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Recently I received in the mail a rather innocuous looking form letter addressed to “American 
Clergy serving our country’s churches.”  It had the look and formality of an official document 
from a reputable research institute but the content was shocking.  In three short paragraphs 
the letter declared that Islam was an evil religion and that all Christian clergy needed to join in 
the struggle against Islam and be weary of any Muslims in our midst.  The gross and ignorant 
assertions almost took my breath away.   
 

Over the last 12 months, the number of hate groups in the United States, focused on Muslims 
has almost doubled.  According the Southern Poverty Law Center, hate groups in general have 
grown in number and activity since last year with many documented instances of attacks on 
immigrants and their communities around the country.  While many of us support common 
sense measures to protect our territory from foreign extremists intent on attacking the United 
States, it would appear that recent headlines and national policy proposals are having the 
effect of threatening the 3.4 million US citizens who happen to be Muslim.   There is a coarsen-
ing of our national dialogue about immigrants and Islam that is uninformed, mean and even 
dangerous. 
 

Last year, the church hosted a series of programs called “Islam and America.”  Our goal was to 
feature and hold up articulate Muslim voices that are not featured in mainstream, commercial 
media.  Speakers included Robert Azzi, Dr. Majed Ashi and Yusef Hayes.  Many of these pro-
grams were taped and are available on the First Church YouTube Channel created by our own 
Alan Hanscom.   
 

Encouraging tolerance and engagement while holding up the peaceful themes we see in the 
world’s great faith traditions are long time missions of our congregation.  Informed by our own 
tragic history, we seek to encourage peace, understanding and good will.  Life here in the 21st 
century is not made better by scapegoating one of the world great religious traditions, but ra-
ther by encouraging all of us to take the ethical teachings we find in each of our faiths more 
seriously.   
 

We have learned first-hand over the centuries that any faith tradition can be used to heal and 
transform or lash out and scapegoat. The real measure of any religion is how it manifests itself 
in the life of its practitioners- in the fruits of people’s lives, to use the metaphor Jesus invoked. 
 

This sort of approach to the religious life is I suppose unusual but it’s part of what makes Sa-
lem and our larger UU tradition so engaging and compelling.  I thank all of you who support 
the First Church financially since a community like this one relies on the generosity and sup-
port of its members.  Our voice and presence as a community is important and your support 
makes this happen.   
 

April and May will bring warmer and hopefully sunnier weather and many opportunities to 
celebrate our community and enjoy one another’s company.  During this season of rebirth I 
wish you many moments growth and warmth.   
 
See you in church, 
 
 

 

Minister’s Musings 

“If we surrendered 
to earth’s intelligence 
we could rise up 
rooted, like trees.” 

 

 - Rainer Maria Rilke  
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April Schedule of Events 
Sat, April 1  
4pm Youth Sunday Rehearsal 
 

Sun, April 2: Youth Sunday 
12pm Social Justice Cmt Meeting, after Fellowship Hour 
1pm Organizing Meeting for CUUPS 
 

Tue, April 4: ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
7pm Welcome Cmte Meeting 
 

Wed, April 5 
7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, April 6 
7pm Common Cause Program on November Election  
 

Sat, April 8 
9am Garden Clean Up 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, April 9: PALM SUNDAY 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
RE During Service: Egg Dying & Coming of Age Mentor Sunday 
 

Mon, April 10: PASSOVER BEGINS 
 

Tue, April 11 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
 

Thu, April 13 
7pm Maundy Thursday at First Parish UU in Beverly 
 

Sat, April 15 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, April 16: EASTER SUNDAY 
5:45am Sunrise Service at Willows 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service with special music 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt to follow service 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  
 

Tue, April 18: PASSOVER ENDS 
 

Sat, April 22 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  
 

Sun, April 23 
10:30am Service with Rev. Steven Schick preaching 
 

Thu, April 27 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging  
 

Sat, April 29 
9am First Church Yard Sale 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
Climate Rally in Boston and DC 
 

Sun, April 30 
10:30am Service and May Day/Beltane Celebration 
Following Service: New Member Orientation  
12:30pm Walking Tour of Plants 

Around the Parish 
 

Sometimes a pigeon hole 
is a good thing, especial-
ly if it’s a place for choir 
members to store their 
music.  Paul Marquis, 
choir member and aspir-
ing furniture maker has 
built a new case for the 
choir to use to store 
their music.  Each mem-
ber now has their own slot and making them want to sing Hallelujah 
all the more!  Thank you Paul for putting those carpentry skills to 
work! 
 
Justin Granniss and Jacob Barz-Snell were part of the cast of the 
one act play at St. John’s Prep that won the State’s High School Dra-
ma Guild competition.  Over 112 schools from all over the state 
competed.   
 
Jake Fritz made his theatrical debut as Edna Turnblatt in Salem Mid-
dle School’s recent production of Hairspray. Several church mem-
bers were on hand to see Jake sing and perform in his wig.  We be-
lieve we see a “renaissance man” in the making!   
 
Over 105 people (!) attended the Dennis Organ Recital and Recep-
tion to Celebrate Paul Madore.  Doug Major performed an impres-

sive recital that ended unex-
pectedly and dramatically in 
silence when the organ blower 
malfunctioned.  Good thing he 
was near the conclusion of his 
final piece at the time.   
 
Following the recital, a large 
crowd retired to the Cleveland 
Room for a catered reception to 
honor and celebrate Paul Ma-
dore who was on hand.  We 
even had a champagne toast 
and raised a glass to thank Paul 
for his 38 years of service as our 
music director.   Special thanks 
to our Planning Committee for 

this event who include: Mimi Ballou, Ellen Brandenburg, Joan Han-
nah, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart.   
 
Rumor has it that Tanya Stepasiuk, the new Chair of our Social Jus-
tice Committee, is running for Salem City Council.  The first we 
heard of this was during one of our Conversation Circles this winter 
when she wondered aloud about running for office.  Tanya for 
(Ward) Two in 2017! 
 
During this last month, both Betty Nichols and Mimi Ballou cele-
brated birthdays.  We wish them many more years of good health  

[continued page 4] 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 
4pm Youth Sunday 
Rehearsal 

2 Youth Sunday 
10:30am Service 
Social Justice Cmte 
Mtg 
CUUPS Meeting 

3 
 

4  
Annual Reports Due 
7:15pm Welcome 
Cmte Mtg 

5  
7:15pm Standing Cmte 
Meeting 
 

6   
7pm Program on 
November Elec-
tions  

7  8  
9am Garden Clean 
Up 
9am Choir Rehears-
al 

9 PALM SUNDAY 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
During RE: 

CoA* Mentor Sunday 
Egg Dying 
*Coming of Age 

10  
Passover Begins 
at Sundown  

11 
12pm Lunch with Pas-
tor 

12  
 

13  
7pm Maundy 
Thursday at First 
Parish UU in Bev-
erly 

14 
 

15  
9am Choir Rehears-
al 

16 EASTER 
5:45am Sunrise Service 
at Willows 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
Annual Egg Hunt to 
follow 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

17  
 

18 
Passover ends at Sun-
down 

19  
 

20  
 

21 
 

22 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

 
 

23 
10:30am Service with 
Rev. Schick preaching 
 

24  
 

25 
6:30pm Deacons Mtg 

26 
 

27 
4pm Salem Pantry 
Bagging 

28 
 

29 
9am First Church 
Yard Sale 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
Climate Rally in 
Boston and DC 

30 
10:30am Service 
May Day/Beltane Cele-
bration with Maypole 
11:45am New Member 
Orientation  
12:30pm Walking Tour 
of Plants 

31 
 

COMING IN MAY:  
Sunday, May 7—Annual Meeting 
Sunday, May 14—Mother’s Day Sunday  
Sunday, May 21—Flower Communion Sunday/Sundae Sunday  

A P R I L  2 0 1 7  

Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 

10:30am Palm Sunday Service 
11:45am Easter Egg Decorating 

 

Thursday, April 13 
7pm Maundy Thursday Service 

At First Parish UU in Beverly, 225 Cabot Street 
 
 

Friday, April 14: Good Friday 
Meeting House open during the day  

for quiet prayer and reflection.  
 

Sunday, April 16: Easter 
5:45am Sunrise Service at Willows 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Easter Service 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt to follow service 

Easter Schedule 
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[continued from page 2] 
 
and happy days. 
 
Ali Palmer is returning to this continent and region after living for several years in Japan.  Ali will be attending the Fletcher School for 
International Diplomacy at Tufts University this fall, enrolled in a master’s degree program.  Ali first discovered Asian culture and lan-
guage while reading Anime comic books while a student at Salem Academy.  She now speaks fluent Japanese.   
 
Luce Brandt recently won first place in her high school’s History Fair, for her paper entitled "Louisa May Alcott: An Iconic Symbol of 
Feminine Power, Personal Value, and Independence.” Turns out that a UU upbringing with some schooling in New England Transcen-
dentalism can come in handy at times.  Hamilton Wenham Regional High School has a dedicated showing each year at the Regional 
History Fair, a nationwide program.  There are awards in each category — such as documentary, exhibit, website, historical paper — 
Luce won for her paper on Alcott and is now moving on to the next level and will represent her school at the State event on April 1st.   
 
We are very sorry to report that David Decker passed away on Saturday, March 25, after a short illness.  He was 80 years old.  David 
moved to Salem some 14 years ago “for love” after a long career as a professor of Art History at the University of Maine, Orono.  He 
was husband of Lynn Frothingham and step-father to Charlie Newhall.  Our thoughts go out to Lynn, Charlie, Trish, and the rest of the 
family.  His bow ties and dry sense of humor will be missed.   
 
Erik Rodenhiser recently stopped by Henny Penny (our nursery school) as a (very convincing) Cat in 
the Hat. While the goldfish in the building all responded by giving him a stern lecture, the rest of us 
were happy to meet the Cat in the Hat in person. 
 
Jacob Pini was recently selected as one of the “Students of the Month” as Salem High School.  In 
his case, he was nominated by the Music Department.  Jacob has developed into a pretty “mean” 
trombone player and plays with the high school orchestra and marching and jazz bands. 
 
Betsy Adams Walsh passed away on Sunday, March 19 after a three month battle with lung cancer.  
She was 44 years old.  A “friend” of the First Church, she was most known for showing up to our 
annual Blessing of the Animals” with her pet rats.  She was a huge animal lover.  She leaves behind 
her husband, Jimmy Walsh, her parents Sally and Chuck Adams of Marblehead, and many friends 
and family members.  Jeff Barz-Snell will officiate at her memorial service on Saturday, April 1. 
 
Stephanie Gale Koonz visited the church with her husband on a recent Sunday.  Stephanie’s father 
was the Rev. Brad Gale, Minister of First Church from 1935-1958, who was honored with a plaque 
in the back of the Meetinghouse.  She was born in Salem and lived here up until she was 14 years 
old.  She had not been back since the 1960’s.  Mimi Ballou, Chair of the Deacons, was on hand to 
greet Stephanie and give her a tour of the building.  She was amazed at how much has changed and 
how much has stayed the same over the last 60 years.  She has many fond memories of her childhood here.  Apparently she is a mem-
ber of the “dumbwaiter club,” a group of folks who rode in our 1920’s-vintage dumbwaiter as children.  This club that has more mem-
bers than many of us realize!   

Update on NuDay Toy and Personal Care Product Drive for Syrian Refugees 
 

Throughout February, First Church served as a drop
-off location for NuDay Syria, an organization which 
collects and ships much needed supplies to refu-
gees currently living in camps in Jordan and Leba-
non. Toys, toothbrushes and toothpaste, pain re-
lievers, gently used clothes and stuffed animals, 
coloring books, and a giant box filled with crayons 
were among the items shipped out in early March. 
Thanks to all who donated.   ~ Stephanie Diozzi 
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Religious Education  
Congratulations 
to all our First 
Church heroes 
past and pre-
sent. Our Youth 
Sunday First 
church Heroes 
was a wonderful 
service. A special 
thanks to our 
talented Reli-
gious Education 
students who 
really know how to take over the Meeting House and run 
an informative and uplifting church service! Max and Val-
entina Burbank did a great job on the script and in show-
casing each child’s personality and talents. Many 
heartfelt thanks to them both and to all the parents who 
sang, rehearsed lines and attended Sunday classes and 
rehearsals to make this day come together. 
 

Palm Sunday is April 9. Our students will assist Reverend 
Jeff in distributing the palms during the Story for all Ages.  
After the service we have a special Family Egg Dying 
event.  Families should bring one dozen hard boiled eggs 
with them, we provide the rest. This is a long standing 
fun tradition here at First Church with some  new added 
creative twists from Iana Plum! The event takes place 
after Fellowship in Willson Hall. 
 

April 16tht is Easter Sunday and we will have our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt. This is a noncompetitive fun egg hunt.  
Everyone leaves this event happy!! Our secret ingredient 
for making this event noncompetitive is in the eggs, or 
rather in the amount of eggs! We collect a very generous 
amount of filled plastic eggs  for this day and roll them all 
out on the lawn next door. The result? Children  not feel-
ing the need to “compete” for the goodies. Older stu-
dents help younger students, every one shares and we all 
smile a lot!  And if the sun is shining this day makes for 
truly fantastic photos opportunities to treasure for a life-
time! 
 

Thank you all for always pitching in so generously to 
make this event so special for the children. It takes a vil-
lage to stage a fabulous Egg Hunt! 
 

Deb DiGiulio 
RE Director 

Henny Penny  
The Third Annual Henny Penny Art show will take place 
in the Cleveland and Barnard Rooms on Thurs-
day April 27th at 6pm.  Feel free to join the Henny Pen-
ny families as they walk among preschool masterpiec-
es!  The pieces chosen range from lollipop sculptures, 
Kandinsky-inspired concentric circles, Chinese calligra-
phy, collages, screen printing, and more! 
 
Enrollments for September 2017 are being accept-
ed.  We have limited 2-day schedules available.  All of 
our Friday spaces are filled, but we have a handful of 
Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday spots open 
for enrollment. 
 
The Cat in the Hat visited Henny Penny late March.  Lo-
cal actor Erik Rodenhiser zipped up his Cat suit, and en-
tertained Henny Penny families at our third after hours 
family event this year.  Families arrived and participated 
in Dr. Seuss inspired crafts and games, and then The Cat 
stepped in on Henny Penny's mat and shared silly sto-
ries with everyone.   
 
We are excited about warm weather around the corner 
so we can resume our visits at the Salem Council on 
Aging.  During the first three  months of school the chil-
dren made monthly trips to the Senior Center to have 
"Stories, Songs & Snacks with the Seniors."  It'll be good 
to be out & about in the fresh air again! 
 

The Henny Penny Teaching Team:  Tricia Pini, Stacey 
Dupuis and Barbara Hermann 
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Archives Committee 
First Church of Salem and the Great Salem Fire of 1914 
 

Your Archives Committee has embarked on an exciting 
book project based on an unpublished manuscript and 
accompanying photographs preserved in our Archives. On 
June 25, 1914, the day of the “conflagration,” Reverend 
Edward Dunbar Johnson was the minister of First Church. 
He and his congregation were present to witness the pro-
gress of the fire and its devastating effects.  
 

During the two years after the fire, Dunbar interviewed 
dozens of people who were also present. He turned his 
story, and their story, into a manuscript for submission to 
the Essex Institute Historical Collection series. On October 
17, 1917, Dunbar received a rejection letter from the Essex 
Institute. He placed his manuscript and notes in the church 
archive.  
 

Thanks to the professional processing work undertaken by our former Archivist, Kobi Kobialka, she was able to spot 
Dunbar’s manuscript and make note of it in the finding aid she created. Your Archives Committee spotted her note last 
year as we were learning Kobi’s process. We knew we had a book! 
 

Over the past couple of months we have put together a stellar team to work on the book. But we would love to include 
the family stories of church members to really make it “our” book. If you have a story about the Salem Fire to share, 
please contact Rose Wolf at 978-744-4010 or compassrose8@comcast.net.  We are shooting for an early December 
publication. Thank you! 
 

Respectfully submitted, Bonnie Hurd Smith  

Treasurer’s Report  

Even though there’s still three months left to our fiscal 
year, it’s budget time here at the First Church.  Com-
mittee chairs, including Human Resources, have been 
making plans for the upcoming year.  If you have a re-
quest for next year, and haven’t submitted it yet, now is 
the time.   A budget is the plan to reach our collective 
goals and pay our bills. 
 

Our annual income comes from two major sources; a 
4.5% annual draw from our endowment, and member/
friend giving.  The first part is fixed, allowing us to do 
current work and also ensuring that we preserve our en-
dowment for future generations.  The second part, giv-
ing, is our only opportunity to increase our income to 
support the staff and goals of our Congregation. 
 

If you haven’t yet made a financial pledge to our Church 
for the upcoming fiscal year which starts July 1, I encour-
age you to do so.   
 

Thank you, 
Bob Allen 

Stewardship Update 
Thank you for everyone who attended our Annual Saint 
Patrick’s Day Luncheon after church on Sunday, March 
12.  There were at least 65-70 people in attendance to 
celebrate our community and learn more about what we 
do as a church and our plans and hopes for the next few 
years.   
 

We invite all members and friends to consider making a 
pledge of support if you have not before and we thank 
everyone who has already turned in their pledge cards.   
Some of us saw the feature article about Rev. Jeff in the 
most recent issue Salem Magazine.  This article was 
about Jeff’s ministry here, which means it was not just 
about him but about us, and our way of being religious.  
It’s clear that our dynamic voice and presence in the larg-
er community makes a real difference. Pledge cards are 
available in the Meetinghouse and the Cleveland Room.   
 

Thank you for your support of First Church!  
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Standing Committee 
 

It is hard to believe that the church year is winding down. I will soon be leaving the Standing Committee along 
with Eric Kenney.  In May three new members will join the board on its ongoing journey.  This transition onto and 
off of committees is something I have learned to embrace and see as a healthy indicator of our organization. The 
spring is naturally the time we expect to see turnover in committees of members and leadership. We encourage 
this change to keep our committees energized with new perspectives and to allow longstanding members a time 
for rejuvenation. I encourage you to consider over the summer which committees you would like to join. We can 
look forward to a robust and fun committee fair in the fall, which helps to introduce newer members to new com-
mittees. Being part of various committees helps enhance our congregation, community and deepens the relation-
ships we have with one another.  
 

The decision of our Standing Committee to support the Salem Sanctuary City ordinance was reinforced for me 
after attending a lecture at the House of Seven Gables on Immigration Reform. Chief Mary Butler and Dr. Nik The-
odore (who recently completed a study on police involvement in immigration enforcement) spoke at a program 
entitled “What Happens When Police Departments Help With Immigration Enforcement?”  This talk specifically 
looked at the Hispanic and Latino community as they relate to local police departments with regards to concerns 
about immigration status. They did point out that immigrants may look to clergy and local houses of worship for 
support during times when it is unclear of the role of police departments.   
 

With this in mind, the Standing Committee expressed interest in formally joining ECCO (the Essex County Commu-
nity Organization), one of the groups who has led the Sanctuary City effort here in Salem and been an advocate 
for common sense immigration policies and programs here in Massachusetts.  With our new budget in July, we 
hope to formally become a dues paying member of ECCO, joining with 38 other congregations on the North Shore 
in their work to make Essex County a more compassionate and livable region.  
 

Willson Hall Update/Master Planning:  
This group met once last month and we are still working on many different aspects of this project. We are near 
completion in compiling a list of water management ideas. We have started a narrative log of water incursion 
events along with weather events as a way to inform our work. We are assembling a comparison table of floor 
treatment options. We have asked Archives to provide us with documents relevant to the original 1926 addition. 
We plan to meet again on April 2nd.  
 

Star Island Retreat:  
I wanted to send an invitation out to committees and 
members of the congregation that we will have the 
Standing Committee retreat on Star Island again this year. 
We want to additionally open this opportunity up to oth-
er committees and individuals to join us during our time 
there. If you haven’t been to the island you have a real 
treat waiting for you. Even for an overnight trip you will 
find yourself refreshed and renewed. It is a wonderful 
travel back in time with beauty and a simpler way of life 
surrounding you. If you have interest/questions regarding 
cost, timing, etc please feel free to reach out to any SC 
members. 
 

Mary Collari, Outgoing Chair of the Standing Committee 
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Update on Family Promise:  
Family Promise returns May 14 
In last month's Herald we wrote a piece de-
scribing our participation in the Family Prom-
ise program which gives housing and sup-
portive services to families with children 
who fall into temporary homelessness. Our 
guest families will be arriving on Sunday May 
14, and will be spending evenings and nights 
within our church until their departure on 
May 21. We welcome any kind of assistance 
you can give. Here is the signup link if you 
wish to get an early start choosing your 
spots. http://signup.com/go/diZR2o 
 

If you have questions, and/or wish to be 
added to the Family Promise email list, 
please contact Jessica 
Kane  jesskane07@gmail.com   or Hannah 
Diozzi   hannahdiozzi@gmail.com. 
 

Hannah Diozzi and Jessica Kane 

Views From the Garden 
Just when we felt the first hopeful rays of warm sun and discovered snowdrops at the edge of the woods, cruel winter 
came back with a vengeance.  It has put us behind schedule on some of our spring projects, but that hasn’t deterred us 
from planning and imagining what we will accomplish this growing season.   
 

The spring transition has begun with the replacement of the winter-burned greens on the front stairs with graceful pussy 
willows, and the complete transformation will unfold over the weeks leading up to Easter.  As the night temperatures al-
low we will add colorful blooming plants until full spring weather is upon us.   
 

The Decorating Committee has lost its able chairperson, Sandra Biondo, and so 
the Garden Committee is helping out for a while with weekly altar flowers and 
Easter decorations.  The Easter meetinghouse will be festive with flowering 
plants entirely donated by members and friends. If you are interested in help-
ing with the Decorating Committee, or even becoming chair or co-chair, please 
let someone on the Standing Committee or Garden Committee know.   
 

Our annual Spring Cleanup date is Saturday, April 8th and that’s no joke!  The 
backup date will be April 8.  Please join us for a while on the morning of the 
8th to help us ready the grounds for the halleluiah of spring.  We’ll start at 
9:00 and work until we’re finished, so the more the merrier and the faster we 
will be done.   
 

Our next Herald article will include our big plans for 2017 projects as we con-
tinue our mission to make the gardens and the face of our beloved church a 
place of beauty and welcome.   
 

Your Garden Committee Co-chairs,  
Jan Eschauzier, Mary Collari, and Lynn Taggart  

Monks in the House 
On Wednesday, March 29, our congregation once again hosted and pro-
vided overnight accommodations for the Buddhist monks of the Nippozan 
Myohoji Buddhist Order and their supporters from the Peace Pagoda in 
Leverett, MA.  This is their 16th Annual “Walk for a New Spring,” during 
which the monks and their friends walk from Leverett, MA to Washington, 
DC, over the course of three months.  This year they seek to raise aware-
ness about providing sanctuary to immigrants and refugees and the teach-
ings about “loving thy neighbor” found in all great religious faiths of the 
world.  Here in Salem they met with the Mayor and Congressman Seth 
Moulton and then attended the Special Meeting of the City Council that 

night dealing with the proposed Sanctuary City 
ordinance.  After 6 hours of hearings and debates, 
the ordinance was approved, we are pleased to 
report.   
 

Information on their walk can be found here: 
https://newenglandpeacepagoda.org/events/walk
-updates/ 
 

We would like to thank Nancy TenBroeke, Deb 
DiGuilio, and Art and Melanie McDonald for 
providing some delicious vegetarian fare for our 
monastic guests and their supporters.   

https://newenglandpeacepagoda.org/events/walk-updates/
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Program on November Election 
Thursday, April 6 at 7pm 
 

On Thursday, April 6, Pam Wilmot will 
lead a program entitled Contempo-
rary Threats to Democracy: Gerry-
mandering and the Electoral College 
about the November election and the 
current state of voting rights and ac-
cess around the country.  Wilmot is 
the Executive Director of Common 
Cause Massachusetts and will describe how congres-
sional districts have been redrawn since the 2010 Cen-
sus and how and why  this “new age of Gerrymander-
ing” is undermining our democracy.  In addition she will 
address about the current state of the Electoral College 
and explain why it no longer serves the original pur-
pose of our country’s Founders. 
 

This program is part of the First Church in Salem’s 
“Resistance” Speaker Series for 2017.  Over the course 
of the next 12 months the congregation is hosting a 
series of programs dealing with major social and politi-
cal issues facing the United States.   

New Member Orientation Session 
Sunday, April 30 
 
Interested in joining the First Church and deepening 
your involvement with our liberal religious community?  
We welcome new members twice a year, in December 
and May.  Towards that, we offer an opportunity to 
learn more about the church and meet some of our 
leadership and members.   
 

The New Member Orientation session will be offered 
after church on Sunday, april 30.  Anyone wishing to 
join in May is encouraged to attend .  New Members 
will be voted in during the Annual Meeting of the Socie-
ty at church on Sunday, May 7.  To sign up or learn 
more, please speak with Rev. Barz-Snell or call the 
Church Office.  

UU Mass Action Lobby Day  
Tuesday, April 11 
 

Join UU Mass Action and fellow UU’s from all over the 
state as we gather in Boston and at the Statehouse for 
a day of education and advocacy.  We gather at the His-
toric Arlington Street Church, on the edge of the Boston 
Common on Arlington Street for a briefing from about 
9:30 to noon.  Then in the afternoon, we visit our legis-
lators at the State House, going in small groups to ex-
press our support for specific bills that we believe re-
flect our values as a religious people.   
 

Sign up ASAP at UU Mass Action and they will make ap-
pointments for you with your legislators.  There will be 
issue groups on Climate Change / Environmental Jus-
tice, Criminal Justice, and Immigration Policy and Re-
form.  For more information or to register, go to 
www.uumassaction.org 

Social Justice Cmt Meeting 
Sun, April 9 after church 
 
Join us after church on April 9 for a 
meeting of the Social Justice Cmt to 
learn about our involvement with 
ECCO, UU Mass Action and our sup-
port of local issues.   

Walking Tour of Local Plants 

Sunday, April 30, 12:30 pm after church 

 
Plants are much more than pretty flowers or annoying 
weeds. They are a huge part of what sustains us in the 
world. Our church values sustainability in this modern 
world and knowing and using the useful plants is a big 
part of living sustainably. Want to know which plants 
and weeds are good for food or medicine (yes, even in 
the city!)? Join Iris Weaver, Foraging Instructor and 
member of our congregation, for a walk around the 
church and a few blocks of the McIntyre District to learn 
more about our local plants. Bring your camera or a 
notebook to record all the exciting things you will learn! 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, April 16 and Sat, April 22 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on the third Sunday and the fourth Saturday 
of every month There are THREE ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Bar-
nard Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Facebook page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom 
(alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
 
Thank you to our March volunteers: Moses Lonegan, Richard L'Heureux, Paul Marquis, Doreen Beauregard, The Tru-
ongs, Steve Sawtell, Alan Hanscom, Hannah Casey, Julia Channing, Kathleen Collins, Joel Bland, Lucy and Eliza Bland, 
Jeff and Leah Barz-Snell, Holly Chase, Amanda Roeder, and Peter Copelas. 

Meeting House Flowers  
The Garden and Decorating Committee are pleased to announce several enhancements to the Altar Flower Program: 

• Three different price points: $15, $25, $45.  

• We supply the arrangement in consultation with you.  

• Or we gratefully accept the arrangement you provide.  

• Your donation will be acknowledged in the Order of Service.  

• If possible, plant material will be re-purposed in the foyer or in the garden.  

• Committees are encouraged to participate once a year to highlight an aspect of their work.  

We hope this new program will inspire more members to celebrate an event, memorialize or honor a loved one. Sign 
Up Online! Additionally, a signup sheet will also be circulated during Fellowship Hour or you may email Catherine in the 
office at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com or contact Jan Eschauzier directly at 978-969-1820 or  
janeschauzier@gmail.com.  

April Marches for Science and the Climate: 
Despite claims that assert otherwise, climate change is a growing and looming threat.  Two major events are planned in 
Washington, DC this month, with satellite actions in Boston and other cities. If there is any way that you can take part, 
do so. 
 

On Saturday, April 22, Earth Day, join the March for Science, 
a national rally to support and safeguard the scientific community. In 
addition to the DC rally, there will be 428 satellite marches around the 
world, and options for "attending virtually."  
 

 
 
 

 
 
On Saturday, April 29 join the People's Climate March.   
For people in eastern and central states, the call is to make the trip to Washington, DC to cre-
ate a massive presence. "We will demonstrate our power and resistance at the gates of the 
White House. We will bring our solutions to the climate crisis and the problems that affect our 
communities to our leaders in Congress to demand action." For those of us farther away, 
many satellite events are scheduled, including a major event in Boston. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uRaMkFL1_wdzXKoJVyWAhudVECJIsYTjsegRtIhbh25xsdXmow7hhNJojCsJKkEf7cdvy4c_7cXxIdjLBmm5wW31is7wggdcxEgjXWsOUDMgPpFflBmJkQXgIJ0vILiy1sUOtM0kU_9k-Ob1TsIErQ5O-_CJWJUYl_KLiJDvz7eNi_3WWAw0Zg==&c=d8Qvi7lsOqCpFwa4m5YDHOZKHN_mGH4duM5lYEhwZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uRaMkFL1_wdzXKoJVyWAhudVECJIsYTjsegRtIhbh25xsdXmow7hhNJojCsJKkEfIAvFIF8dkkwLK9KvEBCtRQKawlbXy1gi2AaLkoyZAD_x_5xj6U-qGUQEXE6xnsnMXF2-WO9X3ogn1WqK1PoMAnyAOOHKnD7IWYnPZWs5cBD4P6DErX5UJw==&c=d8Qvi7lsOqCpFwa4m5YDHOZKHN_mGH4duM5lYEhwZ
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Welcome Committee 

The Welcome Committee’s mission is to help the transition from walking 
through the doors of First Church for the first time, to being an active 
member or friend of the community, a friendly and fun process.  We 
have created two roles at the church to facilitate this.  One is a Greeter 
who stands at the entrance of the church when people arrive.  They are 
there to answer questions and to be a friendly welcoming 
presences.  Then during coffee hour after the service, we have the Wel-
come Table.  This is a second opportunity to be a friendly face, answer 
questions and to encourage people to sign up to receive the Herald and e-Herald.  We ask that you work the Welcome 
Table for about 20-30 minutes of hour coffee hour, then you are free to mingle. 
 
The Welcome committee is looking for people who are interested in helping out with these roles.  Please see the First 
Church Website and follow the link to the sign-up genius to pick a Sunday to help out.  Taking the time to talk to new 
people helps build our community, makes people feel more welcomed and fulfills our covenant of taking this walk to-
gether.   
 
This winter we also organized 2 potluck dinners for newer members of the church.  Thank you to Alicia Diozzi and Mike 
Mascolo and Mark Stevens for hosting our potlucks.  We had 23 adults and children attend the two potlucks.   
 
THE WELCOME COMMITTEE WILL HOLD ITS NEXT MEETING ON TUESDAY, APRIL 4TH AT 7pm.  We are looking for 
more members of the committee. If you are interested in joining us please email Donna Fritz at 
dlhayes44@hotmail.com. 
 
Happy Spring, 
Donna Fritz- Chairperson, Alicia Diozzi, Jeanne Petta and Iris Weaver 

Fellowship Committee 
Easter is coming!  April is such a fun time to be at church.  We all seem to come out 
of the hibernation of the winter and say “see you next year” to some of the comfort 
food of the winter.  We begin to look forward to the fresh food that will come from 
the earth soon.  And of course there are all the beautiful flowers.    
 
Please join the Fellowship Committee on Easter Sunday for a Community Fellow-
ship. Once a Month we have a Community Fellowship, which is simply a potluck fel-
lowship.  We ask everyone who can to bring one dish to share.  Simple foods to pre-
pare, like a bowl of grapes or cheese and crackers are perfect.  For those who have  talent or love for cooking and want 
to prepare something more elaborate, we are always happy to try your tasty treats and will often ask for the reci-
pe!!   Thank you in advance for bringing something to nourish our bellies as we come together to nourish our souls.   
 
Thank you to our March Fellowship Hosts- Joan and Richard Hannah, Tiffany Magnolia, Jan and Peter Eschauzier, Judy 
Kearney, Marlene Warner and Jon Streff and family, Christiane Hansen-Mitev 
 
I would also like to welcome Indra Milowe and Nancy Peluso who recently joined the Fellowship Committee. 
 
Happy Spring! 
Donna Fritz- Fellowship Chairperson,  Stephanie Diozzi, Chris Finn, Indra Milowe, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, and Nancy 
Peluso 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Annual First Church Yard Sale  
Sat, April 29 
There is still time to donate items, sign up to help 
out and don’t forget to attend the grand event!  For 
questions please speak with our “Master of the 
Sale,” Mr. Peter Eschauzier, pgeschauzier@me.com 

May Day with the First Church 
Sun, April 30  
 
On Sunday, April 30 join us for our Beltane Celebra-
tion. The service will conclude with a May Pole ritual 
and dance, weather permitting! 
 
 


