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DAYLIGHT  

SAVINGS: TURN 

BACK THE CLOCKS 

AT 2AM  

NOVEMBER 5.  

—————————- 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: 

SUN, NOVEMBER 12 

9AM-10:30AM 

October 31 is not just Halloween but also a worldwide ecumenical observance.  Refor-
mation Day marks the anniversary of an event that has had far-reaching effects on the his-
tory of the West and the world as we know it.  500 years ago this week a young Saxon 
monk by the name of Martin Luther nailed his “The Ninety-Five Theses” to the main door 
of All Saints Church (Die Stadkirche) in Wittenberg, Germany. And so began one of the 
more significant events of the last 1,000 years: the Protestant Reformation. 

The timing of Luther’s act of defiance was no accident.  This first act of protest occurred on 
the day before All Saint’s Day, what we here in North America call All Hallows Eve or Hal-
loween.  All Saint’s Day (November 1) and All Soul’s Day (November 2) have been special 
holidays set aside for more than 1,200 years for remembrance and veneration of dearly 
departed loved ones.  Considerable legend and theology built up around these ancient 
observances, including beliefs and practices that involved supposedly helping the de-
ceased get into heaven.  Over the centuries, the Church introduced the notion of purgato-
ry, an otherworldly “weigh station” where souls who lived less than exemplary lives would 
go while their ultimate fate was being decided.  The Church also began to give out and lat-
er sell “indulgences,” by which Church authorities could award or “credit” departed souls 
with “merit,” thus increasing the likelihood that they would gain entrance into a heavenly 
afterlife.  This bizarre cosmology of sorts became a major source of revenue for the medie-
val church in Europe, and it is these sorts of innovations, or corruptions, in church doctrine 
that prompted an idealistic young monk to go public with his simmering frustrations.  
Clearly Martin Luther was not alone in his protests: within a few years his declaration had 
been circulated throughout Europe (thanks to the invention of the printing press several 
decades before).  Thus the new protest movement went “viral,” one that focused on the 
nature of Jesus and salvation, and asked enduring questions about ecclesiastical authority 
and morality that have reverberated down through the centuries. 

500 years later the specific protests of the early Protestants have prevailed more or less, 
but there remain real challenges and questions about the nature of the Church and its 
doctrines.  To this day, some of us question the Church’s positions on homosexuality and 
the treatment of women and children.  Even so, I find these days that the biggest divisions 
are not always between Catholic and Protestant, or Christian and Jew, etc., but rather be-
tween those who yearn to transform the world and those who wish to keep it as it is: the 
visionaries versus the status quo.  The human tendency to draw lines of distinction among 
ourselves is still all too prevalent.   

There is at the heart of Christianity, Judaism and from what I can tell Islam, this ancient 
assumption that the world can be better than it is and we have a role to play in that trans-
formation. This is especially true in our own diverse movement, the “Protestantism of 
Protestantism.”  While many of us have moved away from traditional church doctrine to 
varying degrees, we all must still wrestle with the nature of belief and authority.  These 
are some of the questions that our own movement has held up over the decades, as part 
of the reform wing within Protestantism. After all, some of us believe that the real goal of 
religion is not to get humanity into heaven, but rather heaven into humanity, and such 

Continued on page 3 
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November Schedule of Events 
 

Sun, November 4 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, November 5: Daylights Savings 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
10:30am All Souls Candlelighting Service  
 

Wed, November 8  
7pm HR Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, November 9  
6:30pm Youth Group Cooking for Family Promise 
7pm Pickering Lecture 
 

Sat, November 11 
9am Garden Bulb Planting & Clean Up  
 

Sun, November 12 
8am Family Promise Move In & Set Up 
9am Pancake Breakfast 
10:30am Service  
Pageant Casting During Religious Education 
11:45am New Member Orientation 
 

Tue, November 14  
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
 

Wed, November 15 

7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, November 16 

4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, November 18 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
9am RAIN DATE: Garden Bulb Planting & Clean Up  
 

Sun, November 19: Thanksgiving Sunday  
Family Promise Move Out and Clean Up 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service  
Thanksgiving Community Fellowship Hour 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
7pm-9pm Youth Group Dinner Meeting 
 

Sat, November 25 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, November 26 
10:30am Service 
11:45am New Member Orientation 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal  
7pm-9pm Youth Group Dinner Meeting  
 

Around the Parish 

Tanya Stepasiuk has been busy for the last eight weeks 
chairing the “Yes on Question 1” ballot question com-
mittee here in Salem.  You might remember that Tanya 
had planned to run for City Council in Ward 2 but then de-
cided not to for work reasons.  She consequently turned 
her energies to the local “Yes on 1” campaign and has 
been very busy.  Friends of Salem Sanctuary has held sev-
eral successful fundraisers (including a big one here at the 
First Church on August 14), and is amidst organizing a city-
wide door-knocking effort, all to educate folks about local 
immigrants and our community.  For more information, 
check out the Yes on 1 website at:   
www.salemisforeveryone.com 

Peter Eschauzier has with the preparations and installa-
tion of the church’s new storage shed in our back parking 
lot. This is been the Property Committee’s largest project 
for the year and lots of people have contributed to making 
it a success. This includes Peter and Jan Eschauzier, Lynn 
Taggart, Russell Lane. Jim Ognibene, and many others.   

Speaking of property, we would like to thank Paul Marquis 
and John Ninneman for repairing the cracked concrete 
sidewalk by the main office door. This crack grew larger 
over the summer so we are grateful these members of the 
Property Committee patched it so capably before winter 
sets in. 

Did you know that Linda Stark is taking a 12 week 
“Citizens’ Police Academy” program through the Salem 
Police Department? This community seminar introduces 
local residents to many different aspects of our local law 
enforcement and criminal justice system. Apparently they 
even make a visit to the Middleton Jail. 

Continued on page 4 
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N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
 

2  
 

3 
 

4  
9am Choir Rehearsal 

5  
DAYLIGHT  
SAVINGS 

9am Choir Rehearsal  
10:30am All Souls Candle 
Lighting Service 

6   
 

7  8  
7pm HR Com-
mittee Meeting  

9  
6:30pm Youth 
Group 
7pm Pickering 
Lecture 

10  
 

11 

9am Garden Blub 
Planting and Clean Up 

12  
8am Family Promise Move 
In & Set Up 
9am Pancake Breakfast 
10:30am Service 
11:45am New Member 
Orientation 
Pageant Casting During RE 

 
FAMILY PROMISE 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

14  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

15  
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

16  
4pm Salem Pantry 
Bagging 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

18  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
9am RAIN DATE: Gar-
den Blub Planting and 
Clean Up 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

19  
Family Promise Move Out 
and Clean Up 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service  
Thanksgiving Community  
Fellowship Hour 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
Team 
7pm Youth Group Dinner 

20  
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Thanksgiving 

24  
 

25 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
Dinner Team 

 

26 
10:30am Service 
11:45am New Member 
Orientation 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
7pm Youth Group Dinner 

27 
 

28 
 

29  
 

30 
 

 

  

Musings Continued from page 1 

transformation is not easy.  Indeed, to return to Luther, it may only be truly effected by a source of love and grace that is not 
our own.  We are all, after all, on a journey. 

November brings a virtual cornucopia of opportunities for celebration, community, service and giving thanks.  Happy 
Thanksgiving and see you in church. 
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Helen Jacoby has led the way on our October parking fundraiser and we are grateful 
for her leadership and efforts.  Thank you to everyone who volunteered for a two hour 
shift.  

Standing Committee Member Brenda Marean may very well win the local award this 
year for the “Best Way to Spend the Month of October.”  She rented out her home 
here on Dearborn Street and then turned around and rented a small house in Flor-
ence… Italy… for the whole month.  Not only that, but she signed up for a multi-week 
cooking class while residing in the city where the Renaissance began.  Go Brenda! Y 
Benvenuto a casa! 

Michael Kraft has hit the ground running as our new Music and Choir Director.  We 
have received many compliments about the scintillating organ music wafting from the 
balcony.  And there’s plenty more in store.  Welcome Michael!   

Rose Wolf once again created and led our annual All Hallow’s Eve service.  The theme 
was the role of the sacred fool in the history of the church and the West in general.  
Amidst the punditry and drollery there was even a raffle of sorts hidden in the orders 
of service.  Two people won surprise gifts in keeping with the theme of the day: Bob 
Soucy won a book and Jan Eschauzier won a perfectly foolish bottle of Pinot Noir, pre-
sented to her by Dr. Wolf herself during Fellowship Hour. 

 

 

This year’s Halloween Family Fun Night was held on Friday, October 20 and everyone 
in attendance had a great time.  Special Thanks to Bob Soucy, Valentina Burbank and 
Deb DiGuilio for planning such a festive and spooktacular gathering.   

Around the Parish Continued from page 2 
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RE & Youth Group Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pageant: November & December 

November 9, 6:30-9pm 
Youth Group Cooking for Family Promise 

November 12: Pageant Casting After Fellowship 

November 19: During RE Pageant Rehearsal 
7pm-9pm Youth Group Dinner Meeting 

November 26: During RE Pageant Rehearsal 
7pm-9pm Youth Group Dinner Meeting 

December 3: Pageant Rehearsal 

December 10: Pageant Rehearsal 

December 16: Pageant Dress Rehearsal 

December 17: Pageant and Family Christmas party 

Religious Education 
Goodbye to October and wel-
come November. I think the 
switch from October to Novem-
ber is one of the biggest ideo-
logical shifts in the calendar. 
Goodbye to silly scary Hallow-
een, goodbye to fall soccer, 
student football and, sadly, 
goodbye to any remaining 
leaves on the trees and warm 

sunny fall days (and of course goodbye to much of our 
daylight!). Welcome to the more solemn Veterans Day 
and family centered Thanksgiving. That said I love Novem-
ber. November is not quite Winter, with no “big” holiday 
and its associated commercial and social pressures.  No-
vember is a time to reconnect with family and friends. A 
time to gather in and hold close those who are dearest to 
us, a time to reflect and recharge for what comes next. 

Religious Education is continuing our exploration of kind-
ness in all its forms.  Kindness to our friends, to our fami-
lies, and to ourselves (nobody is perfect-everyone makes 
mistakes). We will expand the idea this month to include 
people less like ourselves and those who we may find par-
ticularly difficult to like. This theme is a direct examination 
of our first four UU Principles: 

• We believe that each and every person is important. 

• We believe that all people should be treated fairly and 

kindly.  

• We believe that we should accept one another and keep 

on learning together. 

• We believe that each person must be free to search for 

what is true and right in life. 

Religious Education has added a Junior Youth Group. This 
group of 6-8th graders meet on Sunday mornings with 
either Max or myself as lead. Our plans for November 
include Internet Truths and Fake News, a selfie scavenger 
hunt in the church and Thanksgiving Sunday baking.  Plans 
are in the works for other events large and small. 

Believe it or not we are gearing up for the annual Christ-
mas Pageant! On November 12 we will be casting for the 
Pageant. This simply means students who wish to be part 
of this year’s Christmas Pageant meet with Max Burbank 
to let him know their interest. Max will be in Willson Hall 
right after Fellowship.  Parents should accompany the 
students. The Pageant Schedule is included in the Reli-
gious Education calendar. 

Happy Thanksgiving, 
Deb DiGiulio, Director of Religious Education 
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Henny Penny  
October at Henny Penny was filled with outdoor play in the garden, collaborative art projects, music and fun!   We have 
been taking advantage of the above normal temperatures the first weeks of October by exploring the First Church gar-
den area with squishy balls, hula hoops, dinosaurs, race cars, and more!  Grace Pierce (sister of Brenda Marean) sent us 
two monarch butterfly caterpillars, and we watched them feed on milkweed leaves, form their chrysalides, and emerge 
as butterflies.  What a treat!  The children were amazed to see the transformation.  We spent a morning celebrating 
the butterflies and releasing them into the garden. 
 
We are excited to have Patty Gomez Castillo as our student teacher this fall.   Patty is enrolled at North Shore Commu-
nity College, and is completing her Field Placement requirements at Henny Penny now through early December.  Patty 
has been translating some Mexican folk songs for us, and the class favorite is "El Chocolate".   
 
Henny Penny hosted its second Family Night of the year on October 19th.  The evening focused on a variety of fun ac-
tivities which are simple, fun, and promote early literacy skills for preschoolers.  Family members used pipe cleaners to 
spell names, placed sequencing cards in order, retold stories at the flannel board and more!  The family events have 
been well attended.  We will continue them with our annual Thanksgiving Parade in November and Holiday Songfest in 
December for Family Events. 

Garden Committee 
As the growing season winds down, we have scheduled a bulb-planting/fall 
cleanup day for Saturday, November 11, with a rain date for the following Sat-
urday, November 18.  We hope to have enough volunteers to cut back dormant 
perennials, plant a few hundred (!) small spring bulbs in the two new front 
beds, and do a general cleanup before winter sets in.  Aside from the accom-
plishment, it’s great time to chat with others outside of Fellowship after 
church, and a good way for teens to put in some community service as well.  If 
you’ve got even an hour to contribute it will really help.  Children old enough to 
help/play are welcome, but babysitting is not provided.   

The front linden tree needed some urgent attention due to a split in the trunk 
that presented some risk over the sidewalk and street.  A large branch was cut 
back and the remainder of it was cabled back to the main trunk to remedy the 
situation.  We have the property committee, especially Peter Eschauzier, to 
thank for heading up this project, but it paled in comparison to the removal of 
the linden behind the church and the new shed.  Again, Peter did yeoman’s 
duty in organizing, hiring, supervising, measuring, and physical labor to get it all 
done.  The new shed, being larger, is now home not just to garden tools, but to 
the snow blower, lawnmower, gasoline, and the generator.  So many people 
helped with these projects that it would be impossible to name them all, but the main movers and shakers, aside from 
Peter, were Russell Lane, Chris Finn, Jan Eschauzier, Lynn Taggart, and Jim Ognibene. 

Our focus is now on transitioning from summer to fall to winter containers at the entrances, with the winter arrange-
ments taking the most time, plant material, and effort.  If you have evergreens that could use some pruning right after 
Thanksgiving, please keep us in mind.  We’ve found through trial and error that spruce and pine make it through our 
winter the best, and we need lots of it to make the containers look good through the long cold season until spring 
plants are available.   

Your Garden Committee co-chairs, Jan Eschauzier, Mary Collari, and Lynn Taggart -and truth be told, Brenda Marean 
has become a fourth unofficial co-chair 
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WARRANT 

To the Members of the First Congregational Society: 

You are hereby notified that a Special Meeting of the 

First Congregational Society in Salem will be held in 

the  Meeting House of the church at  

316 Essex Street, Salem, Massachusetts, 

on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017,  

directly after the morning Service,  

for the following purpose: 

To vote upon and welcome new  

members into the Society. 

By order of the Standing Committee. 

Membership Committee & Clerk of the Society 
The maintenance of the membership roll for the First Congrega-
tional Society in Salem (Society) is the responsibility of the Clerk 
with assistance from the Membership Committee. The current by
-laws of the Society allows for removal from membership in the 
Society only if someone dies or makes a written request to the 
Clerk.  

Each year the Society pays an assessment to the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association. This is based on the number of members in our 
congregation. In an attempt to reflect an accurate count, the 
Membership Committee is attempting to reach out to individuals 
for feedback on their membership status and inclusion in the 
Church Directory. 

After the new member meeting on December 3rd there will be a 
short special meeting to vote on changing the status of members 
who have requested this, and for those who we haven’t heard 
from. The list of individuals will be available in mid-late Novem-
ber and will be printed in the weekly Herald and in the Order of 
Service.  

If you would like to discuss this process with the Membership 
Committee, please reach out to any one of us. We are certainly 
trying to err on the side of caution in this process. 

Membership Committee: Mary Krigbaum (chair), Eric Kenney, Bill 
Henning 

From the Standing Committee: We Are Authentic and Resilient 
This month’s missive from Standing Committee (the Church Board of Directors) is about what our Church has done 
for us lately. I’m thinking we are all experiencing some choppy waters these days. We’ve seen choppy waters be-
fore, but these waters are a bit different. The currents are really unfamiliar.  

Reading the news, observing the disconnect between groups of people, engaging the challenge of listening to the 
“other side” of an issue. These experiences can be disconcerting.  

What prompts us to be members of this community? What prompts us, as individuals and as a community, to 
want to lend a hand to others, understand who they are and what their needs are, engage in difficult dialogue?  

The motivation to be authentic in our interactions and engage with each other underpins our Church community. 
This is our approach to the choppy waters. This is our approach to navigating the unfamiliar currents. 

When we experience personal turbulence or societal turbulence, we have somewhere to turn. We have a commu-
nity where we know we will be heard and a hand will be offered. 

Being involved here at First Church in an authentic way means we listen to others and we ourselves are listened 
to. And in that, we find the reliance we all need to forge ahead. 

Join a committee. Get involved. Find ways to be more a part of this community. The rewards are clear.  

We endeavor to be authentic and resilient. 

Yours, 
Ben Waxman 
Chair, Standing Committee 

WARRANT 

To the Members of the First Congregational Society: 

You are hereby notified that a Special Meeting of the 

First Congregational Society in Salem will be held in 

the Meeting House of the church at  

316 Essex Street, Salem, Massachusetts, 

on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017,  

directly after the Special Meeting,  

for the following purpose: 

To act upon a report from the  

Membership Committee regarding inactive members. 

By order of the Standing Committee. 
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Stewardship Committee  
Stewart’s Ship and Stewardship 

On Sunday, October 22, Lloyd Woodcock and his sidekick, Stewart, entertained us during the children’s sermon. During 
the show we were introduced to Stewart’s Ship and we learned more about Stewardship at First Church. There will be 
regular updates from Stewart and his ship, so stay tuned. 

The next big thing for the Stewardship committee is the annual fall pancake breakfast on Sunday, November 12. We 
are actively looking for volunteers to help us, so see the sign-up sheet in the Barnard room or speak to one of the com-
mittee members. 

If you have not returned your pledge card for Fiscal Year 2018, we are still accepting them. One of our committee 
members will reach out to you to make the process as simple as possible. If you have any questions, please ask. 

And as always, thank you for your generosity in sharing your time, talents, and your financial gifts with First Church. 
First Church is not afraid to sail into uncharted waters, and you are the reason that we stay afloat. 

The Stewardship Committee 

Tommy Leon, Chair; Bob Allen, Joe Bayne, Bill Henning, Jess Kane, Russell Lane, Marlene Warner, Lloyd Woodcock 

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church  

Lecture by Ambassador Emeritus Thomas R. Pickering 
Thursday, November 9, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Russia and the United States: Marriage, Separation, Divorce? 
Ambassador Pickering served as the U.S. Ambassador and Representative to the United Na-
tions in New York under President George H.W. Bush. He led the U.S. effort to build a global 
coalition in the UN Security Council during and after the first Gulf War. He also served as the 
U.S. Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs under President Bill Clinton. He holds the 
personal rank of Career Ambassador, the highest in the U.S. Foreign Service. In a diplomatic 
career spanning five decades, he was U.S. ambassador to the Russian Federation, India, Isra-
el, El Salvador, Nigeria, and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. He also served on assign-
ments in Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. In Washington, Tom was Assistant Secretary 
of State for the Bureau of Oceans, Environmental and Scientific Affairs, Executive Secretary 
of the Department of State, and Special Assistant to Secretaries of State William P. Rogers and Henry A. Kissinger. Tom 
serves as a Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution and is presently Vice Chair of the international con-
sulting firm, Hills & Company.  
 
Reception and Lecture Details: 
 
5:30pm Pre-lecture Cocktail Party with the Ambassador at 18 Broad Street, Salem 
$75 pp, $125 per couple (includes lecture)  
 
7:00pm Lecture at First Church in Salem at 316 Essex Street, Salem 
$25 for Pickering Foundation members; $35 for non-members  
 
Space is limited...reserve early! Contact Email: pickeringhouse1@gmail.com; Phone: (978) 744-4777  
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Postponed to January: Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 
Curriculum by Shirley Ann Ranck 
CLASSES TO BE HELD AT: First Church Salem January 2018 
Part I: In Ancient Times   
A five-session religious education course in feminist theology for adults and older youth 

The course is a woman honoring adult RE curriculum that examines pre-Jewish and Christian 
cultures that may have worshiped the female as divine. The concepts of equality and reverence 
for the female in a religious setting are eye-opening to many participants. 

The course examines important elements of today’s women’s lives; personal, interpersonal and 
by society. It examines how our culture has been influenced by the values of dominant religious 
cultures. 

The primary question raised is: How would your life have been different if, when growing up, 
the divine had been imaged as female? Participants are encouraged to share their own experi-
ences and beliefs, creating trust and strong bonds of friendship. 

Signup Required. Must commit to all five sessions. Limited to 20 participants age 16 and old-
er. 

For info or to sign-up contact: Melody Lee leemelody071@gmail.com  • Jerrie Hildebrand kishhilde@comcast.net   

Salem Film Fest presents film by Beverly native 
Sunday, November 23, 4:30pm 
The Cabot, Beverly 
Jeremy Levine, a Beverly native and Emmy Award winning documentary filmmaker from 
New York, will be returning to show his latest feature film. FOR AHKEEM will screen on 
Sunday, November 26 at 4:30pm at The Cabot in Beverly as a special Salem Film Fest Pre-
sents - the documentary fest’s first cinema presentation outside of Salem. 

Jeremy Levine is a graduate of Beverly High School and worked for years as a counselor at 
the Waring School. FOR AHKEEM has had an award-winning festival run starting in February 
at the Berlin Film Festival, followed by prestigious showcases like the Tribeca Film Festival, 
Canada’s Hot Docs, and the DMZ International Film Festival in South Korea.  Among its awards are the Grand Jury Prize 
Award at the Independent Film Festival of Boston. 

FOR AHKEEM is the coming-of-age story of Daje Shelton, a Black 17-year-old girl in North St. Louis. After she is expelled 
from her public high school, Daje is sent to the court-supervised Innovative Concept Academy - her one last chance to 
earn a diploma. Over a two-year period Daje struggles to maintain focus in school, attends the funerals of murdered 
friends and falls in love. When Daje learns she is pregnant, she must contend with raising a young Black boy in a mar-
ginalized neighborhood. The film illuminates the challenges that many Black teenagers face in America today, and wit-
nesses the strength and resilience it takes to survive.  

This special Salem Film Fest presentation is sponsored in full by the Salem Five Charitable Foundation in conjunction 
with community partners the Beverly Human Rights Commission and Salem No Place for Hate. 

mailto:leemelody071@gmail.com
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Family Promise  
Volunteers Needed! 
The First Church will once open our doors to homeless families for seven nights 
from from November 12-19.  We will again need volunteers to make dinner, host 
dinner, and stay overnight.  Ideally, we need one male and one female to sleep 
over night for each of the seven days we are hosting the families.  Overnight volun-
teers have their own private room (one of the two offices upstairs) and a comfort-
able bed to sleep on.   
To sign up please go to this link: http://signup.com/go/BhCYfhw   
  

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Fellowship Committee 
Join the First Church community for our weekly Fellowship Hour after our Sunday worship service. Members and 
friends of The First Church volunteer to host Fellowship each week. One or two people volunteer to host the adult ta-
ble in the Cleveland Room or the Children's Table in the Barnard Room. Some people find that co-hosting can be more 
fun and make the hosting easier. Fellowship Committee members are available to assist any "first-timers", or to 
help pair someone up with another co-host. Sign up online at http://bit.ly/2vBsN2y or at the Sign Up Table in the Bar-
nard Room.  

Once a Month we have a Community Fellowship, which is simply a potluck fellowship.  We ask everyone who can to 
bring one dish to share.  Simple foods to prepare, like a bowl of grapes or cheese and crackers are perfect.  For those 
who have  talent or love for cooking and want to prepare something more elaborate, we are always happy to try your 
tasty treats and will often ask for the recipe!!   Thank you in advance for bringing something to nourish our bellies as 
we come together to nourish our souls.   

November 19 will be our Annual Thanksgiving Sunday Community Fellowship Potluck Hour! 

Happy Fall! 

Donna Fritz- Fellowship Chair,  Stephanie Diozzi, Chris Finn, Indra Milowe, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, and Nancy Peluso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECCO is a diverse network of 
congregations and organiza-
tions across the North Shore 
building relationships and 
power to put human dignity at 
the center of public life. We 
work together across race, 
class, and faith lines to ensure 
that all people on the North 
Shore can thrive, grow, and 
dream.  

Canned Food Drive To Benefit the 
Salem Food Pantry 
Sunday, November 19 
Everyone is invited to bring canned food  to our Thanks-
giving Sunday Service on Sunday, Nov 19.  Financial do-
nations can be made payable to the Salem Food Pantry
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Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners:  
Sun, November 19 at 4:45pm  
Sat, November 25 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners 
at 56 Margin Street on the third Sunday and the fourth 
Saturday of every month. There are THREE ways you 
can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up 
sheet in the Barnard Room. Alternatively, you can al-
ways join our Facebook page, or send an email to Alan 
Hanscom (alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the 
email list. 
Thank you to the following people for volunteering dur-
ing October: The Massaris, Christine Parsons Booth, 
Holly Chase, Iana Plum, Jessica Kane and Emily, Richard 
L'Heureux, Alan Hanscom, Mary Krigbaum, Paul Mar-
quis, Jim Ognibene, Brett Roberts, Amanda Roeder, 
Crystal, Rebecca, and Samantha Truong, Maria and Eli-
sa Voss. 

Meeting House Flowers  
The Garden and Decorating Committee are pleased to announce several enhancements to the Communion Table Flow-
er Program: 

• Three different price points: $15, $25, $45.  

• We supply the arrangement in consultation with you.  

• Or we gratefully accept the arrangement you provide.  

• Your donation will be acknowledged in the Order of Service.  

• If possible, plant material will be re-purposed in the foyer or in the garden.  

• Committees are encouraged to participate once a year to highlight an aspect of their work.  

We hope this new program will inspire more members to celebrate an event, memorialize or honor a loved one. Sign 
Up Online! Additionally, a signup sheet will also be circulated during Fellowship Hour or you may email Catherine in the 
office at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or contact Jan Eschauzier directly at 978-969-1820 or  
janeschauzier@gmail.com.  

Social Justice Committee 
Social Justice Committee works on Yes on 1: Help Salem 
pass the Sanctuary for Peace ordinance on November 
7th. We've got lawn signs and stickers. There are oppor-
tunities to canvass, phone call, hold signs, enter data, 
and more. Talk with Tanya Stepasiuk, email salemsanc-
tuarynow@gmail.com, or visit 
www.salemisforeveryone.com to sign up. 

Pancake Breakfast  
Volunteers Needed 
Sunday, November 12 
Shifts: 8:30am-9:30am & 9:30am-10:30am 
Sign ups are available in the Barnard Room to help set 
up, cook and clean up for the Pancake Breakfast.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

New Member Orientation Sessions 

Sundays, November 12 & 26 
Interested in joining the First Church and deepening your involvement with our liberal religious 
community?  We welcome new members twice a year, in December and May.  Towards that, 
we offer two opportunities to learn more about the church and meet some of our leadership 
and members.   

 

Two New Member Orientation sessions will 
be offered after church on Sundays, Novem-
ber 12 and 26.  Anyone wishing to join in De-
cember is encouraged to attend one of these 
sessions.  New Members will be voted in dur-
ing a Special Meeting of the Society immedi-
ately after church on Sunday, December 3.  
To sign up or learn more, please speak with 
Rev. Barz-Snell or call the Church Office.   


