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On Sunday, January 10 the First Church hosted a program called “Ask a Muslim Anything.” 
Robert Azzi, an Arab American Muslim writer, photojournalist and columnist, came and 
spoke at our morning service and then led an early afternoon “question and answer” fo-
rum open to the public.  I am pleased to report that we had close to 140 people attend 
the afternoon program with a variety of questions being posed to our speaker.  (See the 
link here and on our website to the front page article in the Salem News.) 
 

This program is the first of a series we plan to host this year on Islam and America.  Cur-
rently in American society we see a caricature of Islam often presented; one that focuses 
on extremist elements of the faith and does not recognize the millions of decent, law-
abiding Muslims who live and work in the United States, many of whom are American citi-
zens.  Too often what is reported as Muslim is an extremist ideology espoused by a small 
minority (given the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims); an ideology whose hateful speech and 
actions are then presented as a general view of what is Islam is and who Muslims are.  
Too often public personalities and media outlets in our country are allowed to get away 
with inaccurate and sensationalized depictions of Islam for the sake of ratings. 
 

It is clear to many of us that the wars being fought in the Middle East are about land and 
oil as much, if not more, than they are about Allah and Jehovah or Jesus and Mohammed.  
There are extremist elements in all of the great monotheistic religions of the West active 
today.  While I believe the United States should protect itself, what we need is not more 
threats and military strikes but rather greater understanding and awareness of different 
cultures. 
 

Our church has a long history of encouraging interfaith understanding and compassion. 
Our congregation was the first established Protestant congregation here in the area to 
welcome Roman Catholic immigrants to Salem in the 1790’s, thanks to the leadership of 
the Rev. William Bentley.  Bentley also incidentally taught himself to read and write Ara-
bic.  A century later, we welcomed and helped with the formation of the first synagogue 
in town as well, Temple Shalom, (which sadly closed several years ago).  We have a legacy 
of welcoming people and fostering understanding and community. 
 

That is why we decided to move ahead with a series of lectures and programs featuring 
Muslim speakers this spring and summer.  As the rhetoric continues to escalate during 
this Presidential election year, we think it is vitally important to understand that extrem-
ism and ignorance here in this country is just as dangerous as militant extremists agitating 
outside of it.  Indeed if we as a country are truly honest with ourselves then we will realize 
that the latest manifestation of Islamic extremism is partly the fruit of our own foreign 
and military policies. 
 

I invite you to support our efforts here and attend our programs.  Currently we do not 
have a budget for this “Bentley Lecture Series,” as we are calling it.  We saw a need and 
an opportunity and decided to sponsor these events as an act of faith of sorts.  Some of us 
 

Musings continued on page 3 

http://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/public-turnout-heavy-for-ask-a-muslim-anything/article_6548a0fd-2f46-5318-ba39-aaa0733204db.html
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February Schedule of Events 
Fri, February 5,  
6:00 -9 pm, First Church Game Night 
Sat, February 6 
10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
Sun, February 7 
10:30am Intergenerational Service  
12pm First Sunday Big Ideas: Telling Our Story 
Tue, February 9 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor 
7pm Book Group 
Wed, February 10 Ash Wednesday 
7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg 
Sun, February 14 
10:30am Choir Service 
Chocolate Sunday during Fellowship 
7pm Youth Group 
Sun, February 21 
10:30am Communion Service 
11:45am Third Sunday Cultivating Soul 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team 
7pm Youth Group 
Tue, February 23 
7pm Book Group 
Wed, February 24 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
Fri, February 26 
First Church Storytelling Slam 
Sat, February 27 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
Sun, February 28 
10:30am Service 

Simon, Carolyn and Malcolm Fox recently visited the Angli-
can church in England where the first minister of this congre-
gation had preached some 388 years ago.  This was the 
church where the Rev. Francis Higginson served as a very 
young man before boarding 
a ship in June of 1629 to 
come to the "New World."  
Parts of the building date 
back to the 12th century.  
St. Peter's Church is located 
in Claybrooke Parva, and is 
about a 2-hour drive north 
of London, about 15 min-
utes away from the Fox's new home.  (They moved back to 
the U.K. last spring).  We thank them for sharing these photos 
and wish them well.   
http://www.uppersoarbenefice.eu.pn/html/
claybrooke_parva.html 
 

Iris Weaver is looking for a new shared living situation, with 
one or more people or a family in the Salem and Beverly area.  
She is a single, 61-year old woman and a member of the First 
Church who is self-employed as an herbalist, teacher and pro-
fessional gardener.  She writes: 

I can clean, cook and bake, garden and do yard work, 
and be companionable. I have a valid driver’s license, but 
no car. 
I am looking for 2 to 3 rooms because of my herbal busi-
ness, in addition shared kitchen and bath are fine. (I have 
a lot of books and other things.) I have an elderly cat who 
is friendly, tidy, and well-behaved. Garden space would 
be heavenly.  I can’t pay a lot in rent, but am happy to do 
cooking, housework, gardening, etc. in exchange for part 
of the rent.  I do need to be within walking distance of 
the train or the bus. I am looking to locate in Beverly or 
Salem. 

 Iris Weaver, Shamanic Herbalist, Foraging Instructor, 
www.irisweaver.com, 617-773-5809 
 

Richard and Joan Hannah as well as Bill Henning and Thomas 
McDonald all now have something unusual in common: they 
have made a trip to Cuba during the month of January.  They 
join Richard L'Heureux on the growing list of First Church folk 
who have now visited the famous Caribbean Island.  Maybe a 
group slide show is in order? 
 

Speaking of warm tropical places, Paul Madore is once again 
away in Florida during the months of January and February.  
First Church member and church organist Don Glover is filling 
in during Paul's absence.  We assume that Paul will return for 
the early Easter season "rested, tan, and ready!" 

Around the Parish 

The First Sunday Big Ideas program in January had 25 
people in attendance!  It featured a video "talk" with 
the writer, lawyer and civil rights activist, Michelle Alex-
ander, who is the author of "The New Jim Crow: Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness."  Thank you 
to everyone who came and the substantive discussion 
that ensued.  It is clear that members of our community 
want to get involved in advocating for a fairer, less dis-
criminating criminal justice system.  Alexander's talk 
can be found on YouTube using her name and the 
search term: "Future of Race in America."  It is 20 min-
utes worth watching. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 . 2 
Imbolc / Groundhog Day 

3 
 

4  5  
6-9 pm GAME 
NIGHT 

6   
10am Choir Rehearsal 

7  
10:30am Intergenera-
tional Service 
12pm First Sunday Big 
Ideas: Telling Our Story 

8  
 

9  
12pm Lunch with Pastor 
7pm Book Group 
 

10 Ash Wednesday 
7:15pm Standing Cmte 
Meeting 

11 
 

12 
 

13  
 

14 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service with 
Choir  / Chocolate Sunday 
during Fellowship 

15  
 

16 
 

17  
 

18 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21 
10:30am Communion 
Service  
11:45am Third Sunday  
Cultivating Soul 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  
7pm Youth Group 

22 23  
7pm Book Group 

24  
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 

25  26 
First Church  
Storytelling Slam 

27 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

28 
10:30am Service  

29 
 

Coming in March: Family Promise returns. Volunteers needed! See 
page 10 for more information. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 6  

Just a reminder: one 
year ago at the time 
of this printing: 
"Snowmageddon" had 
begun with the sec-
ond of many snow-
storms having already 
"hit" the Northshore. 
 

Jeff Barz-Snell was 
honored to deliver the 
Opening Invocation at 
the City of Salem's City Council Inauguration on Mon-
day, January 4.  Incoming City Council President, Josh 
Turiel, invited Jeff to do the honors.  He also partici-
pated once again in the Peace Vigil at Salem State Uni-
versity, honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King on 
Monday, January 18.  He led the gathering in a prayer 
before they marched. 
 

Have something you would like to share and see noted 
in "Around the Parish?”  Simply email the Church Office 
or the Minister.   

Minister’s Musings, continued from page 1 

 
believe that the road to any durable peace here in 
the 21st century lies in faithful acts like this and 
many others that facilitate understanding, create 
connection and foster engagement.  The Rev. William 
Sloan Coffin once observed that “the World is too 
dangerous for anything but truth, and too small for 
anything but love.” 
 

We have a fun and inspiring month of special ser-
vices, chocolate fundraisers, discussion groups and 
even a story telling event.  There is a lot happening 
around here these days.   
 

See you in church. 
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From Religious Education  
February at the First Church means Chocolate Sunday! This year Chocolate Sunday falls on February 14, Valen-
tine’s Day itself! Our Middle School students will be hosting Chocolate Sunday. If you are new to First Church you 
are in for a real treat (no pun intended). Chocolate Sunday is the ultimate bake sale. Our talented members and 
friends all donate their very best baked chocolate confections. (We have even had chocolate covered bacon) We 
then replace our usual Fellowship hour with a fantastic bake sale. We tie everything together with valentine 
theme of love and friendship and our wonderful fair trade coffee. The best part is that 100% of the funds earned 
go directly to support the Religious Education Social Justice project, which our Middle School students are re-
searching right now and will choose soon.  So get ready to bake and to buy on February 14th all for a good cause. 
 
February 7th First Church will host Two of a Kind during our service.  This is a fantastic performing husband and 
wife duo travel the country entertaining kids and adults with family oriented music that will warm your heart and 
feed  your mind. 
 
Our Winter Family Fun Night will take place on Friday, March 4th so mark your calendars.  The theme for this 
party will be “The Mad Hatter”.  So start searching for the best and most interesting hat you can come up with for 
this fun theme! We will be asking for donations of beverages, salads and desserts too, so watch for information in 
the weekly Religious Education Snapshot. 
 
For those families who like to plan ahead our LifeBridge team may need some help in March. Volunteering to-
gether as a family for LifeBridge is a wonderful way to reinforce our UU values of service and community. See me 
or Alan Hanscom to volunteer. 
 
Some things that are in the works for Religious Education in the next few weeks are; Vermicomposting! Yes 
worms at the First Church. Theater of the Oppressed with Lloyd Woodcock for the youth. Look for details in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Happy winter, 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Youth Group Meeting Dates 

Sundays at 7pm 
 

February 21: Game Night 
 
March 20 
 
April 10 
 
May 15 
 

 

Religious Education Calendar 
 
2/7      Two of a Kind Service 
2/14   Chocolate Sunday 
3/4     Family Fun Night 
3/13   Youth Sunday 
3/20   Egg Dyeing 
3/27   Easter Sunday and Egg Hunt 
5/15   Green Meadows Farm trip 
5/22   Flower Communion and Sundae 
Sunday 
6/5     RE Sunday and Bridging 



  The Herald     Vol. 16, No. 5 

From Stewardship 
Busy, Busy, Busy! 
First Church has accomplished much as a faith community during the past holiday season and the first month of 
2016. In the last two months, we have: 
 

1. Served as the anchor site for Christmas in Salem, welcoming over 500 visitors to our church during the 
first weekend in December; 

2. Assisted 20 needy families locally during the holidays in providing "Santa support" through our annual 
Stocking Project; 

3. Hosted 4 homeless families (13 people) for a week as the newest host congregation for Family Promise of 
the Northshore; and  

4. Sponsored and hosted the very successful "Ask a Muslim Anything" event in early January, attracting over 
140 people, fostering interfaith understanding, and facilitating a very timely and important larger discus-
sion about Islam and American Society. 

 

This is in addition to all the normal events and programs we have during the holidays including the always enter-
taining Christmas Pageant and the year end Janus Ritual. 
 

Your continued support of First Church with your talents and financial gifts makes all of this possible. Thank you 
from all of us for your dedication to our community. 
 

Year-end Tax Statements  
Speaking of financial contributions, you should be seeing your tax statements for the calendar year 2015 coming 
in the mail in the next couple of weeks or so. Remember that this statement should show all monetary contribu-
tions you have contributed to First Church from January 1 to December 31, 2015, including annual pledges, capital 
campaign contributions, and flower and other miscellaneous gifts. When you receive your tax statement, please 
look it over carefully and let Marlene or Tommy know if there are discrepancies between our records and yours. 
We can be reached by email at stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
 

On the horizon, you can look forward to our upcoming Time and Talent Auction and our annual Stewardship St. 
Patrick’s Day Lunch in March. 
 

Marlene Warner & Tommy Leon, Co-Chairs  
Members:  Alicia Diozzi, Peter Eschauzier,  
Bill Henning, Russell Lane, Lloyd Woodcock 

New Member Bios 
MAGGIE BALZ AND DONALD BREAZEALE have lived in Salem since 2013. Maggie grew up in Portsmouth, NH and 
Adam grew up in Knoxville, TN. They were raised Catholic and Southern Baptist respectively. Maggie works as 
a speech language pathologist who works with adults with neurological disorders. Adam served in the Navy 
for seven years and now works as an analyst. They are happy to be in Salem and to a progressive and open 
minded community.  
 
MIKE GIAUQUE grew up and lived most of his life in Indiana and has resided in Salem since 2013. He raised as a 
Presbyterian and later joined a Methodist Church in Indianapolis. He moved to Arlington, MA in 2011 and at-
tended First Parish in Lexington. He has two daughters: Sarah who lives in Minneapolis and Hannah who lives 
in Austin, TX. He is semi-retired.  
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From the Music Director 
At this point in time, all the festivities of Christmas 
seem like a distant past as I’m sure you’re all coping 
with the usual winter woes of cold, snow and all that 
stuff that seems to go on forever until spring/summer 
finally makes its appearance. 
 
I write this piece from Florida as I’m here for my usual 
winter hiatus, enjoying some reasonably balmy weather 
(although we’ve been having some pretty cool days as 
well).  
 
The nice thing about being here is that I get to visit 
other churches and glean all kinds of good ideas from 
that experience. Just yesterday, I attended services at 
the UU church in Boca Raton, and as I actually know the 
music director quite well at this point, I got to join the 
choir and, of course, take copious mental notes about 
how this group operates for very positive comparison 
with First Church. This is a very welcoming community, 
not unlike First Church with lots of young families and 
older members as well, many of them transplanted 
from Northern areas and different denominations. The 
church buildings themselves are very different from 
First Church, very contemporary, with all the electronic 
gimmicks at their disposal. They have grey hymnals in 
the seats (not pews) but everything is projected on 
screens down front so no real need for the hymnal. 
Church is followed with a very lively fellowship and eve-
ryone comes over to welcome and talk to the new visi-
tor. All and all, it’s a great experience. 
 
Of course, I still need to attend an occasional service at 
the Palm Beach Brahmin church Bethesda Episcopal for 
my fix of great all time church music. Imagine a fully 
paid professional choir and a huge antiphonal organ 
that shakes the rafters of this exquisite gothic structure. 
One can’t believe the formality of this place which is 
packed to the gills every Sunday. For the church musi-
cian it’s a truly memorable experience.  
 
Of course, all this will happily come to an end when I’m 
back in Salem happily anticipating a very early Easter 
season and enjoying the sounds of our wonderful choir. 
 
See you all soon and in church, 
Paul Madore 

Henny Penny  
January in Henny Penny means actively seeking 
new enrollments for the 2016-17 school year.  We 
are excited to report all Tuesday & Thursday 
spaces have been filled!  For families in need of a 3
-day schedule we have six remaining spots.  In or-
der to accommodate families only needing 2-days 
we are offering limited Monday/Wednesday and 
Wednesday/Friday spaces.  Please remember we 
cannot hold any spaces without the non-
refundable tuition deposit (which is credited to the 
final tuition payment to Henny Penny). 
 
We are excited to announce the addition of an ab-
breviated Afternoon Preschool session Monday – 
Thursday from 12:30pm – 3:00pm.  Short after-
noon programs are a bit of a blast from the past, 
but we are happy to offer it to families who are on 
the waitlist for morning preschool.  The first year 
will be a trial period, and if the need is not demon-
strated we will return to the traditional morning 
program only.  Some families are late risers and 
embrace an afternoon program.  Families working 
overnight shifts also  prefer afternoon options. 
 
Stacey Dupuis has introduced the children to yoga 
and they love it!  We are grateful to have Stacey on 
our teaching team.  She begins the session with 
quiet breathing, then some animal play, a few fun 
songs that incorporate easy poses, and ends with a 
short guided meditation in savasana pose (or the 
child’s interpretation of it!).   The yoga typically 
runs between 30-45 minutes.  Often when we have 
a day filled with high energy, we wrap it up with 
yoga.  The children truly respond and have made 
comments about how yoga helps them when they 
are over-excited or angry.  It’s amazing when we 
witness children make connections like these!  Na-
maste! 
 
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, and Stacey Dupuis 
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UU-UNO and the First Church in Salem 
 
Did you know that Unitarian Universalists have been involved with the United Nations since it was estab-
lished in 1946? Both the Universalists and the Unitarians were active in the League of Nations and then later 
closely monitored the creation of the United Nations (UN). In 1962, the Unitarian Universalist Association 
opened an office at the UN.  
 
During the first 50 years of the UN, the Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office (UU-UNO) made history 
in promoting religious cooperation for peace, the formation of the International Criminal Court and promot-
ing equal human rights regardless of gender expression, gender identity or sexual orientation. The UU-UNO is 
a non-governmental organization, 501C-3, associated with the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOC) and Department of Public Information. The UN consultative status gives the office the ability to en-
gage with UN in powerful and influential ways. 
 
Now that we know the history of UU-UNO, how does this impact the First Church in Salem? 
The UU-UNO has a three-fold mission: 

Engages in the work of the UN to advance a peaceful, just, sustainable and pluralistic world community 
and promote human rights  

Engages and inspires Unitarian Universalists and others to support and participate in this work. . For more 
information go to: www.uua.org/un 

The UU-UNO also wants to help members of The First Church in Salem find their place in the global story 
and bend the arc towards global justice and peace. 

 
Interested?  Get Involved!  Next Steps: 
On January 31st, 2016 following our church service there will be a meeting for all interested folks to create 
an intergenerational team to give the First Church Salem congregation a voice at the United Nations. This 
First Church Salem UU-UNO team will be extremely valuable to the UU-UNO as it will promote and exemplify 
intergenerational conversation and serve as the link between the office and the global UU community. The 
first goal of the First Church Salem UU-UNO team will be to identify a Youth Envoy who will keep the First 
Church Salem Youth updated with opportunities at the UN and how they can be involved with the UNO pro-
gram initiatives, as well as UNO programming at the congregation. 
 
To learn more? 
Please speak with Rev. Jeffrey Barz-Snell, call the Church Office or check-in with Holly Chase. 

http://www.uua.org/un
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Capital Campaign Coming to a Close 
 
As the process for creating the recognition plaque for the Capital Campaign has unfolded it has come to our 
attention that there is confusion about the plaque and the names listed that I hope to help clarify with this 
column. 
 
During this century, the First Church undertook 2 capital campaign. The first was from 2001 – 2003 and the 
second from 2011 – 2013.  These campaigns raised funds specifically for construction projects the Church 
Membership had decided to undertake.  Gifts and pledges to a capital campaign are distinct from the gifts 
and pledges one makes each year to help the church pay its operating expenses.  It is the gifts to the two 
Capital Campaigns that are being acknowledged on the plaque under design.  Please note that in the last few 
draft listings some names that should have been included in the 2003 campaign were not listed; we have at-
tempted to correct that in the current draft. 
 
Some people have asked whether there is still a chance to support the capital campaign. Indeed, some who 
joined the Church after the project was complete never had the chance but would like the opportunity.  We 
would certainly welcome such gifts as the costs of the project (surprise!) exceeded the projections. 
 
This begs the question of whether the Church ever publicly recognizes by name people who support its ongo-
ing operations with their annual pledges and gifts.  These funds pay for things fundamental to the Church’s 
ongoing operation (like ministerial and RE expenses) as well as for important community programming, like 
“Ask a Muslim Anything."  This may be a worthy conversation for the Stewardship Committee to consider; I 
imagine that there will be a wide range of opinions on the Committee and within the Church Membership.  
That’s part of what makes this place special. It’s probably fair to say the recognition tool would be different 
from a permanently installed plaque as it may have to change each year. 
 
With all of that said, we include here the most recent version of listings for the Capital Campaign plaque.  We 
have tried to incorporate edits as they’ve come to our attention, but please do read carefully in case we’ve 
missed something.  If you believe you should be on the list, please check to make sure that you are, and 
THANK YOU for your gift.  When you find your name, please check for spelling and format as what you see is 
how your name will appear on the plaque. [Please see following page for listings.] 
 
Please send any changes or additions to Nicole McLaughlin by the end of February.  She can be reached at 
nmclaughlin@plummerhome.org or 978-744-0644. 
 

mailto:nmclaughlin@plummerhome.org%3cmailto:nmclaughlin@plummerhome.org
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2013 

2003 

Bob Allen and Bob Soucy 
Nina and Blake Anderson 
Jean Arlander 
Mary Ballou 
Jennifer and Jeffrey Barz-Snell 
Rick Belejack and Alan Towne 
Ellen and George Brandenburg 
Jeff Brandt and Patricia Roka 
Meredith Browne 
Maria Buckley 
Valentina and Max Burbank 
Abigail Burns 
Craig Collemer and Gary LaParl 
Peter Andrew Copelas 
Peter Copelas, Jr. 
Cynthia and Duncan Cox 
Deacons of the First Church 
Deb DiGuilio 
Alicia Diozzi and Michael Mascolo 
Hannah Diozzi 
Claire M. Donaldson 
Jan and Peter Eschauzier 
Donna and Michael Fritz 
Lynn Frothingham 
Gloria and Misha Gerson 

Bob Allen and Bob Soucy 
Evelynne and Doug Amos 
Nina and Blake Anderson 
Julie and Chris Anderson 
Jean and Richard Arlander 
Mary Ballou 
Jennifer and Jeffrey Barz-Snell 
Jeffrey Beale 
Maria and Michael Buckley 
Valentina and Max Burbank 
Abigail Burns 
John Casey and Bruce Goddard 
Peter Copelas, Jr. 
Peter Andrew Copelas 
Cynthia and Duncan Cox 
Deacons of the First Church 
Claire M. Donaldson 
William H.K. Donaldson 

McLaughlin Waxman Family 
Elaine and Bob Miller 
Patricia and Charles Newhall 
Betty Nichols 
Ann Northey 
Caroline and Rick Nye 
Jim Ognibene 
Palmer Family 
Phyllis Ballou 
Heather and Chris Ryan 
Salem Garden Club 
Elizabeth and Eric Schultz 
Helen Sides 
Priscilla and Marlin Sload 
James E. Tanch 
James Treadwell 
Meg Twohey 
Loretta and Randal Weiting 

First Church Alliance 
First Church Deacons 
Lynn Frothingham 
Sherri Goodhue 
Denise Granniss 
Stephen Grasberger and Kate van Dyke 
Nan Greer 
Hope and Mac Griffin 
Joan and Richard Hannah 
Christiane Hansen Mitev 
Clara and Warren Hartwell 
Hedstrom Family 
Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan 
Suzanne and Eric Kenney 
Paul Madore 
Barbara Maitland 
Ann Marvin 
Sarah and Paul Massari 

Don Glover and Tommy Leon 
Albert Goodhue 
Denise and Christopher Granniss 
Deborah Greel and John Wathne 
Joan and Richard Hannah 
Hedstrom Family 
William Henning and Thomas MacDonald 
Natalie and Jesse Jaeger 
Pamela Jendrysik 
Suzanne and Eric Kenney 
Denise Kent and Michael Gibson 
Netrista Khatam 
Susan Kirby 
Mary Krigbaum 
Russell Lane 
Richard L'heureux 
Susan and Charles Linder Bean 
Robert T. Lutts, Cabot Wealth Management, Inc. 
Paul Madore 
Barbara Maitland 
Brenda and Frank Marean 
Ann Marvin 
Sarah and Paul Massari 
McLaughlin Waxman Family 
Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan 

John B. Newhall 
Patricia and Charles Newhall 
Betty Nichols 
Caroline and Rick Nye 
James Ognibene 
Palmer Family 
Liv and David Radue 
Jacquelyn Rae 
Salas Family 
Stephen Sawtell 
Schild Family 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Minerva Shreve 
Helen Sides 
Henry Stenberg 
Stephen Phillips Trust 
Lynn Taggart 
James E. Tanch 
Nancy TenBroeck 
James Treadwell 
Truong Family 
Leslie and Paul Tuttle 
Margaret Twohey 
Robert W. Walker 
Marlene Warner and Jonathan Streff 
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Small Group Potlucks Return! 
A few years ago we began a successful program of 
small-group pot luck dinners at members' homes. 
These dinners give people a chance to meet and 
talk with other members of the church in an infor-
mal, relaxed setting. The groups are formed ran-
domly so that people meet with a cross section of 
church members. Some groups include both adults 
and children.f 
 

We are continuing the dinners this March. The 
host(s) for the dinner will be responsible for tim-
ing, what to bring, etc. The only official order of 
business for each group will be to schedule a sec-
ond dinner some time later this Spring. 
 

If you are interested in hosting please contact 
Catherine at firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com, call 
the church office at 978-744-1551 or sign up in the 
Barnard Room.  
 

Sign up forms with dates will be available in the 
Barnard Room beginning February 7.  

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

First Sunday Big Ideas 
Sunday, February 7 after church 
Telling our Stories- building a more just and com-
passionate world by sharing stories 
Join us as we watch and then discuss Dave Isay's 
TED talk about StoryCorps recorded in March, 
2015.  StoryCorps' mission is to preserve and share 
humanity's stories in order to build connections 
between people and create a more just and com-
passionate world. In this moving talk, Isay tells 
how StoryCorps originated, shares powerful sto-
ries that have been captured by the program, and 
describes his vision for how the new StoryCorps 
app could be used to capture the collective wis-
dom of humanity. 

Third Sunday Cultivating Soul 

Sunday, February 21 after church 

Developing a Prayer Life – “Prayer for Dummies” 

Winter Book Group  
Continues on Tuesdays Feb 9 and Feb 23 
7pm 
We had 11 people join our first meeting to discuss 
Ta-Nehisi Coates powerful memoir and essay on 
race in America, Between the World and Me.  The 
discussion ranged from racism here on the North 
Shore to the history of Salem to the legacy of slav-
ery to the state of the criminal justice system here 
in the US to what should white people of privilege 
do as they /we wake up to the challenges sur-
rounding racial inequality that are still so prevalent 
here in the 21st century.  Join us for our next gath-
ering of stimulating conversation, education and 
good company. 

Helping Families Locally 
March 20—27 

Family Promise of the North Shore comes to Salem 
for the first time with the First Church serving as a 
host congregation from Sunday, March 20 through 
Sunday, March 27.  Three or four homeless families 
will be staying here overnight.  We need many  vol-
unteers to help with this effort.  We are obligated to 
have two volunteers stay overnight each of the seven 
nights (preferably one male and one female) our 
guests are here.  We also need cooks willing to pro-
vide dinner for 9-14 adults and kids each evening.   
This is a great way to make a real difference in a local 
family's, and child's, life this holiday season.  To find 
out more information, speak with Jess Kane or the 
Minister. 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Fellowship Committee 
It’s back! Downton Abbey Community Fellowship! 
We will celebrate the final season with a community fellowship on March 6th.  If you’re a fan of the show, 
dress like a character from the show and bring a snack to share with the congregation. 
 
Thank you to our recent Fellowship Hosts: Jan and Peter Eschauzier, Bill and Erica Klag, Kate Dulmage, Mona 
Strawbel, Jess and Matt Kane, Brenda and Frank Marean, Mary Krigbaum, Sandra and Rich Biondo, Jacquelyn 
Rae, Eliabeth Jainsch, and everyone who participated on our January Community Fellowship.  
 
The Fellowship Committee, 
Donna Fritz-Chair, Bob Allen, Stephanie Diozzi, Jennifer Barz-Snell, Jan Eschauzier, Chris Finn,  
Christiane Hansen-Mitev 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, Feb 21 and Sat, Feb 27 at 4:45pm 
First Church has expanded our involvement at Lifebridge to a second meal each month. To help distribute the 
coordination workload, Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@hotmail.com) is the new Saturday meal coordinator  will 
continue coordinating the Saturday meal while Amanda Roeder (roedermusic@gmail.com) handles the Sun-
day meal.  
 
If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the 
services, or online through the “Lifebridge” link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Alan or 
Amanda. 
 
Thank you to our Lifebridge Volunteers in January: 
Jordan Balbresky, Denis Castleton, Mike Giauque, Jim LaRue, Amanda Roeder, Victor Young, Bob Zastrow, 
Peter Copelas, Crystal, Samantha and Rebecca Truong , Iana and Zach Plum, Gabe Roses, Lynn Taggart,  
Russell Lane, Richard L'Heureux, Holly Chase, Alan Hanscom and Paul and Sara Massari. 

Chalice Lighting from Sunday, January 24 
When I look for light in the season of darkness, my heart turns to this community.  Here in our meeting house are 
people who shine the torch of love and caring.  Here we gather to worship, to give thanks, and to put our collec-
tive shoulders to the work of making a better world.   
 

As Dr. King said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that. “ 
 

In our work for social justice, through listening to voices different from ours, like Robert Azzi and Ta-Nahesi 
Coates, in our efforts to reach out locally through gloves and hats hung on our fence, by providing holiday joy 
with the Stocking Project, through Family Promise, and through Lifebridge, we shine our light.   
 

Our chalice reflects the much brighter flame of this church; a flame that doesn’t go out when Sunday turns into 
Monday.   

- Lynn Taggart, First Church Deacon 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday, Feb 7  Special Sunday Service for Kids and Adults 
TWO OF A KIND is coming to the First Church to lead an intergenerational service of songs 
and stories that is not to be missed. 
 
Join us on the first Sunday in February as our service and song leaders will be Two of a Kind, the Singing duo 
David and Jenny Heitler-Klevans.  They love bringing people together 
and building community through music. Their beautiful harmonies 
accompanied by David’s powerful, rhythmic guitar playing and 
Jenny’s multi-ethnic percussion instruments create magic on stage. 
 
Friends of Ellen Brandenburg, we are fortunate to have David and 
Jenny lead the service on Sunday, Feb 7.  This award-winning hus-
band-wife duo presents concerts for families and children of all ages, 
including songs, puppets, movement, and stories – all with an em-
phasis on interaction and participation.  TWO OF A KIND helps people 
of all ages feel that they can create music and that they can make a 
difference in the world. 


