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Last month the First Church became a host congregation for Family Promise of the North 
Shore.  We are now one of 14 congregations (13 churches and a synagogue) in the area 
that “take turns” hosting up to four homeless families for a week at a time.  Our first week 
as a host community began on Sunday, December 27 and concluded on January 3.   We 
had four homeless families sleeping upstairs in our 2nd floor classrooms. 
 

The effort and planning involved in bringing this program to the First Church was signifi-
cant.  Jessica Kane led this effort, advocating and working to make this happen for over a 
year.  Lynn Taggart, Iana Plum, and Hannah Diozzi more recently have all played key roles 
in transforming the upstairs classrooms into bedrooms and coordinating linen and bed-
ding donations, dinners and volunteers.  Some 42 people stepped up to volunteer or help 
out in some way, including preparing meals, hosting dinners, and sleeping overnight at 
the church for the seven nights our guests were here. 
 

And even before we could host these families, we had to make some modifications to our 
building, including installing carbon monoxide detectors upstairs and obtaining a tempo-
rary occupancy permit (like hotels receive) from the City of Salem, which is no easy feat!  
In all we spent close to $2,900 in order to welcome these families.  It was sort of a leap of 
faith that involved key support from the Social Outreach Committee and many others.  
Some of the money came from a bequest to the church that “appeared” just at the right 
time.  Other donations came from members and from a café fundraiser run by the Reli-
gious Education program and Youth Group of the First Church.  I even had a six-year-old 
member of our congregation donate to the cause: he proudly presented me with a small 
plastic baggie full of change from his piggy bank. 
 

This was truly a congregational effort and I have to say I felt very proud to be the minister 
of this community.  I knew that it was all worth it the moment I saw those little kids run-
ning around the Cleveland Room on the first night, met their parents and heard a little bit 
about their “story” and situation.  Family Promise of the North Shore is not only a great 
organization that helps local families down on their luck and truly in need; it is an agency 
that helps communities like ours remember who we are and who we can truly be, with a 
little vision, hard work and good will. 
 

The best holiday presents involve presence, not things.  The most memorable gifts are 
usually the ones you give away, not the ones you receive.  That certainly was true here 
last month.  Lest we forget, at the heart of the Christmas story is a homeless family look-
ing for a place to stay.  So I thank everyone who participated in our work with Family 
Promise as well as last month’s Stocking Project (see inside for how we helped 20 local 
families in a completely unrelated program).  And if you missed the chance to help out, 
don’t worry: we will be hosting again at the end of March!  Here’s to a happy, healthy and 
warm-hearted New Year!  
 

See you in church, 

Love and compassion are 
necessities, not luxuries. 
Without them, humanity 

cannot survive. 
 

-The 14th Dalai Lama 
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January Schedule of Events 
Sun, January 3: Epiphany Sunday 
10:30am Service  
12pm First Sunday Big Ideas: The Future of Race 
 

Sun, January 10 
10:30am Service  
11:45am Welcome Cmte Meeting 
12:30pm Forum: Ask A Muslim Anything 
7pm Youth Group 
 

Tue, January 12 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Wed, January 13 
7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg 
 

Sun, January 17: MLK, JR. Sunday 
10:30am Choir Service 
11:45am Third Sunday Cultivating Soul 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
 

Sat, January 23 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
 

Sun, January 24 
10:30am Service 
 

Tue, January 26 
7pm Book Group: Between the World and Me 
[Snow Date: Feb. 2] 
 

Wed, January 27 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, January 30 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 

twice, over the course of several days, WHILE being in a jolly 
mood: not always an easy feat.  Thank you Mr. Pini! 
 
Ali Palmer sighting.  Alison Palmer is still living in Tokyo but was 
seen here on Christmas, home briefly for the holidays.  All is well 
for a young lady who started learning Japanese as an independ-
ent study on the computer while a 9th grader at Salem Acad-
emy.  We remember her when… 
 
Theo ("EO") Burbank is off to London for the semester as part of 
her sophomore year at Smith College.  She is living downtown in 
University of London housing. 
 
Jennifer Barz-Snell begins a new job with Lahey Health this 
month and recently passed her certification exam to become a 
LICSW. 
 
Alan Hanscom began an internship here at the First Church in 
mid December.  Alan completed a course in MS Office through 
Operation A.B.L.E. in Boston and is now doing an unpaid, part-
time internship here working for both the First Church and the 
Salem Alliance for the Environment, (aka SAFE).  In addition, did 
you know that Alan is a published author and part of a local writ-
ers' group?  We have several aspiring writers in our congrega-
tion.  Information on Alan's books can be found here:  
https://sites.google.com/site/alanchanscom/ 
 
Crystal Truong shared part of her life story during a poignant 
chalice lighting in church on Dec 13. She described her harrow-
ing account of fleeing Vietnam as a teen-age girl and eventually 
making her way to the United States in 1981.  She lit the Chalice 
that morning in hopes that our country will be open to helping 
refugees fleeing from Syria and other worn-torn regions today.  
Copies of her full remarks are available the Cleveland Room. 
As a result of Crystal's remarks and the times we live in, there is 
a group within the church forming to see how we could support 
a local refugee family or group.  If you are interested, feel free to 
speak with the Minister, Valentina Burbank or Jim Ognibene. 
 
Did you know that Donna Fritz is a graduate of Clemson Univer-
sity in Clemson, SC? Both she and Jeff Barz-Snell (who grew up 
right near there) have been ecstatic about the Clemson football 
team’s undefeated season (to date).  Go Tigers! 
 
Sally Millice joined the church in December but has been serving 
on the Board of the Salem Food Pantry for many years, located 
in the former building of First Universalist Society.  The need for 
the Food Pantry's services continues to grow, including their 
Backpack program for at-risk kids in Salem’s schools.  We are 
proud that the First Church can and does support this vital and 
very local charity. 
 

Around the Parish 

Helen Jacoby, who joined the church in December, is once 
again heading up an effort to collect winter hats and gloves 
and then hang them out on our front wrought-iron fence for 
anyone to take and use as they need. "Chase the Chill" was 
started last winter and resumed in December.  The local need 
is great.  We have a donation bin for anyone who wishes to 
give a hat or pair of gloves or mittens to the cause. 
 
Doug Pini once again reprised his role as a certain "jolly old 
elf" at both the Henny Penny and First Church Christmas Par-
ties.  This requires donning a very warm suit, not once but 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 . 2 
 

3 
10:30am Epiphany Service 
12pm First Sunday Big Ideas: 
           The Future of Race in                 
            America 

4  5  
 

6   
 

7  
 
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
10:30am Service 
11:45am Welcome Cmt Mtg 
12:30pm Ask A Muslim  
                 Anything 
7pm Youth Group 

11 
 

12 
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 
 

13  
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 

14 
 

15  
 

16 
 

17 MLK, Jr Sunday 
10:30am Service  
11:45am Third Sunday  
                  Cultivating Soul 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  

18 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21 
 

22 23  
4:45pm Lifebridge 

24  
10:30am Service  

25  26 
7pm Book Group 
[Snow Date: Feb 2] 

27 
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 

28 
 

29 
 

30  
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 

31 
10:30am Service  

      

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6  

Welcome to our New Members 
The First Church would like to welcome the following 
people who joined our fair society on Sunday, Decem-
ber 6.  We are delighted to have them become a part of 
our community.  We plan to publish short biographies 
about them in this and upcoming newsletters. 
 
Maggie Balz (spouse of Adam) 
Adam Breazeale (spouse of Maggie) 
Ethan Ceplikas (spouse of Lisa) 
Lisa Ceplikas (spouse of Ethan) 
Hannah Diozzi 
Stephanie Diozzi 
Helen Jacoby 
Louise Perron McBey 
Sally Millice 
David Phipps 
Gabe Roses 

Sneaking in some sealing:  John Wathne, Chair of the 
Standing Cmt, and Billy McCarthy, our own Church Sex-
ton, were recently seen installing new sealant along one 
exterior side of the new addition.  We had some interior 
leaking from surface water.  John identified the points of 
infiltration, ground out the mortar at the junction of the 
foundation (with Billy’s help), and then the two of them 
spent New Year’s Eve morn applying new sealant via a 
“turbo-sized” caulking gun.  Here’s to a dry New Year and 
dedicated church members and staff! 
 
 
 
Have something you would like to share and see noted in 
"Around the Parish?”  Simply email the Church Office or 
the Minister.   
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From Religious Education  
Our talented children and youth really shone in this year’s rendition of the Christmas Pageant. Our students are 
both funny and sweet and the pageant here at First Church has truly emerged as a unique and treasured tradition.  
Thanks to Max Burbank for the all the work he puts into this event. In him First Church has a truly great director 
who loves working with our children. Here is what Max had to say about Pageant 2015: “The Christmas Pageant 
was a great success! Congratulations to our hard working, talented, and hilarious kids, and a huge thanks to their 
parents for loaning them to us.” 
 
Valentina Burbank outdid herself this year organizing our visit from Santa. The children as well as the parents en-
joyed the sing along and the pizza party. I hear even Santa himself had a great time with our First Church kids!  
 
We are so lucky to have such excellent volunteers, friends, and parents who care very much about this community 
and pitch in to make our big events successful. Our heartfelt thanks go out to all the adults who come together to 
make this large event possible, To name just a few of our super star elves: Robin H, Brain T, Doug P, Denise G, 
Justin G, Tricia P, Jess K, Brenda M, Donna F, Tiffany M, Leah F, Iana P, Cordie B, Jim L, and Theo B. Thank yous to 
all who I did not mention here- you are our rock! Special thanks and love to our students for sharing the wonder 
and joy of the holiday with all of us. 
 
In January our Middle School students will be learning about Islam with special guest teacher Alicia Diozzi. Our 
Middle School kids can get their questions answered about the religion of Islam: How and when did it begin?  How 
is Islam similar to Judaism and Christianity?  What do Muslims believe?  What do Muslims do when they practice 
the religion?  What does the Koran say?  RE students bring your own questions, too!  Alicia Diozzi, M.Ed., who 
teaches a religious studies course to 6th graders at Wellesley Middle School, will be teaching this course.  January 
10, 17 & 24, 2016. 
 
Our Youth can look forward to a special Sunday morning pick-up theater unit coming late January early February.  
Look for news and more details in the January RE Snapshot and emails directly to our teens next month.  
 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

Christmas in Salem “Youth Cafe” 
 
During Christmas in Salem, members of our youth group and religious education program hosted a cafe.  Even 
with the weather being so warm, they sold a lot of coffee, brownies and cookies.  They raised at total of about 
$270, all of which supported our effort to serve as a host congregation for Family 
Promise.  We would like to thank the following people for their donations of time, 
food, money and good will: 
 
Mimi Ballou, Cormack Warner Streff, Owen Warner Streff, Bonnie Hurd Smith, 
Donna Fritz, Brenda Marean , Carol Hedstrom, Ben Hedstrom, Jason Hedstrom 
Adam Truong, Denise Granniss, Allie Granniss, Justin Granniss, Chris Granniss, Jake 
Diozzi, Valentina Burbank, Cordie Burbank and Jane Jones. 
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From Stewardship 
Happy New Year! 
 

2015 was a great year for stewardship at First Church. You stepped up to the plate when asked during our Fiscal 
Year 2016 pledge, and at the end of December we were ahead year-over-year in weekly giving. Thank you for your 
support of your community and its programs. A special thank you goes out to those of you who contributed extra 
gifts during the Christmas season. 
 

There is much to look forward to in 2016. The Stewardship committee will be holding a time and talent raffle dur-
ing the first quarter of 2016. This is a chance for you to offer up your help and special abilities to aid other friends 
and members of our community and to support the programs of First Church. The Stewardship committee will 
soon be inviting you to participate in this special program. 
 

As of January 1, you have six months left in your pledge for Fiscal Year 2016. Thank you for your continued timely 
fulfillment of these gifts. 
 

Marlene Warner & Tommy Leon, Co-Chairs  
Members:  Alicia Diozzi, Peter Eschauzier,  
Bill Henning, Russell Lane, Lloyd Woodcock 

A View from the Garden 
Although we are writing this with Christmas still to come, you are reading it as the garden 

is finally asleep.  An unusually warm November and December (or is it the “new normal”?) 

made our autumn tasks more pleasant than they might have been, but we wonder how 

New England plants, used to being dormant by now, will adapt. 

Hosting part of “Christmas in Salem” forced us to do our winter exterior displays slightly 

earlier than we might have otherwise, but it was a joy to hear so many positive comments 

about how welcoming our church feels.  The crew that brought you the 10 (yes, 10) sea-

sonal planters at our various entrances are: 

Mary Collari  Chris Finn  Brenda Marean  

Jan Eschauzier  Mike Giaque  Lynn Taggart 

Iris Weaver  

 

Foraging, pruning, preserving materials over the seasons, pinching pennies, hours and hours of work, talk, and 

laughter – that’s the view from the church garden at the close of 

the year.  As gardeners do, we will spend the winter planning and 

dreaming; we have both big plans and big dreams for the coming 

garden year, and we will be sharing them with you over the next 

few months.  In the meantime, we wish you all inner light in the 

season of darkness. 

 

Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart 

Garden Co-Chairs 

 



The Herald, January 2016 

From the Music Director 
It’s hard to believe that Christmas has passed and after a springlike stretch, we actually have snow on the ground. All 
the worries and agonizing over planning a successful holiday with meaningful and hopefully inspiring church services 
seem to have been unnecessary once again, although we go through it with exactly the same concerns year after year.  
 

At First Church, we are indeed fortunate to have a minister whose interest in all aspects of worship is extraordinary, 
especially so in my case, in the area of musical participation and coordination with all other phases that make for a 
meaningful, inspiring, and yes, enjoyable Christmas experience. The meeting house everywhere was beautifully deco-
rated, inspiring spirit and joy from the moment you stepped onto the property. As usual, the First Church children were 
well prepared and presented a genuinely fascinating annual pageant (occasionally hilarious as well)! The spoken word 
was always cogent, leaving one with much to think about and indeed making us happy to be part of such a vibrant fel-
lowship. Last but not least, I think the music was pretty special as well. For Christmas Sunday, the FC Choir outdid 
themselves with selections that worked quite well with the children’s presentation and was I think certainly fitting for a 
family service. One can only judge by the much applause received during the service and afterwards.  
 

Christmas Eve was once again a little different this year. Imagine having four harps accompanying the singing along 
with our mighty organ and Don Glover at the console. Then, can we not be thankful to have the beautiful voice of Re-
becca Hains, as a member of our congregation? Participation by the congregation was outstanding and it quite seemed 
to me that everyone sang away joyously. 
 

To end it all, I can’t imagine more elaborate fellowships than the spreads lavished upon us in the Cleveland and Bar-
nard Rooms after every church service. What a wonderful way to end each and every act of worship and especially so 
in this great holiday season reminding us how much for which we have to be thankful. 
Being made aware of all the good things in life has become so much more meaningful at a time when the world is wit-
nessing so much turmoil and seems often so hopeless. 
 

As a young character in a well known Christmas tale so proudly expounds: “God Bless Us Everyone!” 
 

See you in church, 
Paul Madore 

Henny Penny  
December was filled with song and cheer at Henny Penny. Our annual Songfest was well attended....standing 
room only!  The children sang eight holiday songs, and then were surprised by a visit from Santa.  Santa pre-
sented each child with a stocking filled with goodies.  Thank you Paul Madore for providing piano accompani-
ment for the joyful singers! 
 
We are extending our school day Monday-Thursday to 2:15pm.  In November & December we launched a 
pilot program of Preschool Drama Games for Monday & Wednesday afternoons.  Beginning January 4th, we 
will offer Kindermusik Monday - Thursday afternoons if families would like to add the afternoon to their 
child's morning program.  Families can add on a daily, weekly or monthly basis.  The Move & Groove curricu-
lum from Kindermusik will be featured on these days.  On Fridays we will continue with our typical half-day 
programming. 
 
Enrollments for the 2016-17 school year are rolling in steadily.  Several Open Houses will be held in Janu-
ary.  Come meet the teachers and see what Henny Penny is doing to create lifelong learners.  First Church 
members are given a 10% tuition discount, so if you are considering a half-day preschool program for your 
child or grandchild, please stop by for a visit! 
 
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, and Stacey Dupuis 
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New Member Bios 
SALLY MILLICE comes to us having been raised in Texas and lived in St. Louis and Manhattan and transferred to New Eng-
land in 1993. Sally retired from a corporate career in marketing and sales and became a Kripalu Yoga teacher in 2002. 
She is a former member of All Souls Church in New York City and First Universalist in Salem. She is currently a member 
of the Paul Madore Chorale and the First Church Choir. She is also the volunteer coordinator for the Salem Food Pantry. 
Sally’s hobbies include golf, travel, cooking, gardening and reading.  
 
HELEN JACOBY was born in Berlin, Germany and has lived in Salem since 1996. Helen grew up mostly in the Midwest out-
side of St. Louis, MO and was raised Missouri Synod Lutheran and also has a practicing Jewish grandmother. She 
started college at University of Missouri and then graduated from Boston College having spent a period of time in the 
US Marine Corps during college. Helen found Unitarian Universalist when her partner was a Director of Religious  
Education and studying to become a UU minister. After graduating from college Helen’s focus was in mental health as a 
counselor and manager. She also was involved in library work. Currently she works at Boston University as Head of Cir-
culation in the main undergraduate library.  

Christmas in Salem 
First Church Tour Guides Welcomed  
Hundreds during Christmas in Salem! 
 
On Saturday and Sunday, December 5-6, 
they flowed into our magnificent Meeting-
house by the hundreds as our building was 
“home base” for Historic Salem, Inc.’s an-
nual house tour. “They” were locals who had 
never been inside and had always been curi-
ous; they were from the North Shore or far-
ther away and had never seen the place at 
all; they were people who were familiar with 
the Meetinghouse and stunned by the holi-
day decorations, inside and out. They gasped, 
they gaped, and looked up and around in 
stunned silence.  
 
We, your First Church Tour Guides (Hannah 
Diozzi, Stephanie Diozzi, Susan Engelke, Charlene 
Long, Seth Mascolo, Jeanne Petta, Bonnie Hurd 
Smith, Bob Soucy, Rachel Spatafore, Linda Stark, 
Lynn Taggert, and Rose Wolf), were incredibly 
proud and delighted to welcome Christmas in 
Salem participants into our worship space with 
warmth, enthusiasm, and friendship. We are 
ready for your questions, and we are prepared to 
give tours after a Sunday service one of these 
days! 
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2003 

Capital Campaign Plaque Update 
Thank you once again to all of you who contributed generously to the First Church Capital Campaign.  As you know, we exceeded 
our fundraising goal, and today we enjoy a building that embodies ideals we all hold dear.  Among other things, these include uni-
versal access, a smaller carbon footprint and additional religious education space for our growing congregation.  It’s almost hard to 
imagine what this building was like just 5 short years ago. 
 

We are wrapping up the details of the  campaign by finalizing a recognition plaque that will include donors to the recent campaign 
as well as a campaign that happened in 2003.  Below are the names that will be listed for each campaign.  If you believe you should 
be on the list, please check to make sure that you are, and THANK YOU for your gift.  When you find your name, please check for 
spelling and format as what you see is how your name will appear on the plaque.  Please get any changes or additions to Nicole 
McLaughlin by the end of December.  Nicole can be reached at  
nmclaughlin@plummerhome.org or 978-744-0644. 

2013 

Bob Allen and Bob Soucy 
Nina and Blake Anderson 
Julie and Chris Anderson 
Jean and Richard Arlander 
Mary Ballou 
Jennifer and Jeffrey Barz-Snell 
Maria and Michael Buckley 
Valentina and Max Burbank 
Abigail Burns 
John Casey and Bruce Goddard 
Peter Andrew Copelas 
Peter Copelas, Jr. 
Cynthia and Duncan Cox 
Deacons of the First Congregational Society 

Claire M. Donaldson 
William H.K. Donaldson 
Evelynne and Doug Amos 
Sherri Goodhue 
Stephen Grasberger and Kate van 
Dyke 
Hope and Max Griffin 
Joan and Richard Hannah 
Hedstrom Family 
Suzanne and Eric Kenney 
Paul Madore 
Barbara Maitland 
Ann Marvin 
Sarah and Paul Massari 

McLaughlin Waxman Family 
Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan 
Elaine and Bob Miller 
Ann Northey 
Caroline and Rick Nye 
Jim Ognibene 
Palmer Family 
Heather and Chris Ryan 
Salem Garden Club 
Elizabeth and Eric Schultz 
Helen Sides 
Priscilla and Marlin Sload 
Jamie Tanch 
Loretta and Randal Weiting 

Bob Allen and Bob Soucy 
Nina and Blake Anderson 
Jean Arlander 
Mary Ballou 
Jennifer and Jeffrey Barz-Snell 
Richard Belejack and Alan Towne 
Ellen and George Brandenburg 
Jeff Brandt and Patricia Roka 
Meredith Browne 
Maria Buckley 
Valentina and Max Burbank 
Abigail Burns 
Craig Collemer and Gary LaParl 
Peter Andrew Copelas 
Peter Copelas, Jr. 
Cynthia and Duncan Cox 
Deacons of the First Congregational Society 
Deb DiGuilio 
Alicia Diozzi and Michael Mascolo 
Hannah Diozzi 
Claire M. Donaldson 
Jan and Peter Eschauzier 
Donna and Michael Fritz 
Gloria and Misha Gerson 

Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan 
Patricia and Charles Newhall 
Betty Nichols 
Caroline and Rick Nye 
James Ognibene 
Palmer Family 
Liv and David Radue 
Jacquelyn Rae 
Kathleen Salas 
Schild Family 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Minerva Shreve 
Helen Sides 
Henry Stenberg 
Stephen Phillips Trust 
Lynn Taggart 
Jamie Tanch 
Nancy Tenbroek 
James Treadwell 
Truong Family 
Leslie and Paul Tuttle 
Margaret Twohey 
Robert W. Walker 
Marlene Warner and Jonathan Streff 

Don Glover and Tommy Leon 
Albert Goodhue 
Denise and Christopher Granniss 
Deborah Greel and John Wathne 
Joan and Richard Hannah 
Hedstrom Family 
William Henning and Thomas MacDonald 
Natalie and Jesse Jaeger 
Pamela Jendrysik 
Suzanne and Eric Kenney 
Denise Kent and Michael Gibson 
Netrista Khatam 
Susan Kirby 
Mary Krigbaum 
Russell Lane 
Richard L'heureux 
Susan and Charles Linder Bean 
Robert T. Lutts,  
Cabot Wealth Management, Inc. 
Paul Madore 
Barbara Maitland 
Brenda and Frank Marean 
Ann Marvin 
Sarah and Paul Massari 
McLaughlin Waxman Family 
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CHRISTMAS DECORATING VOLUNTEERS 
We would like to acknowledge the fine work that the following individuals did to decorate the Meetinghouse and our building this 

year for the holidays, including: Decorating Committee Chair Sandra Biondo, Richard Biondo, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Peter A. 

Copelas, Claire Donaldson, David Helen, Paul Madore and Sandra Riggs, as well as our "tree elves:" Chris Finn, Chris Granniss and 

Alan Hanscom. 

 

And thank you to the Garden Committee and volunteers for putting together the Holiday Planters: Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, 

Lynn Taggart, Chris Finn, Brenda Marean, Mike Giaque and Iris Weaver. 

STOCKING PROJECT 
 

The First Church would like to thank everyone who made this year's Stocking Project a big success. 
 

We would like thank Jim Ognibene, Valentina Burbank, Claire Donaldson and the Social Outreach Committee of the Church for 
once again organizing the Stocking Project and making it a highlight of our holiday activities.   
 

 
Marlene Warner and family 

Bob Allen and Bob Soucy 
The Navins Family 

Gabe Roses 
Paul Marquis and Doreen Beauregard 

Helen Jacoby 
Tiffany Magnolia 

The Newhall Family 
The Fritz Family 

Tommy Leon and Don Glover 

Crystal Truong and Barbara Maitland 
Ivy Brandenburg 

Mark LaPointe and Jim Larue 
Stephanie Diozzi 

Mimi Ballou 
The Radue Family and Rebecca Hains 

Genevieve Gilson and Erik Bauer 
Joy Snell 

Brenda Marean 
 

The Burbank Family and  
Rayleen Deering 
Peter A. Copelas 

Manaselis Torres-Straubel 
Jessica and Matt Kane 

Erica and Bill Klag 
David and Jeannine Helen 

Linda Stark 
Sally Holtzman 
Hobbie Sides 

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Book Discussion Group 
Tuesday, January 26 7pm 
Between the World and Me 

An "open letter" and memoir 

written for his son by the Afri-

can-American journalist and 

author, Ta-Nehisi Coates. 

Third Sunday Cultivating Soul 

Sunday, January 17 after church 

Come and learn about the health benefits of  
meditation and prayer. 

Coming in February: 
 

First Sunday Big Ideas 
Sunday, February 21 after church 
 

*T.B.D. Second Sunday Yoga* 
Sunday, February 14 9am-9:55am 
 

Third Sunday Cultivating Soul 

Sunday, February 21 after church 

Service as a Spiritual Path 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 
Family Promise 

 
First Church hosted Family Promise the week of December 27, 2015-January 3, 2016. Such a wonderful way 
to begin the New Year! Jessica Kane led a few trainings in the months leading up, and Hannah Diozzi joined 
on as co-coordinator, helping to organize meals. Pastor Jeff of course was instrumental in working with 
Standing Committee, Property Committee, and the City of Salem to be sure that we were all squared away to 
host four families. Lynn Taggart and Iana Plum made sure to gather items to help the guests feel comfortable 
and welcome while they are here. 
 
We have so many volunteers to thank for a successful hosting of Family Promise. With over 30 volunteers 
providing meals, sitting with our guests at dinner, and sleeping overnight in our lovely building, not to men-
tion a lot of behind-the-scenes work, we don’t want to take up too much space in naming everyone. 
 
Our guest families were quite cozy during our host week.  Thanks to the many who donated used and new 
bed linens, bedside lamps, towels, and storage bins, as well as precious time to launder, clean, and repair 
things.  Some “angels” dropped things off without a note, so this list may not reflect all who participated; if 
we missed your name, we are so sorry.   
 
Deborah Greel and John Wathne Hannah Diozzi 
The Palmer family  Jim LaRue 
Sue Linder Bean and Charlie Bean The Roka/Brandt family 
The Eschauzier family  Lynn Taggart and Russell Lane 
Mary Collari   Steve Grasberger 
Darlene Beauregard and Paul Marquis Bonnie Hurd Smith 
Maggie Balz and Adam Breazeale The Kane family 
Claire Donaldson  Karen Lister 
Shannon Estella   The McLaughlin/Waxman family 
The Radue family  The Plum family 
The Marean family 
 
And from people not at all connected with First Church:   
Debbie Longman of Hammond, Louisiana 
The Segil family of Dover, NH 
Julie Weinstein, Liz Weinstein, Xhazzie Kindle, the Levinson family, Kimberly Costa Foley, Meotis Erikson,  
Jillien Lochridge, and Amy McGillicuddy Waldman, all of Marblehead. 
 
During the gathering of small mountains of donations, Henny Penny and RE have been very gracious about us 
infringing on their space.  Special thanks to Deb DiGiulio, Tricia Pini, and the Henny Penny staff for their sup-
port. And of course so much of the hard labor was provided by our always smiling sexton, Billy ….. Thank you 
all, so very much, for making this endeavor possible! 
 
Sincerely, Jessica Kane, Hannah Diozzi, Lynn Taggart, Iana Plum and all the Family Promise crew 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 
Welcome Committee 
The Welcome Committee will be hosting a meeting on January 10th directly following Fellowship.  We welcome any-
one who is interested in getting more involved at First Church to attend. 
The Welcome committee members hosted a Welcome Table every Sunday during the month of December.  We had 
many people stop by to gather more information about First Church and sign up to receive the e-herald and Herald.  It 
was fun getting to talk with people who are newer to the church and assist in providing more information about the 
church.  Now it is time to set some new goals for what the committee would like to accomplish.  We hope you will con-
sider joining us at our meeting on the 10th. 
Donna Hayes Fritz,  Chair of the Welcome Committee 

 

Fellowship Committee 
What a great Fall we had with several new Fellowship Hosts!  Thank you to everyone who co-hosted with someone 
who had never hosted before and to those who hosted by yourself. It was a yummy fall full of wonderful hospitality. 
 

As we head into the New Year, its time to fill up the fellowship host list again.  A good rule of thumb is to think about 
hosting two or three times a year.  If hosting is not something your interested in, please keep an eye out for the Com-
munity Fellowships, where we invite people to bring one item for the Adult or Children's table.  It a nice way to give 
back and participate in this favorite past time of ours at First Church. 
 

The Fellowship Committee will be holding a Committee meeting on January 24th following Fellowship.  If you are inter-
ested in helping with the behind the scenes of Fellowship, we welcome to you attend or email Donna Fritz at 
dlhayes44@hotmail.com or call at 978-828-5673. 
 

Thank you to our recent Fellowship Hosts: The Radue Family, Jim LaRue, Chistiane Hansen-Mitev, Deborah Greel, John 
Wathne, Stacia Cooper, David and Jeannine Helen, Alicia Diozzi, Mike Mascolo, Stephanie Diozzi, Hannah Diozzi and 
everyone who participated in the Christmas Community Fellowship. 
 

Lastly, I would like to thank Alicia Diozzi for her amazing talents on the Committee.  She has been on the committee for 
several years as both a committee member and as the Chair of the committee.  Alicia will be moving on from the com-
mittee, but we are thankful she has offered her support on an as needed basis. 
 

The Fellowship Committee, 
Donna Fritz-Chair, Bob Allen, Stephanie Diozzi, Jennifer Barz-Snell, Jan Eschauzier, Chris Finn, Christiane Hansen-Mitev 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, Jan 17 and Sat, Jan 23 at 4:45pm 
First Church has expanded our involvement at Lifebridge to a second meal each month. To help distribute the coordina-
tion workload, Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@hotmail.com) is the new Saturday meal coordinator  will continue coordi-
nating the Saturday meal while Amanda Roeder (roedermusic@gmail.com) handles the Sunday meal.  
 
If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the services, or 
online through the “Lifebridge” link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Alan or Amanda. 
 
Thank you to our Lifebridge Volunteers in December: 

Brian Hancock, Sally Holtzman, Denis Castleton, Lynn Taggart, Russell Lane, Richard L'heureux, Rick Nye,  
Louis Feinberg, Jordan Balbresky, Holly Chase, Amanda Roeder, Crystal, Samantha, and Rebecca Truong, 
Stacia and Lloyd Woodcock and Victor Young. 

mailto:roedermusic@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Part of a new series featuring Muslim speakers sponsored by: 

 

A "Question and Answer" Community Forum  

featuring newspaper columnist, photojournalist, and  

Arab-American Muslim: 

  Ask a Muslim Anything 

Robert Azzi 

Sunday, Jan 10, 2016, 12:30 pm, First Church in Salem, UU 316 Essex Street, Salem 

(978) 744-1551 

www.firstchurchinsalem.org 

http://www.firstchurchinsalem.org/

