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For the last year our congregation has hosted conversations and talks with people rep-
resenting different points of view, cultures and ideas.  We here in Salem have a long 
history of engagement and exploration, be it by boat or by book.  Our congregation 
learned first hand centuries ago what can happen when hatred and ignorance take 
over a community.  As a result we charted a different course as a tradition and congre-
gation. 
 
Last January we hosted our first “Islam and America” program with Robert Azzi, a well-
known Muslim writer, commentator and photographer.  We continued that series with 
several other speakers last year, all with the purpose of engaging with and learning 
from ideas different from our own.  Likewise we also have hosted a series of discus-
sions about the state of race here in America and considered critically the significant 
ongoing issues and concerns that African Americans have as citizens of our fine coun-
try.  This resulted in the church hanging up a “Black Lives Matter” banner above our 
main door and posting a statement about our actions on our website for all to consid-
er.  
 
We continue our journey this month with our new “Conversation Circles” program 
after church.  These are intended to be 15-20 minute gatherings where we can be in 
dialogue with one another, sharing concerns, ideas and suggestions about the emerg-
ing political and social reality in which we find ourselves.  In person discussion and dia-
logue is underrated in this age of portable electronic devices.  It’s too easy to avoid a 
conversation in the real world and instead pull out our phones or tablets and read a 
story of our own choosing, one that often caters to and reinforces our preconceived 
notions of our selves and world.  We need more actual face time with people. 
 
I do not pretend to know what is in store for our country and society over the next few 
months and years.  What I do know is that progressive minded religious communities 
like ours become more important, not less, during times like this.  And we do this in a 
decidedly old fashioned way: through dialogue, by engagement, by working together 
and trying to make a difference in this flawed but beautiful world.  Like you, I am anx-
ious about these emerging times, but I take heart in being a part of - and supporting - a 
church like this one.  Here’s to a healthy, productive and engaging 2017!   
 
See you in church, 
 
Jeff 

Minister’s Musings 
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January Schedule of Events 
Sun, January 1 
10:30am Service 
 

Sat, January 7 
9am Citizen’s Climate Lobby Monthly Mtg 
 

Sun, January 8: Epiphany Sunday 
10:30am Service 
Celebrate the many ways we all can come bearing gifts. 
 

Tue, January 10 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
 

Wed, January 11 
7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, January 12 
7:30pm Film Screening—Defying the Nazis 
 

Sat, January 14 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, January 15: MLK, Jr Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  
 

Mon, January 16 
7pm March and Activism Training  
 

Tue, January 17 
7:30pm Social Justice Cmte Mtg 
 

Thu, January 19 
7:30pm Book Group, p. 1-50 
 

Sun, January 22 
10:30am Service 
 

Tue, January 24 
7pm Community Forum on Sanctuary Cities 
 

Thu, January 26 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging  
 

Sat, January 28 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  
 

Sun, January 29 
10:30am Service 
 

Thu, February 2 
7:30pm Book Group 
 

 

Around the Parish 
Don Glover and Tommy Leon celebrated their 10th 
“legal wedding” anniversary on Christmas Day.  While 
they had a commitment ceremony in 1995, they were 
married in the “eyes of state” here in Salem ten years 
ago in 2006.  
 

Speaking of December 25, Don and Tommy were pre-
sent along with 30 other folks for our special Christmas 
Day in the Morning service.  There were at least six 
people the minister had never scene before in attend-
ance. We gathered in the Cleveland Room for caroling, 
stories and song as a cozy fire burned in the fireplace.  
We then adjourned for eggnog, cookies and conversa-
tion.  A group then went outside and hung up mittens 
and hats on the front fence as part of our Chase the 
Chill initiative.   
 

In addition everyone present was invited to help decide 
which of three local charities would receive a 
“Christmas Present” from our church in the form of the 
proceeds from 25% of our holiday collection. Three San-
ta Hats were hung up: one for the Lifebridge, HAWC 
and ECCO.  Each person in attendance received a 
“ballot” in the form of a candy corn and were invited to 
put their piece of candy in one of the three hats.  Inter-
estingly enough the vote tallies were very close (even 
counting the “dimpled” candy corns) and we may just 
opt to send a donation of approximately $100 to each 
agency.  They all make a major difference in our com-
munity. 
 

The holiday programs and services at the First Church 
this year were well attended and well done.  This would 
not be possible without the seasonal volunteer contri-
butions of many individuals.  We would like to thank 
several people including:  
Doug Pini, who yet again reprised his role as a certain 
“Jolly Old Elf” at our Family Christmas Party; Max Bur-
bank who yet again wrote and directed a Christmas 
pageant that was topical, amusing and touching; San-
dra and Rich Biondo who took the lead on designing 
our holiday decorations in the Meetinghouse and Cleve-
land Room; our tireless Garden Committee who assem-
bled the lovely wintergreen planters on the Main Steps; 
and the “Redwood Boys” who were instrumental in 
erecting the two 12-foot Christmas trees in the 
Meetinghouse.  Finally, we would like to thank Don 
Glover for making the holiday season so festive musi-
cally, and also recognize the talents of Russell Lane, Eli 
Brandt, Stephen Grasberger and Meredith Brown, our 
guest musicians on Christmas Eve.   
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
10:30am Service 

2  
 

3 
 

4  
 

5  
 

6   
 

7  
9am Citizen’s Climate 
Lobby Mtg 

8  
10:30am Service  
 
 

9  
 
 
 

10  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 

11 
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 

12  
7:30pm Film Screen-
ing: Defying the Nazis 

13  
 

14 
9am Choir Rehearsal 

15  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

 
 

16 
7pm March & 
Activism Training 
 

17  
7:30pm Social Jus-
tice Cmt Mtg 
 

18 
 

19  
7:30pm Book Group 

20  
Inauguration Day 

21 
March in Washington 

and Boston 

22 
10:30am Service 
 

 

23 
  
 

24  
7pm Forum on 
Sanctuary Cities 

 
 

25 
 

26 
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 

27 
 

28 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

29 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 

30 31 
 
 

Feb 1 Feb 2 
7:30pm Book Group 

Feb 3 Feb 4 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7  

Raye Spatafore put together a terrific exhibit of photos and items from Christmas Past here at the First Church. Rachel 
clearly has a talent as a curator and we thank her for her creativity and time.   
 

Liv and David Radue and their family have successfully moved to Fitchburg, MA.  While we are sad to see them go, we 
are happy they have much bigger house and better arrangement for their family.  They do plan to be a periodic pres-
ence here on Sundays this winter and spring.  Liv was a member of the Standing Comittee, our board, and formally 
stepped down as a board member in December.   
 

Jim Ognibene’s nephew was married over the Christmas holidays.  Jim travelled home to Virginia for the occasion see-
ing all five of his siblings and extended family.   
 

Word on the street is that last month’s holiday concert by the Paul Madore Chorale was terrific.  The Maestro was in 
good form as were the 60 or so members of the choral group, whose members include Stacia Woodcock, Lynn Tag-
gart, and Joanne Johnsson.  
 

We are sad to report that Patti Welch passed away in late December after a struggle with cancer.  Patti was a longtime 
member of First Universalist Society in Salem and many of us got to know her when we shared space with them during 
our renovation project five years ago.  We extend our condolences to her partner Lyn and her daughter and family.  A 
celebration and party in Patti’s memory and honor will be held on Sunday, Jan. 8 from 1-5 pm in Beverly. 
 

Helen Jacoby spent the holiday season with her sister and mother in the UK just outside of London. 
 

Richard L’heureux continues to be an active member of the Mystic Chorale, the well-known choral group founded by 
Nick Page in 1990.  Their annual gospel concert is coming up next month and Richard reports it is going to be good, 
with some 250 singers participating.  Performance dates are Feb 25 & 26 at the Tremont Temple in Boston.  In years 
past a group from First Church has driven down for the performance and not been disappointed.  
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From Religious Education  
Our Christmas Sunday events were wonderful this year. Our annual Pageant was as timely and beautiful as ever. Stu-
dents of all ages count this sacred play as a special part of their holiday tradition. Each year we see some of our tiniest 
children bravely taking their first theater roles in this production and we often have a last minute addition of students 
anywhere from Middle school age right up through college jump in to take part!  Max Burbank, our director, tailors the 
play each year with lines specific to each child.  What a great group of talented kids for one church to have! What a 
beautiful tradition and wonderful gift for all of us.  Special thanks to Max for our First Church Christmas Pageant and to 
our children for sharing their wonder and joy with us. 
 
Valentina Burbank out did herself this year organizing our visit from Santa. The children as well as the parents enjoyed 
the sing along and the pizza party. I hear even Santa himself had a great time with our First Church kids! Thanks to Val-
entina, Don Glover, Bob S, Robyn and Brian Haynes Trippe,  Theo B, Brenda M, Doug P, Denise G, Chris G, Jeannine H 
and all of our wonderful parents and friends who pitch in to make this event possible. We are so lucky to have such 
excellent volunteers, friends, and parents who care very much about this community. 
 
Looking forward to January we will spin our First Church heroes theme around a bit and examine our Seven UU Princi-
ples and how we can use them to live in the world as Unitarian Universalist “heroes”.  We will use this New Year to 
keep growing, learning and deepening our commitment to our faith. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Deb DiGiulio  
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Henny Penny  
December was filled with song and cheer at Henny Penny. Our annual Song-
fest was well attended.  This year we moved the event to Wilson Hall because 
the last two years in the Cleveland Room have been standing room only!  The 
children sang eight holiday songs, and then were surprised by a visit from 
Santa.  Santa presented each child with a stocking filled with goodies.  Thank 
you Samantha Dupuis for providing piano accompaniment for the joyful sing-
ers, and to our intern Sharlette Tate for corralling the children on stage.  
 

During October, 
November, and De-
cember we have 
partnered with the 
Salem Council on 
Aging.  The 
Wednesday & Friday groups have made monthly trips to the 
Senior Center on Broad Street for Songs, Stories & Snacks 
with Seniors.  The seniors enjoy listening to the children sing 
songs, then listen to a story together, and finally we send sev-
eral children to each table to share a snack and conversa-
tion.  This is a wonderful inter-generational activity and we 
are so please Kathy McCarthy at the Council on Aging reached 
out to us to participate! 

 
We have had to rethink our Kindergarten Readiness Program (KR), because many of the  KR children had great difficulty 
transitioning mid-morning into the separate space for those enrolled in KR.  Our intention was to have all the children 
spend part of the day together, and then move the KR class to a different room.  There were so many tears during the-
se times of transition, and some of the children simply were unable to bounce 
back, that we decided to tweak the program to work better for all involved.  In-
stead of segregating the KR children from the multiage preschool room in the 
morning, we continue to work as one large group.  However, during our Learn-
ing Activity Time the expectation is the KR children will complete every activity, 
whereas a three year old might only be expected to complete two or three activ-
ities.  This seems to be working much better.   We now use our additional class-
room space for larger art projects, Kindermusik, and yoga classes. 
 
Inquiries for 2017-18 enrollments are rolling in steadily.  We are currently in the 
process of obtaining schedule requests form the current Henny Penny families 
so we will know what we are able to offer new families for next year.   January 
Open Houses at Henny Penny are Tuesdays & Thursdays from 3pm-6pm.  If you 
know interested families tell them to come meet the teachers and see 
what Henny Penny is doing to create lifelong learners.  First Church members 
are given a 10% tuition discount, so if you are considering a half-day preschool 
program for your child or grandchild, please stop by for a visit! 
 
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, and Stacey Dupuis 
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The Church Needs… 
• New wooden or granite benches in our Garden. 

• Donations towards our Pew Cushion Reupholstering Fund. 

• A new ping-pong table with a removable net for Willson Hall 

• A 10 foot long, rectangular white or off white table cloth for the Cleveland Room. 

If you’re able to help with any of the above requests please contact the minister: minister@firstchurchinsalem.org.  
Thank you! 

From the Archives Committee 
Many thanks to all of you who purchased our official First Church Holiday Card! We have more note cards and post-
cards on the way, including ones with images of our Tiffany, La Farge, and “Parker Brothers” windows. And if you en-
joyed our exhibit of “Christmas Past” material in the Barnard Room, the credit goes to committee member Raye 
Spatafore who curated the project. Raye is also volunteering some of her time each week in the Archives—responding 
to research requests, processing unprocessed material (with the assistance of Kobi Kobialka, our former archivist), and 
more. We are so lucky to have her! As Jeff says, “She’s a natural!”  
 

Other committee members, Jeanne Petta and Henry Stenberg, are looking into specific subjects (pew taxes and minis-
ters’ biographies, respectively). Dave Helen will be putting together our COSTEP (emergency) Plan, working with the 
Fire Department.  
 

Finally, two requests:  
1)Because history is being made every second of every day, please be mindful that we all need to “save today for to-
morrow.” If you have material from the last several decades at home, we’d love to add it to the Archives if we don’t 
already have it.  
2)What are your questions about what you see in the Meetinghouse, our history, etc.? Jeanne’s research on pew own-
ership and taxes, for example, comes from questions asked during our Fall Trails & Sails tours. Let us know! 
 

—Bonnie Hurd Smith, Chair, bonnie@hurdsmith.com  

New First Church Members 
The First Church in Salem welcomed 10 new members after our service on December 11: Please read the bios below to find out 
more about Melody and Joe! 
 

Melody Lee has recently moved to Salem from Newton, MA. Raised Presbyterian, Melody grew up in Texas, Kansas, North Carolina, 
and Alabama. She attended her first UU church during her senior year at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. Melody moved to the 
Boston area after graduation and taught English, social studies, and drama in the Somerville Public Schools for many years. After 
retiring she worked for Historic New England as a docent and museum educator where she created of a Woman’s Walking Tour of 
Beacon Hill. She currently teaches in person and online world literature classes at Bunker Hill Community College. Melody and her 
late husband William Whalen were long time members of First Parish UU in Cambridge, MA. They raised their children Zach and 
Zoe in that church. Melody led an earth-based woman’s sacred circle and a Wheel of the Year RE program at First Parish Cam-
bridge. Melody co-authored a curriculum guide, Becoming Women of Wisdom, with UU minister Dorothy Emerson, and has led a 
number of workshops based on this material. 
 

Joe Bayne was born in NJ and moved to MA shortly thereafter to Acton.  Nice suburban town, but the bright lights called to him so 
he chose to attend Boston University and later went on to get a Masters of Education from UMass Boston.  He has taught mathe-
matics and technology to blind and visually impaired high school aged students at Perkins School for the Blind for 8 years. Prior to 
that he worked as a residential manager teaching blind students how to live as independently as possible.  After living in Cam-
bridge, he moved to Salem 3 years ago to this neighborhood and has enjoyed recently becoming more involved in the community 
here.   His interests include photography, tennis, air guitar (accompanied by early 80's punk rock preferably), bread making, and 
environmental conservation and green energy. Politically active in his college years, his activism went into hibernation for 
years....until recently that is...now “the bear” emerges. 
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Views from the Garden 
Every year the Garden Committee agonizes over whether we will find enough greens to 

adequately fill all the outdoor planters.  You would be amazed at the amount that is 

required, and at $7.99 per bundle in the local nurseries it is clear to us how necessary 

our foraging has become.  This year our merry band of gatherers started out enthusias-

tically, and our elation grew when Iris Weaver showed us the varieties of greens and 

rose hips she had discovered near where she lives.  We diligently gathered our bundles 

and headed back to the Church.  In the meantime we had alerted Charlotte Enfield, the 

owner of Spruced Up Tree, the company who does our pruning, that if she should, by 

chance, have any jobs that required evergreen pruning, we would be most grateful if 

she could give us her clippings. No sooner had we put the word out when piles of blue 

spruce, hemlock, juniper, white pine, and birch branches appeared at our back door.  

Our Christmas benefactress provided us with not only cuttings, but also branches and 

saplings we could use to create an enchanted forest, of sorts.  And thanks to Paul Mar-

quis who did some judicious pruning of his own.  Since the wreaths on the front doors 

that the Decorating Committee had created were quite ornate, the simple trees and 

berries would be the perfect complement and not compete with their design.  In addi-

tion to Lynn Taggart, Mary Collari, Brenda Marean, and Jan Eschauzier (the usual sus-

pects) Ricardo Sanchez joined us this year, lending his very practiced eye for design and aesthetic sensibility in creating the 

planters.  Thank you, Ricardo, you were a great addition to our team.  And thank you to Charlotte Enfield.  If you ever have 

any pruning needs, please consider asking her for a quote.  I know you will find her prices reasonable, her work careful, and 

she is a pleasure to work with.  She can be reached at  

charlotte@spruceduptree.com.   
 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank those folks who donated to the planter installations: Claire Donaldson, Jeanne 

Petta, Linda Stark, The Krigbaum Family, Nick Lewis & Kelly Tyler-Lewis and Jan & Peter Eschauzier. Your generosity will allow 

us to buy faux berries and embellishments  (which we can use year after year) and structural underpinnings for the planters.  

Many thanks.  We are gradually building up our inventory of materials. 
 

This year we experimented with using solar lights at the base of the planters to add some drama and warmth to the installa-

tions.  Because of the existing spotlights on the Church however, our experiment was not successful.  The lights went on and 

off at odd times, defying logic, so we removed them; but we have not given up. We plan to revisit the issue and perhaps re-

orient the spots, so they do not interfere with the planter lights.   
 

Since we have removed the yews on the two beds in front of the Church, and although there are markers and boulders indi-

cating the edges of the driveway, we have had several people drive up over the rocks and get hung up on the dirt berm.  

Please warn any of your groups who park in the driveway to be careful in 

making the curve. This is definitely an unintended consequence of the yew 

removal, and will have to be addressed prior to replanting that area. 
 

The days are now getting longer, and as any gardener knows this is the per-

fect time for poring over nursery catalogs and researching best practices.  

We look forward to the spring, but cherish this time to plan and dream.  For 

after all, “ a garden is never so good as it will be next year.”  Thomas Cooper, 

Horticulture Magazine, (January 1993.) 
 

Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart, Garden Committee Chairs    
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Chase the Chill 
Bring in winter items for this year's Scarf, Mitten, 
and Hat Drive! Items can be left in the hallway be-
hind the Cleveland Room.  

Conversation Circles begin “Rolling” and Conversing in January 
Sunday, January 8 
On Sunday, January 8, we resume our Conversation Circles.  These small group discussions are held each week after 
church for 15 minutes or so during Fellowship Hour (or at some other scheduled time). Each Circle is a space for people 
to be in conversation as they share information and ideas and express their fears, hopes, and resolve for our communi-
ty, region and country. 
 

Many of us suspect that we are about to live during a highly unusual set of social and political circumstances, perhaps 
even unprecedented in our nation’s history, (at least recent history).  Churches like ours, with capable, free-thinking 
and informed people in our midst, become more relevant at a time like this, not less. 

Film Screening and Discussion 
Defying the Nazis 
Thur, Jan 12 at 7:30 pm 
Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War is an account of a dar-
ing rescue mission that occurred on the precipice of 
World War II.  The film tells the story of Waitstill & Mar-
tha Sharp, a Unitarian minister and his wife from Welles-
ley, Massachusetts, who left their children behind in the 
care of their parish and boldly committed to multiple life-
threatening missions in Europe. Over two dangerous 
years they helped to save hundreds of imperiled political 
dissidents and Jewish refugees fleeing the Nazi occupa-
tion across Europe. 

Wintertime Book Group 
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
Starts January 19, 7:30pm* 
*Will meet every other Thursday at 7:30 pm 
Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a 
culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. 
The decline of this group, a demographic of our country 
that has been slowly disintegrating over forty years, has 
been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but 
has never before been written about as searingly from 
the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, 
regional, and class decline feels like when you were born 
with it hung around your neck. 
 

A deeply moving memoir with its share of humor and 
vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how 
upward mobility really feels. And it is an urgent and trou-
bling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a 
large segment of this country. 
 

Thur, Jan, 19, pages 1-50; Thur, Feb. 2, pages 51-100 

Annual First Church Yard Sale  
Sat, April 29 
It’s not too early to start thinking about our Yard Salem in 
April.  We are starting to accept donated items for sale.  
Any questions?  Please speak with our “Master of the 
Sale,” Mr. Peter Eschauzier.  
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, Jan 15 and Sat, Jan 28 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin 
Street on the third Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month 
There are THREE ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard 
Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Facebook page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom 
(alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 

Meeting House Flowers 
Each Sunday we provide fresh flowers on the altar table in the Meeting House. 
Members and friends can sign up to either provide or have flowers ordered in 
honor of or memory of an event or loved one. Sign ups are available on the Bar-
nard Room table. The Garden Committee’s “Altar to Garden” program will be on 
hiatus until March. However, they can do an elegant arrangement of a single 
blooming stem with greenery, and then the money saved will be gratefully put to excellent use in the garden 
budget.  All options are $45 and checks can be made payable to First Church.  

Fellowship Committee 
I often comment that the Christmas Party in the Cleveland Room with Don playing 
Christmas Carols at the Piano, Santa and his helpers giving out presents to all the 
children and all the parents watching on, is like a Norm Rockwell painting.  This 
year did not disappoint.  It was a beautiful event that highlights the beauty and love 
of our community.  Thank to everyone who brought savory and sweet treats to the 
Christmas Fellowship with a special thank you to Jennifer Barz-Snell for her famous 
Milk Punch.  Christmas Eve had such a beautiful array of cookies, thank to all the bakers for sharing your 
goodies with us. 
 

We also wanted to Thank our fellowships hosts in December- Stephanie Diozzi, Alicia Diozzi, Amy and Sarah 
Prodanas, The Fritz Family, Patti Roka and family, and The Palmer Family 
 

Coming up in the New Year: 
• We have several openings in January and February if you would like to host Fellowship, see check out the 

on-line signup genius or the clipboard in the Barnard room. 
• Fellowship will be holding a meeting on February 5th right after fellowship.  The committee is looking for 

new members, if your interested, we would love for you to stop by and see what the committee is all 
about. 

 

Donna Fritz, Chris Finn, Stephanie Diozzi and Christiane Hansen-Mitev 



The Herald, January 2017 

Holiday Decorations 
 

We gratefully acknowledge all who made possible the splendid flora including the planters gracing the front 
stairs, and the poinsettias, cyclamen, and wreaths inside the Meeting House in joyous celebration of  

Christmas and the holiday season. 

Given by the Devereux Dennis Memorial Trust 
In Memory of Caroline Louise Martin 

 
Given by Ellen Brandenburg 

Remembering George with Love 
 

Given by Judy Kearney 
In Honor of her amazing 96 year old mother. 

 
Given by Deacon James E. Tanch 

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Emery P. Tanch, Sr and 
Deacons Emery P. Tanch, Jr. and William F. Abbott 

 
Given by the Newhall Family 

In celebration of reveling through the winter sol-
stice. 

 
Given by The Fritz Family 

In Honor of the Burbank Family and their loving 
influence on our children  

 
Given by Indra and George Milowe 

In Celebration of Christmas  
 

Given by Claire Donaldson 
In Memory of John B. Ballou and Sarah Spaffard 

Ballou  
 

Given by Tiffany Magnolia 
In Memory of Ruth E. Krajewski and Susan 

Michelle & Stanley Fabian 
 

Given by Christiane Hansen-Mitev 
In Memory of Frithjof & Liselotte Hansen and  

Karin & Peter Hansen 
 

 
 

Given by Jean Petta 
In Memory of her husband Frank 

 
Given by Claire Donaldson 

In Loving Memory of Miriam & William H.K. Don-
aldson 

 
Given by Mimi Ballou 

In Memory of John B. Ballou and Sarah Spaffard 
Ballou  

 
Given by Peter & Jan Eschauzier 

In Celebration of the season 
 

Given by Kathleen Collins 
In Memory of Q. Collins  

 
Given by Linda Stark 

In Honor of her mother Rose Stark and In Memory 
of her father Ed Stark 

 
Given by The Krigbaum Family  

In Loving Memory of Carolyn Krigbaum 
 

Given by Nick and Kelly Lewis 
In Memory of Lynda Lewis and Margaret Tyler  

 
Thank you to those who have also given: 

Joan & Richard Hannah 
Iris Weaver 

Hannah Diozzi 
Eliza Bland and Lucy Bland 

Peter Andrew Copelas 
Duncan Cox 
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Stocking project 
 

For the last 11 years, the First Church has helped provide holiday assistance to parents struggling to provide a 
decent Christmas for their children.  The Social Outreach Committee and Jim Ognibene once again helped 
coordinate the Stocking Project, this year working with staff from the Salem YMCA and the Plummer Home’s 
OnPoint Program.  We would like to thank the following people who contributed to this year’s Stocking Pro-
ject. 
 
 
 For the Salem YMCA: 
 The Fritz Family,  
 Genevieve Gilson & Erik Bauer,  
 The Granniss Family,  
 Judy Kearney,  
 The Stevens Family. 
 
 

For the Plummer Home’s OnPoint Program: 
Barbara Bowker,  
Peter A. Copelas,  
Billy McCarthy & Kathy Dolaer,  
Bonnie Hurd Smith,  
Judy Kearney,  
The Palmer Family,  
Beth Schultz. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Wintertime Book Group 
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
Starts January 19, 7:30pm* 
*Will meet every other Thursday at 7:30 pm 
 
Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in 
crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The decline of this 
group, a demographic of our country that has been slowly disinte-
grating over forty years, has been reported on with growing fre-
quency and alarm, but has never before been written about as sear-
ingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, 
regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it 
hung around your neck. 
 
A deeply moving memoir with its share of humor and vividly colorful 
figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really 
feels. And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the 
American dream for a large segment of this country. 
 
Thur, Jan, 19, pages 1-50; Thur, Feb. 2, pages 51-100 


