
The Herald 

In this issue  Pg. 

November Schedule 2 

Around the Parish 2 

Calendar 3 

Religious Education 4 

Stewardship 5 

Henny Penny 5 

Standing Committee 6 

Garden 7 

UUA Program 8 

Musings: BLM Banner 8 

Family Promise 9 

Welcome Committee 9 

Events & Goings On 10 

Get Involved! 11 

Pancake Breakfast 12 

All Souls Sunday 12 

NOVEMBER 2016 

VOLUME 17, NUMBER 3 

A Publication of the First Church in Salem, Unitarian Universalist 

Almost four years ago I found myself travelling around Egypt on a tour bus.  I was on 
sabbatical visiting Israel and had the opportunity to cross over into Egypt on a special 
visa, driving through the Sinai Peninsula and then onto Cairo.  This was during the 
short period of time when the Muslim Brotherhood were in power.  (Since then, there 
has been another coup…).  Hence there were very few foreigners visiting Egypt at the 
time. 
 

For the six days I was there, my group travelled with an armed security guard dressed 
in a dark suit carrying a military style rifle.  We were told this was necessary to protect 
us.  In addition we travelled with two tour guides and a bus driver, with whom I struck 
up a “friendship” of sorts. Between Google Translate and their “okay” English we 
found we were able to communicate. 
 

Apparently I asked my guides unusual questions, to the extent that they both won-
dered if I were a journalist.  I was curious what it was like to live under a new political 
regime and what their experience had been growing up under the 30 year leadership 
of Hosni Mubarak, who had just “stepped down” the year before.  Each time we had 
one of these conversations, I was struck by their behavior: they would look both ways 
and ensure that the security guard or any other Egyptian official was not nearby.  They 
then would lower their voice almost to a whisper as they spoke.  Clearly there were 
repercussions for having these sorts of conversations with foreigners. 
 

During this tumultuous political season, I have thought about my Egyptian acquaintan-
ces every so often.  Amidst this “rough and tumble” election it is clear to me that we 
still are “blessed” with freedoms and opportunities that many people in other coun-
tries do not enjoy.  While our system of government has its problems, I for one still 
feel fortunate to be here and not somewhere else.  Lord knows there are huge chal-
lenges ahead – challenges barely mentioned during this campaign season, (such as cli-
mate change and the undue influence of corporate money in our legislative process.)  
Even so, there are also many opportunities to express ourselves freely and without the 
explicit threat of intimidation.  As we turn out attention away from politics and to-
wards the season of giving thanks, this is one of the many blessings that I will count.  
Quite often our blessings are revealed amidst the perfunctory details of our everyday 
lives if we but open our awareness. 
 

November seems like it is bursting with activity, between pancake breakfasts, hosting 
four homeless families for a week and several talks and programs.  
 

See you in church,  

Hate 
has caused  
a lot of  
problems 
in the world,  
but has not 
solved one yet.  
~ Maya Angelou 

Minister’s Musings 

SUNDAY, NOV 6 AT 2AM:  
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME—TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK!!! 
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November Schedule of Events 
 

Sat, November 5 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, November 6: All Souls Sunday 
8am Family Promise Set Up 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Candlelighting and Choir Service 
Coming of Age (COA) Mentor Sunday 
 

Tue, November 8 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
 

Wed, November 9 
7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
 

Fri, November 11: Veterans Day 
 
Sat, November 12 
9am Fall Garden Clean Up 
 

Sun, November 13 
8am Family Promise Break Down and Clean Up 
10:30am Service 
During RE: COA Meets 
11:45am New Member Orientation 
12pm Pageant Casting  
 

Thu, November 17 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, November 19 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Fall Garden Clean up Rain Date 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, November 20: Thanksgiving Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
During RE: COA Meets 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
 

Thu, November 24: Thanksgiving Day 
 

Sat, November 26 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, November 27 
10:30am Service 
During RE: COA Meets 
11:45am New Member Orientation 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
 

 

Around the Parish 
The First Church would like to thank Lyn Rae, Rob Adalpe 

and Joe Bayne for baking bread for our World Communion 

Sunday service on October 2.  The homemade loaves were 

delicious and plentiful, shared during the Communion service 

and then given out during Fellowship Hour. 
 

Our Islam and America 

Speaker Series continued 

on October 13 with Profes-

sor Yusef Hayes, delivering 

a fascinating presentation 

on the Anti-Muslim bias 

and bigotry in this country.  

Acknowledging the con-

cerns people have about 

being at war in the Middle East, he pointed to the diversity 

and productivity of the over 3 million American Muslims liv-

ing and working in the U.S.  He also showed poignant exam-

ples of how Muslims are inaccurately depicted in major com-

mercial media outlets in ways that do not foster tolerance 

and understanding.  You can watch his presentation on our 

new First Church YouTube Channel easily found at our web-

site. 
 

Xavier James Consentino Hains, youngest son of Rebecca 

and Tyler Hains, and little brother of Theo and Alex, was bap-

tized here at the First Church on October 16.  Young Xavier 

was decked out in white and actually appeared to enjoy the 

ritual. 
 

Jessica Kane, Gabe Roses and Jeff Barz-Snell participated in 

Walk to End Homelessness on October 15 at Lynch Park in 

Beverly.  Sponsored by Family Promise of the North Shore, 

this fundraiser benefits the homeless families here in our 

area.  This year the First Church in Salem team raised just 

over $1,000 from pledges from members of this congrega-

tion. 
 

It’s take a Village… to sell parking!  

We would like to thank Mary Col-

lari, her daughter Julia Channing, 

Mae Viccica, and Marlene, Cor-

mac and Owen Warner-Streff  for 

working as  volunteers during our 

parking fundraiser in October.  

We may make close to $2,000 by 

selling oh-so-precious parking 

spots during the last three week-

ends of October. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
*Religious Education is holding its Coming of Age 
(COA) class this year. Please note the COA Mentor 
Sundays. Thank you! 

1 2  
 

3 
 

 

4  
 

5  
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 

6  All Souls Sunday 

*Daylight Savings Time 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
*COA Mentor Sunday 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

7  
 
 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

8  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

9  
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
FAMILY PROMISE 

11 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

12  
9am Garden Clean 
Up 

 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 

13  
8am Family Promise Leaves 
10:30am Service  
During RE: COA Meets 
11:45am New Member  
Orientation 
12pm Pageant Casting 

14 
 

15  
 
 

16 
 
 

17  
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 

 
 

18 
 
 

19  
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
9am Garden Clean 
Up Rain Date 

20 Thanksgiving  Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

21 
 

22 
 

 

23  
 

24  
 

Thanksgiving 

25 
 

26 
4:45pm Lifebridge  

27 
10:30am Service 
During RE: COA Meets  
11:45am New Member  
Orientation 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 

28 
 

29 
 

30  
 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

Indra and George Milowe hosted another enjoyable Diwali Celebration here on October 23.  Diwali 

is the “Festival of Lights” that occurs at the beginning of the Hindu New Year each year, sometime 

in the fall at the end of the traditional growing season. During the service we all were invited to 

come forward and light Deeyas (small colorful votive candles) and then we adjourned to a colorful 

and flavorful vegetarian feast and fellowship hour. 

 

Speaking of October 23, Neil Alsip crafted an awesome “scary tree” for the Children’s Table during 

Fellowship that morning in honor of Halloween, using pieces of foam pool “noodles” and a whole 

lot of black electrical tape.  We note a trend in the creative use of props and accessories on the 

Kids’ table during Fellowship Hour. 

 

Nancy TenBroek, Mike Giague, Tonya Stepasiuk and Jeff Barz-Snell worked with the Essex County Community Organization 

(ECCO) and spent a Sunday afternoon knocking on doors and doing voter outreach in Lynn.  ECCO has been active this season with 

the local Sheriff’s race and organizing people like us to volunteer with “get out the vote” programs. 

 
Have an item for Around the Parish?  The Minister always and happily accepts submissions.  Email or call his office.   
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From Religious Education  
Goodbye Halloween and hello November!!  Our First Church Fam-
ily Fun Night Halloween Party was a blast.  Thanks to Bob Soucy, 
Donna Fritz, Chris Finn, Jeannine Helen, Bob Allen, Denise Gran-
niss, and Chris Granniss and everyone who pitched in to make this 
a wonderful event.  
 

We have been continuing our explorations of First Church Heroes. 
We have heard the amazing story of our own Reverend Thomas 
Barnard and Leslie’s Retreat during the Revolutionary War. We 
have learned about the Mary, Sophia, and Elizabeth Peabody’s 
work for children and went on a field trip to see their soon to be 
restored homes here in Salem. We explored our Universalist heri-
tage by studying about Hosea Ballou, one of the founders of Uni-
versalism. We then toured the First Universalist Society on Bridge 
St where Reverend Ballou laid the building cornerstone and 
preached for several years.  
 

In November the children of the First Church will be following in the footsteps of so many of our UU ancestors by 
reaching out to help our neighbors.  We will be collecting food for the Salem Food Pantry. The Salem Food Pantry is a 
non-profit organization begun in 1991 that opens its doors to Salem residents once a month offering fresh foods as 
well as bags of non-perishable goods. 
 

Students will be asking the congregation, their neighbors, friends, and family members to help them collect non-
perishable foods for the Pantry.  We will organize the goods and see that they are delivered to the Pantry for the No-
vember and December distributions. Students will also be exploring the problem of hunger in our own community 
through books and interactive lessons.  Please see the list of items the Salem Food Pantry always needs in the sidebar. 
A collection box will be out each Sunday in November at the entrance to the meetinghouse.  
 

Believe it or not holiday season is just around the corner and for RE that means Pageant! Pageant casting will take 
place on November 13 during Fellowship. Students (and their parents) who are interested in being part of the annual 
Christmas Pageant should go down to Willson Hall to see Max Burbank. All students are welcome to participate. Speak-
ing roles need to be able to attend most of the rehearsals.  Rehearsal Schedule is on the calendar in the sidebar. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Deb DiGiulio  Religious Education Calendar 

November 6  COA Mentor Sunday 
November 13  COA meets.  
 Pageant casting. 
November 20  Thanksgiving Sunday / No COA 
November 27  COA meets  
 Pageant rehearsal. 
December 4  COA Mentor Sunday  
 Pageant rehearsal. 
December 11  COA meets 
 Pageant rehearsal 
December 18  Annual Christmas Pageant  
 and Family Christmas Party. 

Salem Pantry Food Wish List 
• Pasta-boxed or packaged 
• Fruit cups, canned fruit, applesauce 
• Fruit boxes, bottled juice 
• Cereal, oatmeal 
• Canned or packaged soup 
• Tuna fish 
• Peanut butter 
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From Stewardship Committee 
Pancakes for everyone! 
It’s not an election slogan, it’s a promise. 
 

The annual First Church pancake breakfast will take place at 9am on Sunday, November 6. The suggested donation is 
$5 per person, or $10 per family. We’re looking for volunteers to help set up, cook, and clean up afterwards. If you’d 
like to volunteer, please contact one of the members of the Stewardship Committee below. Set up and cooking will 
begin at 8:00am. 
 

We extend a special invitation to our congregation’s newest members. If you joined First Church in the last year, we 
will have a special table set up for you to meet your fellow new members and other members of the church with whom 
you might not be familiar. Please join us for this fun, annual fellowship. 
 

The Stewardship Committee is still looking for Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17) pledge cards. If you haven’t yet returned your 
pledge card for FY17 please do so as soon as possible, so that we can see where we are in regards to our goals. Mem-
bers of the Stewardship Committee will be reaching out to those who haven’t yet turned in a pledge card. 
 

At the Committee Fair in September, we welcomed Jacob Barz-Snell as our newest member to the Stewardship Com-
mittee. If you’re interested in exploring how you can help in the stewardship of our wonderful congregation, please 
contact one of the members below. We would be specially interested in representation from a family with young chil-
dren so we can more effectively reach out to your demographic. 
 

And as always, thank you for all that you do for First Church! As a community, First Church helps improve the lives of 
our members, friends, and neighbors. These contributions are made possible through your commitments to First 
Church through your financial support as well as your gifts of time and talent.  
 

Sincerely, 
Marlene Warner, co-chair, Tommy Leon, co-chair 
Jacob Barz-Snell, Alicia Diozzi, Bill Henning, Russell Lane, Lloyd Woodcock 

Henny Penny  
 
Our focus book for November is Balloons over Broadway  by Melissa Sweet.  This 
book tells about a young boy who was curious and became an inventor.  As a man, 
he started the tradition of large balloons in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.  The 
book also teaches how the Macy family started the parade as a way for department 
store workers who were also immigrants to celebrate the holiday.  He hoped bring-
ing traditions from the variety of cultures would help them enjoy Thanksgiving so far 
from their families still living in their former countries. 
 
Part of our study of this book includes creating puppets & learning to puppet-
eer.  The children will design puppets to carry in our Second Annual Turkeys on Pa-
rade on November 16 & 17th.  We will explore a variety of traditional puppet making techniques, decide which designs 
are best for our parade, and then finally produce our puppets!  The parades will begin at 11:45am both days if you are 
interested in cheering for the children. 
 
Looking ahead to the 2017-18 school year, we will be hosting a series of Open Houses at Henny Penny in December, 
January, & February.  We will post the dates on the First Church website, on the Henny Penny Facebook page, and 
other social media sites.   
 
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, and Stacey Dupuis 



The Herald, November 2016 

Standing Committee 

Happy Autumn,  
 

We have had an exciting start to the church year. I wanted to thank every-
one for making the Committee Fair in September such a great success.  The 
room was buzzing with excitement as members were able to share commit-
tee goals and functions, welcome new committee members and even get to 
see some items from the church's wonderful silver collection. I know I 
learned new things myself by visiting the tables. The lucky winners from our 
passport raffle to ring the church bell were; Indra Milowe, Richardo Sanchez 
and Bob Soucy. Congratulations and thanks for participating!! If anyone 
missed the fair and would like more information on various committees and 
the working of the church feel free to contact me or visit the Welcome table 
during fellowship hour. 
 

One major goal of the Standing Committee this year is to work towards 
completing the renovation of Willson Hall. We have been working with the 
Master Planning Committee under the leadership of Steve Palmer to form a 
Willson Hall Task Force. We have met two times and have articulated a goal to realize the short-term aspirations we 
have for Willson Hall.  Master Planning  will coordinate with an ad hoc volunteer groups focusing on specific elements 
to get this done. There are three areas of action we're focusing on are; solving the water incursion, focusing on flooring 
and finishing of the space and determining the aspirations members have for the use of the space through a survey. 
Although, we recognize that this will take some time to complete properly we are excited to have this project under-
way. 
 

We have also taken on the October Parking Fundraiser for 3 of the weekends in October. As you might imagine it does-
n't take very long to fill up our spots (when weather is on our side) with parking at such a premium in October. It felt 
like we were providing a much needed community service as many folks were saying they had been driving around for 
~ 40 minutes before finding a spot. We hope to make this an annual month long fundraiser for the church in the com-
ing years. It has been fun welcoming visitors to Salem as they park their cars and help give them some ideas on how to 
see our wonderful city and answer questions about our church. 
 

As always, I would love to hear from you on any of these topics or others that are important to you. Please don't hesi-
tate to talk to me or any of the Standing Committee members.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Collari on behalf of the Standing Committee 
Eric Kenney, Liv Radue, Ben Waxman, David Helen, Patti Roka, Claire Donaldson, Richard L'Heureux and  
Marlene Warner 
 

The Church Needs… 
• Firewood to be used in our fireplace during the coming colder months. 
• New metal or granite benches in our Garden. 
• Help with laundering bedding after we host Family Promise the week of Nov 6-13. 

 

If you’re able to help with any of the above requests please contact the minister:  
minister@firstchurchinsalem.org.  

Thank you! 
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Views from the Garden 
We often use our space in the Herald to describe our recent projects and to 

promote our mission to create a welcoming outdoor space.  This month, at 

the turning of the year, we would like to ask for your assistance.  We enter 

into the season with enthusiasm and with a few new people interested in 

helping, for which we are so grateful.  Here are some very specific things we 

ask that you consider: 

 

Our goal for the winter entrance containers is to forage for all the materials 

and not spend anything on winter greens.  We’ll be looking mainly for pine 

and spruce since we learned the hard way that arborvitae and juniper dry out 

too quickly.  If you or your neighbors have any evergreens that wouldn’t mind 

some discreet pruning, or if you know of any foraging sites (wasteland near 

parking lots, for instance), please do tell us.  We can arrange to carefully trim 

and transport the cuttings during the week of November 26.  Please contact 

us at l.taggart@outlook.com  before Friday November 11 so we can plan ac-

cordingly. 

 

We work within a very limited budget for the size of our property, and that pushes us to be creative in so many 

ways.  We need to find access to wholesale resources for next year’s planting projects.  If you have any contacts that 

could help, please let us know.  

 

The yew beds have lain fallow since spring, and we ask for your continued patience.  We are waiting for the availability 

of a rototiller and trailer to dig up and haul away the roots.  The equipment has been generously offered by Mark Ste-

vens, and Mike Giauque is heading up the effort.  We should be under way shortly after the Halloween madness. 

 

Fall schedule – Please Save The Dates!   

Help us get the churchyard ready for the coming winter and have fun doing 

it.   

Saturday 11/12 9:00 am – noonish, depending on the attendance.  Fall 

cleanup – bring rakes, refuse bags, and pruners, and we’ll provide the cider 

and doughnuts 

Saturday 11/19 9:00 am - Fall cleanup rain date 

Between 11/26 and 12/3 – The Garden Committee will be available by ap-

pointment to prune and/or pick up any evergreen materials (especially pine 

and spruce) that you or your neighbors can contribute. 

 

You may not choose to be on the Garden Committee, but you can, neverthe-

less, make a contribution to what we do, and we would be so very grateful.   

 

Your Garden Committee co-chairs,  

Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart 
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Upcoming UUA District Program 
Navigating Whiteness 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 from 9am-1pm  
 
For everyone seeking to shift culture in their congregation, including religious professionals, social action members and 
racial justice teams. People of all racial identities are welcome and invited to participate. $35 
Designed and presented by the New England Region Growing Racial And Cultural Equity (G.R.A.C.E.) Team 

In the United States, everyone must navigate whiteness - whether they realize they are doing that or not. At this year’s 
GRACE Summit, we will hear stories from Unitarian Universalists of various racial identities about their experience of 
navigating whiteness within and beyond their congregations. 
 
Our story tellers will share how they notice whiteness, name it, are impacted by it, resist it, transform it and how they 
navigate it. Grounded in worship and story, participants will then engage in small group reflection to consider how 
they, too, navigate whiteness - finding their own stories. Together, we will identify ways each of us can work within, 
across and beyond congregations for collective liberation.  
 
LOCATION: First Parish Church of Weston, MA 
REGISTRATION CLOSES: Monday, November 7th or capacity 

Musings on our “BLACK LIVES MATTER” banner   
The Garden Committee has spent some time lately working on the containers 
on the stairs facing Essex Street.  It’s October in Salem, so even more than 
usual we engage with tourists (“The building is open to the public only on Sun-
day mornings, but can we tell you something about our unusual and historic 
church?).  More often than one would think, the people are from outside the 
US.  One day in mid-October, we were approached by an Australian woman 
who told us that she had read the new placard out front, just to the left of our 
old “wayside pulpit”.  She told us that it was the most eloquent explanation of 
the “Black Lives Matter” movement that she had read, and she said “Please tell 
your Pastor that I was very touched.  Very touched.  I wish this could be read 
by many more people.”   
 

I thanked her and promised that I would tell our minister, and I did.  I confess 
to you that I had not, at that time, read it myself because it’s not on my normal 
path to the church.  But I can tell you now that I have read it, and it moved me, as well.  I am proud that my 
community has taken this stand, and that we have made such an articulate explanation.   
 

I would like to honor this un-named Australian woman by asking that we all read the statement that is in 
front of our church.  We owe it to ourselves, and to the people we are trying to support.   
 

Peace,  
Lynn Taggart 
 
Note: Our statement about the Black Lives Matter banner is also posted on the church’s website.  
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Family Promise Returns to First Church 

November 6 - 13 

 

Once again we will be setting our 
table and making up cots as we host 
3-4 homeless families from Novem-
ber 6  - 13 this month.  Per usual, we benefit from many volunteers and 
have about 35 different ways you can help.  To sign up go to the church 
website.  To find out more information, speak with Jessica Kane, Hannah 
Diozzi or Jeff Barz-Snell.  If you wish to serve as a dinner host or as an 
overnight volunteer, you need to attend a 2 hour training and orienta-
tion, which Family Promise offers on a rolling basis in Beverly. 
 
Did you know that the First Church is one of 13 congregations on the 
North Shore serving as host site?  Thank you for supporting this great pro-
gram here! 
 

Welcome Committee 

We all know what its like to go to a new place for the first time and how hard 
it can be to understand the routines or to find a friendly face.  The welcome 
committee is striving to make that first visit as smooth as possible. In order 
to do that, we need the help of everyone in the congregation, the young and 
the old.  We would like to have a greeter at the door for a the few minutes 
before church to be a friendly face and to provide information for those who 
might have questions.  We are hoping to also include children and teens.  If 
you would be interested in being that friendly face, please sign up on the Church's "Welcome Table and Greeter" sign 
up in the Sign-up genius.  The Sign-up Genius not your thing?  Its ok!   Stop by the Welcome table, we have a paper sign 
up there.  
 

Greeters: A new role on Sunday mornings.  Greeters arrive early to church and encourage people to use their name 
tags and to welcome anyone who is new. 
 

Welcome Table:  The Welcome table provides a place for new people to go during the sometimes overwhelming fel-
lowship hour to see a friendly face,  ask questions, sign up to receive the Herald and e-Herald and to gather other info 
about Unitarian Universalism.  
 
ATTENTION ALL NEW MEMBERS FROM DECEMBER 2015 AND MAY 2016 
At the Pancake breakfast on November 6th we wish to extend you a special invitation to our newest members of First 
Church.  We will reserve two tables for new members as our special guests of honor.  We hope you can join us at the 
pancake breakfast for this cherished First Church tradition. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in church! 
Donna Fritz, Alicia Diozzi, Deborah Greel, Jeanne Petta, Rachel Spatafore, Iris Weaver, and Hannah Diozzi 
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Sunday “Life of the Mind and Soul” Programs in November 
25-30 minutes for inspiration, conversation and learning, during the First three Sundays in November during Fellow-

ship Hour. 

 

Visiting and Living in Ota, Japan 
Sun, Nov 6  
Luce Brandt, Justin Granniss and Jason Hedstrom all travelled to Ota, Japan this summer as part of a longtime exchange 
program sponsored by the City of Salem.  They will share some of their experiences and photos from their trip. 
 

What is the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and Why You Should Care? 
Sun, Nov 13  
Join us for a discussion of the Trans-Pacific Partnership - a trade agreement between the US and 11 other countries 
involving 40% of the world's economy. Free trade agreements, like NAFTA, over the past 30 years have helped to drive 
a jump in income inequality both inside the US and globally. How will the TPP affect that trend and other matters like 
the environment, food, healthcare, and human rights? Does it live up to our UU Principle to “promote justice and com-
passion in human relations?” What, if anything, should we do about it? 
 

Travelling to Central America to make a Difference 
Sun, Nov 20  
Amanda Roeder travelled to Central America last summer as part of a volunteer work program.  Come hear about her 
experiences and be reminded of the many “everyday blessings” we take for granted here in Eastern Massachusetts. 

Canned Food and Personal Item Drive  
To Benefit the Salem Food Pantry 
Sunday, Nov 20 
Everyone is invited to bring canned food and personal hygiene products (toothpaste, dental 

floss, etc) to our Thanksgiving Sunday Service on Sunday, Nov 22.  Financial donations can 

be made payable to the Salem Food Pantry. 

New Member Orientation Sessions 
November 13 and 27 
 
Interested in joining the First Church and deepening your involvement with our liberal religious community?  
We welcome new members twice a year, in December and May.  Towards that, we offer two opportunities 
to learn more about the church and meet some of our leadership and members.   
 
Two New Member Orientation sessions will be offered after church on Sunday, November 13 and 27.  Any-
one wishing to join in December is encouraged to attend one of these sessions.  New Members will be voted 
in during a Special Meeting of the Society immediately after church on Sunday, December 11.  To sign up or 
learn more, please speak with Rev. Barz-Snell or call the Church Office.    
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, Nov 20 and Sat, Nov 26 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin 
Street on the third Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month 
There are THREE ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard 
Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Facebook page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom 
(alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
 
Thank you to our volunteers for October: Holly Chase, Brian Hancock, Sally Holtzman, Amanda Roeder, Maria 
and Elisa Voss, Lloyd and Stacia Woodcock, The Massaris, Suzzanne Riley, Alan Hanscom, Marissa Euell and 
family, Richard L'Heureux, Susan Engelke and Gabe Roses. 

Meeting House Flowers 
Each Sunday we provide fresh flowers on the altar table in the Meeting House. Members and friends can sign 
up to either provide or have flowers ordered in honor of or memory of an event or loved one. Sign ups are 
available on the Barnard Room table. The Garden Committee’s “Altar to Garden” program will be on hiatus 
until March. However, they can do an elegant arrangement of a single blooming stem with greenery, and 
then the money saved will be gratefully put to excellent use in the gar-
den budget.  All options are $45 and checks can be made payable to 
First Church.  
 
Thank you to Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Ricardo Sanchez, Iris Weaver 
and Tommy Leon & Don Glover for the flowers during the month of Oc-
tober.  

Fellowship Committee 
What a joyous month of celebration and food.  Home baked breads, snacks pre-
pared with locally grown foods, spooky Kids's tables and another wonderful Diwali 
service and fellowship provided by Indra and George Milowe, and those are just to 
name a few!   
 

Thank you to all you who participated in our Fall Harvest Community Fellow-
ship.  We would also like to thank our Fellowship hosts; Stephanie Diozzi, Hannah 
Diozzi, Joy Snell, Kathleen Salas and Family, Indra and George Milowe, Neil Alsip 
and family, Laura Caron and Family, Christiane Hansen-Mitev and the Burbank Family.  
 

Our next Community Potluck Fellowship: 
NOVEMBER 20th will be our THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP.  We welcome all contributions to our church 
Thanksgiving Celebration for the adult and children's tables. 
 

See you at Fellowship! 
Donna Fritz, Chris Finn, Stephanie Diozzi and Christiane Hansen-Mitev 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

All Souls Day: Candlelighting Service 

Sunday, November 6 

All those in attendance are invited to come forward and 
light a candle in memory of a dearly departed loved 
one.   

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, November 6 at 9:00am  
[Daylight Savings Time at 2am] 
Be sure to join us Sunday, Nov. 6th for a pancake break-
fast, served from 9:00 am until 10:15. Organic, farm-
fresh eggs will be served! 
 

Volunteers to prepare and serve are needed. If you can 
help out, please add your name to the sign-up sheet in 
the Barnard Room, call the church office at 978-744-
1551, or send an email to firstchurchin-
salem@gmail.com.  
 

Donations ($5/person or $10/family) to help cover costs 
are appreciated. 


