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You should not be reading this.  Given the demographic trends in this country and 
changing opinions about organized religion, you should not have this newsletter in 
your hand.  And yet you do!  Hurray!  It turns out that while the fastest growing reli-
gious category in the U.S. are the "Nones" - those that check "none" when asked about 
their religious affiliation - there is still a real need and hunger for healthy, active, dy-
namic religious community in people's lives; in our lives.  I meet a lot of people these 
days who do not attend any religious service (but are "spiritual") and who don't even 
realize what they are missing in their lives.   
 
Part of why I do what I do is that I am convinced that I am a better person and we are 
a better people when each of us sets aside moments when we remember our best 
selves and our highest values.  An active and welcoming congregation is a really good 
way of meeting that tacit need in each of us.  The ancient Jews called this Sabbath.  
This was a time each week when people were invited to set aside their daily work (and 
worries and to-do lists and Outlook Calendars...) and reconnect to something greater 
than themselves.  Wayne Mueller observes that "Sabbath dissolves the artificial ur-
gency of our days, because it liberates us (for even a short while) from the need to be 
finished.”  Setting aside even one hour a week for reflection, for rejuvenation, for sing-
ing, for laughing, for dreaming and for serving can make a big difference in our lives, 
not over night but over time. 
 
That is what we do here as a congregation - we gather together and remember what 
an amazing, crazy, beautiful and challenging life this really is.  And we do all this with 
good music, inspiring preaching, engaging programs for kids, great fellowship hours, 
and meaningful ways to serve and make a difference.  There really is a role for pro-
gressive-minded organized religion in people’s lives.  We prove it each and every Sun-
day. Thank you for being part of one countercultural group defying the odds and social 
trends. 
 
Homecoming Sunday is September 11.  We will gather for our annual Water Commun-
ion service as we greet one another after the summer season.  I will look forward to 
seeing you all.   
 
Here's to another great season as a community and reaching out to one another and 
the world in ways that heal, inspire and make a difference.   
 
See you in church,  

“[T]hat old September 
feeling, left over from 
school days, of summer 
passing, vacation nearly 
done, obligations gather-
ing, books and football in 
the air ... Another fall, 
another turned page: 
there was something of 
jubilee in that annual au-
tumnal beginning, as if 
last year's mistakes had 
been wiped clean by sum-
mer.” 

- Wallace Stegner 

Minister’s Musings 
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September Schedule of Events 
Sun, September 4: Labor Day Weekend 
No Service 
 

Sat, September 10 
9am Choir Service 
 

Sun, September 11: Homecoming Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Water Communion and 
Choir Service 
First Coming of Age (COA) Class 
 

Tue, September 13 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Wed, September 14 
7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, September 15 
7pm Islam and America 
 

Sun, September 18 
10:30am Service 
1pm Apple Picking at Russell Orchard 
 

Thu, September 22 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, September 24 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, September 25 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service with Choir 
COA Mentor Sunday* Mentors meet with COA Class 
Committee Fair during Fellowship 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 

Around the Parish 
David Radue lost his grandmother in August.  She was 99 
years old when she passed.  Funeral services were held in 
Wisconsin where she had lived most of her life.   
 
Jerrie Hildebrand was the lead host here in Salem for a na-
tional conference of the Covenant of UU Pagans.  CUUPS 
rented out our space for the weekend-long series of pro-
grams and events.  Fortunately the weather was splendid, 
allowing folks to be outside and even host Sunday morning's 
service in the Garden. 

Our condolences go to Ryan and Lynn Donovan, upon the pass-
ing away of Ryan's father, Fred Donovan, in late August.  He was 
54 years old and passed away after suffering a large aneurysm.   
 
Richard Fubel passed away unexpectedly at the end of August.  
He was 54 years old.  Richard had moved to Salem five years ago 
and attended both First Church and Grace Church.  There is a 
small memorial service planned in Lexington for Monday, Sep-
tember 5. 
 
Susan Engelke continues to recover from spinal fusion surgery in 
June.  She is walking around and doing great.  We were de-
lighted to see her in church recently.   
 
Rachel Spatafore, Bonnie Hurd Smith and other members of the 
Archives Committee have been working down in our Archives 
collection.  Meeting with our occasional Church Archivist, Kristin 
"Kobi" Kobialka, the Archives Committee has been stepping up 
their efforts to research and showcase some of what we have in 
our large collection.  There are "perks" to being almost 400 years 
old, and one of them is our fascinating collection of historic re-
cords.   
 
Ricardo Sanchez was selected as "Best Personal Chef" by North 
Shore Magazine.  Their annual "Best of the North Shore" (BONS) 
competition seeks to identify and highlight the best restaurants 
and attractions in our area.  Ricardo trained at the Napa Valley 
Cooking School and has worked as a chef in Manhattan and on 
the West Coast.  He is currently working at Parsnip in Harvard 
Square, but has a passion for catering events and dinner parties.  
This is his third BONS award.  Anytime you see him bring an item 
to Fellowship Hour, run, don't walk, to the Cleveland Room after 
the service! 
 
The Standing Committee (aka our Board) did an overnight re-
treat in August at Star Island, one of the nine Isles of Shoals off 
the coast of Portsmouth, NH.  The group discussed their hopes 
and plans for the next year and took in the stunning views of this 
conference center affiliated with the UUA and UCC.  Ever been 
to Star Island?  If not, you can learn about this fascinating place 
at: http://starisland.org/.  We may open this up to the entire 
congregation as an end of summer overnight retreat next year. 
 
Heading back:  Theo Burbank is going back to Smith College, 
Hannah Palmer returns to the University of Edinburgh, and India 
Schultz starts back at Salem State.  "Johnny" Newhall heads 
back west to Lawrence University after a really cool summer 
internship at the UUA.  Meanwhile, Andrew Truong returns to 
Holy Cross in Worcester, MA after a year of study and travel in 
Spain, for which he no doubt has our sincerest sympathies. 
 
Have an item for Around the Parish?  The Minister always and 
happily accepts submissions.  Email or call his office.   

http://starisland.org/
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1  
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

2 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

3 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

4 Labor Day 
No Service 

 
FAMILY PROMISE 

5  
 

6   
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

11 Homecoming 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service & 
Water Communion 
First COA Class 

12  
 

13  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 

14 
7:15pm Stand-
ing Cmte Meet-
ing 

15  
7pm Islam and Amer-
ica 

16 
 
 

 

17  
 

18 
10:30am Service 
1pm Russell Orchard Trip 

19  
 
 

 

20  
 
 

 

21 
 

22 
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 
 

 

23  
 

24  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge  

25 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
COA Mentor Sunday  
Committee Fair 
4:45pm Lifebridge 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

Bereavement Support Group 
Forming 
 
From Loss to Recovery 
 
The First Church is forming a new group for those 
walking through the loss of a loved one. Gather 
with members and friends of the community for 
comfort, support and encouragement.  Drawing 
inspiration and tools from the 12-step movement, 
From Loss to Recovery is a safe place to remem-
ber, grieve, and move on after the passing of a 
friend or family member. Please contact Jeff Barz-
Snell if you're interested in participating. Meeting 
days and times TBD. 

Welcome Don Glover! 
 

With Paul Madore announcing his retirement in 
August, we are pleased that First Church member, 
Don Glover is stepping in - and up - to serve as our 
Interim Music Director for the next year.   
 
Choir Rehearsals for September will be held on: 
 
Saturday, Sep 10 at 9am 
Sun, Sep 11 at 9am 
Sat, Sep 24 at 9am 
Sun, Sep 25 at 9am 
 
Join us in making a joyful noise! 
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Religious Education Calendar 

From Religious Education  
Welcome back! Fall is always a time for new beginnings 

here at First Church. Religious Education has an exciting 

year planned for our students. We have lined up all the old 

favorites like Halloween Sunday, Family Fun Night and the 

Christmas Pageant, all of which become special childhood 

memories for our children and help us bond as a commu-

nity.  For our children K through 7 we are fine tuning a fall 

session full of outings and action. 

Our students in grades 8 and will be participating in their 

Coming of Age year.  Coming of Age (COA) is a year long 

program where youth explore values, beliefs, spiritual life, 

and UU identity. A mentor relationship between each youth and an adult in the congregation provides a per-

sonal connection to the congregation and support through the challenges of the COA program.  The program 

will culminate in June with a special Coming of Age service. This year we are lucky enough to welcome Denise 

Granniss back as Coming of Age class leader. 

We are in the process of hiring a Youth Advisor for our Youth, grades 8 through 12. We have 25 high school 

age youth.  Our new Youth Advisor will lead nurture this group of great young people with opportunities for 

hanging out together, social justice activities, youth retreats, and personal and spiritual growth. Our Youth 

will alternate meeting Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings so keep an eye out for lots of youth related ac-

tivity around First Church this year!  

Watch your inbox for the weekly RE Snapshot newsletter with more details. Be sure bring the entire family to 

church on Sunday September 7th and as many Sundays as you are able. We are here and ready to continue 

building our spiritual home together. 

September 11  Homecoming Sunday  
 Coming of Age (COA) meets  
September 18  1pm Apple Picking at Russell Orchard! 
 6pm COA Family meeting. 
September 25  COA Mentor Sunday   
October 2  World Communion Sunday 
 Bread Baking Sunday. No COA 
October 9  COA meets 
October 16  COA meets 
October 21  Family Fun Night Halloween Party! 
November 6  COA Mentor Sunday 
November 13  COA meets.  
 Pageant casting. 

November 20  Thanksgiving Sunday   
 No COA 
November 27  COA meets  
 Pageant rehearsal. 
December 4  COA Mentor Sunday  
 Pageant rehearsal. 
December 11  COA meets 
 Pageant rehearsal 
December 18  Annual Christmas Pageant  
 and Family Christmas Party. 
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From Stewardship Committee 
The Stewardship Committee held their summer retreat in August. The agenda included a recap of Fiscal Year 
2016 and planning for Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17); and do we have plans for you! Be on the lookout for further 
Time and Talent offerings, community get-togethers, and more. 
 
Speaking of FY17, we have received 69 pledges totaling $107,873, an 11% increase in dollar amounts, but 10 
fewer pledges than we had received last year at this time. The final approved budget for FY17 shows a need 
for the Stewardship Committee to raise $136,000 to meet our funding goals. If you haven’t yet returned your 
pledge card for FY17 please do so as soon as possible, so that we can see where we are in regards to our 
goals. Members of the Stewardship Committee will be reaching out to those who haven’t yet turned in a 
pledge card. 
 
The Stewardship Committee had fun planning for the new liturgical year, and would like to share that fun 
with you. If you would be interested in becoming a member of the Stewardship Committee, reach out to any 
of us with questions. You’ll also have a chance to learn more about the Committee and what we do at the 
annual Committee Fair coming up in September.  
 
And as always, thank you for all that you do for First Church! As a community, First Church helps improve the 
lives of our members, friends, and neighbors. These contributions are made possible through your commit-
ments to First Church through your financial support as well as your gifts of time and talent.  
 
Sincerely, 
Marlene Warner, co-chair, Tommy Leon, co-chair 
Alicia Diozzi, Bill Henning, Russell Lane, Lloyd Woodcock 

Family Promise at First Church 

August 28 - September 4 

First Church hosted Family Promise the week of August 28 - September 4.  
 
We have so many people to thank for a successful hosting of Family Promise. With over 30 volunteers provid-
ing meals, sitting with our guests at dinner, and sleeping overnight in our lovely building, not to mention a lot 
of behind-the-scenes work, we don’t want to take up too much space in naming everyone.  
 
During the host week, and even before in preparation, Henny Penny and Religious Education program have 
been very gracious about us infringing on their space. Special thanks to Deb DiGiulio, Valentina Burbank, Tri-
cia Pini, and the Henny Penny staff for their support. Thank you to Jamie Tanch for installing three air condi-
tioners upstairs and making sure they worked! And of course so much of the hard labor was provided by our 
always smiling sexton, Billy McCarthy. Thank you all, so very 
much, for making this endeavor possible! Our next host 
week will be November 6 - 13, please see Jessica Kane if 
you're interested in contributing in any way.  
 
Sincerely, Jessica Kane, Hannah Diozzi, Lynn Taggart,  
Iana Plum and all the Family Promise crew  
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Henny Penny  
Henny Penny kicks off 
the new school year 
Monday September 
12th.  We are excited to 
share we are enrollment 
spaces are full, and a half
-dozen names are on our wait-list.   Last spring the Depart-
ment of Early Education and Care was on site for our li-
cense renewal visit and granted us an increase of capacity 
from 20 students (Monday - Thursday) to 25 stu-
dents.  Henny Penny is  in session on Fridays, but staffing 
levels do not allow for an increase on that weekday.   
 
This year we offer a Kindergarten Readiness Room to the 
program.  This addition to Henny Penny welcomes children 
eligible for kindergarten September 2017.  The K-
Readiness room has a longer school day, and will have 
more learning opportunities for students as it is not a mul-
tiage class.  This allows for less distractions from the 
younger children during group times and learning activi-
ties, thus freeing up more time for deeper understanding 
from the “child’s-play” of the week. 
 
Our Preschool room continues to provide a multi-age ex-
perience for youngsters.  With children ranging from 2.9 
years to 5 years, everyone is learning from one an-
other!  The older children become positive role models for 
the younger and develop leadership skills, while the 
younger children learn appropriate behavior through ob-
servation of & play with their older classmates. 
 
Our new daily schedule provides children with the oppor-
tunity to participate in weekly yoga sessions and develop-
mentally appropriate music classes.  Stacey Dupuis is a cer-
tified Kidding Around Yoga instructor and the children 
looked forward to her leading them last year.  Henny 
Penny uses the Kindermusik “Move & Groove” curriculum 
to introduce children to music, but also enhancing all areas 
of learning:  social/emotional; language/literacy; math/
logic; physical; cognition.  Children who participated in last 
year’s Move & Groove sessions loved singing, dancing and 
exploring the variety of instruments available.  We are ex-
cited to offer both yoga and music twice weekly, allowing 
students with a traditional school schedule exposure at 
least once each week. 
 
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, and Stacey Dupuis 

Journey GA by Helen Jacoby 
GA Stands for General Assembly.  Once a year the Unitarian 
Universalists gather together for fun, frolic, worship, wit-
ness, singing, workshops and business. 
This year General Assembly was held in the Pacfic Western 
Region - Columbus, Ohio. With the topic being Heart Land: 
Where Faiths Connect and reporting 1,842 delegates at-
tending along with many more non delegates.  It is held all 
over the country as well as has been held in Canada.  How 
many of you have attended a UU GA? 
 
At the start of the convention there is a banner parade in 
which many participates bring banners from their home 
churches and they are displayed throughout the convention 
site.  This year Claire Donaldson carried the First Church 
banner while I carried the UU Second Life banner.   
 
There were over 200 workshops with subject areas includ-
ing but not limited to: Black Lives Matter, Wisdom and Gen-
erosity, Accessibility, Social Witness, Faith Development, 
Interfaith Relationships, Music, Religious Ed, Stewardship, 
Theology & Spirituality as well as Worship.   We gathered 
for individually chosen workshops that were of interest to 
each of us as well as home congregations.    
 
In addition to workshops there are some major milestone 
events.  The Service of the Living Tradition in which new 
aspiring ministers, newly accredited ministers, DREs, and 
ministers of music and those who have given service and 
are retiring or have passed away. 
 
The Ware Lecture draws a large crowd as well.  A special 
invitee lectures on a topic of interest to UU's.  This year the 
speaker was Krista Tippett and the topic was “The Mystery 
and Art of Living” or as her intro says “The ‘art of living’ is 
another way to talk about ‘practices of faith’ – virtues – the 
being and doing of spiritual life that our world so desper-
ately needs in the 21st Century.” 
 
There is a business component to Ga where (what else) the 
business of the denomination is done.   Each congregation 
is allowed to send a specific number of delegates to vote 
based on the size of their home church.   There are also cer-
tified associate member organizations and trustees that are 
allowed to vote. 
 
The next four year Study/Action issue that was picked was 
CSAI-4  The Corruption of Our Democracy. Three of eight 
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proposed AIWs – Actions of Immediate Witness were presented and passed 

• Build Solidarity with Muslims 

• Some Guns, All Guns: Legislating Appropriate Restrictions 

• Stop the Hate: Protect and Support our Transgender Brothers and Sisters. 
There were two proposed business resolutions: 
Thanksgiving Day Reconsidered (approved) and Divestment from Corporations complicit in the violation of Palestinian 
rights (this did not pass).  We also got to listen to candidates for the UUA president position speak. 
 
Over a lunch break UUs responded to Westboro Baptist anti- LGBT protesters by wearing angel wings that were lent from 
Orlando and standing over 200 strong against the prejudice. 
A powerful expression of our faith and purposes and principles in action. 
 
Now, just so you don't think that GA is all work and no play, there was plenty of music, social events, worship services, and 

of course vendors.  I had lunch with members of UUSCM (UU Society of Community Ministry) which discusses how we as a 
larger congregational entity can bring lay community ministries to the forefront of our area communities.  I, as one of the 
UUSL board, also met up with members of the UU Second Life community (a virtual community) who I usually only see 
online. I also met up again with others that I know within the larger UU community.  I attended Youth and Christian Fel-
lowship worship services.  Before the regular GA even started I attended the 196th Berry Street Lecture which took on the 
topic of clergy sexual misconduct “If Our Secrets Define Us” and was given by Rev. Gail Seavey who was a minister of First 
Universalist Society of Salem.  She received a standing ovation for her lecture.  You can read more about it in the UU 
World or watch the lecture with the UU World link. 
For me, attending GA recharges my batteries and is a reaffirmation that we (I) am part of a much larger force to have an 
impact on the world. 
 
Upcoming future GA sites are: 
2017 New Orleans, LA June 21-25 
2018 Kansas City, MO June 20-24 
2019 Spokane, WA  June 19-23 
Hope to see some of you there! 
 



The Herald, September 2016 

From Mary Collari, Chair of the Standing Committee (our Board) 
Happy September! The Standing Committee is excited 
to have Marlene Warner, Richard L’Heureux and Claire 
Donaldson as new members. We have met three times 
throughout the summer and are looking forward to 
working together in the year to come.  
 

We will host a Committee Fair along with the Fellow-
ship Committee on September 25th. We are excited for 
this event as it is always a great opportunity to intro-
duce people to how we make a difference with our 
committees and to learn about all the exciting things 
going on in our midst. 
 

 The Standing Committee met August 28th and 29th on 
Star Island in the lovely Isle of Shoals.  Being sur-
rounded by the raw beauty and feel of a slower more 
simple life helped our effort in discussing goals for the 
upcoming year.  We were able to craft three major ar-
eas that we will work on this year.  
 

~We want to start work with an ad hoc group towards coordinating and completing the renovations needed for Willson 
Hall. There will be many different phases of this process and we are really excited to envision how this space could 
serve us in the future.  
 

~We want to form a “Life of the Mind Committee” whose purpose would be to develop year-round programming to 
foster adult participation in church life with an eye toward youth involvement when appropriate. We envision this 
committee as one that develops an engaging and diverse set of activities, event, and programs throughout the year to 
engage the minds of our adult church members and draw people from outside the church community 
 

~We want to examine operations of the church and evaluate aspects of functionality, membership databases, book-
keeping and coordination of volunteers. We have a vibrant and growing community and want to stay ahead of the 
need for supporting all that we do.  
 

We were lucky to have this opportunity on Star Island to reflect on matters of the church and ourselves and I think it is 
safe to say we all came back rejuvenated and enthusiastic.  We definitely hope to make this an annual event and invite 
others to consider exploring the magic of Star Island.  

 

Please feel free to approach any of us if you have questions, 
ideas or need clarification-we would love to hear from you. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Mary Collari Chair of the Standing 
Committee on behalf of the SC “Shoalers” 
Claire Donaldson, David Helen, Eric Kenney, Richard 
L’Heureux, Liv Radue, Patti Roka, Marlene Warner and Ben 
Waxman 
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Chris Hansen-Mitev 
Sally Millice 
Jim LaRue 

Brenda & Frank Marean 
Robin Haynes 

Richard & Joan Hannah 
The Fritz Family 

Indra & George Milowe 
Steve & Katherine Palmer 
Patti Roka & Jeff Brandt 

Stacia & Lloyd Woodcock 
Ellen Brandenburg 
Claire Donaldson 

Jim Ognibene 
Bob Soucy & Bob Allen 

Tommy Leon & Don Glover 
Deborah Greel & John Wathne 

Iris Weaver 
The Burbank Family 

The Barz-Snell Family 
Joyce Snell 

Jaime & Matt Navins 
Peter & Jan Eschauzier 

Richard Hannah 
Mike Giauque 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS MAY 2015 FELLOWSHIP HOSTS MAY 2015 --  AUGUST 2016AUGUST 2016  
 

Please take a moment to recognize the hard work of the Fellowship Committee which organ-
izes not only all the weekly Fellowship Hours but the monthly Community Fellowships and 

the Annual Church Picnic! 
 

Chair: Donna Fritz, 
Members: Jan Eschauzier, Bob Allen, Jennifer Barz-Snell,  

Stephanie Diozzi and Christiane Hansen-Mitev 
 

We would also like to acknowledge and thank the following church members and friends for 
hosting and making our Fellowship Hour so great! 

 
 

The Radue Family 
Stacia Cooper 

David Jeannine Helen 
Alicia Diozzi & Mike Mascolo 

Stephanie Diozzi 
Hannah Diozzi 

Bill & Erica Klag 
Kate Dulmage 

Mona Strawbel 
Jess & Matt Kane 
Mary Krigbaum 

Sandra & Rich Biondo 
Jacquelyn Rae 

Elizabeth Jainsch 
Genevieve Gilson & Eric Bauer 

Linda Stark 
Richard L’Heureux 

The Newhall Family 
Kathleen & Larry Salas 

Maggie Balz & Adam Breazeale 
Mark Stevens 

Marlene Warner & Jonathan Streff 
Youth Group 

The Garden Committee 

Keep Feeding Your Soul!Keep Feeding Your Soul!  
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Islam and America Series Continues  
Sufism - The Heart of Islam 
Thursday, September 15, 7pm 

Sufism is a path of the heart, whose practitioners cultivate non-dual qualities such as love, 
peace, and compassion.  Sufi beliefs and practices are at the center of what it means to be 
a Muslim for both Shi’i and Sunni adherents.  Join local educator Yusef Hayes for an explo-
ration of the law (Sharia), path (Tariqa), and truth (Haqiqqa), as taught in traditional and 
modern Sufism.  
 

Moving Beyond Islamophobia 
Thursday, October 13, 7 pm   

Orientalism and Islamophobia have informed how Muslims and Islam are seen and under-
stood in the United States and Europe.  This program will address how and why this por-
trayal is constructed and maintained and how to end this bigotry in our books, films, news media and personal lives. 
 

Professor Yusef Hayes is a Professor at North Shore Community College.  He is an educator, life-partner, and father, 
working in the fields of Communication and Religion. His professional interests include engaged pedagogy, Islamic mys-
ticism, environmental and social justice, and decolonization. 

Defying the Nazis  
A new film by Academy Award winning director Ken Burns 

Premiers on PBS on Tue, Sept 20 at 9 pm. 
 
Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War is an account of a daring 
rescue mission that occurred on the precipice of World War II. 
It tells the story of Waitstill and Martha Sharp, a Unitarian 
minister and his wife from Wellesley, Massachusetts, who left 
their children behind in the care of their parish and boldly 
committed to multiple   life-threatening missions in Europe. 
Over two dangerous years they helped to save hundreds of 
imperiled political dissidents and Jewish refugees fleeing the 
Nazi occupation across Europe. 
The First Church plans to host a screening in October.  

Dinner Groups Forming for the Fall 
For the last few years, we have organized dinner groups of 8-
12 people who gather for a meal 3 to 4 times over the course 
of a year, more if they wish.  These have been very popular 
and we are going to form a few more groups this fall. 
If you would like to join a dinner group, please call or email the 
Church Office, and Catherine Bertrand will add your name to 
the list.  Then, in October we will send out invitations to the 
new groups to gather and share a meal together.  It's a simple 
and fun way to get to know people. 

Apple Picking Outing to Ipswich  
Sunday, September 18 from 1 - 4 pm 
Rain Date: September 25 
Join us for our annual apple picking outing 
to Russell Orchards in Ipswich (143 Argilla 
Rd, on the Crane's Beach).  This event has now become 
an annual tradition and is a fun way to welcome the fall 
season together.  If you would like a ride, please speak 
with the Minister or Deb DiGuilio and we will see what 
we can arrange.  Bribery with cider donuts is always en-

Meeting House Flowers 
Each Sunday we provide fresh flowers on the altar 
table in the Meeting House. Members and friends 
can sign up to either provide or have flowers or-
dered in honor of or memory of an event or loved 
one. Sign ups are available on the Barnard Room 
table. Additionally, The Garden Committee will con-
tinue the “Altar to Garden” program again this year 
as another way to provide flowers for the Meeting-
house.  They create an arrangement of perennial 
plants that will grace the altar table on Sunday and 
will then find a home in the garden thereafter.  Alternately, 
they can do an elegant arrangement of a single blooming 
stem with greenery, and then the money saved will 
be gratefully put to excellent use in the garden 
budget.  All options are $45 and checks can be 
made payable to First Church.  
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Fellowship Committee 
The Fellowship Committee Welcomes you back and hopes you had a wonderful summer.  We are 
looking forward to a another year of hospitality, connection and friendship at Fellowship hour.  We 
are looking to begin filling up our sign-up genius with hosts starting right away in September.  We en-
couraged friends and members to have fun with hosting but to also serve what is manageable and 
easy for you.  Some of us have a love of cooking and want to share a love of food with the congrega-
tion.  Others want to give back to the community and provide a simple snack, while some people are 
not interested in hosting but are happy bring one dish to a community fellowship.  What ever your 
interest level, they are all needed and an important part of our fellowship tradition. So please take a look at the sign up genius or 
the sign up sheet in the Barnard room to host or keep an eye out for our upcoming Community Fellowships. 
 

We would like to thank Stephanie Diozzi for overseeing the August fellowship with assistance from our ever helpful Sexton, 
Billy.  We would like to thank Jennifer Barz-Snell and Jan Eschauzier for their time and talents they have dedicated to the fellowship 
committee, but who will not be returning to the committee this year.  We appreciate all that you do have done to assist in provid-
ing hospitality to everyone who attends First Church, especially to Jennifer who has been on the committee for many Years! 
 

If your interested in being part of the team of people who oversee Fellowship, please email Donna at dlhayes44@hotmail.com. 
 

See you at Fellowship Hour! 
Donna Fritz- Chair, Bob Allen, Chris Finn, 
Stephanie Diozzi, and Christiane Hanson-

Mitev 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners:  
Sun, September 18 and Sat, September 24 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin Street on the 
third Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month (except for the months of July and August). We draw on a pool of 
regular volunteers, as well as new ones that are interested in helping out. There have been times when it looked like 
we weren’t going to get enough people to assist, and yet it has always seemed to work out at the last minute. A big 
thank you is in order for all of these people who have stepped up to the plate, especially on holiday weekends! 
 

The meals are made large enough to serve 100 people, but the number of people in need that show up can vary dra-
matically, depending on what life circumstances they’re each individually going through. Regardless, they are always 
very grateful for our work in preparing a meal for them, and thank us heartily for it.  
 

Additionally, working in the kitchen is a very social experience for the First Church participants, and all of us have thor-
oughly enjoyed our time there. 
 

The ingredients and food for the third Sunday meal are bought by the First Church, and supplemented by items that 
Lifebridge has and they’ve given us permission to use; for the fourth Saturday meal, a generous First Church family 
pays for the grocery bill, for which we are very grateful. 
 

There are THREE ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard Room. Alterna-
tively, you can always join our Facebook page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom to be put on the email list (note: the 
online sign up page has been replaced with the Facebook page). 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Homecoming Sunday and  
Water Communion 

Sunday, September 11 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Homecoming Sunday with Water  
Communion, with Choir and resumption of 
our Religious Education programs 
 
 
Join us as we celebrate the beginning of a new 
church season.  This year on our first Sunday 
back we will once again hold a water com-
munion as part of the service.  People of all 
ages are invited to bring some water from 
their summertime journeys and adventures, 
be they far or near, to share during the ser-
vice.  We will invite people to come forward to 
pour their water into a ritual bowl and cele-
brate the many ways we are connected by and 
through water. 
Note:  A great way to bring water to the ser-
vice is in a used water bottle or jar.  You do 
not need a lot.  For the absent 
minded among us (and we've 
all been there), we will have 
water and containers on hand. 

Committee Fair during  
Fellowship Hour  
Sunday, September 25 
Ever wondered about the 
various committees mak-
ing a difference here at 
the First Church?  Are you 
curious about how differ-
ent groups are organ-
ized?  Here's your chance to learn more and 
meet some great people along the way.   
 
The Standing Committee (our board) is host-
ing a Committee Fair after church on Sep 25.   
We will have tables set up and hosted by 
many our committees, all accompanied by 
some tasty treats and Fair Trade coffee and 
tea.  This is a great way to meet fellow 
members and friends and learn more about 
the many different activities and ministries 
of the congregation.  There are so many 
ways and opportunities where we can make 
a difference, and enjoy one another's com-
pany.   

Bread Bakers Wanted   
Sunday, October 2 
October 2 is World Communion Sunday.  
It is the largest, most widely observed 
ecumenical event in the world each year.  
The First Church holds a communion ser-
vice that morning and is looking once 
again for two to three people willing to 
bake bread that we can then share dur-
ing the service and fellowship hour.  If 
you are interested and willing, please 
speak with the Minister.   


