jazz piano, the Hammond B3 organ, and blues 
guitar, and is a gifted jazz and blues vocalist. The com-
bination of Grasmere and Rowen together promises a 
moving morning of music and spiritual celebration. 

Annual Reports 
 
Although the Annual Meeting 
is still a couple of months away, 
it’s not too early to think about 
Annual Reports which will be due Tuesday, April 5. 
Because Annual Meeting follows right on the heels of 
Easter this year, it is imperative that the Annual Report 
be as complete as possible before Palm Sunday. There-
fore, appreciate everyone’s cooperation. If you are a 
staff member, or chair of a committee or board, please 
send your report to firstchurch@nii.net. Thanks in ad-
vance! 
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From Religious Education  

In February, the Religious Education sponsored two 
fabulous examples of how our First Church community 
comes together and shares the joy and wonder of each 
other: our Family Fun Hoedown and Chocolate Sunday. 
 
Our Hoedown was our best ever Family Fun Night.  
A sing along with guitars, humorous skits, crafts, chili, 
cornbread, and Valentina’s famous games all added up 
to a great evening for children and adults alike. We had 
more participants than ever before. 
 
On Chocolate Sunday our children and volunteers 
served up an elegant boutique of chocolate goodies wor-
thy of a world-class hotel! The RE committee, the chil-
dren, the volunteers and everyone else came together to 
raise more than $700 to support the children’s Humane 
Farming project. Not bad for a bake sale! Thanks to the 
many who volunteered their time and talent and to all 
who made a purchase. None of this would be possible 
without your generosity and dedication. 
 
One of the goals of having the students choose a social 
justice project every year is to show our children they 
have the power to change the world around them for 
the better. The 4th and 5th grade students, many of 
whom have been participating in our social justice pro-
jects for years, are confident and intentional in their de-
sire to be activist for good in our world. They came up 
with several social justice themes, educated their class-
mates, and then ran a democratic vote to arrive at the 
Humane Farming theme. Who knows what such a group 
of young people might accomplish in the future? 
 
Youth Sunday will be on Sunday, April 10; March 20 will 
be our first rehearsal. Please support your child’s com-
mitment to our program by being sure they come to as 
many rehearsals as possible. Participation in group 
events like Youth Sunday is the glue that binds this com-
munity of young people together as friends. 
 
The Teens and Youth Group will once again sponsor a 
Silent Auction during the Pancake Breakfast on March 
20th. Please see Deb DiGiulio or Valentina if you have a 
service or item to you wish to donate. 
 
Happy Spring, 
 
— Deb DiGiulio, Religious Education Director 

 
Dear Congregants: 
 
Our Religious Edu-
cation social justice 
project this year is 
about factory farm-
ing. This is a main method of our food production 
that goes on in secrecy and is cruel and harmful to 
animals that are our meat, egg and dairy sources. 
And in these factories, the cows, chickens and pigs 
are packed together and their lives are horrible; we 
are learning about some of the terrifying things that 
happen. Besides raising money for the Humane So-
ciety, we found there were things we could do at 
home that make a difference. We want your help to 
prevent this horrible cruelty. 
 
In March, we would like you to try three easy 
steps: 
 
 Our campaign starts with Meatless Mondays 

— one meat-free day out of seven to reduce the 
amount of meat that we eat overall. Fish, vege-
tarian dishes, whole grains, you get the idea. 
(And hey it’s healthy for you too!) 

 
 Better Choices. We are also trying to make bet-

ter choices that support natural farming prac-
tices. Check labels. In the supermarket, choose 
meat and eggs that are labeled certified organic 
or certified humane as much as you can. (We’ve 
seen that they are more expensive so even if you 
make one better choice a week or every other 
time that still helps.) Be aware that the claim 
“Natural” or “Naturally raised” are empty words 
that don’t mean the animals were actually treated 
better. Also beef that’s grain-fed is not as good 
for cows as meat labeled grass-fed. See our dis-
play in the Cleveland room for more informa-
tion! 

 
 Finally, Tell Someone. Please spread this news 

to the community so the word goes around.  
The more people that know and participate the 
better. 

 
Written by Leah Fortin and the middle school class 
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Youth Group News 
 
The First Church 
Youth Group had an-
other first last month: 
attending a youth con. 
Cons (that’s short for 
conferences, by the 
way) are a chance for 
UU youth groups from 
the area to come to-
gether for a weekend 
of fun, fellowship, edu-
cation and worship. 
Our youth had never 
attended one until Feb-
ruary, when we took 
the short drive over to 
North Andover to visit North Parish, where more than 
60 youth and youth advisors from around the Massa-
chusetts Bay area spent a weekend learning about sus-
tainable agriculture and ethical eating. 
 
We arrived Friday night, had some welcoming activities 
and worship before getting a little sleep ahead of a big 
day on Saturday. We woke up, made breakfast, and 
spent a day in workshops. We learned about community
-supported agriculture from local non-profit organiza-
tions, then made our own cheese and pizza dough in 
the afternoon, when we also watched Food Inc., a docu-
mentary about America’s food system. We closed with a 
talent show and worship. Many of the youth stayed up 
late into the night talking and making new friends. I 
took the opportunity to get some sleep, with other adult 
advisors looking out for the youth. We closed Sunday 
morning, and Deb took the youth back to our church 
while I went off to guest preach in Western Mass. 
 
The youth who went—Joy, Karina, and Heather—had  
a great time and have already asked about attending 
more cons in the future. If your youth is interested, 
have them contact me (I can be reached at 
the.christian.schmidt@gmail.com or 979-450-2477) or 
come to youth group on Sunday nights from 7 to 8:30 
pm. Thanks for all your support. 
 
— Christian Schmidt, First Church Youth Advisor  

Music News 
 
This comes to you from sunny Florida and my annual 
visit here to rejuvenate brain, body and soul after a 
crazy November and December in beautiful New Eng-
land. Not that I don’t miss Salem’s wonderful weather 
and warm days in January and February, and I do hope 
that many of you are able to escape the joys of snow, 
sleet and chilly weather (chilly is probably the wrong 
word) for a brief time.  
 
My other purpose in being here in a quite different part 
of the country is to explore other churches, their music 
programs, and to perhaps return to Salem with fresh 
ideas and new materials for our own liturgy. I have the 
pleasure of spending some time here in the Palm 
Beaches with my good friend Robert Littlefield, music 
director at First Parish in Beverly. We compare notes 
and often conclude that, in my case, the First Church in 
Salem is pretty darned impressive.  
 
To date, I have participated in Lutheran, Episcopal, 
Methodist and, yes UU services, although Florida UU 
services are quite another experience. For the moment. 
I want to concentrate on the Episcopal service, this in 
what is perhaps the most Lah-di-dah church in the 
Eastern hemisphere, Bethesda by the Sea. We go for the 
music, which is nothing short of spectacular. We even 
get there in time to enjoy the pre-service choir practice, 
as that is an experience in itself. While listening I look 
through the bulletin/order of service with all that’s hap-
pening in the parish. I include this bit for the benefit of 
Bill Henning, Steve Palmer and all our stewardship hard 
workers. The bulletin stated that, as of mid-February 
stewardship pledges total (I’m serious!) $1,750,000 but 
they hoped that would increase substantially before the 
end of the month. Think of how many elevators we 
could have, to say nothing of converting Willson Hall 
into the Wang Center. Leaving that place, I think how 
nice it is to live in a comfortable reality back in Salem. 
 
All that aside—including eight ushers clad uniformly in 
white slacks and blazers and some 30+ clergy types 
processing to the altar—the music is truly grand and I 
have succeeded in regular conversations with their  
music director, from which I gleaned several pieces of  
 

Continued on page 9 

First Church Youth Group member Joy 
Lima (center) prepares pizza with youth 
from other area Unitarian Universalist 
churches at a youth con(ference) at North 
Andover.  
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From the Stewardship Committee 

Upgrading your computer? Have a laptop to donate? Religious Education has need of laptop 
computers of a fairly recent make. Please contact Deb DiGiulio for more information. 

THANK YOU to the members and friends who have 
already returned their 2011 pledge cards! To date, we 
have received 35 pledge cards out of the over 120 
pledge cards that were mailed. Last year we received 67 
pledge cards so we are hoping to increase that to at least 
75 this year. Please help us by returning your pledge 
card today! If you did not receive a pledge card or have 
misplaced yours, please contact the church office at 978
-744-1551 or firstchurch@nii.net to get a replacement. 
 
There are a multitude of excellent reasons to make a 
pledge to First Church for 2011. The Stewardship Com-
mittee is providing the following list as food for 
thought as you complete your pledge cards: 
 
Thoughts on Why to Pledge (based on 2010): 
 

• Do you like that there is a place where you can take 
your child each Sunday to learn the UU’s seven prin-
ciples and thus how to be a better person? The RE 
program taught an average of 38 children per week at 
an average cost of about $758 per child per year. 

• Do you enjoy the music during service each week? 
The music program (choir, organists, music, etc.) 
costs the church about $638 per week. 

• Your contribution helps the church serve dinner to an 
average of 75 people per month at Lifebridge (FKA 
the Salem Mission) at an average cost of only $167 
per meal? 

• To maintain and run our beautiful historic building 
costs the church about $5,563 per month. 

• The church supports the programming and support 
of our regional (Massachusetts Bay District) and na-
tional (Unitarian Universalist Association) organiza-
tions at a total cost of $47 per member per year. 

• Only 29% of the church’s annual operating budget 
came from current members/friends of the church 
and 66% came from dead people’s money (aka the 
endowment) 

• And last, but not least, you can be entered into a Raffle! 

The First Annual First Church Pledge Raffle! 
 

3rd Prize: A Wine Basket 
2nd Prize: Green Tea Yoga Gift Card 
1st Prize: Your Choice of Pew on Christmas Eve! 

 
The winning pledge cards will be drawn at the begin-
ning of the service on Sunday, March 6. The entry 
deadline has been extended to Friday, March 4.  
Submit your pledge card by then to be entered. 

2010 Contribution Statements 
 
All members and friends who made a monetary contri-
bution to the church in 2010 should have received their 
2010 contribution statement in the mail by now. If you 
haven’t received it or if you have a question about its 
contents, please contact Jim Singletary, the church ad-
ministrator, at 978-744-1551 or firstchurch@nii.net. 

RE Request 
 

There is a great deal of need both inside and outside the church.  
Stewardship monies help bridge the gap for many.  
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From the Standing Committee 
 
 
The Standing Committee is engaged in active discussion 
about the possible implementation of the Master Plan 
and welcomes your feedback. 
 
The Master Plan, which was adopted in the Spring of 
2009, was guided by the priorities in the Master Plan-
ning Committee’s mission statement. The resulting plan 
was divided into two phases, and the table shown below 
in Steve Palmer’s report, shows this breakdown. 
 
While MPIC continues to refine the cost estimates of 
Phase I, the Standing Committee is considering issues 
of timing for construction and a possible capital cam-

From MPIC 

paign. As part of this process, I have been interviewing 
many of you about your hopes, dreams and concerns 
for the Church while trying to gather information that 
would help us set a reasonable goal for a capital cam-
paign. Thank you to all of you who have given your 
time and thoughts to this process. 
 
We are still looking for someone with grant research 
experience; if this is you and you are willing, please get 
in touch with me. 
 
Warmly, 
 
— Nicole McLaughlin, Standing Committee Chair 
 

Master Plan, Phase 1: Where are we? 
 
Even those of us who have been immersed in the discussions and analysis of the master plan struggle to keep all of the 
issues and elements in clear view. In the interest of summarizing our objectives and priorities, it is hoped that the table 
below can help to organize our collective thinking as we move toward the Phase 1 project. 

Such an “a la carte” view is inherently simplistic because it does not present any dependencies among the project ele-
ments. Nor have I identified the costs of these elements, which in total are estimated to exceed our available funds by a 
significant amount. However, I do think it is helpful to itemize in this way in order to clearly relate these pieces to the 
larger objectives we are pursuing. At a quick glance of the Phase 1 elements, one can see that many of our most impor-
tant objectives could be fulfilled. I find it energizing and exciting to see that we are so close to this major milestone in 
the life of the First Church. I hope you agree. 
 
— Steve Palmer, MPIC chair 

Mission Statement Phase 1 Elements Phase 2 Elements 
Universal access to worship and community activities Tower addition and elevator; Bathroom renovation Willson Hall renovation 
Sustainability in financing, energy use and environmental 
impact 

New gas-fired heating system to reduce our carbon footprint  
by at least 60% and operating costs by $7,500/year 

  

Respect for, and preservation of our unique heritage Building preservation; Secure Archives space   
Accommodation of the growing needs and opportunities 
 to educate our youth 

Classroom renovation; New classrooms (x2, Willson Hall)   

The expanding role of our congregation in the larger  
community 

  Willson Hall renovation 

Infrastructure Water leak/infiltration fix; Electrical system upgrade Lighting improvements 
Life safety Stairwell (2nd egress); Full-building sprinkler system   
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The Welcoming Congregation Committee was happy to 
once again host North Shore Alliance for Gay and Les-
bian Youth (NAGLY) members in a discussion on 
Transsexual/Transgender issues. Alishia Ouellette is on 
the Board of Directors at NAGLY, and is also Out-
reach and Education Director. Outside of NAGLY, she 
is a firefighter/EMT with the Danvers Fire Depart-
ment, and an active member of the transgender com-
munity. She shared her story of realizing how she was 
different, her struggles to live in her biologically male 
body while feeling female, and her transition in relation-
ships and work along with her transition in gender. 
 
Accompanying Alishia was a teen from a local high 
school who shared her story of feeling different and her 
fears that her family will not be understanding when she 
tells them that she sees herself as a woman, not the boy 
she was born as. Her family currently accepts her as a 
gay male, but has expressed negative views towards 
transsexuals. She has no idea how to go about telling 
them, but feels very accepted by friends at school and 
NAGLY. 
 
We also clearly defined terms commonly used when 
discussing trans people:  
• transgender: feeling that one is a gender other than 
 their biological gender 
• transsexual: a person who has undergone sexual  
 reassignment surgery 

Becoming a Welcoming Congregation Workshops 

• trans woman: a person born 
 male who lives as a female;  
 may or may not have had surgery 
• trans man: a person born female who lives as a male; 
 may or may not have had surgery 
One topic sort of glazed over in our discussion is that 
transgender people are seen as having a disorder—
gender identity disorder, or gender dysphoria. This can 
be seen as a positive; it entitles transgender individuals 
to care and equality that they might otherwise not re-
ceive. However, imagine already feeling unusual, not-
normal, and then being labeled as having a disorder. 
This must be another difficulty for many transgender 
individuals to deal with. There are also guidelines for 
proceeding with gender reassignment surgery, formerly 
called the Benjamin Standards of Care, to ensure that 
transgender people are truly ready to proceed with their 
surgery. Even if money were not an issue- which it is, 
since the surgeries are not covered by insurance- the 
person seeking surgery has to live for a minimum num-
ber of years as their chosen gender (varies from country 
to country), and attend therapy regularly, along with 
many other steps, before completing their gender reas-
signment. This is not something that can be done on a 
whim. 
 
Our next workshop: Families and Children, meeting on 
March 10 at 7:30 pm.   

— Jessica Kane 
 

Film Screening: Inside Job — Thu, Mar 24, 7 pm 
 
The Academy Award–winning documentary Inside Job seeks to explain the cause of the 
global financial crises of 2008 that has resulted in millions losing their homes and/or jobs. 
Through extensive research and interviews with major financial insiders, politicians, and 
journalists, the film traces the rise of a rogue industry and unveils the corrosive relation-
ships that have corrupted politics, regulation, and academia. 
 
Join us at the First Church on Thursday, March 24, at 7:00 pm, for a screening of the 
film, followed by a discussion led by Marjorie Kelly, former Editor of Business Ethics maga-
zine and staff member of the Tellus Institute.  
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Readers and Chalice Lighters 
Thanks to those who served as Reader and Chalice 
Lighter during our Services in February:  
 
February 6: Richard L’heureux 
February 13: Don Glover 

February 20: Joan Hannah and  
Leah Barz-Snell 

February 27: Chris Finn 

Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted  
Fellowship in February: 

February 6: Jim Ognibene and Barbara 
Maitland 
February 13: The Barz-Snell and Fritz families 
February 20: The Palmer, Helen, Lebzelter/Harten, and 
Morgenstern families  
February 27: Chris Hansen-Mitev and the Mele family  
 
Hosts are still needed for February and beyond. Be sure 
to sign in the Barnard Room. Feel free to team up with 
another individual, couple, or family.  

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  

Lifebridge 
Thanks to the following who signed up to volun-
teer to shop or to serve at Lifebridge in February: 

Jeanne Otto, Peter Nugent, Alan Hanscom, Peter LeBlanc, Sue 
Kirby, John Newhall, Sandy Riggs, Betty Nichols, George and 
Ellen Brandenburg, Paul and Sara Massari. 
 
Volunteers are needed on a regular basis at Lifebridge. 
Members and friends of the First Church serve dinner 
twice a month—on the second Wednesday and on the 
fourth Saturday, 4:45–6:45 pm. To volunteer, see the 
sign up sheet in the Barnard Room during Fellowship 
hour. 

Around the Parish 
 
Bob Allen lost his father this month 
after a short illness. He passed away 
in Florida with his wife and children  
present. 
 
Jerry Zullo lost his father following a few months of 
declining health. He was mourned by a large contin-
gent of loving family and friends. 
 
Bill Henning’s mother passed away. She had been in 
poor health for a period of time.  Bill was able to fly 
out and be with his brothers and sister near the fam-
ily’s home in Wisconsin. 
 
Sharon Legault passed away recently after a valiant 
struggle with cancer. She was 51. Sharon grew up here 
at the First Church and is the daughter of Mimi Bal-
lou, wife of Larry Legault and mother of John Henry 
and Shelly Legault. The family will be in our prayers. 
 
Mike Mascolo and Mike Mele did a fine job strum-
ming and plucking their guitars during February’s Fam-
ily Fun Night. It was a quite a “hoe-down.” Now, if 
only we could have built that campfire in the middle of 
the Cleveland Room, it would have completed the 
scene. Bob Soucy did a masterful job conceiving and 
organizing our winter, western-themed party. 

Music News (continued from page 4) 
 
music that the First Church is, and will be, using in our 
services. Another interesting point to this story is that  
last Sunday we heard a visiting rector from Cambridge, 
MA who gave a wonderful sermon (though perhaps 
not quite as witty as Jeff’s), which made it all quite an  
experience. Add to this a 100-rank organ that I’m sure 
could be heard at the nearby Breakers Hotel, and there 
you have it. 
 
At this point, I’m getting ready to have a truly wonder-
ful Lenten through Easter experience at homey, com-
fortable, really great First Church.  
 
See you in church! 
 
— Paul Madore, Director of Music 
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NOTHING SO NEW: The Goddess Eostre and Springtime Birth  
A baby is God’s opinion that the world should go on. – Carl Sandburg 
 
Shortly before her death, poet Sylvia Plath stayed overnight at the home of a friend. The house 
cat had just had kittens, and Sylvia’s hostess found her guest kneeling beside their birth-box,  
exclaiming, “I’ve never seen anything so new!” Even in the midst of her troubles, the poet  
rejoiced at the arrival of new life. And so should we! Is there any more triumphant proof than 
that of new birth that Spring has snatched another year from the icicle fangs of Winter? 
 
Such an annual miracle requires a mighty infusion of feminine energy, and Eostre (ee-OH-struh) 
packs just that punch--and quite a few “paunches,” too! This Lady was a fertility goddess hon-
ored by the Celts at the Spring Equinox (March 21st). Her name “Eostre” gave Christianity the term Easter for its  
resurrection festival and also supplied science with the term estrus for the time when a female is sexually receptive.   
 
Many domestic animals come into heat in February—the reason Witches call the full moon of that month the 
“Quickening Moon.“ The female cat is no exception. Once mated, she carries her young for roughly ninety days, bring-
ing them forth in May. Each kitten quickly claims its seat at Mama’s Milk Bar. Lean close and listen: over the mother 
cat’s throbbing “life-motif” of purr, rises a tremulous obbligato—wobbly-GATO?—bubbling up from her little ones. 
 
No, there is nothing so new (or mew) as Spring—and, at the same time, nothing so old. “And, for all this,” marveled 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, “Nature is never spent; / There lives the dearest freshness deep-down things.” Whether we 
call the wellspring of that freshness by a pagan or a Christian name, all may join with the poet in his passionate prayer: 
“Let [it] Easter in us!”  
 
- Rose Wolf 


