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Minister’s Musings 
Question: What does the opiate epidemic have in common with common sense gun control  
regulation? I will give you a hint – it is the same thing that the loosening of environmental  
regulations has to do with the pull back of the laws governing big banks. It is also the same thing 
that school vouchers have in common with use of herbicides and pesticides in American  
agriculture.   
 

Any guesses?  They all have large companies and their representatives lobbying hard behind the 
scenes, spending lots of money on political donations and marketing to ensure the best possible 
regulatory outcomes for their owners and industries.  In the case of prescription opiates, drug 
companies have in place a 50-state strategy to oppose any common sense regulation of opiate 
based painkillers that might even slightly limit the amount that physicians can prescribe of these 
powerful pain medications.  The result has been a historically unprecedented opiate drug  
epidemic around the country with tens of thousands of people dying each year from overdoses 
and billions of dollars in public resources being spent on additional medical expenses.  In the 
case of gun control, lobbyists for the NRA and firearms manufacturers have quashed any com-
mon sense proposal to regulate or limit who can gain access to semi-automatic assault rifles.  
This is the case despite the fact that over 70% of the American public would like to see some 
regulation of the firearms used in most mass shootings, including things like simply limiting the 
size of the rifles’ magazine clips; i.e. how many bullets they can hold.   
 

Even the tax reform bill that was signed into law at the end of December has all the “markings” 
– in some cases literally – of industry lobbyists advocating for their wealthy clients.  This explains 
how and why our country just gave a massive tax cut to the wealthiest 1% of Americans, while 
increasing the federal debt over the next ten years.  It also explains why Congress gave a huge 
tax cut to millionaires but has no long-term plan in place to fund a critical federal program that 
provides health insurance coverage to poor children.  I know some of those kids personally.  This 
is wrong.   
 

It is clear that we have a broken political system in this country, one where any sense of the 
common good is often being overrun by the interests of the wealthy and well connected.  The 
system by which we fund and finance our campaigns creates this dysfunction and the results are 
unfortunate, sometimes tragic, and at times morally wrong.  While everyone should have the 
right to voice their views on any piece of proposed legislation, we operate in a system where 
wealthy voices matter far more than others.  And this is a problem on both sides of the aisle.  By 
the way, the best piece I have ever seen on this topic is a TED Talk by Professor Lawrence Lessig 
and can be found here, for those of you reading this electronically.   
 

Maybe that is why I am excited for our Wintertime Book Group that begins on Thursday, January 
11.  Daring Democracy is a book about the grass roots movements sprouting up all over the 
country in response to what I described above.  The authors Frances Moore Lappé and Adam 
Eichen hold up examples of groups standing up for our democracy, creating a “canopy of hope” 
in communities all over the United States.  As large as this problem is, the solution lies in the 
American people naming what they are seeing, and then demanding that their elected officials 
respond to them and not their largest campaign donors.  I hope you can join us for some or all of 
the four sessions as we read through this book.  Here’s to the power of community and  
democracy in 2018.   
 

See you in church, 
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“And now we welcome 
the new year, full of 
things that have never 
been.”  
 

- Rainer Maria Rilke  

https://www.ted.com/talks/lawrence_lessig_we_the_people_and_the_republic_we_must_reclaim
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January Schedule of Events 
Wed, January 3 
7pm HR Committee Meeting 
 

Sat, January 6 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, January 7: Epiphany Sunday  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service  
 

Tue, January 9 
12pm Lunch with Pastor 
 

Thu, January 11 
7:30pm Winter Book Group: Daring Democracy 
 

Fri, January 12 
6:30pm New Member Potluck 
 

Sun, January 14 
10:30am Service 
4pm Pint with the Pastor 
 

Wed, January 17  
7:15pm Standing Cmte Meeting 
 

Sat, January 20  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, January 21  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service  
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
 

Thu, January 25 

4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, January 27 

9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, January 28 
10:30am Service 
 
 
 
COMING IN FEBRUARY 
Thursday, Feb. 1, 7:30pm Book Group 
Thursday, Feb. 8, 7:30pm Book Group 
Sunday, Feb 11: Chocolate Sunday 
 4pm-5:30pm, Pint with the Pastor 
Tuesday, Feb 13, 12pm Lunch with the Pastor 
Thursday, Feb. 22, 7:30pm Book Group 
 
 

Around the Parish 
This year’s Christmas Pageant 
on December 17 was very well 
attended.  The pageant is in-
creasingly becoming an event 
that attracts members, friends 
and neighbors from both near 
and far.  For example, Liv and 
David Radue and their family 
were present, driving all the 
way from their new home in 
Fitchburg to be part of the 
festivities.   

It sounds like all is well 
with the Radue family.  
The kids are doing well 
and the family recently  
renovated their 1960’s 
kitchen.  The project was 
even featured on IKEA’s 
website and can be seen 
here:  https://
inspiredkitchende-

sign.com/1930s-kitchen-21st-century/ 

On Sunday, December 3, Tanya Stepasiuk, Jeff Barz-Snell and 
George Milowe all attended the Annual Meeting for the Essex 
County Community Organization (ECCO) at the UU Church in 
Swampscott.  The potluck dinner and meeting was attended by 
approximately 75 people representing over 20 different congre-
gations and organizations here on the North Shore.  The First 
Church received an award that night in conjunction with Immac-
ulate Conception RC Parish here in Salem.  Both congregations 
were recognized for our work on the recent “Yes on One” Sanc-
tuary City Ballot Question, which won in November.   

John Keenan, First Church member and local politician turned 
academic, will be sworn in as the next President of Salem State 
University on Friday, January 19.  Congratulations John!  Our 
best wishes and many blessings as you take the helm as the 
leader of one of Salem’s largest institutions.   

Jamie Tanch and his son Tyler had the good sense and fortune 
to travel south to Florida in December, to attend the away game 
of the New England Patriots, against Miami.  If you have to 
watch the Patriots lose (an infrequent occurrence this year) at 
least you were somewhere warm!   

Speaking of Jaime Tanch, the longtime church deacon retired at 
the end of December, concluding an over 30-year career as an 
electrical engineer.   Congratulations Deacon Tanch!   

Did you know that Matt Kane, husband of Jessica and father of 
Emily and Cam, works for the music streaming service and com-
pany Spotify?  Matt works as a programmer at their main office 

[continued on page 4] 

https://inspiredkitchendesign.com/1930s-kitchen-21st-century/
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J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8  
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       

 1 
 

2  
 

3 
7pm HR Committee 
Meeting  

4  
 

5  
 

6  
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 

  
 

7  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 

8  
 

9  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 

10  
 

11 
7:30pm Book 
Group 

12  
6:30pm New 
Member Potluck  

13  
 

14  
10:30am Service 
4:30pm Pint with the Pastor 

 
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
7:15pm Standing Cmte 
Meeting 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 

 
 

21 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
Team 

22 
 

23 
 

24  
 

25 
4pm Salem Pantry 
Bagging 

26 
 

27 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
Dinner Team 

28 
10:30am Service 

 
 

29  
 

30 
 

 

31 
 

   

Chatting and Cheer-ing with the Minister this Winter 
Lunch with the Pastor,  
Tuesday, Jan 9 at 12 noon, at the First Church.   
Tuesday, Feb 13 at 12 noon 
 

Join Jeff and an eclectic and very articulate group of regulars on the second Tuesday of the month for a brown bag lunch.  
Conversation often ventures into current events, local history, religion and … you name it.   
 
Pint with the Pastor,  
Sunday, Jan 14, 4:00pm  – 5:30 pm at O’Neill’s Pub 
Sunday, Feb 11 
Washington Street in Salem 
 

Stop by and help Jeff ring in the new year and order up a new tradition this month.  He will have a table at O’Neill’s 
starting at 4pm and is happy to have folks join him.   There will be a copy of the Sunday NY Times as he wont to possess 
on a weekend afternoon.  The music will be live and Irish, and the conversation stimulating.  You never know who might 
drop by. 
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and may still be part of the team making sure that the service works well with Dropbox.  (And if you 
don’t know what Dropbox is, well, your head is definitely not in the clouds… ) 

The Youth Group hosted a fun-filled and well-attended night of Caroling on Friday, December 15.  
We had approximately 25 folks in attendance and at least half of them were kids.  At one point while 
caroling on Federal Street, we have a pretty good, impromptu children’s choir going door to door and 
singing.  Thank you to Deb DiGuilio and Hannah Peterson for organizing this very enjoyable event.   

Doug Pini once again reprised his role as a certain "jolly old elf" at both the Henny Penny and First 
Church Christmas Parties.  This requires donning a very warm suit, not once but twice, over the 
course of several days, WHILE being in a jolly mood: not always an easy feat.  Thank you Mr. Pini for 
your good will and jolly performance! 

December 3 Special Meeting of the Society to Welcome New Members and Adjust our 
Membership Rolls 
 
A Special Meeting of the Society was held after church on Sunday, December 3.  During the first part of the meeting we 
welcomed six new members and then made a toast with sparkling cider to celebrate.  Following this, the voting mem-
bers in attendance heard a motion made by the Membership Cmt to remove from our official member list the names of 
34 people who have either moved away or with whom we have lost touch for one reason or another. See the list of 
both our new members and those names struck from our membership rolls here in this newsletter.  This information 
will also be included in the Annual Report in April / May.   
 
Members Names Removed from Rolls December 3: 
Michael Berry 
Barbara Brandt 
Ivy Bright 
Tucker Bryant 
Susan Buchanan 
Susan Carter 
John Casey 
Michael Cluck 
Joseph Coletti 
Lisa Kent Cote 
Christine Crawford 
Collette Croshaw 

Courtney Davis 
Toni Duffy 
Thomas Florito 
Carolyn D. Fox 
Simon D. Fox 
Bruce Goddard 
Damien Goshey 
Courtney Goshey 
Nan Greer 
Bill Grover 
Melanie Hiris 
Leslie Jardins 

Cindy Keegan 
Tim Kellogg 
Netrista Khatam 
Atif Kidwai 
Catriona Kimball 
John Koob 
Judith Koob 
Colleen Lima 
David Lima 
Matt MacClellan 
Kurtlan Massarsky 
Carly McClain 

Welcome to our New Members 
 
The First Church would like to welcome the following people who joined our fair society on Sunday, December 3.  We 
are delighted to have them become a part of our community.  We plan to publish short biographies about them in this 
and upcoming newsletters.  
 
New Members Confirmed December 3: 
Sarah Blodgett 
Anna Brandenburg 
Megan Cummings 
Larissa Haliw 
Sarah Jacobson 
Jennifer Palermo 

Levelle McClain 
Benjamin McKnight 
Shava Nerad 
Lilli Nye 
Sherry Pepin 
Nicole Piantedosi 
Michelle Pierce 
Steve Rotolo 
Sheliagh Rotolo 
Joseph J. Sanchez 
James Schaffnit 
Eric Schultz 

Stephen Smith 
Jean Stella 
Ruth Taylor 
Sarah Turnbaugh 
David Tutko 
Maria Vielmann 
Jack Vitale 
Sheila Wells 

[continued from  4] 
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Religious Education 
The Holiday events for our Religious Education program 
were extensive this past season. We had our fabulous 
Christmas Pageant and Family Holiday Party. Congratula-
tions to our talented First Church Players!  We had had a 
small but fun group of students celebrate together on 
Christmas Eve morning and we rang in the New Year togeth-
er at 12:00 noon on Christmas Eve morning! Without our 
dedicated volunteers we could never even think of 
attempting such a daunting schedule during the holidays. 
Heartfelt thanks to Valentina and Max Burbank, Theo B, 
Tiffany M, Amy P, Bob S, Brenda M, Doug P, Robin H, Brian 
T, Donna F and to the many parents and friends who all lent 
a helping hand during our events. These special events have 
become family rituals for celebrating and appreciating the 
holiday season. They also serve as a wonderful way to gath-
er together and form strong congregational ties and cement 
budding friendships both between children and adults. Con-
gratulations to all of you for your dedication to church and 
family, your strong community spirit and your fantastic 
love. 
 
In January we will be working on our yearly social Justice 
Project. On the first two Sundays of January we will explore 
several worthy social justice venues and programs. Students 
will learn about each in an age appropriate way. On Jan 21 
students will vote in our tradition democratic process which 
group will be supported through our RE fundraising events 
this year. (Chocolate Sunday and Sundae Sunday) Jan 28 
and February 4 will be dedicated to exploring in depth our 
selected group. And on Sunday, February 11th will celebrate 
Chocolate Sunday and the students will share their 
knowledge with the congregation. 
 
Looking forward to a happy 2018! 
 
Happy New Year, 
Deb DiGiulio 

From the Standing Committee 
What will you do with your new year? 
The December-January transition always prompts reflec-
tion, which is saying something since as UUs we seem to 
already reflect a lot. How much more reflection could we 
actually undertake (or endure)? ;-) 

Our Church community has grown substantially over the 
past decade and even more rapidly over the past few 
years. During my tenure as Standing Committee Chair, I’ve 
made it a priority to share this community’s commitment 
of involvement and support with everyone I encounter. 

Our community does not exist without each other, with-
out you! It is becoming increasingly important for this 
message to get out there. We NEED more involvement 
from our community. We NEED more volunteers to sus-
tain our growth. 

And here’s the surprising twist, if I may be so bold: you 
have a personal NEED to volunteer as well.  

This community thrives based on the shared energy we 
produce. What you take away from our Church activities, 
from Sunday services, from our beautiful Christmas Eve 
service, from our topical discussions and musical perfor-
mances – all of this creates community energy.  

Volunteers here in our Church community find themselves 
strengthened when they need it. They find renewed ener-
gy to cope with life’s struggles. And they find joy in pock-
ets they often overlooked before. 

There are so many options: from working with children to 
working in our garden, from planning our building mainte-
nance to planning our community programs. There is a 
role for everyone that will play to your strengths or allow 
you to develop new skills. 

Is this you? 

This could be you. 

Join us in more ways than you have before. It will 
strengthen you and provide renewed energy. 

Every one of us has something more to offer. Step forward 
and offer your time and energy. 

Even the reticent shall inherit this Church.  

What will you do with your new year? 

 
Ben Waxman 
Chair, Standing Committee  
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Stewardship Committee  
Happy New Year! 

2017 was a busy year for the First Church Stewardship com-
mittee. We finished up our pledge giving for Fiscal Year 2017 
with a slight surplus and kicked off the campaign for Fiscal Year 
2018 (FY2018) with a goal of increasing the amount of giving 
from our members and friends.  

As of December 19, member giving for FY2018 has reached 
$62,285 which is 43% of our goal of $145,000. While this is short 
of where we would like to be at this time of year, we are confi-
dent that First Church will help us reach our final member-giving 
goal. 

Stewart and his ship were back during our December 3 service, 
continuing to teach the children about stewardship of First 
Church. We are thankful to Deb DiGiulio for allowing us to play a 
small part in the RE program of our community. 

At the end of January, we will be sending out year-end giving 
statements for the which you can use for income tax statement 
purposes. A reminder: this will be your giving statement for the 
calendar year encompassing January through December, 2017, 
not the church’s fiscal year which runs from July to June. More 
information on where you stand in giving in relation to your 
pledges for FY2018 will come later in the year. 

As always, thank you for YOUR stewardship of First Church 
through your gifts of your time and your talent, and through your financial support. 

The Stewardship Committee 

Tommy Leon, Chair; Bob Allen, Joe Bayne, Bill Henning, Jess Kane, Sally Millice, Marlene Warner, Lloyd Woodcock 

Archives Committee 
These are two images from our forthcoming book about the Great Salem Fire of 1914, based on the eye-witness ac-
count/unpublished manuscript of the First Church's Rev. Edward Dunbar Johnson. We are planning a June 2018 publi-
cation, on the anniversary of the Fire on June 25.  

 

Refugee camp near Jackson Street, guarded by the 
Mass. Militia/National Guard 

Unidentified women walking in the Lafayette 
Street area. 
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Garden Committee 
There are two particularly striking aspects of working on the Garden Committee.  First, 
the dedicated group that does most of the planning and implementation has become 
fast friends through our work together.  We pitch in, get dirty, throw out ideas, discuss, 
and come to consensus.  We concern ourselves with the budget and make pre-dawn 
trips to Boston to get deals on garden supplies.  We worry about what climate change is 
doing to our little part of the planet and about how to use less water.  We sometimes 
work too hard and long, and we try to take care of each other when we see that happen-
ing.  We are a design/build team that cares as much about how the church grounds look 
as we do about our own gardens.   

Nearly as rewarding is the support we feel from the rest of the church community.  We 
plan and hope for congregational participation on work days, and we rejoice when that 
happens.  We are thrilled and heartened when people make donations to sponsor the 
container plantings at each of our entrances or toward the purchase of plants for a spe-
cial project.   For example, we are still designing winter displays with the generous gift of 
birch branches in years past from Tommy Leon, Don Glover, and Jamie Tanch.  It would 
be impossible to create what we do without that practical and financial support, and we 
are so very grateful to those who contributed by sponsoring a winter planter or by un-
derwriting the committee’s other holiday work.  This season we thank so many for the financial gifts that helped make 
our church a cheerful spot in the dark winter landscape:   

Mimi Ballou  Mary Collari  Peter A. Copelas Claire Donaldson 

Mary Krigbaum  JoAnn & Anthony Silva Mark Stevens  Joan & Richard Hannah 

Jean Arlander  The Tyler-Lewis family Bill Henning & Thomas MacDonald 

The Solstice has come, and although the light has started to return, the nights are long.  After the rush and long bustle of 
preparing the church and its grounds for the holiday season and the deep winter, it’s time to reflect on the garden year 
just past and to dream, as gardeners do, of the coming spring.   

Co-chairs Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, Brenda Marean, and Lynn Taggart 
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Henny Penny  
December was filled with song and cheer at Henny Penny. Our annual Song-
fest held on Friday December 15th was well attended.  The children sang eight 
delightful holiday songs, and then were surprised by a visit from Santa.  Santa 
presented each child with a small gift.  Stacey Dupuis' family helped out with 
Samantha on piano and Derek on bass to accompany the joyful singers.  Our 
intern Patty Gomez assisted corralling the children on stage. We would like to 
thank Billy McCarthy for his assistance with prepping Wilson Hall and setting 
up over 110 chairs for the families! 
 
It was a bittersweet goodbye for everyone at Henny Penny as Patty Gomez implemented her Planned Week, thus wrap-
ping up her Field Placement for North Shore Community College with us.  Patty used It Came in the Mail written by Ben 
Clanton as her focus book.  She transformed our dramatic play area into the Henny Penny Post Office, and even provid-
ed real postal uniform pieces for the children to wear! 
 
Inquiries for 2018-19 enrollments are rolling in steadily.  We are currently in the process of obtaining schedule requests 
from the current Henny Penny families so we will know what we are able to offer new families for next year.   We will 
be hosting an Open House on Wednesday January 10th for families curious to know what Henny Penny is doing to cre-
ate lifelong learners.  First Church members are given a 10% tuition discount, so if you are considering a half-day pre-
school program for your child or grandchild, please stop by for a visit! 
 
Happy Holidays and a safe and healthy New Year to all! 
The Henny Penny Teaching Team 
Tricia, Barbara, and Stacey 

STOCKING PROJECT 
 

The First Church would like to thank everyone who made this year's Stocking Project a big success.   
 

Thanks to the generosity of the following people: Deborah April, Doreen Beauregard & Paul Marquis, The Branden-
burg’s, The Burbank’s, Laura Canon & Neil Alsip, Karina Corrigan, Rayleen Deering, The Fritz’s, Lynn Frothingham, The 
Kane’s, Judy Kearney, Erica and Bill Klag, The Krigbaum’s, Brenda Marean, The Newhall’s, The Ninneman’s, Nancy 
Peluso, Amy Prodanas, Steve Sawtell, Bob Soucy & Bob Allen, Linda Stark, Tanya Stepasiuk, Mark Stevens, and Rich-
ard L’Heureux (and anyone we may have missed!) we were able to provide gifts and clothing to several local families 
in need through the Salem YMCA. 
 

The YMCA expresses gratitude on behalf of the many families we are assisting. They were very pleased with the 
abundance of our outreach and lovingkindness.  We are making a difference in many lives during the holidays! 
 

Thank you on behalf of the Social Outreach Committee, 
Valentina Burbank, Brenda Marean, Jim Ognibene, Reverend Jeff 
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Holiday Decorations 

We gratefully acknowledge all who made possible the splendid flora including the planters gracing the front 

stairs, and the poinsettias, cyclamen, and decorations inside the Meeting House in  

joyous celebration of Christmas and the holiday season. 

Given by the Devereux Dennis Memorial Trust: In Memory of Caroline Louise Martin 

 

Given by Ellen Brandenburg: Remembering George with Love 

 

Given by Judy Kearney: In Honor of her 97 year old mother and In Memory of Abby Burns 

 

Given by Deacon James E. Tanch: In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Emery P. Tanch, Sr & Deacons Emery P. Tanch, Jr. and William F. Abbott Sr. 

 

Given by Mimi Ballou: In Memory of Sharon Ballou LeGault, John B. Ballou and Sarah S. Ballou  

 

Given by Patty Luke: In Memory of Billy Ransom   

 

Given by Tiffany Magnolia, Rex Krajewski and Ruth Michelle Krajewski:  

In Memory of Stanley & Susan, Michelle Fabian, Ruth E. Krajewski, & Claire Brozenske 

 

Given by Linda Stark: In Memory of her father, Edward Stark  

 

Given by The Fritz Family: In Honor of Auntie Wendy and Auntie Cyndee. We love you both very much!!  

 

Given by Amy & Sarah Prodanas:  

In loving memory of Sarah’s late grandparents, Kathleen & Ben Gallup and with love for the First Church Community 

 

Given by Joan and Richard Hannah: In Honor of family and friends 

 

Given by Kelly Taylor-Lewis and Nick Lewis: In Memory of Howard Wise and Suzanne Tyler 

 

Given by Barbara Maitland: In gratitude for all my family and friends  

 

Given by Claire Donaldson: In Loving Memory of Miriam & William H.K. Donaldson 

 

Given by Brenda Marean: Peace to All 

 

Given by Anthony and JoAnn Silva: In Honor of Joao Silva on what would have been his 100th birthday 

 

Given by Thomas MacDonald and Bill Henning: In Honor of Gladys Mussenden and In Memory of Betty Henning 

 

Given by Joanne Jonsson: With Love for her sister Jean 

 

Given by Mark Stevens: In Memory of Jeannette Colwell Stevens and Edward and Fabiola Morin 

 

Given by The Warner-Streff Family: In Memory of Joseph M. Warner and In Celebration of Dr. Maureen Beirne Streff 

 

Given by Jean Arlander: In Memory of her husband Richard Arlander and Captain Henry and Agnes Nichols 

 

Given by David Phipps:  

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Ceroy Rook & Family, Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Phipps & Family, Dr. & Mrs. Phipps, & Mrs. Virginia Phipps & Family 

 

Thank you to those who have also given: Peter Andrew Copelas, Mary Collari, Mary and Charles Krigbaum, and Richard L’Heureux 
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  

Chase the Chill 
Bring in winter items for this year's Scarf, Mitten, and 
Hat Drive! Items can be left in the hallway behind the 
Cleveland Room.  

Nominating Committee 
What? We have a Nominating Committee? What do 
they do? 
 

The Nominating Committee is a by-lawed committee 
made of up of 3 former Standing Committee Presidents 
(aka board of directors).  This year Donna Fritz (Chair), 
John Wathne and Mary Collari are the 3 members of 
the nominating committee.  
 

For the Annual Meeting in May, we are tasked with sug-
gesting 3 new church members to serve a 3 year term 
on the Standing Committee.  The three of us will begin 
talking with church members to see if they would be 
interested in joining this important church board of di-
rectors to carry our church forward another 3 years.   
 

If you are interested and would like to learn more, 
please to reach out to one of us or email Donna Fritz at 
dlhayes44@hotmail.com or call/text 978-828-5673.  

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven, Curriculum by Shirley Ann Ranck 
Classes to be held at First Church Salem, 316 Essex Street, Salem 
Fridays: January 19, 26, February 2,9,16 from 7pm-9pm [Snow Date: 2/26] 
 
Part I: Ancient Times 
A five-session religious education course in feminist theology for adults and older youth.  

The course is a woman honoring adult RE curriculum that examines pre-Abrahamic cultures that 
may have seen the female as sacred and divine. The concepts of equality and reverence for the 
female in a religious setting are eye-opening to many participants. 

The course examines important elements of today’s women’s lives; personal, interpersonal and 
by society. It examines how our culture has been influenced by the values of dominant religious 
cultures.  

The primary question raised is: How would your life have been different if, when growing up, the 
divine had been imaged as female? Participants are encouraged to share their own experiences 
and beliefs, creating trust and strong bonds of friendship. 

Registration & all five sessions are required. Participants age 15 and older are welcome. For info 
or to sign-up contact: Melody Lee/ leemelody071@gmail.com; Jerrie Hildebrand/ jer-
rie@circlesanctuary.org 

From UU MassAction  
 

Rally in Solidarity with People with TPS 
When: Wed, January 10, 11:00 AM 
Where: MA State House, Boston 
Centro Presente is organizing a rally in support of Tempo-
rary Protected Status (TPS) that will highlight the US-
citizen children of TPS-holders who will be affected by the 
termination of the program. In Massachusetts there are 
5,300 US-born children with parents from El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Haiti who have Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS). US children and adolescents will provide their testi-
monies and be the protagonists of this event. 
 

Burlington Region Cluster Training, Immigrant Solidarity 
Accompaniment 
When: Wednesday January 10, 7:00 – 9:00 PM 
Where: First Parish Church in Concord, 20 Lexington Rd, 
Concord 
Please join us at this gathering which will bring together 
faith communities and organizations that have been en-
gaged in actions at the Burlington ICE field office. Those 
who would like to join this network are welcome, as well. 
We will discuss how to increase our presence and 
strengthen our communication network. RSVP at http://
www.uumassaction.org/events-2/ 

mailto:dlhayes44@hotmail.com
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, January 21 & Sat, January 27 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on the third 
Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month. There are THREE ways you can sign up 
to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Face-
book page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
Thank you to the following people for volunteering during December: Joel, Lucy, and Eliza Bland, Holly Chase, Peter 
Copelas, Paul Marquis, Desiree Anne Olsen, Amanda Roeder , Tracy Ware, Jacob Barz-Snell,  
Richard L'Heureux, Tracy Ware Majolica, Jim Ognibene, Leo Skye, August O. Wind, Steve Sawtelle, Christine and Bliss 
Parsons Booth, and Alan Hanscom 

Fellowship Committee 
Thank you to our December Fellowship Hosts for your hospitality, The Klag Family, Tiffany Mag-
nolia, The Fritz Family, Nancy Peluso, Joy Snell, Jennifer Barz-Snell.  Thank you for everyone who 
brought items for our potluck fellowship. A special thank you to Billy McCarthy, Chris Finn, 
Chrstiane Hansen-Mitev, Nancy Peluso, Joy Snell and Jennifer, Jonah and Jacob Barz-Snell with 
all your help setting up and cleaning up during this busy holiday month.  If I missed someone 
who pitched in to help in the kitchen, I apologize but am appreciative of your help. 

The Fellowship Committee, 

Donna Fritz (Chair), Chris Finn, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Indra Milowe, and Nancy Peluso.   

 

Welcome Committee: New Member Potluck Dinner 

Friday, January 12 at 6:30pm 
We would like to invite all new members from December 2016, May 2017, and December 
2017 to join us for a New Year’s Themed potluck dinner to celebrate your membership at 
the church and to have fun getting to know each other better. Children and partners are 
welcome! Please RSVP to Donna Fritz 978-828-5673 (call or text) by January 8th. 

Confirmed December 11, 2016 
Joe Bayne 
Luke Cuddy 
Kristelle Lavallee 
Melody Lee 
Arelene Metzroth 
Nancy Peluso 
Esther Pounds 
Amy Prodanas 
Jocelyn Snell 
Jonathan Streff 

Confirmed May 7, 2017 
Christine Parsons Booth 
Eileen Driscoll 
Anthony Silva 
JoAnn Silva 
 

Confirmed December 3, 2017 
Sarah Blodgett 
Megan Cummings 
Larissa Haliw 
Sarah Jacobson 
Jennifer Palermo 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Wintertime Book Group 
Daring Democracy: Igniting Power, Meaning and Connection for the America We Want 
By Frances Moore Lappé and Adam Eichen 
 
Join us as we gather to read one of the UUA’s Common Reads for 2018.  Americans are distraught as tightly held eco-
nomic and political power drowns out their voices and values.  Legendary Diet for a Small Planet author Francis Moore 
Lappé and organizer-scholar Adam Eichen offer a fresh, surprising response to the core crisis.  They begin with an es-
sential truth: It’s not the magnitude of a challenge that crushes the human spirt.  It’s feeling powerless.  – in this case, 
fearing that to stand up for democracy is futile.  It’s not!  With riveting stories and little-know evidence, they demystify 
how we got here and then highlight how Americans are responding.  Americans are uniting across causes and ideolo-
gies to create a “canopy of hope,” with local grassroots groups sprouting up all over the country.   
 
The group will meet to discuss a section of the book.  We will have access to multimedia, so 
participants are invited to share articles, talks and videos that they think are relevant and 
meaningful.  Note: Everyone is invited to attend, even if you can’t finish the reading. 
 
Meeting Dates: 
Thurs, Jan 11, pp. 1-53 
Thurs, Feb 1,  pp. 54-108 
Thurs, Feb 8,  pp. 109-138 
Thurs, Feb 22, pp. 139-165 
All dates begin at 7:30pm. 


