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Minister’s Musings 
Over the years I have developed something of an unusual skill for someone in my chosen profes-
sion: children’s moments.  I know this sounds odd, but not all UU ministers like to create and 
offer a time for kids during the weekly service.  In my case, I probably have done more children’s 
moments than sermons here in Salem, in part because even when I have hosted a minister to 
guest preach they have more often than not demurred when it came to “doing a time with the 
kids.”  Sometimes you can see the fear and anxiety literally well up in their eyes when the ques-
tion is raised.  While I understand that we all bring various gifts to the ministry, I find the chal-
lenge and opportunity of leading a time with children to be engaging and even, quite often, fun.  
Over the years, I have discovered that when people remind me of something I said during a ser-
vice, close to half the time it was from a children’s moment.   
 

When I arrived in Salem, I was asked to do a weekly moment with the children during the ser-
vice or make arrangements for someone else to do it.  When it proved almost futile to recruit 
others, I began intentionally writing and doing them myself.  Over the years I learned that one 
does not need an extensive script – on the contrary!  And I almost never, ever, pull out a picture 
book and simply read it.  Rather, I tell stories, or do silly actions, or ask the kids questions.  I 
have done everything from sing and dance to lead the group in push-ups to utilizing countless 
objects and props to prompt a question or make a point.  For the most part they have been 
pretty good.  I had my good days and my bad days – no one “bats 1000” – but for the most part I 
find that I have been fairly effective in engaging our children on a regular basis on the meaning 
of faith, community and what it means to be a good person here in the 21st century, all while 
sometimes being amusing and entertaining.   
 

This congregation has a long history of valuing and nurturing childhood.  The woman who intro-
duced the kindergarten system to the United States, Elizabeth Palmer Peabody (1804-1894), 
grew up in this congregation during the early 19th century.  We have one of the longest running 
nursery school programs in the state, still going strong in the form of the Henny Penny Nursery 
School.  Over the last 20 years I have tried to take that legacy seriously as we built and devel-
oped our own Sunday morning programs for children, something that is easier said than done in 
this day and age.  Part of this was having something real and authentic for the children during 
our regular service each week.  As a result of all those children’s moments, I developed a con-
nection with a whole generation of kids who have come through this place.   
 

I know that in the months to come there will be new leadership taking over and new ways of 
“walking together,” and much of that is a welcome development.  Go easy on future leaders 
who are not huge fans of children’s moments.  They will have other gifts to offer.  Consider the 
ways that various talented members of this congregation can help with the time for children.  
Sharing the responsibility and collaborating with others can be a lot of fun and makes a differ-
ence for the little ones in our midst.  In the end, I have learned that people will often forget 
what we tell them but they will often remember how we made them feel.   
 

We have an active month of June ahead of us, with picnics, RE Sunday services, a book release 
party on the Great Salem Fire, and my Annual Question Box Sermon.  I hope to see you some 
time this month.  See you in church, 
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The greatness of a 
community is most 
accurately measured 
by the compassionate 
actions of its  
members.  
 
CORETTA SCOTT KING 
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June Schedule of Events 
 
Sat, June 2 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sun, June 3: Annual Picnic 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
Annual Picnic to follow 
 
Fri, June 8 
6pm Henny Penny Celebration 
 
Sun, June 10: RE Sunday and Bridging 
9am Youth Brunch 
10:30am Service  
 
Tue, June 12 
12pm Lunch with Pastor, Brown Bag 
 
Wed, June 13 
7:15pm Standing Committee  
 
Sun, June 17: Father’s Day 
10:30am Service  
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
 
Wed, June 20 
UUA General Assembly Begins 
 
Sat, June 23 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
12pm North Shore Pride Parade 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
 
Sun, June 24 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
10:30am Annual Question Box Sermon 
12pm Farewell Celebration for Rev. Barz-Snell 
 
Tue, June 26 
5:30pm Salem on Fire Book Launch Party  
 
Thu, June 28 

4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 
Sat, June 30 

9:30am Salem Pantry Distribution 
 

Around the Parish 
Jenny Krigbaum will be graduating from Beverly High School in 
the next few weeks.  She plans to attend American University, in 
Washington, DC in the fall.  After taking a gap year, Jacob Barz-
Snell plans to attend Sarah Lawrence College in Bronksville, NY 
in September.   Aiden Keenan was planning on attending North-
eastern but then  had a change of plans.  Harvard University 
offered him a spot in their fall matriculating class.   
 
Jeff Barz-Snell announced his resignation as the Minister of the 
First Church at the April 29 service.  He will have served this con-
gregation for 20 years this September and is the second longest 
serving minister in the last 100 years.  While he was not actively 
looking to make a change this last year, he was contacted by 
another congregation and invited to apply for their Senior Minis-
ter’s position.  After an active and busy candidating week, Jeff 
was called as the next Minister of the First Parish Church in Wes-
ton, MA by a unanimous vote of the congregation.  His last ser-
vice here in Salem will be June 24.  This is a bittersweet moment 
for Jeff and his family.  They love the North Shore and this con-
gregation very much.  
 
Former CIA Agent, John 
Kiriakou spoke at the First 
Church on May 18 as part 
of our ongoing Resistance 
Speaker Series.  John held 
forth for over on hour, re-
galing the 80 or so folks in 
attendance with stories 
from his time as a CIA agent 
in Pakistan and Afghani-
stan.  He also spoke about 
his experience of being a 
“whistle blower” for the 
CIA torture program under 
the Bush Administration 
and the price that he paid 
for that decision.  The talk 
was recorded and is cur-
rently being shown on SATV for the next few months.   
 
Did you know that Citizens Climate Lobby and Salem Alliance 
for the Environment were among the local groups that co-
sponsored a Climate Legislation Forum in Beverly on May 23.  
100 + people attended this program at Beverly High School in-
cluding several Salem City Councilors, Jeff Barz-Snell, Jim Ogni-
bene and several church members and friends.  Massachusetts 
is poised to take the lead again in protecting our climate and 
preparing for a warmer world by regulating the use of fossil fuels 
via a carbon fee.  Take at look at www.salemsafe.org 
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J U N E  2 0 1 8  
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 
 

2  
9am Choir Rehearsal 

3 Annual Picnic 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
Annual Picnic follows 
service 

4  
 

5  
 

6  7  
 

8  
6pm Henny Penny 
Celebration 

9  
 

10 RE Sunday 
9am Youth Brunch  
10:30am Service 

11  
 

12  
12pm Lunch with 
the Pastor 

13  
7:15pm Standing Com-
mittee  
 

14  
 

15  
 

 
 

16  
 

17 Father’s Day 
10:30am Service 
4:45pm Lifebridge  

18  
 

19  
 

20  
UUA General Assembly 
Begins 

21 
 

22  
 

23 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
12pm North Shore 
Pride Parade 
4:45pm Lifebridge  

24  
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Annual Ques-
tion Box Sermon. Final 
Sunday before July 
Break. 
12pm Celebration for 
Rev. Barz-Snell 
 

25  
 

26 
5:30pm Salem on 
Fire Book Launch 
Party  
 

27 
 

28 
4pm Salem 
Pantry Bagging 

29 
 

30  
9:30am Salem Pan-
try Distribution 
 

Pledge Card Reminder 
Don’t forgot to return your pledge card for the upcoming church year! There is an enve-
lope outside the administrator's office or you may give it to Sally Millice, Joe Bayne or an 
usher at church on Sundays. You can also drop your pledge card in the mail. Thank you for 
supporting our church. 

North Shore Pride Parade 
Saturday, June 23, Parade begins at 12pm 
Come out and march with the First Church at the 7th annual North Shore 
Pride Parade and Festival. The Parade kicks off at noon with a new expand-
ed route starting at Shetland Park this year and ending on Salem Common 
for the festival.  Link to sign to march is on the website! 
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Pulpit Editorial: Sunday, May 6, 2018 By Nicole McLaughlin 
 
WE COVENANT, with the Lord and ONE WITH ANOTHER TO BIND OURSELVES, in the presence of God  

TO WALK TOGETHER, in all Her ways according as She is pleased to REVEAL HERSELF TO US In her blessed word of truth. 

I’ve been saying this covenant week after week for about 15 years. 

Sometimes, when you say something so often, it can lose its power.  It becomes rote. So it has been for me with the 
covenant every now and then. 

Recently, I’ve been thinking about the covenant a lot.  This started a few weeks ago, when I was asked to do a pulpit 
editorial about giving.  Not surprisingly, it arose in the context of church budgeting for next year. Will church members 
pledge enough that we can pay our minister and staff a living wage? Will we have enough to heat the building? Can we 
afford supplies for religious education?  Each year, a new group of volunteers that WE elect, from among US, has the 
hard task of answering those questions. And of asking you for financial support. 

So, what does this all have to do with the covenant? What does it mean that we bind ourselves to walk together? 

I suppose the mere act of stating the covenant is a sort of vow, and so we’ve bound ourselves through words.  But I 
would submit to you that what really binds us together is the gifts we give AND receive from one another, over and 
over.   

Giving is not a solitary act.  Indeed, you have to wonder, in the absence of a recipient, has a gift actually been given? 
Think about Jeff’s words each week.  “The morning offering, for the collective ministry that is this church, will now be 
given and received.” 

So when we give to the First Church, who is the recipient?  While we often use shorthand to call it a gift to the Church, 
this can make it seem like we are giving to an entity. Maybe even like the gift isn’t really a gift, but a transaction.  Like 
buying something. 

But the First Church is not an entity.  As Reverend Jeff repeatedly reminds us, the church is us. 

We, all of us who covenant, we are the church.  When you give a gift of time, or financial resources, or kindness, the 
recipient is the person sitting next to you, in front of you, behind you.  The recipient is the child running up the aisle for 
the children’s moment, or serving you a brownie Sunday.  And, the recipient is you, the giver. 

We bind ourselves not through something burdensome, or some insistence on a particular set of beliefs.  Rather, we 
bind ourselves through acts of giving and receiving.  That’s the glue. 

That glue makes us strong. It enables us to walk together.   

________________________________________ 

So that’s what I was thinking two weeks ago. 

Then came last Sunday, when Jeff told us he’d be moving on to a new chapter in his life, at a new church. 

My thoughts about what to say today abruptly shifted.  It wasn’t about the budget anymore. 

And yet, I found myself right back at the covenant. 

 WE COVENANT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

 WE BIND OURSELVES  

 TO WALK TOGETHER 

____________________________ 

The strength of our collective covenant, and of the glue that binds us, is challenged most at times of transition.  Change 
can be unsettling. For some people, this is nothing short of frightening. Others thrive in this space. 

It’s at this time that that our COLLECTIVE MINISTRY --- there are Jeff’s wise words again --- is profoundly important.  
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That giving and receiving.  That glue that we strengthen with every smile exchanged, every kind word spoken, every vol-
unteer hour given and every financial gift made. 

That glue helps us walk together.    It both draws on and fortifies our collective strength, wisdom, courage and compas-
sion.  We walk together. 

__________________________ 

And there’s another part to the covenant.  “According as she is pleased to reveal herself unto us.” What does that mean? 

I suppose it means different things to different people, but here’s an example of my experience with it. 

Several years ago, before the big construction project, I was chair of the Standing Committee. We were grappling with 
some difficult questions.  Should we do the project? Could we finance it? Did we have the space for both the nursery 
school and the RE program, or should we close the nursery school? Should we add an elevator given the extraordinary 
financial cost? 

These discussions were hard.  People were uncertain. People were worried.  But after deeply reflective conversation, we 
decided to keep the nursery school and we decided the elevator was important. And at an Annual Meeting like the one 
we’ll be having later today, the members of this Church voted to move ahead. Together. 

When we started, I didn’t feel strongly about the elevator. I understood intellectually why it was important, but I wasn’t 
a vociferous advocate. 

Over time, that changed. The elevator became, for me, an important symbol of our covenant. Of our commitment to 
walk together. 

My family and I gave a lot to that project. The biggest financial gift we’d ever given. A huge amount of time and energy. 
But of course, through it all, we were receiving the gift of this community. 

During the construction, we’d held services in our sister church, the First Universalist Church.  After the project, during 
our first fellowship hour, I was standing with Jeff in the Cleveland Room. Looking down into the Barnard Room, I saw 
somebody coming toward us in a motorized wheelchair, wearing a big grin.  I don’t remember if it was a man or a wom-
an, and I don’t remember what they said to Jeff other than it was something like, I wanted to come and see. 

ACCORDING AS SHE IS PLEASED TO REVEAL HERSELF UNTO US 

We are entering a time of transition.  A time to celebrate the extraordinary gifts Jeff and his family have given us over the 
past 20 years.  And a time to look ahead. 

 As we heard from the reading this morning, “No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.” 

Thank you, Jeff, for lighting our lamp, and putting it on the lampstand, where it can give light to all of us.  To the collec-
tive us that is this Church.  

This will be a heightened time of giving to and receiving from one another.  Of laying down more of the glue that binds 
us. 

We will need gifts of wisdom and reflection. Gifts of leadership, and patience.  Gifts of time, and yes, gifts of money. 

We need each other.  If you’ve ever thought about joining a committee, now is the time. 

If you’ ever thought about hosting fellowship, now is the time. 

If you’ve ever thought about volunteering in the garden, for Lifebridge, for Family Promise, now is the time. 

If you’ve ever thought about making or increasing your financial pledge, now is the time. 

Please help. Please walk with us. 

Drawing on the strength of our glue, the strength Jeff has helped us build, we will walk together.  We are ready. 

As for the reveal part, your guess is as good as mine.  That’s part of the great mystery. 
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Family Promise Returns  
August 26—September 2 
Our guest families will be arriving on Sunday August 26, 
and will be spending evenings and nights within our 
church until their departure on September 2. We are in 
need of volunteers to act as overnight hosts, dinner 
hosts or donate meals. Sign up here to volunteer! With 
the week falling on a holiday weekend we wanted to 
let everyone know about it now so you can put a note 
in your calendar! If you have questions, and/or wish to 
be added to the Family Promise email list, please con-
tact Jessica.Kane   
jesskane07@gmail.com. 

New Member Biography: Mark Ternullo 
By way of introduction, I'm pursuing my membership at The First Church in order to be part of a spiritual community.  I 
am getting used to thinking of myself as approaching the "sunset years" and am increasingly aware that I want to con-
nect with a like-minded group of people.  I grew up extremely Catholic, having gone through 8 years of Catholic gram-
mar school.  I recall that in 8th grade I was approached by a group of priests who attempted to encourage me to be 
part of a seminary in Maine. I was flattered, but knew instinctively that the religious life was not for me. At the time the 
vow was "poverty, chastity, and obedience". I might have been successful with one out of three and I won't reveal 
which one. 
 
The Catholic Church frustrated me and I stayed away from the inside of a church till the 1990's when I discovered the 
Joys of UU. I was involved in the Universalist Society in Salem for several years.  I was a member of the Board and Chair 
of the Committee on Ministry.  When our beloved Pastor Marta Flannagan left it was my job to lead the congregation 
to find an interim minister. It was an extremely difficult task because there was no easy way to replace a beloved minis-
ter and please everyone who mourned the loss.  Eventually I moved to the North Shore UU congregation during the 
final year of another beloved minister.  One might say that I got used to saying goodbye, but, as we all will experience, 
it's never easy. It took me several years to find myself another religious community. 
 
Currently, I live alone in Danvers with an ornery black cat. I'm a clinical psychologist working at a group practice in And-
over. My passion is music and I'm pleased to be part of the First Church choir. I sincerely hope that I can be a helpful 
part of a community in transition. 

Prayers, Concerns and Mindfulness 

Check out the First Church Prayer and Devotional Table 
(under the balcony in the back of the Meetinghouse) 
before and during the service.  We use this table each 
week as way to connect with one another.   
 
Also, stop by our Mindfulness Table in the Cleveland 
Room (near the piano) during Fellowship Hour.  There 
you will find a variety of books and resources on ways 
to cultivate gratitude and being in the present moment   

http://signup.com/go/kQVeigC
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Views From the Garden 
As we settled on sun-tolerant hostas to complement the junipers and dwarf red twig dogwoods in the front berms, we 

found a wonderful grower not so far away in South Hampton, NH.  With over 800 gorgeously healthy cultivars and ex-

pert recommendations for our particular conditions, we chose four different varieties – “Bedazzled”, “Epiphany”, “Irish 

Luck”, and “Vulcan”.  With the help of Jan Eschauzier, Chris Finn, Mike Giauque, Cathy Gupta, and Andy Schultz, all 54 

hostas were planted in the space of a tiring but rewarding morning.  We had such a great experience with New Hamp-

shire Hostas that we hope you will visit their website https://www.nhhostas.com/ or make the trip to see how diverse 

one species can be.  And if you have a shade garden, then we need say no more; they have companion plants, too.     

You may notice a slightly madcap array of stakes and ribbons cordoning off the lower garden beds.  Little feet were 

trampling tender emerging plants, so the assortment of waving ribbons seemed the best way to gently remind parents 

and children to help care for our little plot of land.   

The breakneck pace of spring has had us weeding, mulching, staking, and transplanting ever since the weather finally 

broke.  Suddenly it’s time to plant the entrance containers for summer!  The various tasks of the always changing sea-

sons remind of us to be grateful for the beauty of the gardens and the friendships we make there.  If you are interested 

in helping over the summer with watering and deadheading tasks, or if you want to try to attend one of our pop-up 

work sessions, please let us know and we will add your name to our email list.   

Your Garden Committee Co-Chairs,  

Jan Eschauzier, Mary Collari, Brenda Marean, and Lynn Taggart  

Religious Education 
June 10 is Religious Education Sunday and Bridging. This is the day we 

celebrate each child’s accomplishments for the past year. Each child, 

no matter how small or new to our congregation, will get a book and 

a geranium, as has been the tradition here at First Church for very many years. Be sure to be here with your family for 

this wonderful celebration of our children. 

We will also be recognizing the graduation or “Bridging” of eight of our High School seniors.  Congratulations to Luce 

Brandt, Jacob Pini, Cordelia Burbank, Jake Diozzi, Jason Hedstrom, Leah Morgenstern, Jennie Krigbaum and Aidan Kee-

nan and to their very proud families! We wish them success and love on their journeys. 

This will also be Reverend Jeff’s last RE Sunday and Bridging with us. Jeff will be missed in many ways by all of us at 

First Church, including our children.  Among Jeff’s many talents is his gift of story. We have been blessed with his 

unique and original Children’s Moments for the past 19 years. With humor and grace Jeff has deftly woven important 

concepts, current events, and Unitarian Universalist values into funny, thoughtful, and engaging Children’s moments. 

Through his weekly storytelling Jeff has demonstrated to the youngest members of our congregation that they are tru-

ly valued and deeply loved.  On behalf of the children I would like to thank Reverend Jeff for his beautiful Children’s 

Moments, which made us all feel welcomed and important, for his influence on our growing faith, which we will all car-

ry with us, and especially for the love and care he has so generously shared with all of us on Sunday mornings and be-

yond. Reverend Jeff, we wish you continued love and faith in your journey and we will miss you!  

 

Happy Spring! 
Deb DiGiulio 



The Herald, June 2018 

In Memoriam: Josie Peabody 
 
Joanna Nichols Peabody, 90, died peacefully at home in Auburn, 
NH on April 21, 2018.  
 
She was born in New York City on October 31, 1927, to Edwin 
Pemberton Taylor, Jr., and Elizabeth Williams (Nichols) Taylor. 
She was the beloved wife of the late Berkley Peabody; beloved 
mother of five children: Sarah Turnbaugh of Wakefield, RI, the 
late Moses Peabody of Auburn, NH, Samuel Peabody of Peabody, 
MA, Persis Robbins of Haverhill, MA, and Mary Richards of Read-
ing, MA; grandmother of five: Harry Robbins III, Joanna Robbins, 
Nancy Killam, Laura Richards, and Ellen Richards; and proud great
-grandmother of Owen Killam and Benjamin Robbins; also sur-
vived by her sister Susan Taylor of Urbana, IL, whom she taught 
to read and play the piano; and by nieces, nephews, and cousins 
She was predeceased by five siblings: Anna Slocum Tracy, Edwin 
Pemberton Taylor, III, Olivia Brewster Travis, twin brother Benja-
min Nichols Taylor, and John Williams Taylor. 
 
"Josie" graduated with honors from West Side School in Cold 
Spring Harbor, NY. She attended the University of Vermont, 
Hunter College, and Ambler School of Horticulture (now part of Temple University). She brought innovative 
farming approaches home from Ambler and from Malabar Farm (Ohio) to Homestead Farm. Throughout her 
life, she grew fresh fruit and vegetables and beautiful flowers, with something always in bloom. Her family 
fondly remembers her Concord grape jam (from the grapevine she planted at Federal Court) and the ginger-
snaps made from scratch but different every time. In recent years, Joanna knitted hundreds of scarves donat-
ed to New England charities. 
 
She retired from the Town of Marblehead, where she worked at the Mary Alley Hospital and then Abbott 
Hall, where her desk sat under the Spirit of Seventy-Six. 
 
She was a direct descendant of Samuel Skelton, first minister of the First Church in Salem, MA, which she 
learned of after moving to Salem with her family in the 1950s; Salem sea captains John White, Ichabod Nich-
ols, and Jerathmeel Peirce; and Salem "witch" Susannah Martin. Joanna loved cats and always had her black 
cat Shadow by her side. 
 
Burial is being managed by Peabody Funeral Homes of Derry, NH. Services will be private. A celebration of 
Joanna's life will be held at a later date. Contributions in Joanna's memory may be made to the Auburn (NH) 
Historical Association..  
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In Memoriam: Betty Nichols 
 
Edith Elizabeth Nichols, better known as Betty, died peace-
fully after a sudden illness on May 17, 2018 at the age of 94. 
Betty was born, raised and lived her entire life in Salem, 
Massachusetts. She was a direct descendant of Salem’s 
founder, Roger Conant, as well as John Proctor, a farmer and 
tavern owner, accused and hanged for being a witch in 1692. 
Betty was the daughter of Edith Emelia (Anderson) and Le-
land Nichols. She was predeceased by her older sister, Hilda 
Nichols many years ago. 
 
Betty graduated from Salem High School in 1941 and went 
on to pursue her passion painting and photography at the 
Salem Commercial School where she also became proficient 
as an accounting clerk. Betty came of age at a time when 
downtown Salem was a bustling retail hub with many de-
partment stores, specialty shops and independent drug-
stores. Prior to finishing school, she went to work at Kresge’s 
Five and Ten and later went on to work at Le Favor’s Music 
Store. Betty enjoyed the socialization of the busy downtown 
community where she met many lifelong friends. Betty 
eventually went to work at the Holyoke Insurance Company where she spent many years working in the ac-
counting department. 
 
During her life, Betty loved to travel, especially to Sweden, to visit her many maternal relatives. She also en-
joyed square dancing, presenting entertaining slide shows of her travels to interesting places and cross coun-
try skiing. Later in life, Betty crocheted winter hats, scarves and lap throws for those less fortunate than her-
self. At the time of her death, Betty was knitting a scarf for the next winter season. 
 
Betty was an independent and private person who inculcated a Christian ethic of her own and who spent 
many hours volunteering first with the former Crombie Church and later with the First Church in Salem. Betty 
was a kind person in her quiet and unobtrusive way. She will be sadly missed by her many cousins from the 
Nichols-Arlander family. 
 
Burial will be private at the Greenlawn Cemetery in Salem. A memorial service to honor and remember the 
life of Betty Nichols will be held at the First Church in Salem, to be announced at a later date.  Arrangements 
are being held by Murphy Funeral Home, 85 Federal St. (corner of North St.) Salem, MA 01970.  For additional 
information or online guestbook please visit www.MurphyFuneralHome.com or call 978-744-0497. 
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  

The Box Beckons 
Sunday, June 24 
The 2018 Question Box Sermon will 
be on Sunday, June 24.  The question 
Box will be out and receiving ques-
tions and comments over the next 
three weeks.  No question is too big 
or too small…  

RE Sunday and Bridging 
Sunday, June 10 
Join us in our annual celebration of our children and 
their work and journeys over this last year.  Each child 
will receive a book and a flower, a longstanding tradi-
tion here at the 
First Church.  We 
will also recognize 
our high school sen-
iors who are mov-
ing on to the next 
chapter in their 
lives. 

Annual Picnic 
Sunday, June 3 following the service 
Our annual Church Picnic is a special event where 
church friends new and old come together to share a 
meal. We will grill hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie 
burgers.  The rest of the picnic is potluck style, so please 
bring a side item or dessert item to share.  We then get 
to enjoy our beautiful side yard as we eat yummy food 
and visit with our church community.  Rain date: Sun-
day, June 10. 

Father's Day Sunday 
Sunday June 17
Join us in honoring the Fathers of First Church, by 
bringing an Elegant Platter of Finger Sandwiches OR 
Miniature Desserts to share. Let us show our Fathers 
how much we appreciate them today & every day, by 
going the extra step with our creativity, to sweep them 
off their feet. Any questions please contact Indra 
Milowe at ipmilowe@gmail.com

Help Wanted!  
The Standing Committee is looking for a volunteer to 
take minutes at our monthly meeting. This is a 3 hour 
commitment one evening per month and approximate-
ly another hour to prepare notes into needed format.  A 
template for notes will be provided.  Please contact 
Claire Donaldson if interested. 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, June 17 & Sat, June 23 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge Service Committee is seeking a new co-chair to work with Amanda 
Roeder in the coordination of monthly meals. Responsibilities include recruitment of volunteers to shop for and 
prepare the meal on the fourth Saturday of each month, September through June. There is already a large team 
of volunteers, many with years of experience, and new members joining all the time, so usually recruiting a team 
is fairly simple and straightforward. We use Signup Genius, Facebook, and paper sign-ups at the church. Occasion-
ally, when sign-ups are slow, co-chairs will reach out to potential volunteers via email or phone call to fill spots. 
It is not a requirement for the co-chair to be present at every monthly meal. It is helpful to have some experience 
in the Lifebridge kitchen, but this is not absolutely necessary. Strong organization and people skills are a plus. 
Amanda Roeder will work alongside the new chair for the first few months as they learn the ropes of team leader-
ship. 
Interested candidates should email Amanda at roedermusic@gmail.com 
 

The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on the third Sunday and the fourth Sat-
urday of every month. There are THREE ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in 
the Barnard Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Facebook page, or send an email to Amanda 
(roedermusic@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
 

Thank you to the following people for volunteering during May: Holly Chase, Alan Hanscom, Wendy Reilly Harris, 
Richard L’Heureux, Sarah Jacobson, Mary Krigbaum (shopper), Maul Marquis and Doreen Beauregard, Paul and 
Sara Massari (shoppers), Christiana Plum and son Zach, Amanda Roeder, Maria Voss and daughters Lena and Elisa, 
Lloyd and Stacia Woodcock, and Moses Lonegan.  

Fellowship Committee 
Thank you for the following hosts in April and May: Judy Kearney, Marlene Warner and Family, Tammy Bean, Joan 
Hannah, Christiane Hansen-Mitev. 
 

Hosts Needed for June 10th only!  Last chance to host Fellowship this year.  
Father's Day Community Celebration on: Sunday June 17th 2018. Father's Day Community 
Celebration with Finger Sandwiches & Minature Desserts. Join us in honoring the Fathers of 
First Church, by bringing an Elegant Platter of Finger Sandwiches OR Minature Desserts to 
share. Let us show our Fathers how much we appreciate them today & every day, by going 
the extra step with our creativity, to sweep them off their feet. Any questions please con-
tact Indra Milowe at ipmilowe@gmail.com 
 

Donna Fritz will be stepping down as Fellowship Committee Chair  of July 1.  We are looking for someone who is 
willing to make announcements, work with the secretary to keep the Sign Up Genius updated, and encourage 
members to sign up to host fellowship.  You will also work with the committee members and the Sexton during 
Fellowship to make sure food makes it in and out of the kitchen.  You do not need to attend church every week to 
chair this committee.     Donna is very willing to train or mentor through the year, so prior experience on the com-
mittee is not necessary.  Interested?  Call/text/email Donna for more information.  Dlhayes44@hotmail.com – 978
-828-5673 
 

Thank you! 
The Fellowship Committee,: Donna Fritz (Chair), Chris Finn, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Indra Milowe, and Nancy 
Peluso.  
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