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Minister’s Musings 
 

"Arbitrary power is most easily established on the ruins of liberty abused to licentiousness." 
~ George Washington, June 8, 1783 
 

I have read several biographies of George Washington over the years and they all paint a similar  
portrait, describing the rise of a colonial military leader and plantation owner with a penchant for 
presentation and self-promotion, who later stepped “up” and into greatness.  Thomas Jefferson,  
commenting on Washington, wrote in 1814 that "... it may truly be said, that never did nature and 
fortune combine more perfectly to make a man great.”  
 

The conservative historian Richard Brookhiser in his biography in 2004 sought to portray not only 
Washington’s intentional self-promotion but also his self-cultivation.  Brookhiser pointed out that 
Washington as a young man studied and committed to memory a set of “Rules for Civility and Decent 
Behavior.”  These 110 maxims were first published in the 16th Century by French Jesuits and were 
intended to be guidelines and rules that all young men should follow.  Some of the rules sound arcane 
and strange to modern ears and some of them read like they were written yesterday: “Every action 
done in company ought to be with some sign of respect to those that are present.”  But they all  
combine to encourage the reader to be respectful and patient with others, and be mindful of how 
one conducts ones affairs.  You can see how the young man who read and studied these rules for life 
would later be so very aware of the power and influence of his office when he became our first  
President. 
 

Fast forward 229 years and we have had 45 Presidents.  With respect to leading by example, a few 
have been paragons of virtue, most of have been a “mixed bag,” and a few have been real moral  
failures.  (Anyone ever read about the Administration of Andrew Johnson?)  No doubt the President 
of the United States could and should set an example for proper behavior and profess a certain  
fundamental respect for the principles of fair play and rule of law that allow our democracy to contin-
ue.   
 

This is not happening currently.  Yes, the President should have an agenda and seek to advance cer-
tain objectives or goals.  Yes, political conflict and bickering is inevitable; that’s how democracy is sup-
posed to work.  But this President is conducting himself personally in a way that sets a bad example 
for our citizens and our children.  Some of his behavior and decisions are undermining vital institu-
tions and core habits and attitudes that deal with how we govern ourselves- our rule of law. 
 

February 19 is Presidents Day, a holiday set aside to commemorate some of our greatest leaders in 
history.  It is also a day to remember the pivotal role that our highest elected official plays in setting 
the moral and cultural tone of the country.  Every mean and racist comment, every outrageous threat 
and tweet, every allegation of sexual and financial impropriety, every ugly statement, is yet another 
missed opportunity to be the leader we truly need here in 2018.  No one expects the President of the 
United States to be perfect, but is it too much to ask that the President try to act decently, honorably, 
and respectfully?   
 

I continue to remain grateful to live in this remarkable country, with all its ups and downs historically 
and currently.  I am sure the current state of affairs will pass.  But this President’s Day I will be patri-
otically honoring the potential for Presidential leadership, not the current reality. 
 

We are a busy, fun-loving and spirited community this month, with services celebrating chocolate, 
Lent and our history of resistance here in Salem.  
 

See you in church, 
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I believe in the resistance 
as I believe there can be 
no light without shadow; 
or rather, no shadow  
unless there is also light. 

  
- Margaret Atwood,  
The Handmaid's Tale  

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1248919
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1248919
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February Schedule of Events 
Thu, February 1 
7:30pm Winter Book Group: Daring Democracy 
 

Fri, February 2 
6:45pm Film Screening: Tomorrow, Part One 
7pm Cakes for the Queen in Heaven Program 
 

Sun, February 4 
10:30am Service 
Super Bowl Themed Fellowship 
 

Mon, February 5 
7:15pm Stewardship Meeting 
 

Wed, February 7 
7pm HR Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, February 8 
7:30pm Winter Book Group: Daring Democracy 
 

Fri, February 9 
6:45pm Film Screening: Tomorrow, Part One 
7pm Cakes for the Queen in Heaven Program 
 

Sun, February 11 
10:30am Service 
Chocolate Sunday 
4pm Pint with the Pastor 
 

Tue, February 13 
12pm Lunch with Pastor/ Mardi Gras 
 

Wed, February 14 
Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day 
 

Fri, February 16 
7pm Cakes for the Queen in Heaven Program 
 

Sat, February 17 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, February 18: 1st Sunday in Lent 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir and Communion Service  
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
 

Thu, February 22 

4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
7:30pm Winter Book Group: Daring Democracy 
 

Sat, February 24 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, February 25: 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Resistance Sunday  & Reenactment of Leslie’s Retreat 
9am Choir Rehearsal/Norumbega Harmony Workshop 
10:30am Service 
 

Wed, February 28 

7:15pm Standing Committee 

Around the Parish 
Charlene Long has been struggling with an increasingly arthritic 
hip for some time, greatly limiting her mobility.  We are happy 
to report that she will undergo hip replacement surgery this 
month.  She welcomes emails and cards.  The First Church Pasto-
ral Care team continues to support her. 

We extend our condolences to Raylene Deering and Valentina 
Burbank (mother and daughter) upon the passing of Raylene’s 
mother, and Valentina’s grandmother, in California.  While she 
lived to a “ripe, old age,” in recent years she had been living 
with Alzheimer's Disease. 

January’s Pint with the Pastor was well attended.  17 people 
braved the cold of a chilly winter afternoon and joined Jeff at 
O’Neill’s for some live music and enjoyable conversation.   

Our next Pint with the Pastor will be on Sunday, Feb. 11.  Stop 
by O’Neills if you can.  See the Calendar page for more details.  

Jeff Barz-Snell attended the UU Ministers Association Winter 
Institute last month.  Held in Tampa, Florida, the four-day con-
ference offered several different programs on preaching, wor-
ship planning, and church development.  Jeff even had the op-
portunity to sing in the conference choir with a group of 50 oth-
er UU ministers - a fun and inspiring opportunity.   

How cold was it on January 7?  It was so cold… that we decided 
to “fall back” and hold the service in the Cleveland Room, which 
is easier to keep warm.   We have discovered it is hard to heat 
the Meetinghouse when the outside temperature hovers below 
10 degrees F.  50 or so folks joined us for a warm and inspiring 
Epiphany themed service by the fire place, and then adjourned 
for a special Fellowship Hour featuring home-made hot choco-
late. 

Leah Morgenstern and Jacob Pini were both in Salem High 
School’s recent musical production of The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame .  Word has it that Leah had a starring role and that Jacob 
provided some skilled comic relief.   

Jerrie Hildebrand and Melody Lee’s program, Cakes for the 
Queen of Heaven, has gotten off to a good start.  This program 
explores the influences of ancient goddess myths and feminine 
conceptions of the divine in our inherited religious traditions.  
Rumor has it that 14 women attended the first session, which 
meets on Friday nights through February 16. 

If you haven’t done so yet, check out Neil Alsip’s unusual and 
entertaining website, www.frogdaughter.com.  For kids and par-
ents especially, Neil’s whimsical and amusing videos are a whole 
lot of fun.   

Seth Mascolo was featured not once, but twice, in recent edi-
tions of the Salem News.  Seth was quoted in an article about 
the community meeting held by the Peabody Essex Museum 
dealing with the announced relocation of the Phillips Library 
collection from Salem to a new repository in Rowley, of all plac-
es.  Seth also saw published a recent letter to the Editor that 
encouraged understanding of people living and thriving with 
Asperger’s Syndrome. 

[continued on page 3] 

http://www.frogdaughter.com/
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F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
7:30pm Book Group 

2  
6:45pm Film 
Screening, Part One 
7pm Cakes for the 
Queen in Heaven 
Program 

3 
9am C 

4  
10:30am Service 
Super Bowl Fellow-
ship Hour 

5  
7:15pm Steward-
ship Meeting 

6  
  

 

7  
7pm HR Committee 
Meeting  

8  
7:30pm Book Group 

9  
6:45pm Film 
Screening, Part Two 
7pm Cakes for the 
Queen in Heaven 
Program 

10  
 

11 
10:30am Service 
Chocolate Sunday 
Fellowship 
4pm Pint with the 
Pastor at O’Neil’s 

12  
 

13  
12pm Mardi Gras 
Lunch with Pastor 

14  
Valentine’s Day 
Ash Wednesday 

 
 

15  
 

16  
7pm Cakes for the 
Queen in Heaven 
Program 

17 
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 
  

18  
1st Sunday in Lent 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Commun-
ion Service 
4:45pm Lifebridge  

19  
 

20  
 
 

21 
 

 

22 
4pm Salem Pantry 
Bagging 
7:30pm Book Group 

23 
 

24  
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge  

25 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Resistance Sunday 
Leslie’s Retreat 
9am Choir Rehears-
al / Norumbega 
Workshop 
10:30am Service 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
7:15pm Standing 
Committee  

   

Did you know that a local chapter Citizens Climate Lobby meets here at the First Church on the first Saturday of each month.  Typi-
cally the meetings, which begin at 9:00 AM, draw 18-25 people from all over the North Shore.  David Radue founded the chapter 
here in Salem in 2015 and the meetings continue to grow.  Citizens Climate Lobby is a national bi-partisan advocacy group that lob-
bies Congress to pass a straightforward national carbon tax as a way to align our country’s economic activity with the goals of re-
ducing CO2 emissions and addressing climate change.  

Chatting and Cheer-ing with the Minister this Winter 
Pint with the Pastor 
Sunday, Feb 11, 4:00pm  - 5:30 pm at O’Neill’s Pub. Washington Street in Salem 
Join Jeff and others for a popular new monthly gathering.  He will have a few tables at O’Neill’s starting at 4pm.  There 
will be a copy of the Sunday NY Times as he wont to possess on a weekend afternoon.  The music will be live and Irish, 
and the conversations stimulating.  We had 17 people show up in January.  You never know who might drop by.  
 

Lunch with the Pastor 
Tuesday, Feb 13 at 12 noon, at the First Church.   
Join Jeff and an eclectic and very articulate group of regulars on the second Tuesday of the month for a brown bag 
lunch.  Conversation often ventures into current events, local history, religion and … you name it.   

[continued from page 2] 
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From the Standing Committee 
This Place, We’re All About You 
 
What we come here for has everything to do with you! 
Each week, so many activities, discussion groups, opportu-
nities to get some great energy into that thing called 
“you.” 
 
Every so often, I step back from First Church and consider 
what’s really going on here. When we take more of an an-
thropological view, we see people gathering with a shared 
vision of trying to do some good in our community and in 
the world. We tend to share a common approach and per-
spective to doing good: 
• There is the Salem Mission, Family Promise, HAWC, 

Plummer Youth Promise, The Gables…so many direct 
support programs. 

• There are youth programs for the Church children and 

youth from the larger community. 
• There are world events and national issues discussed 

every week at our committee meetings and over drinks. 
• There are local community programs and societal issues 

addressed with intelligent activism. 
• There is maintenance of our lovely Church home and 

grounds. 
• There is support for the lovely Church staff who help 

lead and coordinate our dynamic energy. 
 
With all of this, there is a need, a DEEP need, for everyone 
to get involved. That need is not the Church’s need. No, it 
is YOUR need.  
 
How could I be so presumptuous? Here’s how: none of 
these programs exist without US, without YOU! 
 
We have so many ways for you to get involved and spark 
some new energy where you might have thought, “I could-
n’t possibly.” 
 
In fact, maybe you can. We hope you can. We hope you 
will. This place is all about you.  
 
Ben Waxman 
Chair of Standing Committee 

Archives Committee 
Who was "the colored family in Pew 18?" 

Even though every month is Black History Month (not 
just February) and every month is Women's History 
Month (not just March), having these designations does 
give us the opportunity to shine some light on untold 
stories. 

Several years ago, we had a professional archivist work-
ing on and with our archives: Kobi Kobialka. One of the 
brilliant things she did was to leave notes that called 
attention to stories of potential significance. One of 
these notes led to our forthcoming book about the 
Great Salem Fire of 1914. Another has led to research 
on "the colored family in Pew 18," as they were identi-
fied in a letter. 

The year was 1849, one year before the Fugitive Slave 
Law was passed. The story takes place in the First 
Church in Salem which, at the time, met in what is now 
the Daniel Low/Rockafella's building. The minister was 
Rev. Thomas Treadwell Stone whose wife, Laura Poor 
Stone, was a member of the Salem Female Anti-Slavery 
Society. This group often met at First Church. Rev. 
Stone's sermons were fiercely abolitionist--so much so, 
that he was invited to leave the church. He removed to 
Bolton, Mass. 

One April morning in 1849, out of the blue, there was 
"a colored family in Pew 18," on the floor, not in the 
"gallery." They had not been properly vetted. They had 
not gone through channels. We have two letters in our 
archives that document the consternation church lead-
ers felt and how they chose to (politely) "handle it." 

Was this a planned act of resistance by Rev. Stone and 
abolitionist friends? Who was this family? What hap-
pened next? 

Stay tuned for details, and an exhibit, but I'll give you 
this: the family was the Shearman family, headed by 
James L. Shearman. He was 
married to Nancy Remond, 
Sarah Parker Remond's sis-
ter. He was the business 
partner of John Remond, his 
father-in-law.  

If you do nothing else about 
Black History Month, read 
up on the Salem-born, bril-
liant Sarah Parker Remond! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Hurd Smith 

Chair, Archives Committee  
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Religious Education 
It’s February and love and chocolate are in the air 
around First Church! Chocolate Sunday is February 
11th.  Our Navigator class and Jr. Youth are hosting 
Chocolate Sunday. If you are new to First Church you 
are in for a real treat (no pun intended). Chocolate 
Sunday is the ultimate bake sale. Our talented mem-
bers and friends all donate their very best baked 
chocolate confections. (We have even had chocolate 
covered bacon) We then replace our usual Fellowship 

hour with a fantastic bake sale. We tie everything together with a Val-
entine theme of love and friendship and our wonderful fair-trade 
coffee. Please be sure to bake something special to donate and to pur-
chase a baked goody or two. All proceeds (100%) will go to the Social 
Justice project: Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief. See the lobby bulletin 
board for information on the Religious Education social justice project. 
If you have an extra special chocolate sweet in your baking repertoire, 
please consider entering your item in our silent auction. See Deb or Val-
entina for details.  
 

In February our Religious Education students will begin planning for our annual Youth Sunday service which takes place 
March 18th. Youth Sunday is the day the children of the First Church take over the meeting house and run the entire 
service. Our Youth Sunday theme reflects the themes students have been exploring in Religious Education for the past 
year. This year we are working around the theme of Love your Neighbor and how this theme is reflected throughout 
our UU Seven Principles.  Participating in Youth Sunday is a valuable experience for our students. They see firsthand 
how bringing music, stories, and ritual together becomes a powerful and moving community experience. Details will be 
in the weekly Religious Education Snapshot for families. 
 

Your family is the heart and soul of our community. The First Church community loves seeing you and your children on 
Sunday mornings.  The Religious Education team are very cognizant of the busy schedules and time stresses on families 
these days. We understand that you will miss some Sundays. It is very helpful to us if you can let me know in advance 
that your child will not be able to participate on a Sunday morning (email me or reply to the Snapshot). We are a judge-
ment free zone!! We are also open to hearing what you and your child find helpful and what works or does nor work 
for your child. Feedback welcome! 
 

Happy winter, 
Deb DiGiulio 

New Member Bio 
The First Church in Salem welcomed 6 new members after our service on December 3 at the end of last year: Please 
read the bio below to find out more about Jenny Palermo! 
 
Jenny lives in Salem with her husband Chris and daughter and son, Ella and Jack. She grew up in New Brunswick, Cana-
da and accidentally moved to New England instead of England almost 13 years ago to take a job in Boston. She grew 
up Roman Catholic and found herself drawn to this church for its inclusive and progressive minded nature. In her spare 
time, Jenny enjoys knitting and sewing.  
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Garden Committee 
Now that the “decking of the halls” is behind us, the Garden Committee is turning its attention to coordinating weekly 
altar flowers. Flowers beautify the spaces of our Church and are a gift to those who attend our worship services. A con-
tribution of altar flowers also provides an opportunity to honor or memorialize a loved one or to celebrate an event. The 
Garden Committee invites you to participate in this meaningful tradition in one of several ways.  You may supply the al-
tar arrangement.   One does not have to be a “professional,” to design something lovely,  nor is it necessary to spend a 
lot of money; in fact, we encourage the judicious use of all our resources.  Any natural materials can be used:  flowers 
from the garden, greenhouse, field, or woods, (even what most folks might consider weeds,) leaves, branches, greens, 
nuts, berries, vegetables, fruits, pods, and tassels, and dried or potted plants. Many of the most memorable arrange-
ments have been from our members’ gardens, houseplant collections, or designed using Trader Joe’s on sale posies.  
Or, you may wish to make a donation and leave the details to us.  The Garden Committee can work with any budget ($15
-$45,) and we are happy to consult with you, if you have particular theme or colors or flowers that you wish to use,  
keeping in mind the season and availability of plant material.  Pictured below are examples of the kinds of arrangements 
we have created.  
Whether you create your own arrangement or leave the task to us, your commemoration will be  acknowledged in the 
Sunday Order of Service. Further, the altar flowers, after adorning the sanctuary,  may find their way into one of the 
planters or indoor urns or may have a permanent home in the Churchyard. If you have brought your own arrangement, 
of course, it will be returned.  
The Garden Committee wishes to thank the following people for their contributions to the weekly altar flowers from 
September 2017 through January 21st, 2018.  Please let us know if we have inadvertently omitted anyone.   
 
Mary Collari  The Garden Committee Christiane Hansen-Mitev 
Jeannine Helen  Brenda Marean  Bob Soucy and Bob Allen 
Mark Stevens  Lynn Taggart and Russell Lane Crystal Truong 
 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Barnard Room or use the provided link on our website.    If you have any questions, please 
e-mail Catherine at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or contact Jan Eschauzier directly at 978-969-1820 or janeschauzi-
er@gmail.com 
 
Your Garden Committee Co-Chairs:  Jan Eschauzier, Mary Collari, Brenda Marean, and Lynn Taggart 
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Henny Penny  
Henny Penny is excited to announce our intern Marina Bettencourt from 
North Shore Community College.  Marina began the week of January 22nd and 
will be learning a great deal as she completes her Field Placement I course-
work.  We are grateful for our partnership with NSCC.  Working as cooperating 
teacher for interns allows us to demonstrate and teach best practices, while 
constantly reminding us to reflect on our own practice, and make improve-
ments as needed.  We are constantly reminded of the National Association for 
Education of Young Children’s ten program standards, which keeps us on our 
toes! 

To wrap up a fun month of January Stay & Play options for children who typically are dismissed at noon, Jacob Pini vis-
ited with his trombone, voice and melodica.  The children danced and sang along as Jacob played “Happy Birthday” to 
someone turning 5 years old.  Each child had the opportunity to perform in a duet or trio using one of our P-Bones (a 
plastic trombone).  In February Jacob, and fellow Salem High musician Nick Angeramo will host another afternoon of 
“Making Music Memories”. 

Looking ahead to February, we have some fun and exciting Lunar New Year activities and celebrations planned, as well 
as Valentines too!  We have been painting several large boxes to use for our Lunar New Year Lion Dance.  In the next 
phase the children will glue on festive collage materials to enhance their creation.  For Valentine’s Day each child will 
craft a beautiful card which will be placed in a box.  Then, each child will reach inside and pull out their “mystery” Val-
entine.   

Henny Penny is hosting Open Houses for 2018-2019 school year enrollments 
on February and March 7th from 5pm – 7pm.  Any families with children turn-
ing 2years 9months thru 5 years by September are welcome to visit the Henny 
Penny space and discuss program philosophy and options with the staff. 

 
The Henny Penny Teaching Team:   
Tricia Pini, Stacey Dupuis and Barbara Hermann 

From the Music Director 
As a part of First Church’s Resistance Sunday on February 25, (which coincides with Leslie’s Re-
treat, or how the Revolutionary War almost began in Salem: February 26, 1775) we will wel-
come Norumbega Harmony to lead the hymn singing and sing an anthem or two during the 
worship service.  The musical style and repertoire that day will be from the colonial and Revo-
lutionary era of New England as well as music from the Sacred Harp and other American folk-
hymn traditions. Norumbega Harmony is one of the largest and most active groups of Sacred 
Harp and shape-note singers in New England. The singers, who have diverse musical and reli-
gious backgrounds, gather weekly for fellowship and traditional hollow-square singing from which the group's charac-
teristic singing style has evolved. The group was founded in 1976 at Wellesley College as an undergraduate student or-
ganization by singing master Dr. Stephen Marini, who had learned to sing Sacred Harp at traditional singings held at 
Primitive Baptists churches in Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia.  

At 9am, before the service, Norumbega Harmony will also conduct a workshop/rehearsal (also called "singing school") 
that all are welcome to attend, as will our own choir, in preparation for the service at 10:30.  

Michael Kraft 
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  

Chocolate Sunday 
Sunday, February 11 
On Sunday, Feb 11 join us for 
our Annual Chocolate Sunday 
enjoy delicious confections 
baked and made by friends 
and church members. Please be sure to donate a special 
treat and come ready to purchased some too! All goods 
should be wrapped and ready for sale. All proceeds will go 
to the Social Justice project the students have selected: 
Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief.  

Wintertime Documentary Film 
Screening and Discussion 
February 2 and 9 
Join us on Groundhog Day in Salem, for the first of two 
screenings and community discussions of the award win-
ning and hopeful documentary film, Tomorrow. On Feb-
ruary 2 we will watch part one, and February 9 part two. 
 

Tomorrow depends on the human race living more sus-
tainably. Come and hear stories about people doing just 
that, today.  
 

Watched over two succeeding Friday nights: 
Feb 2 Part 1: Transforming our Agriculture & Energy Use 
Feb 9, Part 2: Transforming our Economy and Democracy 
 

 Format: 
 6:45 - 7:00 PM Refreshments / Conversation 
 7:00 - 8:00 PM Film  
 8:00 - 8:45 PM Discussion & Refreshments  
 

 Snow date: February 16 
 

This FREE screening is co-sponsored by Citizen’s Climate 
Lobby North Shore, TeamTomorrow, and Salem Alliance 
for the Environment (SalemSAFE.org). 

Wintertime Book Group 
Continues Thursday, February 1, 7:30pm, 
pages 54-108 

Daring Democracy:  
Igniting Power, Meaning and Con-
nection for the America We Want 
By Frances Moore Lappé and  
Adam Eichen 
Join us as we gather to read one 
of the UUA’s Common Reads for 
2018.  Americans are distraught 
as tightly held economic and po-
litical power drowns out their 
voices and values.  Legendary Diet 
for a Small Planet author Francis 
Moore Lappé and organizer-
scholar Adam Eichen offer a fresh, surprising response to 
the core crisis.  They begin with an essential truth: It’s not 
the magnitude of a challenge that crushes the human 
spirt.  It’s feeling powerless. In this case, fearing that to 
stand up for democracy is futile.  It’s not!  With riveting 
stories and little-known evidence, they demystify how we 
got here and then highlight how Americans are respond-
ing.  Americans are uniting across causes and ideologies to 
create a “canopy of hope,” with local grassroots groups 
sprouting up all over the country.   
The group will meet to discuss a section of the book.  We 
will have access to multimedia, so participants are invited 
to share articles, talks and videos that they think are rele-
vant and meaningful.  Note: Everyone is invited to attend, 
even if you can’t finish the reading. 
Thurs, Feb 8,  pp. 109-138 
Thurs, Feb 22 pp. 139-165 

Save-The-Date 
Friday, March 2, 6:30pm 
 

Community   Humanity   Friendship   Spaghetti? 
 

You are cordially invited to join the current leaders of the 
congregation for an evening of delicious spaghetti and 
sparkling conversation. 
 

Our Congregation IS this Church. We drive everything that 
happens here. So many opportunities to get involved and 
make a difference. 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, February 18 & Sat, February 24 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on the third 
Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month. There are THREE ways you can sign up 
to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Face-
book page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
Thank you to the following people for volunteering during January: Amanda Roeder, Paul Marquis, Holly Chase, Kath-
leen Collins, Lucy Bland, Stacy Woodcock, Lloyd Woodcock, Kirsten Hollard, Richard L'Heureux, Iana Plum, Alan Hans-
com, Tracy Ware, Jacob Snell, Marge Innavera, Paul and Sara Massari and Paul Marquis and Doreen Beauregard.  

Fellowship Committee 
Thank you to our January Fellowship Hosts for your hospitality, Marlene Warner and family, The 
Graniss Family, Amy and Sarah Prodanas, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, the Fritz Family, Nancy 
TenBroeck.  
Fellowship Chair Position: This is my 3rd year as the Chair of the Fellowship Committee and I’m 
ready to take on some new roles and work towards my next phase of life.  I have been home full 
time for A LONG TIME with my children and have enjoyed volunteering as a way to keep me 
busy and meeting the needs of the different communities my family is a part of.  But I’m ready to start thinking about 
my next career or at least a part-time job.  So I will be stepping down from as the Chair of Fellowship at the end of this 
church year.   
If your interested in joining the Fellowship committee or interested in the Chair positions, please join us for an infor-
mation meeting at the end of fellowship on March 18th.    
Thank you! 
The Fellowship Committee, 
Donna Fritz (Chair), Chris Finn, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Indra Milowe, and Nancy Peluso.   

Welcome Committee 
On January 12th the Welcome Committee organized a Potluck Dinner at the church 
with some of our newest members of the church.  We had about 15 adults and chil-
dren attend, the perfect size for a small gathering.  It was cold outside but inside the 
fire was burning, the food was delicious and the company was fun and engag-
ing.  One new member wrote in a thank you email:  

“Because I met new people on Friday evening, there were more people for me to talk to during social hour on 
Sunday, which made me feel more at home in the church.”  

Next the Welcome committee will be working on a date to have a breakfast potluck for the new members who could 
not attend the Friday night date. 
The Welcome Committee could use a few new members to help organize fun events like this and to help everyone who 
comes through our doors “feel more at home in the church.”  If you interested in joining the Welcome Committee, 
please email Donna Fritz at dlhayes44@hotmail.com or text 978-828-5673. 
Be well, do good deeds and keep in touch! 
The Welcome Committee: Donna Fritz (Chair), Neil Alsip, Iris Weaver and Linda Stark 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Resistance Sunday : February 25 
Leslie's Retreat Community Reenactment 2.0 
 
Mark the Occasion! Join the Ranks for a fun and informal reenactment of Colo-
nel Leslie's 1775 march to the Salem Bridge, the taunting by the townspeople, 
and the compromise crossing of the North River. We will all then retreat togeth-
er to the First Church for some warm refreshment. 
 
Join the townspeople to hurl colonial insults! Be a part of the British Army! Or stand your ground with the militia 
 
10:30am - Service at First Church in Salem concluding with the call that “The British are coming!”  
 

11:30 am - Meet at Hamilton Hall - bring your recorders and slide whistles - leave the muskets and bayonets at home. 
Be ready to walk up to a mile (weather dependent). 
 

11:45 am - Meet at First Church in Salem UU and mingle in the church yard to greet the congregants who will join the 
crowd in opposition of the British march.  
 

11:50 am - Corner of Federal and North Streets. The theatrical confrontation between Colonel Leslie and Captain Felt 
will need an angry crowd in the background. All surly colonists invited. 
 

Colonists and British soldiers are then invited back to First Church for warm drinks and refreshment (12pm-1pm). 
 

Hosted by the First Church in Salem UU, Salem Historical Society and Historic Salem Inc..  


