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Minister’s Musings 
On Friday, October 6, the First Church welcomes former CIA Officer John Kiriakou as part of our 
ongoing Resistance Speaker Series. Kiriakou was one of several government officials indicted by 
the Obama Administration in 2007 under the Espionage Act, in his case for "blowing the whis-
tle" on the CIA's torture and interrogation program. Several years before the Bush Administra-
tion granted the CIA covert authorization to pursue a program of torturing captured soldiers 
and terrorists as part of our country's "War on Terror." This decision was not disclosed to the 
American people and was in violation of longstanding international treaties including the Gene-
va Conventions.  
 
By going public with this information, Kiriakou joined a growing chorus of Americans calling into 
question the policies of the American government and asking whether or not secret torture 
programs and the use off-shore prisons truly advance our country's long term interests and pro-
tect the American people. Lest we forget, our country has now been at war with both Afghani-
stan and Iraq for a longer period of time than at any point in our history.  
 
There have always been moral questions concerning the means used by our country's military 
and espionage agencies. This is inevitable in a democracy in which our public officials and na-
tional policy ultimately answer to the people. There can be a temptation by some officials in 
government to assume that the "end justifies the means," and that covert operations can and 
should be evaluated by a different set of standards. The problem with this way of thinking is 
that America seems to be creating more enemies, not less.  
 
The world is getting smaller and more interconnected. The rate at which we interact with peo-
ple and communities all over the planet has sped up. New York Times columnist Tom Friedman 
likes to describe this new reality as the world becoming more "flat." Double standards are be-
coming harder to ignore and more difficult to accept. Increasingly it is hard for our companies, 
communities and governments to have differing policies. It leads to inequities, resentments and 
unavoidable moral challenges. 
 
The well-known minister and writer William Sloan Coffin once observed that "the world is too 
small for anything but truth, and too difficult for anything but love." As world grows smaller and 
“flatter,” those words ring truer today than when they were first penned.  
 
We have an inspiring and enjoyable month of October in store. Our new Music Director, Mi-
chael Kraft begins his work with us October 1.  Then we have the CIA program on October 6, a 
story slam on October 13, and a unique “Scarlet Letter-esque” event on October 14. Plus we are 
hosting four homeless families for a week as a host congregation for Family Promise of the 
North Shore. There are so many opportunities to make a difference and enjoy ourselves along 
the way.  See you in church! 
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this is the 21st century 
and we need to redefine  
r/evolution. this planet 
needs a people’s  
r/evolution. a humanist  
r/evolution. r/evolution is 
not about bloodshed or 
about going to the  
mountains and fighting. 
we will fight if we are 
forced to but the funda-
mental goal of r/evolution 
must be peace.  
                 - Assata Shakur 
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October Schedule of Events 
 
Wed, October 4 
7pm Human Resources Committee Meeting 
 

Fri, October 6 
6:30pm Resistance Speaker Series: Ethics in CIA, John Kiriakou 
 

Sun, October 8: Indigenous People’s Day Sunday 
10:30am Service  
12pm Youth Group Event with UUCGL  
 

Tue, October 10  
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
6:30pm 350MA Northshore Cluster Meeting 
 

Fri, October 13 

5pm-8pm Parking Fundraiser 
7pm Fall Story Slam 
 

Sat, October 14 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
7pm Arthur Dimmesdale Slam 
12pm-8pm Parking Fundraiser  
 

Sun, October 15 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service  
1pm-4pm Parking Fundraiser 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Wed, October 18 

7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg 
 

Fri, October 20 
6pm Family Fun Night 
 

Sat, October 21 
10am-6pm Parking Fundraiser 
6pm Youth Group Pumpkin Carving 
 

Sun, October 22 
10:30am Service 
1pm-4pm Parking Fundraiser 
 

Thu, October 26 

4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Fri, October 27 
5pm-8pm Parking Fundraiser 
 

Sat, October 28 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
10am-6pm Parking Fundraiser 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, October 29: All Hallow’s Eve Sunday 
10:30am Service with Guest Speaker Dr. Rose Wolf 
12pm Youth Group Jack-o'-lantern Pumpkin Fundraiser 
1pm-5pm Parking Fundraiser 
 

Tue, October 31 
2pm-9pm Parking Fundraiser 

Around the Parish 
Michael Kraft begins his work with us as our new Music Director 
on Sunday, October 1.  Michael and his wife Stacia have been 
longtime residents of Salem and we are delighted he has chosen 
to come to work for First Church.   Please feel free to introduce 
yourself when you have the opportunity.  Here’s to a fun and 
music-filled fall here!   
 

David Brewster recently sent in an article about Tufts University, 
his alma mater.  David is a longtime member of First Church, 
first joining in the 1950’s.  He was on the board when Brad Gale 
was the Minister!  He’s now 97 and still lives on Columbus Ave in 
the Willows.  He wrote recently: “Although no longer able to 
participate in church activities, I’m still very much interested in 
what you are doing.  …I am one of your older members.”  Indeed 
he is!   
 

The article David sent along is from this spring’s edition of Tufts 
Magazine.  It is about “Tufts’ Lost Heritage.”  Did you know that 
Tufts was founded by P.T. Barnum and few others in 1852 as a 
seminary to train Universalist ministers?  Yes, you read that cor-
rectly.  Universalism was one of the fastest growing denomina-
tions just before and after the Civil War in this country.  Wealthy 
Universalists here in New England wanted to make sure there 
were enough well-trained clergy to serve their growing move-
ment.  At one point the Universalist Church of America was the 
fifth largest denomination in the U.S.  Today the seminary at 
Tufts (Crane Theological) has long since closed –in 1968.  But 
there is a legacy there.  Thank you David Brewster for sharing 
this interesting article.  Copies of it are available online and on 
the piano in the Cleveland Room.   
 

Tanya Stepasiuk has been busy for the last eight weeks chairing 
the “Yes on Question 1” ballot question committee here in Sa-
lem.  You might remember that Tanya had planned to run for 
City Council in Ward 2 but then decided not to for work reasons.  
She consequently turned her energies to the local “Yes on 1” 
campaign and has been very busy.  Friends of Salem Sanctuary 
has held several successful fundraisers (including a big one here 
at the First Church on August 14), and is amidst organizing a city-
wide door-knocking effort, all to educate folks about local immi-
grants and our community.  For more information, check out the 
Yes on 1 website at:   www.salemisforeveryone.com 
 
 

Jim LaRue has stepped up as the new Chair of our H.R. Com-
mittee, filling big shoes left by outgoing Chair, Katherine Palmer.  
The H.R. Committee is an important group as we have grown in 
size, activity and staff.  There are a lot of details to manage 
when it comes to payroll, benefits, policy, etc.  This is the group 
that handles much of this.   
 

The Standing Committee had their “second annual” retreat at 
the Star Island Hotel and Conference Center in the Isles of 
Shoals.  See Ben Waxman’s article.  The group gathered for con-
versation, planning, sharing and simply enjoying one another’s 
company, all amidst a spectacularly beautiful oceanic scene.  Are 
you familiar with Star Island?  You can learn more here:  
www.starisland.org/. 
 

http://www.starisland.org/
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It’s a season for walks and fundraisers.  Lots of First Church folks turned out for this year’s Taste of the Gables event held on Septem-
ber 17.  We note a trend of First Church faces appearing in a variety of marketing literature for the House of the Seven Gables.  We 
are good supporters!   
 

Charlie Phipps participated in the Walk for Hospice / Care Dimensions held at St. John’s Prep on Saturday, September 24.  Meanwhile 
Jessica Kane plans to do the same for the 4th Annual Walk to End Homelessness to benefit Family Promise, held this year on Satur-

day, October 21 at Lynch Park in Beverly. meager rally hosted by several “alt-right” groups.  Our local delegation included: Max, 
Valentina, Theo and Cordie Burbank, Lynn Taggart, Russel Lane, Paul and Sara Massari, and Jeff Barz-Snell.  In addition, Matt 
Kane participated in the Social Justice March, which gathered at Roxbury Community College that morning and walked 2 miles 
to Boston Common.  By the time that group arrived at 1:45 pm, the original rally had disbanded.  All’s well that ends well.  

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
8am Family Promise 
Move In & Set Up 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
with Michael Kraft 
10:30am World  
Communion Sunday 
6pm Youth Group 

FAMILY PROMISE 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

4  
7pm HR Committee 
Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

6   
6:30pm Resistance 
Speaker Series with 
John Kiriakou 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

8 Indigenous 

People’s Day 
Sunday 
10:30am Service 
12pm Youth Group 
Event with UUCGL 

9  
Indigenous 
Peoples Day  

10  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 
6:30pm 350MA 
Northshore Mtg  

11 

 

12  
 

13  
5pm-8pm Parking 
Fundraiser 
7pm Fall Story Slam 

14  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
7pm Arthur  
Dimmesdale Slam  
12pm-8pm Parking 
Fundraiser 

15  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
1pm-4pm 
Parking Fundraiser 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
Dinner Team 

16  
 

 

17  
 

18  
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 

19  
 

20  
6pm Family Fun 
Night 

21 
10am-6pm Parking 
Fundraiser 
6pm-8pm Youth 
Group Pumpkin Carv-
ing 

 

22 
10:30am Service 
1pm-4pm 
Parking Fundraiser 

 

23 
 

24  
 

25 
 

26 
4pm Salem Pantry 
Bagging 

27 
5pm-8pm 
Parking Fundraiser 

28 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
10am-6pm Parking 
Fundraiser 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
Dinner Team 

29 All Hallow’s 

Eve Sunday 
10:30am Service 
with guest speaker 
Dr. Rose Wolf 
12pm Youth Group 
Jack Lantern  
Fundraiser  
1pm-5pm 
Parking Fundraiser 

30 
 

 

31 
2pm-9pm 
Parking Fundraiser 
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A Tree Fell in Salem…  As many of us are aware, the large linden tree in the church’s rear parking lot came down on September 12.  
It was probably planted by members of the congregation in the 1870’s at the same time that the large linden tree in the front.  After 
consulting with several different arborists, the Standing Committee voted to take it down for safety sake and to make room for im-
provements to our rear area.  The Salem News covered the event attended not just by the tree contractor, Cicoria Tree, but several 
different local furniture makers and wood artisans.  Portions of our linden tree have been given to 6 different local crafts people in-
cluding Philip Lowe in Beverly and Tom Gagnon here in Salem.  Among other things, a wooden chalice will be turned and carved by 
Tom Gagnon for the First Church.  We would like to thank both Peter Eschauzier and Charlene Long for helping to coordinate this 
large effort, and for respectfully representing different voices and positions about the tree in our congregation. 
 

Iris Weaver led a brief but powerful shamanic blessing for the linden tree before it was cut down on Sunday, September 10.  Approx-
imately 20 of us gathered in a circle around the tree for a few minutes to acknowledge its long time presence beside our church.   

The Tree Blessing 

Cutting down.  

The Linden Tree Remade at Boston Woodturning  
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RE & Youth Group Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 
Sun, Oct 1: World Communion Sunday/Bread Baking 
Youth Worship Associates 

Sun, Oct 8: 12pm-3pm Salem Fun Day with UUCGL. 
Meet at First Church, tour Salem, pizza lunch at FC.  

Fri, Oct 20: Halloween Family Fun Night 

Sat, Oct 21: TENTATIVE Parking Fundraiser 10pm-6pm 

Sun, Oct 22: 12pm-1:30pm Youth Group Meeting 

Sat, Oct 28: TENTATIVE Parking Fundraiser 10pm-6pm 

Sat, Oct 28: Youth Group Pumpkin Carving 6pm-8pm 

Sun, Oct 29: Jack O’Lantern Fundraising  

 
Pageant: November & December 
November 12: Pageant casting 

November 26: Pageant parts given 

December 3: Pageant rehearsal 

December 10: Pageant Rehearsal  

December 16: Pageant dress rehearsal.  

December 17: Pageant and family Christmas party 

Religious Education 
Our annual Family Fun Night 
Halloween Party will be held 
on October 20th.  We will 
have lots of new games and a 
few old favorites! This year we 
will feature a variety of crafts, 
pizza, and the ever popular 
decorate- your- own- cupcake 
for dessert! We are planning 

for the quick skits, which are always a highlight of the 
evening.  We may even have a few spooky surprises! 
Our Halloween party is a big hit every year and a great 
way to make friends and build community, so be sure 
to drop by.   

In October we will begin our family series called UU at 
Home. Families today are pulled in many different di-
rections, with sports, academics, jobs, meetings and 
electronic distractions all chipping away at the valuable 
time families are able to spend together.  With the UU 
at Home series we will seek simple and meaningful 
ways for families to bring our Unitarian Universalist 
Faith into your homes. The UU at Home program will be 
completely at your own family’s pace- nothing is re-
quired and students will not have any “homework”! 
This is meant to enrich your family and not to add to 
your to do list!  

We will base the program on monthly themes. In Octo-
ber we will explore the concept of Ritual. I will send out 
an email with information and ideas. We will keep it 
simple. By exploring some of the suggestions we hope 
you will find meaning rituals that work for your family 
and deepens your time together. If you have a family 
ritual now that works please feel free to share it with 
me. 

 This program is meant to be interactive. Sharing your 
thoughts and experiences about the UU at Home pro-
gram will be a significant part of the experiment! We 
will offer informal gatherings at times other than Sun-
day mornings to either explore ideas related to the 
UU at Home or just to have fun together. So look for 
the UU at Home program to begin in October.  

Dare I say it? Happy Halloween!! 

  

The Linden Tree Remade at Boston Woodturning  
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You Make This All Happen  
From Standing Committee 
 

Your church board of directors (also known as Standing Com-
mittee) was hard at play in August with a retreat on Star Island (a 
UU mecca just off the coast of New Hampshire – worth a look). 
 

We had a great time and some very meaningful discussions over 
the day and a half trip. As we collected our ideas, we tried to 
organize them into meaningful activities that aligned with our 
vision for the Church. Committee Member Richard L’heureux 
looked at our messy list and quickly collated them into 3 mean-
ingful categories:  
 

1. Church Ministry/Mission 
2. Church Property (the building and grounds) 
3. Church Operations 

 

With this new-found clarity, we identified our priorities for the 
coming year and decided we better get out into the sunshine and 
enjoy the Island. After all, there are only so many hours you can 
sit around a table and discuss Church business. Sometimes you 
have to live it! 

 

 
 
 
 
We are looking forward to a great year ahead with a lively new 
youth program for teens, a growing Religious Education program 
for younger folks, a growing Henny Penny program for really 
young folks, a fresh approach to our Sunday music for all of us, a 
new shed to store our garden and property maintenance tools, 
and simply the most amazing and vibrant group of socially con-
scious and active community members you’d ever want to meet. 
If I may be so bold, we have ourselves to thank for that. And of 
course, we have a spry, affable, witty and soulful minister leading 
our way forward. 
 

 
This is a great time for everyone to find their calling at First 
Church. I hope you were able to attend the committee fair on 
September 17. If not or you have yet to pick your volunteer 
committee position yet, please contact Catherine Bertrand 
(firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com) and let her know what your 
interests are. We sure could use your helpful ideas and spirited 
involvement.  
With the Church growing so much, there is always something 
fun, engaging and meaningful to get involved in. 
 

Best,  
Ben Waxman 
Standing Committee Chair 

Too Beautiful Star Island 

Porch Working Group 

Smutty Nose Kayak Adventure  

First Church UU Star Power 

mailto:firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com
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New Members 
Christine Parsons Booth has lived most of her life in the Merrimack Valley/North Shore, and moved to Salem in Janu-

ary 2017. She was raised a Roman Catholic and has been a Pagan for over 30 years. Christine graduated from Northern 

Essex Community College in 1986 with an Associate Degree in Nursing. In 1993 she completed a BS at UMass Lowell; in 

1995 she completed an MS at UMass Worcester; and in 2001 she completed a Post Master’s in Family Practice at the 

University of Kentucky, Lexington. Christine is a Nurse Practitioner and works in Danvers. She has one daughter, Bliss 

Suzanne Parson who lives in Somerville. Hobbies include cooking, singing, and yoga.  

Jo Ann Augeri Silva was born and raised in Central Connecticut, and graduated from the University of Connecticut. She 

moved to Marblehead in 1970, and has been an active community volunteer, including Zoning Board of Appeals, Mar-

blehead Festival of Arts, Marblehead Cultural Council, Driftwood Garden Club, and co-curator with Anthony Silva of 

Stetson Art Gallery. She has been an active Unitarian Universalist for 38 years. Her professional career has been based 

both in community and business journalism and in not-for-profit public relations, public affairs, and development. After 

retirement, she attended Harvard Extension School and is ABT for an ALM in English Literature. She is the author of 

“Self Advocacy: The Ultimate Teen Guide,” published in 2007 by Scarecrow Press. Jo Ann is a Vine reviewer for Ama-

zon, an active gardener, a less than active watercolorist, an avid reader, a member of the Calla Lily women’s chorus, 

and an enthusiastic traveler. She is married to Anthony Silva, and they are the parents of a son and daughter, and Nani 

and Vovo to 10 splendid young people ranging in age from 3 to 19. 

Anthony Silva is a lifelong resident of the North Shore and a longtime UU. Anthony grew up in Peabody, spent much of 

his youth in Salem and has resided in Marblehead since 1970. He has been an active Unitarian Universalist for more 

than 45 years. A graduate of Emerson College, he was a news anchor, business editor and reporter for WBZ News Ra-

dio for 36 years and delivered business reports on WBZ-TV for 7 years. He is the founder of the me&thee coffeehouse 

in Marblehead, which has been presenting Friday night acoustic music for 47 seasons. He is currently the chair of the 

Marblehead Cultural Council and a past president of the Marblehead Festival of Arts, and was co-curator, with Jo Ann 

Silva, of Stetson Art Gallery. He is married to JoAnn Augeri Silva and they have 2 children, and are VoVo and Nani to 10 

children aged 3 to 19. He enjoys yoga, biking and world travel.  

Henny Penny  
The school year is off to a great start with a full house of 38 families at Henny Penny. It has been exciting to witness 
how the renovation of our main classroom has greatly influenced the energy in the room. The Henny Penny teaching 
team participated in a "Reggio Emilia-Inspired" professional development training in May. The facilitator emphasized 
how the classroom environment is our "Third Teacher" offering concrete engaging experiences for the children, with-
out overwhelming them with too many choices and/or clutter.  We noticed the first week of school how the new floor 
plan is helping the children to remain noticeably calmer then in years past.  Henny Penny families continue to comment 
on how amazed and pleased they are with the transformation.  The hardwood floors always look clean in comparison 
to the old carpet, and we are confident everyone is thankful the wall-to-wall carpet was removed when we experi-
enced our first bout of the stomach bug.  The ease of cleaning the wood floor versus carpet is greatly appreciated! 
 
We hosted our first Henny Penny Family Night on September 26th.  The evening focused on different ways preschool-
ers develop math skills.  The event was well attended with 30 people tackling attribute blocks, traditional wooden unit 
blocks, magnatiles, puzzles, matching & sorting manipulatives and more.  Henny Penny will host a family event nearly 
every month to give working families an opportunity to build a stronger home to school connection.  In October we will 
visit the Salem Fire Department, Salem Library, and reconnect with the Council on Aging for Seniors, Songs, and Stories.  
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Stewardship Committee  
October is here! 
As we all know, Salem gets very busy this time of year, and activities abound, including here at First Church.  

Sunday, October 22, will see the debut of our new editorial series on Stewardship lead by Lloyd Woodcock. He’ll be 
using his considerable theatrical talents to inform, enlighten, and entertain our children and youth (and adults)—
teaching us more about Stewardship at First Church in the process. Do not miss this show. 

Also in October, Lloyd will be calling for volunteers to help with our pancake breakfast. The date for this annual com-
munity get-together is Sunday, November 12; we look forward to seeing you all there.    

We stated this last month, but it bears repeating: By this time of the year, we should have received the bulk of your 
pledge cards for fiscal year 2018. If you have not returned your pledge card, you can expect one of our committee 
members to reach out to you. 

And as always, thank you for your generosity in sharing your time, talents, and your financial gifts with First Church. It is 
you, the members who continue to make First Church a vibrant force for good in our community. 

The Stewardship Committee 

Tommy Leon, Chair; Bob Allen, Joe Bayne, Bill Henning, Jess Kane, Russell Lane, Marlene Warner, Lloyd Woodcock 

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  

October 13, 14, 15, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 31. See sign up for times.  
 

Last year under the leadership of Mary Collari, the First Church 
made $3,600 in October simply by having parking spots in 
downtown Salem.  We are hoping to do our October Parking 
Fundraiser again.   
To sign up for a slot, see the sign up sheet in the Barnard Room 
or email Helen Jacoby hkjacoby@gmail.com. This is an easy and 
fun way for First Church to raise a little bit of money to further 
our mission.   

October Parking Fundraiser 

Tent Talks Present by The Salem Award Foundation 

The Salem Award Foundation for Human Rights and Social Justice has again organized free, 15-minute “Tent Talks” 
Thursdays at noon in the Salem Witch Trials Memorial off Charter Street. Prominent area leaders will talk about issues 
of the day, about historical issues, and about societal questions. All are welcome to take a mid-day break, listen, and 
reflect. 
5 October: Commemorating Proctor’s Ledge, the Execution Site of the Salem Witch Trials  
by Emerson “Tad” Baker, Interim Dean of the Schools of 
Graduate and Continuing Education, Salem State Universi-
ty. 
12 October: Leveling the Playing Fields for Low Income and 
First Generation Students 
by Linda Saris, Executive Director, LEAP for Education 
19 October: Salem State’s Sense of Place by John Keenan, 
President, Salem State University 
26 October: Does Art Create Social Change?  
by Austen Barron Bailly, George Putnam Curator of American Art, Peabody Essex Museum 

mailto:hkjacoby@gmail.com
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Fall Story Slam  
Friday, October 13  
7:00 pm Gathering, 7:30 Story-Telling 
BYO Appetizers and Beverages 
 

Join us for an evening of fun and fright as we tell stories.  Given we 
will gather on Friday the 13th in October, in Salem, the theme will be 
stories of “Superstition and Luck.”  Real life ghost stories are encour-
aged!   
 

Hosted by Liv and David Radue, who will “appear” just for the night. 

Family Promise: We Walk to End Homelessness 
Saturday, October 21 
On Saturday, October 21, join neighbors and friends to support Family Promise. 

The 4
th

 Annual Walk begins and ends at seaside Lynch Park. Enjoy coffee and 
breakfast pastries before heading off for a scenic 3-mile loop along the shore and 
through downtown Beverly. Tee-shirt pick-up starts at 8:00 a.m. 
Helping families who experience homelessness has never been so easy or enjoya-
ble. Please join us and show your support! Register or donate online, and find out 
more at www.familypromisensb.org.  

Family fun night Halloween party 
Friday, October 20, 6:00pm 

 

Come in costume and be ready for some spooky fun.  
We will have games, crafts and some special surprises.  

Requested donations of $5/person or $10/family for pizza being provided.  
Thank you!!! 

Arthur Dimmesdale Slam 
October 14, 2017, 7:00 pm 
You probably haven’t read The Scarlet Letter since high school, but admit it, since then you’ve fantasized about a bunch 
of comic actors gathering in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s actual church to give their versions of Reverend Dimmesdale’s clas-
sic sermon berating the townies for their evil ways! Join us for the first annual Arthur Dimmesdale Slam and see if we 
can make Salem’s most famous author rotate in his grave! 
$15/person. Note: Some language may be above family-friendly levels. 

http://www.familypromisensb.org/
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Family Promise  
Volunteers Needed! 
The First Church will once open our doors to 3-4 homeless families for seven nights from 
October 1 - 8 and again from November 12-18.  We will again need volunteers to make 
dinner, host dinner, and stay overnight.  Ideally, we need one male and one female to 
sleep over night for each of the seven days we are hosting the families.  Overnight vol-
unteers have their own private room (one of the two offices upstairs) and a comfortable 

bed to sleep on.  To sign up please go to this link: 
http://signup.com/go/ZXGsrby  
  

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, October 15 and Sat, October 28 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on the third 
Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month. There are THREE ways you can sign up 
to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Face-
book page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
 
Thank you to the following people for volunteering during September: Doreen Beauregard, Holly Chase, Peter Copelas, 
Paul Marquis, Amanda Roeder, and Chris Weiss 

Fellowship Committee 
Join the First Church community for our weekly Fellowship Hour after our Sunday 
worship service. Members and friends of The First Church volunteer to host Fellow-
ship each week. One or two people volunteer to host the adult table in the Cleve-
land Room or the Children's Table in the Barnard Room. Some people find that co-
hosting can be more fun and make the hosting easier. Fellowship Committee mem-
bers are available to assist any "first-timers", or to help pair someone up with an-
other co-host. Sign up online at http://bit.ly/2vBsN2y or at the Sign Up Table in the 
Barnard Room.  
 

Once a Month we have a Community Fellowship, which is simply a potluck fellow-
ship.  We ask everyone who can to bring one dish to share.  Simple foods to pre-
pare, like a bowl of grapes or cheese and crackers are perfect.  For those who have  talent or love for cooking and want 
to prepare something more elaborate, we are always happy to try your tasty treats and will often ask for the reci-
pe!!   Thank you in advance for bringing something to nourish our bellies as we come together to nourish our souls.   
 

Happy Fall! 

Donna Fritz- Fellowship Chairperson,  Stephanie Diozzi, Chris Finn, Indra Milowe, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, and Nancy 
Peluso 

http://signup.com/go/ZXGsrby
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Meeting House Flowers  
The Garden and Decorating Committee are pleased to announce several enhancements to the Communion Table Flow-
er Program: 

• Three different price points: $15, $25, $45.  

• We supply the arrangement in consultation with you.  

• Or we gratefully accept the arrangement you provide.  

• Your donation will be acknowledged in the Order of Service.  

• If possible, plant material will be re-purposed in the foyer or in the garden.  

• Committees are encouraged to participate once a year to highlight an aspect of their work.  

We hope this new program will inspire more members to celebrate an event, memorialize or honor a loved one. Sign 
Up Online! Additionally, a signup sheet will also be circulated during Fellowship Hour or you may email Catherine in the 
office at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or contact Jan Eschauzier directly at 978-969-1820 or  
janeschauzier@gmail.com.  

Small Potluck Dinner Groups  
A few years ago we began a successful program of small-group pot luck dinners at members' homes. These dinners 
give people a chance to meet and talk with other members of the church in an informal, relaxed setting. The groups are 
formed so that people meet with a cross section of church members. Some groups include both adults and children. 
 

We are starting a new round of dinners this fall before the holiday rush. To sign up please email or call the office at 
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or 978-744-1551.  

Postponed to January: Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 
Curriculum by Shirley Ann Ranck 
 

CLASSES TO BE HELD AT: First Church Salem • 316 Essex Street • Salem, MA 
January 2018 
 

Part I: In Ancient Times   
A five-session religious education course in feminist theology for adults and older youth 
The course is a woman honoring adult RE curriculum that examines pre-Jewish and Christian 
cultures that may have worshiped the female as divine. The concepts of equality and reverence 
for the female in a religious setting are eye-opening to many participants. 
 

The course examines important elements of today’s women’s lives; personal, interpersonal and 
by society. It examines how our culture has been influenced by the values of dominant religious 
cultures. 
 

The primary question raised is: How would your life have been different if, when growing up, the 
divine had been imaged as female? Participants are encouraged to share their own experiences 
and beliefs, creating trust and strong bonds of friendship. 
 

Signup Required. Must commit to all five sessions. Limited to 20 participants age 16 and older. 
 

For info or to sign-up contact: Melody Lee leemelody071@gmail.com  • Jerrie Hildebrand kishhilde@comcast.net   

Social Justice Committee 
Social Justice Committee works on Yes on 1: Help Salem pass the Sanctuary for Peace ordinance 
on November 7th. We've got lawn signs and stickers. There are opportunities to canvass, phone 
call, hold signs, enter data, and more. Talk with Tanya Stepasiuk, email salemsanctu-
arynow@gmail.com, or visit www.salemisforeveryone.com to sign up. 

mailto:leemelody071@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Church Resistance Speaker Series Continues  
Friday, October 6 at 6:30pm 
 

Ethics in the CIA featuring author and former CIA officer John Kiriakou 
 

An exploration of the personal morality and rule of law in the role of  
intelligence services  
 

Friday, October 6 
6:30-7:00 Wine and Cheese Reception 
7:00-8:15 Presentation and Discussion 
 
John Kiriakou is a former CIA officer, former senior investigator for the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and former counterterrorism  
consultant for ABC News.  
 
A Free program with donations accepted. 
Sponsored by First Church in Salem, UU as part of its ongoing  
2017 “Resistance” Speaker Series. 


