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Minister’s Musings 
It’s been a lovely summer here in New England amidst a tumultuous and anxious world.  The  
weather has been great locally, but the climate and national mood elsewhere has been scary and 
concerning.   
 

On Saturday, August 19, a group of us from First Church made the 
short trek down to Boston Common for the “counter protest” that 
occurred that day.  This was in response to the deeply concerning 
events that took place the weekend before in Charlottesville, VA, 
with hundreds of “alt-right” and neo-Nazi activists gathering for a 
series of protests in that city.  The events in Charlottesville turned 
dangerous and violent.  Tragically, a young woman who took part 
in the counter demonstration against the alt-right groups was 
killed and close to 20 others were injured by a white supremacist, 
who literally drove his car into a group of peaceful protesters.  By all accounts, she was a decent 
person. 
 

This then was the backdrop for the August 19 events on Boston Common, with a “free speech rally” 
hosted by regional alt-right groups scheduled for 12 noon.  While some of us were concerned about 
the potential for violence, we decided to attend anyway.  As it turned out, some 35,000 peaceful 
and almost entirely pleasant protestors showed up from all over eastern New England.  We literally 
surrounded the 40 to 50 alt-right rally participants, who forlornly stood and sat around the  
Bandstand on Boston Common until being escorted away by the Boston Police.  I was very proud to 
be a part of a community and live in a region that stands up for free speech and repudiates false 
ideologies that foster hate and separation.  Standing on Boston Common, I felt like I was among a 
sea of diverse, open-minded and decent Americans.  It made me feel less anxious and more  
patriotic. 
 

We live during a time when the values of our community matter.  Our message of compassion,  
justice and inclusion are what people need.  What we stand for as a free-thinking, progressive  
minded UU congregation is important.  As a historic congregation deeply informed by the ideals of 
freedom, reason and tolerance, the values on which the American Republic was founded, it is  
important that we find ways to be a beacon and raise our voice.   
 

I know a lot of folks who are anxious these days, a few even scared.  I know people who are not sure 
always what to believe.  They feel disoriented, uneasy and sometimes disconnected.  As a Unitarian 
Universalist congregation anchored in the Biblical tradition, we have a message and a way of being 
religious that makes a real difference.  You really can have a progressive minded and inclusive  
religious community grounded in tradition but open to the best stirrings of mind and soul.  You  
really can gather as a diverse group of folks who believe that you “don’t always have to think alike in 
order to love alike” (to paraphrase one of the great Unitarian reformers of the 16th century.)  We 
are one of those communities, and I think many of us draw considerable inspiration and strength 
from the values and people that make up this congregation. 
 

We have an active fall season in store with some new programs and staff, including our new  
Director of Music, Mr. Michael Kraft.  Please join us if you can for Homecoming Sunday and our  
annual Water Communion service on September 10.  Here’s to fall.  Here’s to the power of a loving 
and decent community.  Here’s to First Church. 
 

See you in church, 
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Stand up to your  
obstacles and do 
something about 
them.  
You will find that 
they haven't half the 
strength you  
think they have.  
 

- Norman Vincent Peale 
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September Schedule of Events 
Sun, September 3 

No Service—Labor Day Weekend 
 

Sat,  September 9 

9am Choir Rehearsal led by Don Glover 
 

Sun, September 10 
9am Choir Rehearsal led by Don Glover 
10:30am Homecoming and Water Communion Service  
Potluck Fellowship 
12pm Linden Tree Blessing 
6pm Youth Group 
 

Tue, September 12  
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
 

Thu, September 14 

6pm –7:30pm Reception for New Music Director, Michael Kraft 
 

Sun, September 17 

10:30am Service  
Annual Committee Fair 
1pm Trails and Sails 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
6pm Youth Group 
 

Wed, September 20 

7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg 
 

Sat, September 23 
9am Choir Meet and Greet with Michael Kraft followed by re-
hearsal 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, September 24 

10:30am Service 
1pm Connors Farm Corn Maze 
1pm Sails and Trails 
6pm Youth Group 
 

Thu, September 28 

4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, September 30 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
9am Choir Rehearsal led by Michael Kraft 
 

Sun, October 1 
9am Choir Rehearsal led by Michael Kraft 
10:30am World Communion Day Service 

Around the Parish 
Jeff Barz-Snell participated in the Dedication of the new 
Witch Trial Memorial at Proctor’s Ledge on July 19.  Believed 
to be the actual site where the victims were hanged, the me-
morial is a small half-moon shaped granite wall built into the 
hill along Proctor Street.  Close to 200 people were in attend-
ance at the ceremony including many descendants and sever-
al national media outlets.  Jeff’s voice was actually on NPR 
that afternoon, a dream that many UU ministers quietly har-
bor. 

General Assembly, the national meeting of the UUA, was held 
from June 21 to 25 in New Orleans this year.  Attending as 
voting delegates of the First Church this year were Jerrie Hil-
debrand and Jeff Barz-Snell.  Claire Donaldson and Helen 
Jacoby served as “remote delegates.”  This year was a “big 
GA,” since we elected a new President of our Association, the 
Rev. Susan Frederick Grey.  You can find out more infor-
mation about General Assembly here: https://www.uua.org. 

We would like to thank the members of our Music Director 
Search Committee who worked hard in May, June and July as 
we collected resumes, conducted interviews and held audi-
tions.  The Search Committee was: Ellen Brandenburg, Peter 
A. Copelas, Don Glover, Rebecca Hains, Richard L’Heureux, 
Tiffany Magnolia, Patti Roka, and Stacia Woodcock. 

Did you know that our boiler system needed to be repaired 
and we were having trouble finding a qualified and experi-
enced plumber familiar with our brand of system?  Our origi-
nal “heating system guy” passed away a few years ago.  For-
tunately Peter Eschauzier and the Property Committee 
found Bilo Plumbing.  They have experience working with the 
super high efficient gas fired boilers that we installed as part 
of our renovation project 5 years ago.   

Peter Eschauzier recently lost his sister this summer.  She 
was in her early 80’s and was surrounded by family and 
friends when she passed.   

Stephen Sawtell has finally done it: he quit smoking after 50 
years.  This difficult feat was accomplished by giving up coffee 
in the morning.  He realized that if he did not have a cup of 
coffee then his craving for a cigarette lessoned significantly.  
Hurray Stephen! 

Bob Allen has a new position at the IRS where he has worked 
for many years.  Bob is the new “Taxpayer Advocate” for the 
Boston Office, a position to which he had aspired. 

Richard L’Heureux retired from his position at the State Court 
System.  He was a staff architect for the Court System for 31 
years and was involved with the design and construction of 
many new courthouses around the state, including the Mi-
chael Ruane Courthouse right here in Salem.  He plans to re-
turn to his office “part-time” this fall, since they have asked 
him to come back.  For now, “every day feels like a Sunday.”  
Congratula-
tions Richard! 

Iana and Zach 
Plum took 
part in the 
Cardboard Box 
Overnight, a 
fundraiser in 
Hamilton to 
benefit Family 
Promise of the 

https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/elections/president
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 
 

2  

3 
No Service 
Labor Day 

4  
 

5  
 

6   
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
9am Choir Rehearsal 

10  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Homecoming 
and Water Commun-
ion Service 
Potluck Fellowship 
12pm Linden Tree  
6pm Youth Group 

11 

 

12  
12pm Lunch with Pas-
tor 

13  
 

14  
6pm Reception for New 
Music Director, Michael 
Kraft 

15  
 

16  
 

 

17  
10:30am Service 
Committee Fair 
1pm Trails and Sails 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
Dinner Team 
6pm Youth Group 

18  19  
 

20  
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
9am Choir Meet & 
Greet followed by  
rehearsal 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
Dinner Team 

24  
10:30am Service 
1pm Connors Farm  
1pm Trails and Sails 
6pm Youth Group 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
4pm Salem Pantry Bag-
ging 

29 
 

30 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
9am Salem Pantry Dis-
tribution 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

Committee Fair  
Sunday, September 17 
Ever wondered about the various committees making a 
difference here at the First Church?  Are you curious about 
how different groups are organized?  Here's your chance 
to learn more and meet some great people along the way.   
 
The Standing Committee (our board) is hosting a Com-
mittee Fair after church on Sep 17.   We will have tables 
set up and hosted by many our committees, all accompa-
nied by some tasty treats and Fair Trade coffee and tea.  
This is a great way to meet fellow members and friends 
and learn more about the many different activities and 
ministries of the congregation.  There are so many ways 
and opportunities where we can make a difference, and 
enjoy one another's company.   

North Shore.  Iana and Zach spent the night in a 
“refrigerator sized” box on Hamilton Common with a 
group of other hardy participants.  It certainly brought the 
reality of being homeless into stark relief.   

Several church members made the trip down to Boston to 
participate in the “Free Speech Rally Counter Protest” on 
Saturday, August 21.  We were part of a crowd of some 
35,000 people gathered on Boston Common to protest 
the very meager rally hosted by several “alt-right” groups.  
Our local delegation included: Max, Valentina, Theo and 
Cordie Burbank, Lynn Taggart, Russel Lane, Paul and Sara 
Massari, and Jeff Barz-Snell.  In addition, Matt Kane partic-
ipated in the Social Justice March, which gathered at Rox-
bury Community College that morning and walked 2 miles 
to Boston Common.  By the time that group arrived at 
1:45 pm, the original rally had disbanded.  All’s well that 
ends well. 
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Announcement of our New Music Director 
After a search that began this spring, the Standing Committee 
of the First Church (i.e. our Board) is delighted to announce 
that Michael Kraft has accepted our offer to become our next 
Music Director.  Michael is a longtime resident of Salem and 
has served as the Director of Music at the Dover Church, UCC 
in Dover, MA for the last 24 years, where he directed their 
choir and played most Sundays.  

Michael earned his Bachelor of Music degree in Organ Perfor-
mance from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, where he was 
a student of Garth Peacock and Lisa Crawford.  His Master of 
Music degree is from the New England Conservatory of Music, 
where he was an organ student of Yuko Hayashi.  For the last 
31 years, Michael has worked for C.B. Fisk Organ Company in 
Gloucester beginning as a pipemaker and reed voicer in 1986.  
In 2016 he became the President of C.B. Fisk, which builds 
and installs organs all over the country.  

Michael is married to Stacia, a singer and preservationist.  They live here in Salem in a 1794 home on Federal Street.  
They have three children: John, Ilsa and Oskar.  

Michael’s first Sunday with us will be October 1 as he wanted to give his current congregation 60 days notice.  This is a 
big move, for him and for us, and we are excited about what he will bring to our music and choir program.  During the 
month of September, the ever gracious and talented Don Glover will be stepping in once again as our temporary Music 
Director.  We thank him for his continued good will and patience.   

There will be more details forthcoming, but we invite you to spread the word and join us in welcoming Michael Kraft to 
the First Church.   

Stewardship Committee  
The start of the new church season is here, and the Stewardship committee has a busy year planned. As we do every 
year, we will be hosting the annual pancake breakfast in November and a Stewardship pledge drive luncheon in March. 
We’ll also be adding some new activities to our roster to foster stewardship among not only the adults in our congrega-
tion, but also our very important younger members. Be on the lookout for more information involving puppet shows, 
live auctions, homemade holiday cards, and more. 

Join us in welcoming two new members to our committee, Joe Bayne and Jess Kane. They are important additions to a 
dedicated group of folks, and you will be hearing more from them in the coming year. 

By this time of the year, we should have received the bulk of your pledge cards for fiscal year 2018. If you have not re-
turned your pledge card, you can expect one of our committee members to reach out to you. As always, thank you for 
your generosity in sharing your time, talents, and your financial gifts with First Church during fiscal year 2017. We look 
forward to working with you this coming year to make the programs of First Church even more successful. 

Should you have any questions about pledging and giving, or any suggestions as to how we can strengthen our commu-
nity through stewardship, please reach out to one of the members listed below. 

Thank you 
The Stewardship Committee 
Tommy Leon, Chair; Bob Allen, Joe Bayne, Bill Henning, Jess Kane, Russell Lane, Marlene Warner, Lloyd Woodcock 
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Views From the Garden 
While we’ve been taking a break from church over the summer, the garden has not.  Aside from tending the new Kel-
sey’s Dwarf Red–Osier dogwoods and the Juniperus horizontalis ‘Wiltonii’ in the berms, the Garden Committee has 
been busy weeding, deadheading, watering, edging, and transplanting.  We’re always somewhat surprised at how 
many volunteer hours it takes to maintain the progress we’ve made over the last few years, but the gardens are begin-
ning to fill in and mature in a way that is very satisfying.   
 

Once again, our congregation came through to help bring a large garden project into reality.  The centerpiece of the 
new berm plantings is a Sargent Prunus ‘Pink Flair’ cherry tree given by Peter A. Copelas in memory of his father, Peter 
Copelas Jr.  Our next project will focus on lower perennials and bulbs interspersed among the tree and the shrubs.   
We offer our heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated funds to purchase the plants that now greet all who pass on 
Essex Street.   
 

• The Burbank family, in memory of Dorothy “Tutu” Stupak, who loved all 

growing things 
• Genevieve Gilson and Erik Bauer, in memory of Edwin and Esther 

Westerman and Earl Gilson 
• Russell Lane, in honor of his parents 

• Nick Lewis, Kelly Tyler-Lewis, and Clementine, in memory of Margaret 

Tyler 
• Jessica Kane, in memory of Yvonne Colombe, a wonderful grandmother 

and friend 
• Charlene Long, in honor of Christina H. Long, her mother, and in honor 

of Joseph Aldrich Long, her father 
• Brenda Marean, in honor of her parents 

• Katherine and Steve Palmer, in honor of their gardener mothers, Ruth 

Wagner and Caroline Palmer 
• David Phipps, in memory of his wife, Virginia M. Phipps 

• Steve Sawtell, in memory of his loving mother Beverly R. Sawtell 

• Elizabeth Schultz and Claire Donaldson 

• Joann and Anthony Silva 

• Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart, in honor of Iris Weaver’s 

brother, Ian Tsukroff 
• In honor of the Coming of Age class of 2017, from Cynthia and Duncan Cox, Crystal Truong, Nicole McLaughlin and 

Ben Waxman, Joan Hannah, Valentina Burbank, Donna and Mike Fritz, and Liv Radue  
• In honor of the Bridging class of 2017, from Mary Collari, Crystal Truong, and Nicole McLaughlin and Ben Waxman 
 

As we’ve said often, part of our mission has been to create welcoming spaces for our congregation and for the wider 
community.  This summer we have begun to see what that looks like.  The Salem Garden Club ran their registration and 
ticket sales here on the day of their “Garden Stroll” and celebrated their volunteers in our lower garden with a recep-
tion afterward.  Our grounds hosted a lively fundraiser for Friends of Salem Sanctuary, and Oxfam held a retreat in our 
building and gardens.  Rebel Shakespeare performed, and a birthday and a graduation were celebrated, all in our gar-
den.  One of the Salem tour guides has taken to bringing his groups to sit in the shade of our front linden tree to con-
tinue his stories and to sing an old hymn.  Today we overheard him read our covenant aloud to his group and talk 
about the Unitarian Universalist congregation that began as Puritans.  While we weed and water, we watch tourists 
read the explanation of our “Black Lives Matter” sign and look at our beautiful building; some come inside the gates to 
ask questions while we work.  Through the garden we are reaching out to the world in a very real way.   
 

Your Garden Committee co-chairs, Jan Eschauzier, Mary Collari, and Lynn Taggart, and truth be told, Brenda Marean 
has become a fourth unofficial co-chair 
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From the Archives Committee 
 
Questions about the First Meetinghouse, 1634–1673 
(excerpts from current exhibit “The Five Meetinghouses of the First Church in Salem,” on display in  
the Barnard Room) 
 
Stories about this small building, now owned by the Pea-
body Essex Museum and located in the parking lot behind 
the Phillips Library and the Park Service Regional Visitor 
Center, have been told for generations—and still are. 
  
It is NOT the actual First Meetinghouse.  
  
It is NOT a replica of the First Meetinghouse (consider the 
17th-century meetinghouse constructed at the Rebecca 
Nurse Homestead and you will understand the differ-
ence). However, it has been reported over the years that 
this building “represents” the First Meetinghouse. The 
source  
of that claim is not known at this time.  
  
It is also NOT the first Quaker meetinghouse (theirs don’t 
look like this). 
  
According to a former curator of the Essex Institute, an elderly Miss Nichols informed them years ago that the building 
was “Uncle David Pingree’s cow barn and used to be located on Nichols Street off Boston Street.” An architectural histori-
an believes that there are 17th-century beams in the building. And there are more stories. 
  
What we DO know is that the First Meetinghouse was built at the intersection of Washington and Essex Streets, on the 
site of the Daniel Low Building (today, Rockefella’s). On the rear of the building, a bronze plaque marks the spot.  
  
We also DO have this from the great Salem historian Joseph B. Felt:  
“We have little knowledge of how the first building looked, but it was probably a long barn-like structure with doors on all 
four sides, but without tower or adornment of any sort.”  

  
  
The building in the center of this photo is similar to what 
Felt is describing. This is the first Universalist meeting-
house in Gloucester, built on land owned by Winthrop Sar-
gent (Judith Sargent Murray’s father) in 1780. Col. William 
Pearce, a Universalist and generous contributor to the cost 
of the new meetinghouse that replaced this one, moved 
the structure to his farm in Riverdale (shown above). 
There, he used it as a barn. The building blew down in a 
high wind in 1883. 
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Religious Education 
Welcome back to church! As much as I enjoy summer and 
look forward to it every year, I love the special magic 
around Homecoming Sunday.  The anticipation, the quiet 
excitement, and the very real spark of shared joy when we 
see our church members all gathered together again. It is a 
very effective remedy for the lament of summer’s end! 

Homecoming Sunday is our Water Communion celebration. 
Water communion is a fairly new UU tradition, originating 
in the 1980s. Unitarian Universalist Water Communion usu-
ally takes place the first Sunday in September. Members 
bring in a small container of water from someplace special 
to them. During the service the water is poured into a bowl 
and together. The combined water is symbolic of our com-
ing together and of our shared faith. 

This year for our First Church Water Communion on Home-
coming Sunday we invite children to take part in the service 
with their families. This is so families can add their special 
water to the communal bowl together.  We will offer a few 
“perks” in the service especially for children.  Childcare and 
an alternative activity will be offered for students who do 
not wish to participate in the service.  

Religious Education at the First Church is committed to 
offering an inclusive, safe and loving space for students to 
grow and explore their faith, build friendships, and be part 
of a caring community. We have lined up all the old favor-
ites like Halloween Sunday, Family Fun Night and the Christ-
mas Pageant, all of which become special childhood memo-
ries for our children and help us bond as a community. We 
are fine tuning a fall session full of outings and action - 
watch the RE Snapshot for details.  Be sure to come to 
church on Sunday, September 10th and as many Sundays as 
your family is able. You are the heart and soul of our com-
munity. See you all soon. 

Deb DiGiulio 

Director, Religious Ed 

Youth Group 
Calling all youth! We have an exciting year ahead of us 
for Youth Group. We will be meeting Sunday Septem-
ber 10th, 17th, and 24th from 6-7:30pm. Bring your 
best energy, and we will start to get our projects off 
the ground! Feel free to contact Hannah Peterson at 
firstchurchyouthadvisor@gmail.com with any ques-
tions, inspiration, or dog memes. 

Religious Education Calendar 
 

 

 

 

 

September  

September 10: Youth Group  6-7:30 

September 17: Youth Group 6-7:30 

September 24: Youth Group 6-7:30 

 

October 

October 1: World Communion Sunday/Bread Baking 
Youth -attend service or RE  

October 20: Halloween Family Fun Night 

October 29: Halloween Sunday costume parade 

 

Pageant: November & December 

November 12: Pageant casting 

November 26: Pageant parts given 

December 3: Pageant rehearsal 

December 10: Pageant Rehearsal  

December 16: Pageant dress rehearsal.  

December 17: Pageant and family Christmas party 

 

mailto:firstchurchyouthadvisor@gmail.com
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Small Potluck Dinner Groups  
A few years ago we began a successful program of small-group pot luck dinners at members' homes. These dinners 
give people a chance to meet and talk with other members of the church in an informal, relaxed setting. The groups are 
formed so that people meet with a cross section of church members. Some groups include both adults and children. 
 

We are starting a new round of dinners this fall before the holiday rush. To sign up please email or call the office at 
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or 978-744-1551.  

Linden Tree in Back Parking Lot 
 
The linden tree in the back parking lot will be removed 
in September 12. The Property Committee consulted 
with three different tree services in hopes of having the 
tree pruned and saved. However, that is not possible.  
Due diligence has been extended, and we can rest as-
sured this is the proper way to proceed. 
 
Therefore, we invite those who are interested in the 
fate of this beloved living entity, which is said to be at 
least 150 years old, to become a "tree hugger" for a few 
minutes, either on your own time, or on September 10, 
when Iris Weaver will lead us in a Shamanic journey to 
the Spirit of the Linden Tree. 
 
And, if you know of anyone, especially wood artisans, 
who would like to have portions of this tree, or if you 
have any questions, call or e-mail Charlene Long at 978-
744-6540 or CDLong@TheBuffumGroup.com. 

Henny Penny  
We are excited for  Henny Penny doors to open for the first day of 
school on September 11.  At this time we have 37 children enrolled 
for the school year, with two more joining us in January!  

At the beginning of August some capital improvements were made to 
the largest Henny Penny classroom. The old wall-to-wall carpet was 
removed to reveal beautiful Birch floors. Jay Vu Flooring replaced 
some boards with water damage, then sanded and sealed the  Come 
on up and take a peek, they look amazing!   

Mid-July we met with  outgoing Henny Penny parents Richard Jones 
and Naomi Cottrell for a design consult on how best to utilize the 
space. The new layout will be finalized the first week of September.  

Thank you to Billy McCarthy for ceiling and wall repairs. Also, we want to express our appreciation to Peter Eschauzier. 
Mr. Eschauzier always has Henny Penny on his mind when scheduling work on First Church property.  

The Henny Penny Teaching Team 

Signature Gathering Training for 
Raise Up Massachusetts 
Sunday, September 10 at 3pm 
First Church in Salem 
 
Massachusetts is on the cusp of making the $15 mini-
mum wage and Paid Family Medical Leave a reality! 
Between September 16 and November 7 120,000 signa-
tures must be collected for each item. Join ECCO, To-
gether North Shore, The North Shore Labor Council, 
MEJA North Shore and Jobs with Justice to improve the 
lives of millions of commonwealth residents. Attend 
one of several trainings in the North Shore area to learn 
about ballot campaigns, canvassing, and of course col-
lecting signatures.  

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  
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First Church Resistance Speaker Series Continues  
Friday, October 6 at 6:30pm 
 

Ethics in the CIA featuring author and former CIA officer John Kiriakou 
 

An exploration of the personal morality and rule of law in the role of  
intelligence services  
 

Friday, October 6 
6:30-7:00 Wine and Cheese Reception 
7:00-8:15 Presentation and Discussion 
 
John Kiriakou is a former CIA officer, former senior investigator for the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, and former counterterrorism consultant for ABC 
News.  

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 
Curriculum by Shirley Ann Ranck 
 
CLASSES TO BE HELD AT: First Church Salem • 316 Essex Street • Salem, MA 
FIVE SESSIONS INCLUDE: Thursday, October 5, 12, 19, 26 & November 2, 2017 from 7 - 9 pm 
 
Part I: In Ancient Times   
A five-session religious education course in feminist theology for adults and older youth 
The course is a woman honoring adult RE curriculum that examines pre-Jewish and Christian 
cultures that may have worshiped the female as divine. The concepts of equality and rever-
ence for the female in a religious setting are eye-opening to many participants. 
 
The course examines important elements of today’s women’s lives; personal, interpersonal 
and by society. It examines how our culture has been influenced by the values of dominant 
religious cultures. 
 
The primary question raised is: How would your life have been different if, when growing up, 
the divine had been imaged as female? Participants are encouraged to share their own experi-
ences and beliefs, creating trust and strong bonds of friendship. 
 
Signup Required. Must commit to all five sessions. Limited to 20 participants age 16 and older. 
 
For info or to sign-up contact:  
Melody Lee leemelody071@gmail.com  • Jerrie Hildebrand kishhilde@comcast.net   

mailto:leemelody071@gmail.com
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Family Promise  
During the week of August 20 First Church hosted Family Promise again. This would 
not have been possible without an incredible bunch of volunteers, from dedicated 
persons who were there from the start, to friends of the church who jumped in as 
they could. Many heartfelt thanks to all of you: whether you slept over, provided 
meals, or helped organize everything. All of these roles are important in helping to 
welcome our guests, in nurturing them both physically and emotionally, spiritually. 
Your contributions are so deeply appreciated.  

Volunteers Needed! 
The First Church will once open our doors to 3-4 homeless families for seven nights 
from October 1 - 8.  We will again need volunteers to make dinner, host dinner, and 
stay overnight.  Ideally, we need one male and one female to sleep over night for 
each of the seven days we are hosting the families.  Overnight volunteers have their 
own private room (one of the two offices upstairs) and a comfortable bed to sleep 
on.  To sign up please email the office or Jess Kane.  

Trails and Sails: September 17 & 24, 1pm-4pm  
Calling all First Church Tour Guides (and those who would like to be) 

“What’s behind those English Gothic walls?” That’s the question asked by hundreds of residents and 
visitors who stroll past our magnificent Meetinghouse every year. Luckily, during two Sunday after-
noons in September (Sept. 17 and 24), from 1 to 4 p.m., we will open our doors for tours of the sanc-
tuary and satisfy their curiosity.  

Our tours are part of Trails & Sails: Two Weekends of Walks and Water, a free annual event presented by the Essex Na-
tional Heritage Commission to introduce residents of Essex County to the extraordinary cultural and natural resources 
located here. Hundreds of organizations participate each year, and we will be among them!  

If you would like to lead tours or answer questions for those just stopping in for a quick look, please join us in the sanc-
tuary after the service on Sunday, September 10, once you’ve had something to eat at Fellowship Hour. You will receive 
your very own copy of the tour, and we’ll do a very quick run-through. Questions? Can’t make the 10th but would like 
to volunteer? Please contact the office if you’re interested: firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or 978-744-1551. It’s a lot of 
fun! Please join us! 

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Meeting House Flowers  
The Garden and Decorating Committee are pleased to announce several enhancements to the Communion Table Flow-
er Program: 

• Three different price points: $15, $25, $45.  

• We supply the arrangement in consultation with you.  

• Or we gratefully accept the arrangement you provide.  

• Your donation will be acknowledged in the Order of Service.  

• If possible, plant material will be re-purposed in the foyer or in the garden.  

• Committees are encouraged to participate once a year to highlight an aspect of their work.  

We hope this new program will inspire more members to celebrate an event, memorialize or honor a loved one. Sign 
Up Online! Additionally, a signup sheet will also be circulated during Fellowship Hour or you may email Catherine in the 
office at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or contact Jan Eschauzier directly at 978-969-1820 or  
janeschauzier@gmail.com.  
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Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, September 17 and Sat, September 23 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on 
the third Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month. There are THREE 
ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in 
the Barnard Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Facebook page, or 
send an email to Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the 
email list. 

Fellowship Committee 
Join the First Church community for our weekly Fellowship Hour after our Sunday wor-
ship service. Members and friends of The First Church volunteer to host Fellowship 
each week. One or two people volunteer to host the adult table in the Cleveland 
Room or the Children's Table in the Barnard Room. Some people find that co-hosting 
can be more fun and make the hosting easier. Fellowship Committee members are 
available to assist any "first-timers", or to help pair someone up with another co-host. 
Sign up online at http://bit.ly/2vBsN2y or at the Sign Up Table in the Barnard Room.  
 

Please join the Fellowship Committee for a Potluck Community Fellowship on September 10 for our annual Home-
coming Sunday Service. 

Once a Month we have a Community Fellowship, which is simply a potluck fellowship.  We ask everyone who can to 
bring one dish to share.  Simple foods to prepare, like a bowl of grapes or cheese and crackers are perfect.  For those 
who have  talent or love for cooking and want to prepare something more elaborate, we are always happy to try your 
tasty treats and will often ask for the recipe!!   Thank you in advance for bringing something to nourish our bellies as 
we come together to nourish our souls.   
 

Happy Fall! 

Donna Fritz- Fellowship Chairperson,  Stephanie Diozzi, Chris Finn, Indra Milowe, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, and Nancy 
Peluso 

Welcome Committee  
The Welcome Committee welcomes you back to First Church! 

Do you remember the first person who befriended you or spoke to you the first 
time you went to church? 

Do you remember a time when you felt really welcomed at a party or some other 
event where you didn't know anyone? 

Now is your chance to pay it forward.  We would like to challenge everyone to meet one new person every time you 
come to church.  We know it's not easy, talking to people for the first time, but weren't you glad someone said hello to 
you when you were the new face in the crowd?  A simple "hello, we haven't met yet, my name is..." is all it takes a start 
up a conversation.   

We look forward to welcoming you back this fall and we hope that each of you will help us make sure that everyone 
has been greeted by a friendly face. 

The Welcome Committee, Donna Fritz, Iris Weaver, Jeanne Petta, Linda Stark and Neil Alsip 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Homecoming Sunday and Water Communion 
Sunday, September 10 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Homecoming Sunday with Water  
Communion, with Choir and resumption of our Religious Education programs 
 

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of a new church season.  This year on our first Sunday back we will once again 
hold a water communion as part of the service.  People of all ages are invited to bring some water from their summer-
time journeys and adventures, be they far or near, to share during the service.  We will invite people to come forward 
to pour their water into a ritual bowl and celebrate the many ways we are connected by and through water. 
Note:  A great way to bring water to the service is in a used water bottle or jar.  You do not need a lot.  For the absent 
minded among us (and we've all been there), we will have water and containers on hand. 
 
Additionally, we will have our first Potluck Community Fellowship Hour of the church year. Please bring a bite to 
share!  
 


