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Our work for peace must begin within the private world of each one of us. 
Dag Hammarskjold 

 
As months full of turning points and surprises go, this last one was a quite something.  
Regardless of where you might fall on the political spectrum, I think we all can agree 
about the last few weeks being memorable.  I know a lot of members and friends of 
our congregation had concerns going into the election and have concerns now.  At 
least one of the most mean-spirited political seasons in living memory is over. 
 
I believe that communities like ours become more important, not less, during times 
like this.  Our way of being religious, our values, our vision for our community and na-
tion, matter.  They really do matter. 
 
Lest we forget, we have been a community that makes a difference for a very long 
time.  Members of this congregation were patriots fighting for the founding of this na-
tion.  We were abolitionists struggling to end slavery.  We were reformers advocating 
for the creation of public education, social relief organizations, and prison reform.  We 
were suffragists laboring for the right of women to vote.  We are a community that is 
part of a larger tradition that strives to make our world a better place. 
 
And that tradition continues to this day.  The torch is handed to us at a time like this, 
as we stand up for our values, our interpretation of religion and scripture, and our be-
lief that diversity does not make us weaker but rather contributes to our vibrancy and 
strength as a people.  And we are a part of larger tradition that believes God is found 
in this sort of work.  In the words of a former minister, “Church is the place where you 
get to practice what it means to be human.” 
 
During this season of Advent, we are invited to reach out to the world in acts of hope, 
peace, joy and love.  I hope all of us will take one of the many opportunities we each 
have to do just that, be they large or small.  Our youth are practicing “random acts of 
kindness” this month.  Our members are finding ways to converse and connect about 
things that matter to us. (See information about our new “Conversation Circles.”)  Dur-
ing this season of merriment and festival of good tidings, there are so many ways that 
we can bring light to the lives of others, and then ourselves.  This is what this time of 
the year is all about.  
 
See you in church,  

When the power 
of love  

overcomes the 
love of power  
the world will 
know peace.  

 
- Jimi Hendrix 

Minister’s Musings 
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December Schedule of Events 
Sat, December 3 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, December 4 
9am RE Committee 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
11:45am Conversation Circles [See page ] 
Coming of Age (COA) Mentor Sunday 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
 

Wed, December 7  
6pm Potluck at First Church with the Radues 
7:30pm Property Committee 
 

Sun, December 10 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, December 11 
10:30am Service: Wear Pink  
11:45am Conversation Circles 
*New Member Meeting 
During RE: COA Meets 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 
 

Tue, December 13 
12pm Lunch with the Pastor  
 

Wed, December 14 
7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thu, December 15 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Fri, December 16 
7pm Story Slam 
 

Sat, December 17 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Pageant Dress Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
 

Sun, December 18: Christmas Sunday 
8:30am Pageant Call  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Pageant & Service 
12pm Community Fellowship & Holiday Party 
 

Sat, December 24: Christmas Eve 
5pm Choir Rehearsal 
7pm Carol and Lessons Candlelight Service 
 

Sun, December 25: Christmas 
10:30am Storybook Service 
 

Sun, January 1: New Year’s Day 
10:30am Service and Janus Ritual 
 

Around the Parish 
Jean Arlander observed her 72nd wedding anniversary on 
Sun, Nov 6 in the same place where she was married: here.  
She married Richard (Dick) Arlander here in our Meeting-
house on Monday, November 6, 1944.  Thank you for sharing 
that milestone with us, Deacon Arlander! 

Soon to be church member Adam Schoenhardt recently do-
nated two brass candlesticks to the First Church.  We thank 
Adam for this nice contribution.  Lest we forget, everything 
you see in the Cleveland and Barnard Rooms are donations 
from people like us.   

Adam is a landscape architect and has also recently joined 
the Willson Hall Task Force with Richard L’heureux, Paul 
Marquis, Lynn Taggart, John Wathne and Steve Palmer.  
Their mission is to identify how best to proceed with our 
plans to solve the water problem in our basement social hall 
and move ahead incrementally with our plans to finish reno-
vations. 

Speaking of renovations, thanks to the work and leadership 
of our Property Committee, our basement kitchen now has 
all new lighting, wiring and two new gas stoves installed.  
Thank you Jaime Tanch, Eric Kenney for spearheading this 
effort.  It’s been a long time coming!   

Lloyd Woodcock started a new job last month as the Director 
of Education for the North Shore Music Theater.  Lloyd is 
directing the professional theater programs outreach pro-
grams for elementary aged kids and serves as a spokesperson 
for the importance of the arts in education.   

Thomas MacDonald is retiring from the Hawthorne Hotel 
after working there for ten years.  Thomas quickly became 
Director of Sales and an indispensible member of the hotel’s 
“Executive Committee.”  He plans to spend some time in na-
tive Bermuda this winter as a sort of change of venue and 
place.  

With the results of the election, many of our members are 
organizing and advocating for causes that many of us believe 
in.  There is a chapter of a national group called Pantsuit Na-
tion that has formed.  Among its members are Alicia Diozzi, 
Jess Kane, Robyn Giannopolo and Rebecca Hains.   

Joanne Jonsson, church friend and choir member, lost her 
mother last month.  She was 102 years old.  

The First Church hosted a series of “Mind and Soul” programs 
in November including a very well attended slideshow featur-
ing Luce Brandt, Justin Granniss and Jason Hedstrom.  All 
three high school students shared some photos and stories 
from last summer when they visited Japan as part of the 
longstanding exchange program between the City of Salem 
and City of Ota.   

In addition, Amanda Roeder on Thanksgiving Sunday shared 
photos and stories about her service trip with Habitat for 
Humanity in Nicaragua last July.  She was part of a team who 
built several concrete block houses for local families in need.  
Amanda had us all “counting our blessings” by the end of her  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2  
 

3 
9am Choir  
Rehearsal 

 

 
*Religious Education is holding its Coming of Age (COA) class this year. Please note the 
COA Mentor Sundays. Thank you!  

4  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
COA Mentor Sunday 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 

5  
 

6   
 

7  
 
 
 
 

8  
 
 

 

9  
 
 
 
 

10  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

11 
10:30am Service  
New Member Meeting 
During RE: COA Meets 
12pm Pageant Rehearsal 

12  
 

13  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 

14 
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

15  
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 
 
 

16 
7pm Story Slam 
 

17  
9am Choir Rehearsal 
9am Pageant Rehearsal 
9am Salem Pantry Dis-
tribution 

 

18 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Pageant & 
Service 
12pm Holiday Party  
4:45pm Lifebridge 

 

19  
 

20  
 

21 
 

22 
 

 

23  
 

24  
7pm Christmas Eve 
Service 

 
 

25 
10:30am Service 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 31 
 
 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

The Church Needs… 
• New wooden or granite benches in our Garden. 

• Donations towards our Pew Cushion Reupholstering Fund. 
If you’re able to help with any of the above requests please contact the minister: minister@firstchurchinsalem.org.  

Thank you! 

[Around the Parish continued] 

presentation, for “luxuries” like indoor plumbing, basic roads, electricity, modern medicine, etc.  We take so much for granted here 
in North America.   

Cue sounds of trumpets!  We have a “new” copy machine.  Thanks to the quick thinking and industrious efforts of our Treasurer, 
Deacon Bill Henning, we heard about a really good used copy machine that needed a new ‘home.”  After some negotiations about 
the contract (once again, thank you Bill), our new copy machine and was delivered and placed immediately into service.  It copies, 
sorts, staples, even folds (!) better than anything in our 387 year history.  This congregation progresses through the regular and 
diverse contributions of many of us.  Copy that! 

Ever wonder who launders the table cloths after a busy Fellowship Hour?  It falls to a group of volunteers, and quite often Joan and 
Richard Hannah and a few others.  Thank you Joan!  If anyone is willing and interested in running a “table cloth” load in their laun-
dry for us, call the Office or speak with Billy McCarthy, our Sexton.  Cleanliness is next to Godliness! 

Liv and David Radue are moving.  They found a house in Fitchburg, MA that is much larger and better for their family.  While they 
will still be around this December, we will be seeing less and less of them come January.  We are sad to see them go and wish 
David, Liv, Avonlea Jane, William and Sylvia all the best in 2017.   

Note: The Radues will be hosting a Story Telling Slam here on Friday, December 16.  Join us if you can.   
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From Religious Education  
December is here! For Religious Education at First 
Church this means our annual Christmas Sunday 
events.  For our children, Christmas Sunday is a 
day that makes childhood memories - it is the day 
we celebrate our annual Christmas Pageant and 
Family Christmas Party.  
 

For our new families who have not yet experi-
enced a Christmas Pageant First Church style I will 
explain a bit; Every year on the last Sunday before 
Christmas the children act out the traditional 
Christmas pageant during the church service - with 
a First Church twist! Our talented Max Burbank rewrites the script each year. He tailors each part in the pageant to the 
child who is playing the role that year. The result is a pageant that is sweet, funny, touching, and always a beautiful and 
memorable event.  So whether you have seen our First Church pageant a dozen times or if this will be your first, don’t 
miss our children on December 18th as they present this year’s annual Christmas Pageant! 
 

Following Fellowship the children and youth gather in the Cleveland Room. Valentina reads The Night Before Christmas 
and we sing fun Christmas carols until our very special guest from the North Pole arrives! Every child gets to visit Santa 
and receives a small gift. Pizza and community provided desserts are shared together.  
 

Our theme for December is Random Acts of Kindness.  This theme is an extension of our “First Church Heroes” theme, 
but now with the children taking up the mantle of the mantle of the “Hero”. Having explored some of the ways our 
First Church ancestors lived out their Unitarian and Universalist values through service to the community, we now take 
our place as modern UUs by spreading love and goodwill through our community.  
 

Each family received a special Random Acts of Kindness calendar on the first Sunday of Advent. Every day of Advent has 
a suggested act of kindness for spreading love and goodwill. Please feel free to invent your own Random act of Kind-
ness too. We will have a bulletin board to share our acts 
and to inspire us all to more kindness.  
  

What better way to celebrate Advent’s themes of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love than by making a conscious effort to 
practice more kindness every day.  
 

Love and Joy to you and your family this Christmas season, 
Deb DiGiulio 

Love and kindness are never 
wasted. They always make a  
difference. They bless the one who 
receives them, and they bless you, 
the giver.  

Barbara De Angelis 

RE in December 
Sun 12/4: Mentor Sunday! Pageant rehearsal, 12:10  
Sun 12/11: COA meets;  Pageant rehearsal 12:10 
Sat 12/17: Pageant dress rehearsal 9:00am. 
Sun 12/18: Pageant and Family Christmas Party, Par-
ticipants arrive 8:30. 

Conversation Circles begin “Rolling” and Conversing in December 
On Sunday, December 4, we will be rolling out a new initiative here at the First Church: Conversation Circles. The idea 
here is to provide small group discussion opportunities, held for 15 minutes or so after church during Fellowship Hour 
(or at some other scheduled time). Each Circle would be hosted by a Circle Leader, whose job would be to invite folks 
into the conversation and let people express their fears, hopes, ideas and resolve. 
 
Many of us suspect that we are about to live during a highly unusual set of political circumstances, perhaps even un-
precedented in our nation’s history, (at least recent history).  Churches like ours, with capable, free-thinking and in-
formed people in our midst, become more relevant at a time like this, not less.   
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From Stewardship Committee 
Stewardship: the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care. 
The Stewardship Committee of First Church embraces this definition of “stewardship,” especially during the upcoming 
holiday season. 
 

Our responsibilities as stewards include not only the important job of raising money for the programs and day to day 
operations of First church, but also the fostering of community and stewardship among our members and friends. 
 

We urge you to discover how you can help create a more vibrant and caring atmosphere in our community during the 
coming holidays (and throughout the new year). Reach out to someone at church that you don’t know; volunteer at 
Lifebridge; or donate to a local food bank. 
 

This is also a good time to examine your financial contributions to First Church and see how you might further support 
our wonderful community through additional year-end gifts. Remember that any gifts to non-profit organizations 
through December 31 are deductible on your 2016 tax returns. 
 

And, it’s never too late to return your pledge card for Fiscal Year 2017. Letting us know your giving plans helps the 
church to more effectively manage income and expenses throughout the fiscal year. See any stewardship committee 
member below for help with your pledge. 
 

Regardless of how you support First Church, thank you for all that you do! Your contributions of time, talent and gifts 
help improve the lives of our members, friends, and neighbors during the holiday season and beyond.  
 

Sincerely, 
Marlene Warner, co-chair, Tommy Leon, co-chair 
Jacob Barz-Snell, Alicia Diozzi, Bill Henning, Russell Lane, Lloyd Woodcock 

FIRST CHURCH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Wed, Dec 7 6pm Potluck Gathering with the Radues 
 

Sat, Dec 10 9:00a - 11:30a Decorating of the Church  
 9:00a Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sun, Dec 11 Following the Service: 
 the Special Meeting of the Society to Welcome New Members 
 Pageant Rehearsal 
 

Wed, Dec 14 7:30p Minister's Yuletide Gathering for Tea, Stew and Carols 
 

Fri, Dec 16 7:00p Story Slam 
 

Sat, Dec 17 9am Choir Rehearsal 
 9am  Pageant Dress Rehearsal 
 

Sun, Dec 18 8:30a Pageant Call 
 9:00a Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30a Christmas Sunday Service 
 11:30a Community Fellowship Hour 
 12:00p Family Holiday Party begins with large red-suited guest 
 

Sat, Dec 24 5:00p Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 p Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
 

Sun, Dec 25 10:30a Christmas Day Service with special Yuletide Music and Stories 
 

Sun, Jan 1 10:30a New Year’s Day service and Janus Ritual 
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Standing Committee 

So, what is your Standing Committee up to these days?  For that matter, what IS your standing committee? Having 
been involved with First Church for more than a decade, I still get this stuff confused. 
 

Standing Committee is the board of directors. We act as a resource and guiding sounding board for Jeff and have re-
sponsibility for the annual budget. We make sure all the volunteer committees throughout the church can do what 
they set out to do. And we ensure that Jeff and the Church staff have the resources they need to do their jobs. 
 

This place is pretty active with a hive of motivated and well-intentioned volunteers (have you had a look at our long list 
of committees?) So, our meeting agendas are usually pretty packed as we figure out where and how to prioritize the 
resources we have. 
 

The committee meets once a month with a couple months off during the summer. And a new activity we hope to make 
into an annual tradition: this past August we went to Star Island, NH (look it up!) for a 2-day retreat to evaluate and 
cogitate on all things First Church. See the photo of us cogitating really hard! 
 

Our current major priorities that stem from this wonderful outing include: 
• Figuring out how to take the next steps with the Church master plan by completing Willson Hall; 

• Establishing a Life of the Mind committee charged with development of events that cater to our adult learners (all 

of us). 
• Evaluating how our Church operations can grow to meet the increasing demands of our growing congregation. 
 

We consider things that will make the Church a welcoming place and how to bring more people of all stripes to our 
Church.  With our Church’s approach to community engagement and our embrace of the idea that all people have 
value, we are challenged by the divisiveness our country’s political process has clearly identified. How our Church ad-
dresses these issues gets a fair amount of discussion at our meetings as well. All in all, we find a lot of comradery in our 
meetings and a heck of a lot of thoughtfulness applied to everyone’s ideas and suggestions. 
 

We also talk about mind blowing things like plowing services and how to afford paying for it. 
 

We are fortunate to have a well-meaning, engaged and talented group keeping our operation going. Every year, 3 
Church members rotate off the Standing Committee and 3 new members join for a 3-year term. 
 

Perhaps that’s something for you to cogitate about. A diversity of perspectives is extremely helpful to an institution like 
ours. 
 

One other important note, Liv Radue has resigned from Standing Committee a few months early for her 3-year term 
due to an upcoming move. We so appreciate her direct and thoughtful evaluation of and contribution to our Church 
business, all provided with her personal brand of humor that kept us smiling. We need more leaders like Liv. 
 

Respectfully submitted by  
Ben Waxman Vice Chair of the Standing Commit-
tee on behalf of the SC “Shoalers” Mary Collari,  
Claire Donaldson, David Helen, Eric Kenney, Rich-
ard L’Heureux, Liv Radue, Patti Roka, and Marlene 
Warner. 
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Views from the Garden 
Recently the Garden Committee, in preparation for the Committee Fair, asked ourselves an interesting question:  Why 

do we enjoy what we do as a group so much?  We came up with some recurring themes, and now we share them with 

you, too.  Apologies for not attributing individual quotes in the interest of space.    
 

Each of us came to this work because we love the plants, the dirt, our church, and our community. And to our pleasure, 

we have found it an incredibly fun, joyful, laugh-filled volunteer experience.  We’re hands on - very few meetings 

where we just talk.  For us it’s all about the doing.  We have shared the adventures of foraging for plant materials and 

making a 5:00 am trip the day after Christmas for the Boston floral supply sale.  (We were back before our families 

were awake.)   
 

There is satisfaction in working with others to achieve highly visible results. Everyone puts into the garden the time and 

energy he or she can, with no guilt for not participating in a particular task or event.  Furthermore, we share some core 

values, especially around beauty, conservation, sustainability, and creating a welcoming space.   
 

We allow ourselves to be innovative and creative, to make mistakes, to learn from one another, and to learn together.  

We don’t always get it right, but we support one another, and we appreciate our strengths and accomplishments.  It’s 

fun to look back on our emails and see the things we’ve gotten excited about, and how the enthusiasm is contagious.  

We all seem to enjoy being challenged and appreciated by our peers.   
 

We take real pride in our ability to work within a limited budget and find creative solutions, such as foraging.  Our 

“Altar to Garden” efforts are part of our focus on budget and sustainability, and the congregation has responded in a 

gratifying way.  This year, the garden has been enriched by altar gifts from Genevieve Gilson and Eric Bauer in honor of 

their son Caspian’s dedication, Tommy Leon and Don Glover, the Eschauziers, and Lynn Taggart and Russell Lane.   
 

On Saturday, November 13, we had another satisfying work, snack, and cheer-filled morning with the following volun-

teers, to whom we are so very grateful: 
 

 Mary Collari  Susan Engelke  Jan Eschauzier 

 Mike Giauque  Carol Hedstrom  Joanne Jonsson  

 Brenda Marean  Paul Marquis  John Ninneman 

 Jeanne Petta  Hobby Sides  Mark Stevens   

 Lynn Taggart   Clementine Tyler-Lewis Kelly Tyler-Lewis 
 

That, in a large nutshell, explains why we love our committee.  There are a few new people interested, and we have no 

doubt they will make our work even more enjoyable.  If you think you could use a little group garden therapy, too, let 

us know.  This experience grows the more it is shared.   
 

And so winter approaches.  Our last bit of news is that although the curved beds in front of the Meeting House will look 

barren over the winter, through the graces and labor of Mike Giauque and Mark Stevens (and Mark’s monster roto-

tiller) the two beds are on their way to being ready to plant in the spring.  We ask your patience until then.  Not only is 

winter the season of darkness, it is the season of waiting.  And while we wait, we also plan, we budget, and we dream 

our visions for our church garden. 
 

 

Your Garden Committee Co-chairs,  

Jan Eschauzier, Mary Collari, and Lynn Taggart  
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Family Promise  
In November First Church hosted Family Promise again. This would not have been possible without an incredible bunch 
of volunteers, from dedicated persons who were there from the start, to friends of the church who jumped in as they 
could. I want to give a heartfelt thanks to all of you, whether you slept over nine times in three hostings or provided 
one side dish. All of these roles are important in helping to welcome our guests, in nurturing them both physically and 
emotionally, spiritually. Your contributions are so deeply appreciated. 
 
Holly Chase, Sally Millice, Genevieve Gilson, Stephanie Diozzi, Alicia Diozzi-Mascolo and Mike Diozzi-Mascolo, Mary 
Krigbaum, Victor Young, Brenda Marean, Beth Melillo, Mike Giaque, Christine Weiss, Matt Kane, Lynn Taggart, Russell 
Lane, Duncan Cox, Ken Golden, Jeff Barz-Snell, Cheri Marquart, Jeannine Helen, Emily Kane, Steven Sawtell, Chris Finn, 
Erica Klagg, Nicole McLaughlin and crew, Stacia Woodcock, Joy Snell, Jean Hamburg 
 
Thank you from Family Promise co-coordinators, Jess Kane and Hannah Diozzi 

Fall Garden Clean Up 
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Henny Penny  
November was a fun-filled month with filed trips to the Salem Pub-
lic Library and the Salem Council on Aging. At the library the chil-
dren played "Mouse in the House", listened to fun stories, and did a 
bit of singing and dancing!  The seniors at the Council on Aging en-
joyed a performance from the  Henny Penny singers, listened to a 
story with the children, assisted with a craft, and enjoyed 
snack!  The seniors enjoyed the time together so much they have 
invited us back to the Council on Aging December 2nd. 
 

The Henny Penny families recently enjoyed a fun "parade" of tur-
keys at our Second Annual Turkeys on Parade event.  Turkey pup-
pets were created 
and banners painted 

for our annual jaunt around the First Church garden.  Families and 
friends cheered the children along as they did their best to remain in 
parade formation (a bit of a challenge on of the days!).   
 

Our annual Songfest is scheduled for Friday December 16th.  The past 2 
years have been so well attended we will sing the holiday songs down in 
Wilson Hall so all family members can see the children.  As usual, once 
the children finish their performance Santa will arrive to distribute a 
stocking to each child.  
 

Our intern Sharlette Tate will implement her planned week December 
12th.  Sharlette is finishing up her Associates Degree in Early Childhood 
Education at North Shore Community College.  Interns choose a focus 
book to anchor their learning experiences for the planned week, and Sharlette has chosen Giraffes Can't 
Dance.  Throughout the semester Sharlette has been planning and implementing learning activities for the children, 
then reflecting on the real experiences versus the intentions put forth in her plans.  We are excited to see Sharlette use 
her reflections to help her provide an amazing week of learning!  We will miss her in January!!! 
 

Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, and Stacey Dupuis 

New Member Bio 
JON STREFF has lived in Salem in 2002.  He grew up in 
Acton and Littleton, Massachusetts as a Roman Catho-
lic.  He attended Gettysburg College where he met his 
future wife, Marlene Warner and majored in History 
and African American studies.  He then moved to Phila-
delphia to pursue a Masters degree in American social 
and cultural history.  After a brief time in Virginia, 
Marlene and Jon moved to Massachusetts.  Jon has 
worked as Museum Teacher at the Tsongas Industrial 
History Center in Lowell and has been teaching at Med-
ford High School and working at the John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy National Historical Site, since 2002.  In addi-
tion to spending time with his children Owen, Cormac, 
and Brigid, Jon participates in Civil War Living History 
and enjoys playing 1864 rules base ball in Newbury. 

Pancake Breakfast Thank you 
We had a large turnout for our Pancake Breakfast on 
the first Sunday in November.  We would like to thank 
the following people who volunteered to set up, cook 
and clean up.  This many pancakes and that many 
happy people would not have happened without you. 
 
Mary Collari, Julia Channing, Stephanie Diozzi, Brenda 
Marean, The Fritz Family, Jeanne Petta, Suzzanne Riley, 
Bob Soucy, Patti Roka, Jeff Brandt, Luce Brandt, Mike 
Mascolo, Alicia Diozzi, Billy McCarthy, Lloyd & Stacia 
Woodcock  
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Blue Danube Donation 
The First Church would like to thank Cynthia Michaels for her 
donation of "Blue Danube" cups and saucers this summer. 
Ms. Michaels is not a member but attended one of our Islam 
and America programs earlier this year and noticed our coffee 
cups.  A former antiques dealer, she immediately realized 
that she had a box of "our" coffee cups in storage and offered 
to donate all 11 of them to the church.  The cups we use 
every Sunday are not cheap (and are increasingly hard to 
find!) so we are always glad to accept new donations. 
 

Here's to fair trade coffee and tea and the generosity of visitors! 

The Stocking Project is back! 

During December members of the church will once 
again team up with the Salem YMCA to help provide 
presents and clothes for 15 local families that are 
having a hard time.  People can team up or "adopt" a 
family (with one or two kids) on their own.  For more 
information, call the Church Office, or speak with Jim 
Ognibene of Social Outreach Committee.  And look 
for the Stockings on display in the Cleveland Room. 

Recycle Your Used Batteries! 
On a trial basis, The First Church is providing a way to 
recycle used household batteries, such as from flash-
lights, TV remotes, smoke alarms, electric razors, cord-
less drills, toothbrushes, etc.  This does not include 
automobile or other large batteries.  In the elevator 
entry way, there is a bucket labeled “Used Batteries” 
with the instructions “Cover both ends with black elec-
trical tape.”  Strips of the tape are on the cover of the 
bucket; if all have been used, tear strips from the roll of 
tape attached to the bucket.  If you have any questions, 
call Steve Sawtell, 617-240-9389. 

Chase the Chill 
Bring in winter items for this year's Scarf, Mitten, and 
Hat Drive! Items can be left in the hallway behind the 
Cleveland Room.  

First Church Story Slam:  
At Year's End: Airing Grievances & Sharing Hope  
Friday, December 16 at 7pm-9:30pm 
 
All church adults and teens are invited to our fi-
nal story slam of 2016. Childcare will be available. Sto-
rytelling is entirely optional, so feel free to come just to 
listen. We will also have a potluck of snacks, desserts, 
and adult beverages. Stories will kick off promptly at 
7:30. Come share in a moving evening of sadness and 
satisfaction, regret and joy. 

 

Meeting to Welcome New Members  
Sun, Dec 11 
There will be a Special Meeting of the Society to Wel-
come New Members, immediately following the ser-
vice, to be followed by Fellowship Hour. 
 

Sunday, December 11 is the third Sunday in Advent, 
whose theme is Joy.  Everyone is invited to wear some-
thing pink and/or festive in celebration.  Any ugly 
Christmas sweaters out there? 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team  
Next Dinners: Sun, Dec 18 at 4:45pm 
The Lifebridge teams of the First Church serve dinners at 56 Margin 
Street on the third Sunday and the fourth Saturday of every month 
There are THREE ways you can sign up to help; the easiest is to just use the sign-up sheet in the Barnard 
Room. Alternatively, you can always join our Facebook page, or send an email to Alan Hanscom 
(alanh1954@gmail.com) to be put on the email list. 
 

Thank you to our volunteers for November: Gabe Roses, Alan Hanscom, Amy Prodanas, Richard L'Heureux, 
Iana Plum and Zach, John Ninneman and Layna, Jordan Balbresky, Holly Chase, Peter Copelas (shopper), Paul 
Marquis, Suzanne Riley, Amanda Roeder, Crystal, Rebecca, and Samantha Truong, and Stacia Woodcock 
 

Meeting House Flowers 
Each Sunday we provide fresh flowers on the altar table in the Meeting House. Members and friends can sign 
up to either provide or have flowers ordered in honor of or memory of an event or loved one. Sign ups are 
available on the Barnard Room table. The Garden Committee’s “Altar to Garden” program will be on hiatus 
until March. However, they can do an elegant arrangement of a single blooming 
stem with greenery, and then the money saved will be gratefully put to excellent 
use in the garden budget.  All options are $45 and checks can be made payable to 
First Church.  
 
Thank you to Stephanie Diozzi, Brenda Marean and Sally Millice for the flowers dur-
ing the month of November.  

Fellowship Committee 
Thank you to our November Fellowship hosts; Alan Hanscom, The Hains family, The 
Radue Family, Jeannine and David Helen, Iana Plum, Elizabeth Janisch and Jacque-
lyn Rae.  What an amazing Thanksgiving Fellowship, so many traditional 
treats!  Thank you to everyone who brought something to share. Elizabeth and Jac-
quelyn celebrated the baptism/dedication of Elizabeth's son Skylar by hosting both 
the adult and children's table.   Thank you for sharing this family celebration with 
us.   
 

Our next Community Fellowship will be December 18th after the Christmas Pageant and before the Christ-
mas Party!!  Tis the season for so many wonderful holiday traditions and what better time to share the a 
tasty treat! 
 

Merry Christmas! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Christmas Flower & Decoration Orders 

This year we have three opportunities regarding flowers and decorations.  
  

The first is the chance to purchase a poinsettia or cyclamen. The second is sponsoring a wreath. Additionally, you can help cre-
ate a holiday welcome at the church steps by sponsoring a winter arrangement for one of the six planters. Any of these can be 
done in memory or honor of a loved one or to commemorate a special event. You also have the opportunity to make a contri-
bution to the General Christmas Decoration Fund in honor of family or friends. All details are below.  
  

All orders are due no later than Sunday, December 4. Please fill out the form below and drop it in the envelope outside the 
church office door.  

Poinsettias:  
Quantity: ______ X $12 each  = TOTAL: $________  
Given by:_____________________________________  
  

Special wording to be included in the Order of Service:  
   
   
  
  

   
   
  
  
  

Wreaths - 16”: 
Quantity: ______ X $8 each  = TOTAL: $________  
Given by:_____________________________________  
  

Special wording to be included in the Order of Service:  
   
   
  
  

   
   
 Cyclamen:  
Quantity: ______ X $7 each  = TOTAL: $________  
Given by:_____________________________________  
  

Special wording to be included in the Order of Service:  
   
   
  
  

   


