
We had one of the biggest holiday seasons in recent memory with many new families 
and individuals visiting the First Church and lots of folks interested in our values as a 
liberal religious congregation and excited by the renovations we have made to our his-
toric building.  We kicked off the holidays with a wonderful concert performed by the 
Boston Boys Choir as sponsored by the Dickens Society of the North Shore.  And the 
season continued with decorating and wrapping parties, Henny Penny Song FestS as 
well as Christmas Pageant rehearsals and performances.  We then had two huge Christ-
mas services on Sunday and then Christmas Eve. 
 

And now we turn our attention to the New Year.  As I take my leave on sabbatical, our 
community is in very good hands.  This seems as good a time as any during my tenure to 
take some time to recharge and find some renewal.  In the meantime, we have scheduled 
a variety of terrific and interesting guest preachers and speakers.  Among other things, I 
have made an intentional effort to recruit some female voices during my time away.  All 
in all, there are 17 different people scheduled to preach from our pulpit this winter and 
spring, including a few familiar faces such as (in order of date): Jesse Jaeger, Jim Ogni-
bene, Claire Donaldson and Ellen Brandenburg.  I encourage you to come and cheer 
them on. 
 

I want to thank you, the congregation, for this gift of time to my family and me.  I plan 
to use it to explore, to ruminate, to play (a little), to pray, to read and to find ways to 
feed my soul.   
 

See you in June, 
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The Ames Covenant 

In the love of truth  
and the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God  
and the service of humankind. 

GUEST PREACHERS FOR JANUARY 
 

Jan 6 Rev. Colin Bossen Colin is a UU Minister and Ph.D. candidate at Harvard 
University.  He has served as a parish minister for eight years. 
 

Jan 13 Bonnie Hurd Smith Bonnie is a local historian and author who has spoken 
here several times before, including sermons on the lives of Judith Sargent Murray and 
Sophia Peabody Hawthorne.  Bonnie published her latest book last fall. 
 

Jan 20 Marlyn Miller Marlyn is preparing for the UU ministry and is currently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity at Andover Newton Theological School.  She just stepped 
down as the RE Director at First Universalist Society in Salem.  She preached here last Au-
gust. 
 

Jan 27 Rev. Susan Moran Susan is the current Minister of the UU Church in Rock-
port and has previously been the Associate Minister as the UU Church of Winchester and 
Marblehead respectively. 
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January Schedule of Events 
January 1 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 
January 6: Epiphany Sunday 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 

 
January 8 
 Alliance, 12pm 
 RE Committee, 7pm  

 
January 10 
 Standing Committee, 7:15pm 

 
January 13 
 Stewardship, 9:15am 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 

 
January 15 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 
January 20: MLK, Jr. Sunday 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am  

 
January 22 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 
January 23 
 Salem Pantry Bagging, 5pm 

 
January 26 
 Salem Pantry Distribution, 9am 
 Lifebridge, 4:45pm 

 
January 27 
 MPIC, 9:15am 
 Sunday Service, 10:30am 
 Bible as Literature, 12:30pm 

 
January 29 
 Alliance, 12pm 

 
February 1 
 Family Fun Night  

 

Work on Star Island This Summer 
 
Star Island, the UU conference center located in the Isles of Shoals off Portsmouth NH, is now taking applica-
tions for summer employment. Each summer the island is staffed by college age workers known as Pelicans - a 
tradition that has gone on for almost 100 years. Kitchen, wait staff, and housekeeping positions are available, as 
well as positions requiring strong customer service and cash handling skills. Residency on Star Island is required 
6 days per week. The general employment period is mid-June through late-August with earlier or later dates avail-
able, too. 
 
Working on Star Island can be extremely rewarding. Indeed, many lives have been positively influenced, and 
even careers determined, by spending a summer working on Star Island. But being a Pelican is more than just 
getting a job on Star Island for the summer – it is about joining a community of interesting, talented, and hard 
working individuals. The powerful Pelican community that arises each summer is an outgrowth of common 
goals, hard work, and mutual support. 
 
Seeking a job on Star means you are willing to commit to working hard and to contributing to the Pelican com-
munity and experience. In return, you will be presented with a unique opportunity and one that could be of life-
time importance to you. Applications accepted through January 21st. 
 
For more information go to http://starisland.org/working or contact George or Ellen Brandenburg, whose chil-
dren Peter and Anna both were Pelicans during their college years and beyond. For first hand information talk 
with Jennifer Barz-Snell, who also served as a Pelican. 
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Around the Parish 
The First Church would like to thank Barry Fortin (father of 
Leah and Hannah) for "fulfilling" the role of a certain jolly, old elf 
at this year's Christmas Party.  Barry had actually performed this 
role many years ago here, so it was great to have him back.  He's 
only gotten better with age! 
 
Jesse Jaeger has taken up new office space in the basement of 
the First Church.  Jesse is the Executive Director of UU Mass 
Action and is delighted to now use the First Church for the or-
ganization's headquarters.  You can check out their work to or-
ganize UU churches all over the state like ours online at 
www.uumassaction.org.  Welcome Jesse! 
 
Peter A. Copelas and his children win the most exotic Christmas 
Eve Venue Award this year.  They were in Athens, Greece for 
Christmas and attended an English Lessons and Carols service 
amidst a large gathering of UK expatriates. 
 
Peter Copelas, Jr. (Peter A.'s father) continues to recover slowly 
after injuring his hip.  He remains very happy to be home, though 
he apparently does miss the food in the hospital - or not! 
 
The following folks were readers on Christmas Eve and did a 
great job: Tommy Leon, Seth Mascolo, Alicia Diozzi, Han-
nah Schultz, Justin Granniss and Chris Granniss. 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
New Year’s Day  

2 
 

3 
 

4 5 
 

6 Epiphany Sunday 
-  Sunday Service10:30am 
 
  

7 8  
- Alliance, 12pm  
- RE Committee, 7pm 

9 
 
 

10 
- Standing Committee, 
7:15pm 

11 12 
 

13  
- Stewardship, 9:15am 
- Sunday Service10:30am   
- RE Theatre Auditions, 12:15pm 

14 
- RE Theatre 
Auditions, 7pm 

15 
- Alliance, 12pm  

16 17 18 
 

19 

20 MLK, Jr Sunday 
-  Sunday Service10:30am   
 
 

21 22 
- Alliance, 12pm  

23 
- Salem Pantry Bag-
ging, 5pm  

24 
 

25 
 

26 
- Salem Pantry Distri-
bution, 9am  
- Lifebridge, 4:45pm 

27 
- MPIC, 9:15am 
-  Sunday Service10:30am   
- Bible as Literature, 12:30pm  

28 29 
- Alliance, 12pm  

30 31 Feb. 1 
- RE Family Fun 
Night 

 
Services begin at 10:30am  

 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 3  

John Wathne conducted a rather clever and amusing load test on 
our rear, outdoor fire escape.  On Christmas Sunday after church, 
as everyone was 
having their Milk 
Punch (ahem), he 
invited 15 church 
members to go 
outside and stand 
on the steel struc-
ture.  Fortunately it 
passed the test! 
 
Speaking of John, 
did you know that 
his wife is Deb-
orah Greel, who is 
the Executive Di-
rector of the Mar-
blehead Arts Asso-
ciation located in the historic Hooper Lee Mansion in the Old 
Town?  Her work can be found here: www.marbleheadarts.org. 
 
Did you know that the church rented out Willson Hall, our base-
ment social hall, to –not one –but two outside groups for holiday 
performances?  Both The Striving Artists Theater Company 
and Salem Academy Players rented our downstairs stage during 
the month of December. 
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From the Capital Campaign  
 
There are some successes of the renovation that are easy to see such as the marvelously restored Barnard and 
Cleveland rooms and the new grand entrance which were beautifully decked out for Christmas. What you might 
also be noticing is how much more vibrancy there is in the church as more and more community groups are using 
our spaces. 
 
One look at the church calendar is enough to see how busy we are quickly becoming. On a recent Tuesday there 
were meetings happening in just about every room. Perhaps you were here for the Evening of Victorian Delights 
put on by the Dickens North of Boston group or for the Boston Boys Choir? As director of Salem Academy Play-
ers I can tell you Wilson Hall worked out wonderfully for our 50 students aged 12 to 19 to put on a show. Without 
a theater of our own we have moved around year to year and were delighted with our welcome here and how the 
space fit our needs. 
 
Greg Luzitano, director of the Striving Artists Theater Company, agreed saying, “First Church has been really wel-
coming,” and that “it’s a cool little space.” He said they wouldn’t still be doing the Christmas show if it wasn’t for 
how accommodating the church has been. Both he and I agree that this is a great place for artistic groups that 
don’t have a lot of resources. This increased availability of the building as an asset to our community was one of 
the many aims of the capital improvement project. 
 
We are one year into a capital campaign that is three years long. For those of you who have already met with mem-
bers of the capital campaign and made a pledge, we thank you for helping make all this possible. Please consider 
making a pledge if you haven’t. We would also like you to help us celebrate the Capital Campaign’s first year suc-
cesses so mark your calendar for the Fire and Ice event on Saturday March 9th! 
 
Denise Granniss on behalf of the Capital Campaign committee 

From the Music Director  
 

Now that we have finally survived the euphoria of Christmas and the new year is upon us, I guess life can go on and First 
Church can resume its not so routine schedule of events. For me, the most memorable moment was this first time our choir 
sang the Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols service from the gallery of our meeting house to relish the splendor of our newly 
refurbished surroundings. That was closely followed by a rousing round of applause at the end of the service when the choir 
finished Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus.  What a memorable evening that was and wasn’t the choir great? 
 
That service quickly followed another memorable event, Christmas Sunday at First Church and the children’s annual Christ-
mas pageant, although annual isn’t quite the right word. Every year it is quite an ‘original’ event.  
 
How far we have come in these last shall we say 24 months (although it does seem longer). But so much has been accom-
plished and it’s now even hard to remember what things were like before-the-addition. Don’t you all agree? Now we enter a 
new phase and things will certainly be different with Jeff away on sabbatical for the next few months. Thinking positively, 
however, every Sunday will be a new experience with a guest preacher and so many of us involved in putting together a 
weekly and very meaningful service. 
 
Most of all, let us not forget to what extent our current generation has contributed to the history of first church and how we 
will be remembered as innovators much the  way we refer today to the 1880’s and the 1920’s visionary membership. It seems 
that now the financial burdens often overshadow all the creative developments we’ve accomplished but, as the saying goes 
“this too will pass”. 
 
See you in our beautiful church. 
Paul Madore 
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From Religious Education  
We are so very proud of our fabulously talented First Church Religious Education Players! Our talented children and youth 
really shone in this year’s rendition of the Christmas Pageant. Our students are both funny and sweet and the pageant here at 
First Church has truly emerged as a unique and treasured tradition.  Thanks to Max Burbank for the all the work he puts into 
this event. We truly appreciate him!  
 

Our Christmas party was fun for all, even Santa had a blast!  We are blessed with excellent volunteers, friends, and parents 
who care very much about this community and pitch in to make our big events successful. Our heartfelt thanks go out to all 
the adults who come together to make this large event possible. A special thanks to our students for sharing the wonder and 
joy of the holiday with all of us. 
 

Religious Education at the First Church is ready to jump into 2013. With so many of our talented students interested in thea-
ter and our legacy of fabulous productions (many thanks to Max Burbank), we have long entertained the notion of bringing a 
stage production to our students. We are thrilled to announce that 2013 is the year! Starting this month Religious Education 
at the First Church will debut the First Church Theater Co! Denise Granniss will direct The Very Persistant Gappers of Frip here 
at the First Church.  Auditions will be held on Sunday, January13th at 12:15pm and Monday January 14th at 7:00pm here 
at First Church. The performances are scheduled for March 7th and 8th in Willson Hall.  Please see the box for a full descrip-
tion of The Very Persistent Gappers of Frip.  
 

In January our Middle School students will be learning about local homeless youth and young adults in a two week program 
with Sue Kirby from Promise the Children and with guest speakers from Journeys of Hope. They will then be learning to 
document their religious explorations experiences with flip video canmeras.  Our Navigators Class (4th and 5th grade) will 
continue their study of immigration by learning a bit about African culture. The Explorers class (2nd and 3rd) is continuing 
their journey through our UU principles.  First Steps (K -1st) are learning about being a friend.  
 

Please mark Friday February 1st on your calendars for our annual Winter Family Fun Night, and don’t forget Chocolate Sun-
day is February 10th! 
 
Blessings in the New Year, 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 
 

The Very Persistent Gappers of Frip is an awesome over-
the top- farcical comedy and social satire based on 
the children’s book by George Sanders. When Capa-
ble’s goats are infested by gappers (small orange ma-
rine creatures about the size of tennis balls) she turns 
to her community for help. The resulting story shows 
us that sometimes it takes a village to make a self-
made man. This will be a full production with sets, 
costumes, make-up props and we are looking for 
young people who are interested in being both on 
stage and behind the scenes. We hope to find a part 
for everyone who auditions and welcome young peo-
ple from grade 2 on up to college. Full cast rehearsals 
will occur every Sunday with additional rehearsal time 
for the leads to be determined by their schedules. If 
you are interested in theater and comedy then this is 
the show for you! 
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First Session: Sunday, January 27, 12:30pm. Cleveland Room following Fellowship.  
First session free and open to all! 
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Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted or contributed to Fellowship in December: 

Tiffany Magnolia, The Granniss Family, Mary Krigbaum, The Bassett Family, Lynn Donovan, Elizabeth Scultz, Deb Jackson, Alicia 
Diozzi, Joan & Richard Hannah and The Christmas Community Fellowship.  
Go to the link below or email Alicia Diozzi at msdiozzi@yahoo.com to sign up online. With the new online sign up system you 
can check Fellowship info from any computer, receive an automatic reminder, see all open dates, etc.  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B45ACAC23A13-coffee  
If you wish you can always see any Fellowship Committee member at coffee hour or email Alicia at msdiozzi@yahoo.com to 
arrange hosting or we'll add you to the list.  

Lifebridge 
On December 22nd, First Church volunteers prepared and served dinner at Lifebridge, Salem's homeless shelter.  Our 
wonderful volunteers for the December dinner were:   
Duncan Cox, Susan Engelke, Russell Lane, Richard L'heureux, Paul and Sara Massari, Pete Nugent, Hobby Sides,  
Lynn Taggart, Ron Taggart and Paul, Mae, and Anna Vitcica 
The next Lifebridge dinner will take place on Saturday, January 26. If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner 
please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the services or contact Duncan Cox at coxes3@verizon.net. 

Flowers and Decorating 
Thank you to everyone who donated and provided flowers 
for the Meeting House during the month of December. And a 
big thank you to our volunteers who helped to decorated the 
Meeting House and Cleveland and Barnard Rooms for the 
Holiday Season. The fantastic effort was led by Sandra Biondo 
and included the work of Misha and Shiela Ellasziw, Charlene 
Long, Rich Biondo, Sandy Riggs, Stephen Sawtell, Melanie Hiris, 
Paul Madore, Chris Finn, Jesse Jaeger, Ellen Brandenburg, Joan 
Hannah and Mimi Ballou.  
 
Flowers for Christmas were given by Priscilla & Scott Christen, 
Joyce & Leland Hovey, William Henning & Thomas MacDonald, 
Jamie Tanch, Ann Marvin and Joan & Richard Hannah.  
 
Going into the next year everyone will once again have the 
opportunity to either provide flowers or have an arrangement 
ordered for $45 each Sunday. You may sign up in the Barnard 
Room or contact Catherine in the church office at 
978.744.1551 or via email at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com. 
Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

[At right: Rich Biondo & Chris Finn hang the star in the 
Meeting House.] 
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S A V E   T H E   D A T E 
Members, friends and 
neighbors are asked to 
save the evening of  

Saturday, March 9th 2013.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

A Fire & Ice Gala celebration 
is planned to welcome our 

growing community and sup‐
port our renovations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for details and  
your invitation in  
the New Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


