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A Publication of the First Church in Salem, Unitarian Universalist 

On May 1st I will be concluding my tenure as chair of the Standing Committee. 
 
The Standing Committee is essentially the “board of directors” of the Church and according to 
the bylaws is responsible for the custody and control of the Church building and the property, 
hiring of all employees and appointing all “agents of the Society” except the Minister, Dea-
cons and Deaconesses, and the officers, and authorizing of all expenditures. 
 
Committee members this past year were Jim Ognibene, Liv Radue, Eric Kenney, David Helen, 
Ben Waxman, Patti Roka, Carol Hedstrom, Mary Collari as vice chair, and myself. 
Some of the items accomplished during the year: 

 Expanding our stated mission to the greater community by recognizing our joint Uni-
versalist roots with a change in the bylaws that redefines ourselves as the “First 
Church in Salem, Unitarian Universalist”, after the closure of the First Universalist So-
ciety of Salem. 

 

 Allocating funds to update the website, and funds to underwrite the on-going “Islam 
in America” Lecture Series and a “Black Lives Matter” statement at the front of the 
Church. 

 

 Starting to work with the Finance Committee and the Religious Education Committee 
to try to fund a part-time Youth Coordinator to help energize and sustain the Youth 
Group. 

 

 Endorsing the Citizens’ Climate Lobby Climate Action statement urging the U.S. Con-
gress to sponsor measures that will acknowledge the serious threat posed by climate 
change; and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in a clear, transparent and effective 
way. 

 

 Convening a Task Force to research the origins of the Church’s various restricted 
funds and confirming that budget allocations are consistent the intents of dedicated 
gifts that created these funds originally, some of which date back more than a cen-
tury. 

 
In addition, one of my personal “pet” projects, which I will keep involved in even after my SC 
tenure is done, has been to work on an organizational document that would serve as a master 
handbook or operational “owner’s manual” for the Church.  Although this will ultimately be a 
multi-year project, the initial focus has included the compilation of all of the committee mis-
sions and a description of their interactions and operations, with information gained from a 
“Committee Summit” of representatives of all Church Committees. 
 
Out of this I attempted to create a rudimentary, present-state organizational chart that at-
tempts to map interactions and money flow between the various missions, committees and 
ministries (please see page 8). 

ANNUAL  
MEETING 

 
Sunday, May 1  
Following the  

Service 

Standing Committee Chair’s Message 
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May Schedule of Events 
Sun, May 1 
10:30am Service  
Annual Meeting to follow service 
 

Fri, May 6 
6:30pm OWL Celebration  
 

Sat, May 7 
9:30am Garden Clean Up 
 

Sun, May 8: Mother’s Day 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
 

Tue, May 10 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Wed, May 11 
7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg 
 

Sun, May 15 
9:30am Finance Forum  
10:30am Service 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 

In Memoriam: Peter Copelas, Jr. 
Longtime church member and Deacon, Peter Copelas Jr. passed away on March 
31 at Salem Hospital.  He was 79 years old. 
 

Born in Salem, he was the son of the late Peter E. Copelas Sr. and Helena 
(Rooney) Copelas. He was raised and educated in Salem and was a graduate of 
Salem High School, Class of 1954, where he served as Vice President. He contin-
ued his education at the University of Maine, Orono, graduating in 1958 with a 
Bachelor's Degree in Engineering.  He was the first member of his family to 
graduate from college and according to Peter, his parents were so excited that 
you would have thought he “had been elected President.” 
 

Peter began his professional career as an Engineer for a defense contractor in 
both Washington, D.C. and California. In 1961, he returned to Salem to join the 
family company, Peter's Laundry, on Boston Street. Mr. Copelas was the proprie-

tor and director of Peter's Laundry for over 30 years. He was an efficacious and progressive entrepreneur and 
businessman who enjoyed real estate development throughout the North Shore and Cape Cod. 
 

As dedicated to his business and family as Peter was, he was just as devoted to his faith. He was stalwart in 
his commitment to the First Church Salem, Unitarian Universalist. He served as a Deacon and on every com-
mittee at the church through his over 50 year membership. He taught Sunday school with great zeal and was 
continually willing to assist the church in any and all capacities in which he was called. 
 

Peter is survived by his children, Peter A. Copelas of Salem, Linda Jones and her husband Terrance Jones of 
Reading, Heather Copelas and her husband Wayne Darragh of Quincy and Christopher Copelas and his wife 
Sharon Copelas of Salem, his grandchildren, Peter Jason Copelas, Sarah Hofheins Copelas, Victoria Ward  

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 5] 

 

Tue, May 17 
7pm Islam and America Program 
 

Wed, May 18 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, May 21 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, May 22 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Flower Communion & Choir Service 
Sundae Sunday Fellowship Hour 
Annual Maypole Ritual 
 

Sat, May 28 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 
Sun, May 30 
10:30am Service 
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M A Y  2 0 1 6  

Around the Parish 
The first ever First Church “Story Slam” was a hit.  
About 35 folks gathered on Friday, April 3 for drinks, 
hors d’ouvres and some great stories told by those in 
attendance.  It was a whole lot of fun and there were 
some memorable and hilarious stories shared.   Thank 
you to David and Liv Radue for organizing this event 
and join us for the next Story Slam gathering in June. 
 

Majed Ashy delivered a fascinating lecture as part of 
our ongoing “Islam and America” program.  His talk ad-
dressed the psychological factors that contribute to 
religious terrorism.  It was informed by his formal train-
ing as a psychologist at Boston University and McLean 
Hospital, as well as by his experience as a Muslim grow-
ing up in Saudi Arabia.  A few key “take aways” were his 
remarks about the physical and psychological harm 
done by growing up in a war zone; a common charac-
teristic of many of the young men who have joined 
ISIL.. 
 

Join us on Tuesday, May 17 at 7:30 pm for our next Is-
lam and America program.  Prof Ashy will speak again 
this time from a more personal perspective, telling the 
story of the life of Mohammed, as he learned it growing 
up in a well-educated family from Jetta, a city close to 
Mecca in Saudi Arabia. 
 

There was a large crowd in attendance for the memo-
rial service of Peter Copelas, Jr, a long time member 
and deacon of this congregation who passed away last 
month.  We held a service and reception in celebration 
of his life on Saturday, April 9 here at the First Church.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family after his 
passing: including Krissta, Chris, Heather, Linda and Pe-
ter Andrew. 
 

Paul Madore is now back in the hospital being treated 
for an infection in his foot.  He welcomes call and cards 
as well as healing thoughts and prayers sent his way.  In 
his absence, Don Glover has once again stepped in as 
our Organist and Choir Director pro tempore.  We are 
blessed to have so many talented people who are a 
part of this congregation and willing to pitch in. 

Minister’s Office Hours 
Mondays Day Off 
 

Tues, Wed, Fri Office Hours: 9-2 or by appointment 
 

Thursdays Sermon Writing Day 
 usually in the office but not always. 
 

Sundays 9-2, and by appointment 
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From Religious Education  
Congratulations to our OWL students who will be graduat-
ing on May 6th. Eleven First Church students together with 
11 students from The UU church of Greater Lynn have 
completed this 25 session program.  Our graduates are; 
Justin Granniss, Sarah Cox, Sarah Newhall, Leah Barz-Snell, 
Nora Waxman, Eli Brandt, Erin Keenan, Samantha Truong, 
Rebecca Truong, Sarah Cayouette-Gluckman, Elisa Voss. 
Congratulations! 
A program with 25 sessions and 22 Seventh to Ninth grad-
ers is not without challenges. Special gratitude and thanks 
to our  OWL  leaders who dedicated so much time, effort 
and love to this program and to these students; Mike  
Fritz, and Claire Donaldson from First Church and Whiskey 
Wolinski, Amanda Shilo, Mindy Celedona, and Bruce Cam-
bell from UUCGL. Be sure to thank them for their service 
to our community when you meet them in Fellowship or 
elsewhere!  Special thanks to Karen Brown, Lifespan Faith 
Development Director at UUCGL for her wonderful col-
laboration!  
Bringing OWL to these young people is one of the greatest 
accomplishments of our two churches this year, and it cer-
tainly will have lifelong value for the students who partici-
pated.  We are very pleased with the bonds of friendship 
that have resulted from this joint OWL venture.  
 
On Sunday, May 15th we will visit Green Meadows Farm in 
South Hamilton for their “Life on the Farm” program.  The 
program will be $8 per person or $25 per family and run 
for 90 minutes. All interested families will meet at the 
farm (565 Asbury St) by 10:20 am. All ages are in-
vited, parents must accompany children. Scholarships 
available- see Deb DiGiulio. A flyer and permission form is 
available in church. Make checks out to First Church in Sa-
lem. I will have a special collection basket in the vestibule 
outside of the kitchen. 
 
On Sunday, May 22, Religious Education will host Sundae 
Sunday. We will have ice cream sundaes for sale during 
Fellowship to benefit the social Justice project the Middle 
School students are selecting this month When you partici-
pate in an RE fundraising event, you are not only support-
ing a worthy social justice cause, you are joining with our 
children as they gain firsthand experience putting their 
Unitarian Universalist faith into action. See Valentina Bur-
bank or Bob Soucy if you wish to donate ice cream. 
In Faith, 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

Henny Penny  
Henny is excited to announce our request for an in 
crease in capacity has been granted by the Depart-
ment of Early Education and Care.  This is great 
news!  We have reached out to our current fami-
lies and invite their child to participate in our kick-
off year of Henny Penny's K-Readiness Pro-
gram.  Children who are age eligible may attend 
two or four days each week, from 8am - 
1:30pm.  Students must be born on or before 
8/31/2012 to be eligible for placement in the K-
Readiness Room.  We would be remiss if we did 
not thank the Religious Education Committee for 
allowing us to share another space on the second 
floor.  Without their support the K-Readiness Pro-
gram would not be possible.  Thank you! Thank 
you! 
 
Enrollments for September 2016 are filling 
quickly.  We still have a few 2-day schedule options 
available.  These are either Mon/Wed or Tues/
Thurs choices.  Henny Penny is the last half-day 
preschool program operating in Salem, so spread 
the word if you know families in search of a quality 
half-day preschool. 
 
Our 2nd Annual Art Show was held in the Cleve-
land Room on April 28th.  The next big family event 
is the Henny Penny Year End Celebration on the 
evening of June 10th.  The celebration consists of a 
short performance by all students and then the 
awarding of Certificates of Learning to the younger 
children and Preschool Diplomas to those moving 
up to kindergarten.  All are welcome to attend and 
the performance begins promptly at 5pm. 
 
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann and Stacey Dupuis 
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From Stewardship 
You are a talented bunch of people! 
 
Thank you to all who responded to our request for submissions to the Time and Talent Raffle. We ended up 
with almost 40 different offerings, as diverse as interior design consultations, guided historic walking tours 
around Salem, and even a guided kayak tour of the waters surrounding our community. Raffle tickets sold at 
a fast pace on Sunday; we received over $300 dollars from the sale of tickets. 
 
You still have a chance to participate this coming Sunday and possibly win singing lessons, babysitting ser-
vices, and more. Tickets are $2 for 1 ticket, $5 for 3, or $10 for 10 tickets. The raffle will close at the end of 
fellowship, tickets will be pulled during the week, and the winners will be announced at our annual meeting 
on Sunday, May 1. 
 
Letters soliciting your pledges for Fiscal Year 2017 will be going out soon. We are asking you to consider in-
creasing your pledge by 5% this year. This small amount will allow First Church to continue to make improve-
ments in our facilities and programs, and continue to take care of our staff.  At this date, we have received 22 
pledge cards with an average increase of 19%; let’s keep this momentum going! 
 
As always, w thank you for your continued support of the members and programs of First Church through 
your time, talent, and financial gifts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marlene Warner, co-chair, Tommy Leon, co-chair, Alicia Diozzi, Peter Eschauzier, Bill Henning, Russell Lane & 
Lloyd Woodcock 

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2] 
Copelas, Terrance Baxter Jones, Amanda Elizabeth Jones, Robert Troy Jones, Christopher Michael Copelas, 
Amy Theresa Copelas, Alyssa Marie Copelas and Kaitlin Nicole Copelas, His companion, Krissta King of Salem 
and her children, Laurie Teresa Cox of Ft. Pierce, Fl and Aimee Catherine Brito and her husband James of 
Hobe Sound, Fl and their children, Kyle Wayne Cox, Austin Tyler Cox, Trent Reese Cox, Kayla Marie Cox, Jake 
Edward Brito, Margaret "Maggie" Joan Brito and Addison Catherine Brito. He is also survivied by his former 
wife Barbara (Boone) Hughes. 
 
There was a memorial service held in honor of Peter on Saturday, April 9 at the First Church.  Jeff Barz-Snell 
officiated. In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be made in Peter's memory to the Home for Little 
Wanderers, Development, 10 Guest St., Boston, Ma 02135.  “Peter, Jr.” was a memorable and smart member 
of this congregation.  He will be missed. 
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From the Treasurer:  The Budget Process Continues 
 

As First Church (FCS) begins to wrap up for the summer, it is still a very busy time for the Treasurer, Finance Com-
mittee (FC) and Standing Committee (SC).  One of our last big “To Do’s” is to complete and approve the church’s 
operating budget for the next fiscal year (FY17; July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017). This is the document that plans for 
the income and expenses of FCS.  Budgeting is not an exact science and it involves many estimates, but we try to 
be as accurate as possible.  So far, we have: 

• Sought draft budgets from each of the individual committees and departments of the church, 
• Listened to budget presentations from many of the committees and departments requesting funds, 
• Drafted an initial budget based on these requests and the standard annual expenses of the church, 
• Edited the draft budget with the FC, and  
• Presented the initial draft of the budget to the SC. 

Now the final steps in the process are: 
• Review the draft with church members via a Finance Forum scheduled for Sunday morning, May 15th in 

the Cleveland Room and this Herald article, 
• Review the draft budget with additional edits at an FC meeting, 
• Present the final draft to the SC for review and approval at its June meeting, and  
• Communicate the approved budgets to the committees, departments and the church. 

 
Here is a chart of the current draft budget with a comparison to our current budget:  
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Some items of note: 
• The SC and the Trustees have refined the method of calculating the funds being distributed from the en-

dowment to the church each year.  Instead of a 4.5% calculation based on the spot balance of the endow-
ment at 3/31 each year, it was decided to “smooth out” the potential ups and downs in the performance 
of the endowment (and thus the distribution to the church) by calculating the annual distribution based 
on the average balance over the prior 12 quarters.  If there is a drastic increase or decrease in the endow-
ment, a 12-quarter average will help moderate the changes in the distribution so the church can plan bet-
ter.  Using this formula, the estimated distribution from the endowment will be slightly lower in FY17. 

• The Standing Committee formed an ad hoc committee to review the distribution of funds coming from the 
Restricted portion of the endowment.  The committee has not finalized its recommendations; however, it 
is likely that the church will not be able to use as much of the annual endowment distribution for general 
operating needs and will have to “restrict” the use of some of the funds as directed by the original donors.  
This is estimated to have an $8k impact to the FY17 budget.    

• The FY17 Stewardship pledge campaign has been quite successful with still more pledge cards to collect 
from both members and friends.  The proposed budget estimates a $10k increase in Member/Friend giv-
ing for FY17. 

• Henny Penny’s income is slightly down as there are several enrolled students eligible for early enrollment 
at the Carlton School.  This decrease may be offset by approval from the state to have 5 additional en-
rolled students, but this has not been confirmed yet. 

• In order to help maintain the growth of the church and to offset the many requests for funds, the FC is 
recommending a one-time distribution of $8.7k from a FY16 gift received from the Minerva Shreve family 
be used for building improvements and a $7.7k distribution from reserves to help fund a Youth Advisor 
and a Vestry project.   

• The Human Resources Committee has requested a moderate 3% average increase in salaried and non-
salaried employees of the church.  The FC is recommending a 2% average increase. 

• The Religious Education program is requesting approximately $7k to hire a Youth Advisor. 
 
As you can see, the current draft budget results in a net loss of $22,478 compared to a projected net loss of 
$3,301 for the current fiscal year; a swing of almost $19,000.  We clearly have some work to do on refining the 
budget before it is approved.  The final budget will obviously be impacted by the results of the FY17 Stewardship 
pledge campaign and last minute “tweaks” to the budget by the FC and SC.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the proposed church budget or how the church is doing financially, 
please join us for a Finance Forum in the Cleveland Room on May 15th at 9:30 am; talk to a member of the FC 
(Adam Breazeale, Bill Henning, Tommy Leon, Beth Schulz or John Wathne) or send Bill an e-mail at treas-
urer@firstchurchinsalem.org.  We look forward to your feedback! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org
mailto:treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org
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Views from the Garden      
Our Altar to Garden program is back in full swing for Spring, Summer, and Autumn.  We realize that there 
are many who have their own lovely cutting gardens or their own sources, so we offer this service to anyone 
who would prefer to leave the details to us; we will consult with you about your preferences and the dedica-
tion details.  The cost is $45, and we require one week’s notice.  As we try to become more sustainable, our 
Garden dollars will go further if we piggyback on funds already allocated.      

Option 1 
 

An urn or basket of perennials will 
grace the altar.  These plants may then 

take a turn in the containers outside 
before being placed in a permanent 

spot in the garden beds.   

 
 
Option 2   
A very simple but elegant arrangement using a limited num-
ber of blossoms so that the unused portion of the donation 
can be put toward a larger bush or tree for the churchyard. 
This display of Japanese anemones, while delicate, makes a 
dramatic statement against the dark wood of the Meeting 
House.   
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Sometimes words aren’t enough.  

Our living willow house in memory of Lynden Lewis, 

grandfather of Clementine Tyler-Lewis.  The willow 

branches will root and leaf out to create a dedicated 

play space for generations of children. 

Marking the dome and entrance in the enlarged bed.   

An enthusiastic group of 11 adults and 1 child made it all 
happen.  See more pictures on Facebook.   

Put it on your calendar!  Our next big community project is our annual clean-up and mulching day on May 7.  We sin-
cerely hope for a good turnout so that the work will go quickly.   Please come for an hour or more, and bring rakes, 
lawn bags, pruners, and garden gloves.  We’ll begin at 9 and finish when we finish.  Get to know each other better!   

Spring finally arrives in the garden. 
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Family Promise Returns on May 15 
The First Church will once again host families overnight in our upstairs classrooms, this time during the week 
of May 15-May 22.  We need many volunteers to help us including people willing to prepare a meal for 11-14 
parents and kids.  We also need two volunteers to sleep at the church each night for the seven nights we are 
hosting.  Finally, we need a few folks to show up on Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM to assist with the delivery 
and breakdown of the bed that the families use, specifically on Sunday May 15 and Sunday May 22.   
 

To prepare and drop off a meal, you do not need to be trained as a volunteer.  However, all church members 
and friends planning to interact with the families as hosts or stay overnight need to attend a 1.5 hour orien-
tation program if you have not done so already.   Stay tuned for upcoming training session dates and times. 
 

To sign up to volunteer, please go to the “Sign Up Genius” page linked to the church website.  Jess Kane and 
Hannah Diozzi will be coordinating our volunteers this time around.   
 

There has been some turnover with the families currently participating in the program.  Typically families are 
guests of Family Promise for anywhere from 12-24 weeks.  It can take a long time for a family to get “back up 
on its feet” here in Eastern Massachusetts with our high cost of living.   There are often some health prob-
lems that need to be treated and addressed.  For example, two of the four families who have been our guests 
so far were homeless as a result of health issues.  Imagine not being able to work as a result of a health chal-
lenge.   That is one of the challenges faced by some of these families.   

If nothing else, this illustrates that the First 
Church is an organic and complex institution. 
 
I would like to express what an absolute 
pleasure it has been serving our growing and 
vital Church Community during the past 
year.  I leave with the realization that while 
there are many ways to improve, the First 
Church is at its core, a 380+ year old collec-
tion of interesting, well intended and often 
inspiring individuals, united in a common 
goal, and we are at the top of our game. 
 
Thanks and Happy Spring! 
 
John M. Wathne 

Greetings from the Membership Committee 
Currently the Membership Committee is reviewing the membership list and member contact information in 
preparation for entering into a new church data base.  The following names are of members missing mailing 
addresses.  Some may have moved years ago and some may still be in the area.  If you have knowledge of the 
address of any of the following names, please contact the church office. Thanks for your help! 
 
Michael Berry  Ivy Bright   Susan Buchanan Michael Cluck Lisa 
Kent Cote  Collette Croshaw    Courtney Davis Leslie Jardins Matt 
MacClellan  Michelle Pierce Kevin Wilson  Linda Wilson 
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Social Justice 

This article is one of a series, sponsored by the Stewardship Committee, that highlight the many tangible 
ways in which the ministries and programs of First Church touch the lives of people in our spiritual commu-
nity, and in the broader communities of Salem and the world.  Today’s focus is the Social Justice Committee. 
 
The Social Justice Committee’s mission is to bring the people and resources of our community to bear on is-
sues of injustice in our society.  Currently headed by David Radue, Social Justice is a relatively new commit-
tee, but its members have shown great initiative in identifying and addressing inequality and injustice in our 
community and in society at large.  
 
The Social Justice Committee has three broad goals: 

 Support First Church members who want to engage in social justice efforts, both in our local commu-
nity and beyond 

 Make First Church members aware of pressing issues related to social justice as well as current or 
emerging opportunities to participate in efforts to address injustice and inequality. 

 Encourage and enable the use of the people and resources of First Church in social justice efforts and 
programs 

 
To further these goals, members of the Committee participate in our long-standing meals program at 
Lifebridge, and support the Family Promise program by recruiting and training volunteers. 
 
Social justice issues are also present in our relationship to the natural environment.  The Social Justice Com-
mittee has worked with Deb DiGiulio in developing environmental education programs for RE. Last fall they 
enlisted the First Church kids to pickup trash around Salem.  The Committee also extended its environmental 
focus into the broader community by participating in Salem’s Arbor Day and Earth Day celebrations. 
 
Social justice is ultimately rooted in mutual understanding, compassion, and respect.  The Committee seeks 
to foster those qualities by enabling communication between people who come from different backgrounds, 
and who have different life histories, values, and experiences.  In February they coordinated a series of re-
corded one-on-one interviews between members of the congregation. This coming April, the Committee will 
sponsor a ‘story slam’ at First Church. Both events have the  goal of building community through increased 
understanding of, and compassion for, each other.  Shared story telling is seen as a way to build strong bonds 
and mutual understanding across the generations, deepening our sense of continuity as a community. 
 
Later in the year, First Church member Lloyd Woodcock will present the “Theater of the Oppressed” .  Partici-
pants will interact through improvisational theater to address issues such as bullying, LGBTQ discrimination, 
and race.  The program will initially involve our high school youth, but may later be expanded to include par-
ticipants from the congregation at large. 
 
The Social Justice Committee meets monthly, with planning meetings twice a year.  If you are interested in 

participating, please feel free to talk to David Radue to find out more.  
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Special screening of MERCHANTS OF DOUBT  
Friday, May 6 at 6:30pm 
 
The National Park Service is partnering with SAFE (Salem Alliance for the Environment) and Sa-
lem Sound Coastwatch for a screening of the highly acclaimed film MERCHANTS OF DOUBT. The 
free screening will take place on Friday, May 6 at 6:30 P.M. in the NPS Salem Visitor Center audi-
torium, 2 New Liberty Street (doors open at 6:00). Immediately after the screening, U.S. Con-
gressman Seth Moulton will be present for an audience Q&A.  

Islam and America Program featuring Dr. Majed Ashy 

Tuesday, May 17 at 7pm 

The Life of Mohammed, as told by one who grew up near Mecca. 
Dr. Majed Ashy 

Adjunct Professor of Psychology at Merrimack College,  
researcher, and native of Saudi Arabia 

 
There are millions of moderate minded Muslims here in the United States and hundreds of millions around the 
world.  Come hear some of their voices and perspectives. 
 
 
 

The Islam and America Speaker Series is a Bentley Lecture Program sponsored by the First Church in Salem, UU.  
There are millions of moderate Muslims living here in the United States, many of them are American citizens.  There 
are hundreds of millions moderate Muslims around the world.   Their perspective is important and often is not in-
cluded or featured in commercial media coverage. 
 

The First Church plans to offer this speaker series right up to the November Presidential Election this year.  For more 
information, go to www.firstchurchinsalem.org. 

Volunteers and Home Hospitality For CUUPS Convocation  
May 6, 2016 at 7 pm 
The Covenant of UU Pagans is looking for volunteers to support their upcoming Convocation at First Church UU August 
26-28, 2016, as well as home hospitality settings for speakers and board members attending. Some of the volunteers 
needs during the weekend are to create a community meal for attendees, a worship service, registration tables and to 
welcome people to the event! 
 

There will be at meeting on Friday evening, May 6, 2016 at 7 pm at the home of Charlie & Jerrie Hildebrand, 46 English 
Street in Salem. We will discuss details so far and what is needed. All are welcome to support the event. Teens are wel-
come with the permission of their parents. You do not need to be Pagan or Earth-Centered to participate! 
 

Those interested in volunteering or providing home hospitality can contact Lynn Donovan at 978.594.4879 / email 
<lynndonovan11862@gmail.com> or Jerrie Hildebrand 978.828.0222 / <kishhilde@comcast.net>. 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Fellowship Committee 
The Church Picnic is coming up in June.  This is one of the special opportunities for people to get more involved in the 
church in a one time commitment.  If you are interested in helping with setting up, shopping, managing the potluck 
style food as it is brought in or with clean up, we welcome help from all friends and members.  We will have a sign up 
available during fellowship through out the month of May.  
 

Thank you to everyone who hosted in April, your hospitality is appreciated! Indra and George Milowe,  Genevieve Gil-
son, Linda Stark, Richard L’Heureux, Trish, Charlie and Sarah Newhall, Kathleen and Larry Salas, Maggie Balz and Adam 
Breazeale, Sally Millice, The Welcome Committee, Mark Stevens, Marlene Warner and John Streff.   
 

Save the date for future Community Fellowships: 
May 8-Mother's Day Fellowship  
June 5-Church Picnic  
June 19-Father's day 
 

Keep Feeding Your Soul! 
Donna Fritz, Chris Finn, Jan Eschauzier, Bob Allen, Jennifer Barz-Snell, Stephanie Diozzi, Christiane Hansen-Mitev 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, May 15 and Sat, May 28 at 4:45pm 
First Church has expanded our involvement at Lifebridge to a second meal each month. To help distribute the 
coordination workload, Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@hotmail.com) is the new Saturday meal coordinator  will 
continue coordinating the Saturday meal while Amanda Roeder (roedermusic@gmail.com) handles the Sun-
day meal.  
If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the 
services, or online through the “Lifebridge” link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Alan or 
Amanda. 
Thank you to our Lifebridge Volunteers in April: 
Crystal, Samantha, and Rebecca Truong, Mike Giaque, Richard L'Heureux, Paul Marquis, Chris Weis, Jessica 
Sedgwick, Alan Hanscom, Sal Dali 

UUA General Assembly June  
June 22-26, Columbus, OH 

The theme for GA 2016 will be Heart Land: Where Faiths Con-
nect. The faith world is increasingly multifaith. People are crossing 
borders of religion and spiritual practice to create wholeness in 
their lives individually and collectively. The labels—Christian, Jew, 
Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, theist and non-theist—no longer define 
who or what we love, or how spirit moves in our lives. General As-
sembly 2016 in Columbus Ohio will assemble leaders and commu-
nities of many faiths to worship together, learn from one another, and create a new vision of faith that no 

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Church Garden Cleanup and Mulching Extravaganza 
Saturday, May 7 at 9:30pm 

 

Spring is hectic for everyone, but please come help us usher in April with a community work day to 
clean up the churchyard and mulch the garden beds.  With your help we can make short work of a 
big job; then we will be ready for the other remarkable projects we have planned for the garden this 
year.  If your Saturday is jammed, come for even just an hour.  We promise it will make a difference! 
 
Bring your garden gloves, rakes, brooms, and pruners.  If you have a couple of paper garden refuse 
bags, we’d appreciate the donation.  With enough hands we should be able to finish up quickly. 
 
Young people who are old enough to help are welcome, but babysitting will not be provided.   
 


