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We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land; 
But it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand: 
He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 

 
One of my all time favorite theatrical songs comes from the musical, Godspell.  (But of 
course.)  All Good Gifts is a rousing number sung midway through the show in response to 
Jesus’ preaching the Sermon on the Mount.  Truth be told I did not realize this was a re-write 
of an old English hymn when I first heard it.  The original hymn is often sung this time of year 
after the fall harvest.  To this day it is one of the most popular songs in English churches. 
 
All Good Gifts is actually a translation of an even older German hymn probably first written 
down in the 1750’s.  The original Teutonic version had 16 different verses, (this was before 
cable and Netflix, mind you), and was probably based on a country folk song that peasant 
farmers would sing as they were bringing in the harvest.  Amidst the hard work of gathering 
food and supplies as the days grew shorter and colder, there was this profound realization 
that our lives are supported by forces and powers far outside of our control.  The traditional 
term for this is blessing, and such an awareness conjured up two essential feelings in the life 
of the spirit: humility and gratitude. 
 
These days the term blessing in some circles can sound antiquated and uninformed.  Certainly 
we understand that rain is a complex function of the hydrologic cycle and grains grow as a 
result of adequate solar radiation and proper soil nutrients.  God has nothing to do with it.  
There can be a temptation to dissect wonder and awe with our technical understanding and 
abilities.  And yet, we are, all of us, to this day, still dependent on forces and dynamics and 
processes well outside of our control.  And many of us here in North America are certainly 
fortunate indeed to live where we do with so many opportunities and freedoms.   We have so 
much we often take for granted and we have so very much to be grateful for. 
 
Perhaps that is why this hymn has remained popular for centuries.  We human beings are very 
clever but often forgetful.  Over time, we can become inured to the goodness, fortune, luck – 
and blessings – we enjoy in our lives. The Rev. Forrester Church once observed that “Life is a 
gift, not a given.”  Songs like this one remind us of this deep truth indeed. 
 
We have a very active month of November planned, full of candles, lectures, pancakes and 
food drives.  I wish you a happy Thanksgiving, and few quiet moments to count your blessings.   
See you in church, 
 
 

All good gifts around us 
Are sent from heaven above, 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
For all His love.  (Jane Campbell, 1861) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUN, NOV 1 AT 
2AM: 

TURN YOUR 
CLOCKS BACK  
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November Schedule of Events 
 

Sun, November 1 *Daylight Savings 
All Souls Day and Candlelight Service 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Candlelight Service with Choir and  
a Special Presentation of Gifts from members of 
the First Universalist Society of Salem 
12pm First Sunday Big Ideas: Ted Talk 
 

Sun, November 8 
9am Second Sunday Yoga  
10:30am Service 
 

Tue, November 10 
12:00pm Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Wed, November 11 
7:15pm Standing Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, November 12 
7pm Lecture & Book Signing with Hale Bradt 
 

Sat, November 14 
9am Garden Clean Up 
2pm The Bridge at 211 Open House 
 

Sun, November 15 
10:30am Choir Service  
11:30am New Member Orientation 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Wed, November 18 
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, November 21 
9am Salem Pantry Distribution 
 

Sun, November 22: Thanksgiving Sunday 
Canned Food and Product Drive 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Choir Service 
11:30am Welcome Committee Meeting 
 

Thu, November 26: Thanksgiving 
 

Sat, November 28 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner 
 

Sun, November 29 
10:30am Service 
11:30am New Member Orientation 
Decorate the Church 

Around the Parish 

Congratulations to Jessica Sedgewick and Nathan Chio 
upon the birth of their first child: Ada Simone Chio was 
born at 10:45 am on October 7th. She was 7 lbs 14 ozs.  
Ada is doing great and her parents are apparently getting 
used to sleeping in increments… 
 

Jan Eschauzier lost her mother in early October.  Her par-
ents had been married for 68 years!  Our thoughts are 
with Jan, her father and their family. 
 

Lynn Taggart and Russell Lane visited friends out in Utah 
in October and hiked through Bryce Canyon National 
Park, sending back some glorious photos. 
 

Prof Benjamin Ray, Professor History at the University of 
Virginia was in Salem last month and gave a fascinating 
talk here about the Witch Trials to a group of church 
members and folks from the community.  The following 
week, Prof. Emerson "Tad" Baker gave a great talk about 
the religious and political factors in the years prior to the 
Hysteria that no doubt contributed to tragic events of 
1692.  Both Professors Ray and Baker spent time after 
their talks and signed copies of their respective books on 
the topic. 
 

Marlene Warner recently was presented with a “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” from the Connecticut Council on 
Problem Gambling (CCPG).  Marlene currently serves as 
the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council on 
Compulsive Gambling, an outreach and advocacy organi-
zation that works with thousands of people each year. 
www.masscompulsivegambling.org 
 

The First Church was well 
represented at the 2nd An-
nual Walk for Family Promise 
on Saturday, October 17.  
Jessica Kane, Jeff Barz-Snell, 
Leah Barz-Snell and Peter 
and Jan Eschauzier all partici-
pated in the morning walk 
around downtown Beverly, 
raising money for Family Promise of the North Shore.  The 
First Church is about to become the 12th host congrega-
tion when we welcome 3-4 homeless families here at the 
end of December for one week.  See the article for more 
details. 
 

Church friend Nelson Dionne recently received a Merit 
Award from the Essex National Heritage Area Trust.  Nel-
son has been a collector of local postcards and assorted 
ephemora for 50 years.  His collection became so large 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

*Daylight Savings 
1 All Souls Day Service  

9:00am Choir Rehearsal  
10:30am Choir  
12pm First Sunday Big Ideas 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4  5  
7pm Music & 
Worship Cmt 

6   
 

7  
 
 

8  
9:00am Second Sunday Yoga 
10:30am Service 

9  
 

10  
12pm Lunch with 
Pastor 
 

11 
7:15pm Standing 
Cmte Meeting 

12 
7 pm Hall 
Bradt talk 

13  
 

14 
9am Garden Clean Up 
2pm Open House: The 
Bridge at 211  

15  
10:30am Choir Service  
11:30am New Member  
Orientation 
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner  

16 
 

17 
 

18 
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 

19  
 

20  
 

21 
9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 

22 Thanksgiving Sunday 

Canned Food Drive 

9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service  
 

23  
 

24  
 
 

25  26 
 

27 
 

28 
4:45pm Lifebridge 

29 
10:30am Service  
Decorate the Church 

30  
 

Dec. 1 Dec. 2 
Decorate the 
Church 

Dec. 3 Dec. 4 
Christmas in Salem 

Dec. 5 
Christmas in Salem 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 5  

Religious Education Calendar 
Nov 1 OWL at First Church Salem, 4 -5:30pm 

Nov 6 OWL at First Church Salem6:30 to 8 PM 

Nov 7 Middle School Youth Con, First Parish of Malden 

Nov 14 High School Youth Con, UU Church of Haverhill  

Nov 15 Youth Group 

Nov 21, All Day OWL, UU church of Greater Lynn.  

Nov 22, pageant casting- after Fellowship 

Nov 29 Pageant rehearsal 12:15  

Choir Sundays & Rehearsals  
Sun, Nov 1, 9:00am 

Sun, Nov 22 9:00am 

Sun, December 6, 9:00am 

Sat, December 12, 10:00am 

POTENTIAL: Sat, Dec 19, 10:00 am 

Sun, December 20, 9:00am 

Thursday, December 24, 6:00pm (Christmas Eve) 

and so impressive that it has found a permanent home 
in the Archives of the Salem State University Library. 
 

The First Church hosted yet 
another entertaining and suc-
cessful Family Fun Night.  Our 
Annual Halloween Party was a 
very good time with some 
excellent costumes being 
sported by the young and 
young-at-heart.  Special 
thanks to Deb DiGuilio, Bob 
Soucy and Valentina Burbank 
for decorating Willson Hall 
and making this terrific event happen. 
 

Bakers Gratitude: The First Church would like to thank 
Hannah Diozzi, Tiffany Magnolia, and Iana Plum all of 
whom baked bread for our service and fellowship hour 
on Sunday, October 4 in honor of World Communion 
Sunday.  It is so nice to use bread that came from the 
hands and hearths of our community. 
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A View from the Garden 
The Garden Committee would like to send a huge thank you to all those 

who were able to help with bulb planting on Saturday, October 17. What a 

great turnout. We had a perfect fall day, crazy Salem excitement, apple 

cider, donuts, candy and apples to sustain us and many capable hands to 

not only plant all 650 of our daffodils (no easy task), but to also get a few 

other garden projects completed. We will all be able to reap the rewards of 

this day come springtime next year and for years to come.  

 

A warm thank you to Mike Giauque, Paul Marquis, Doreen Beauregard, 

Emma Roland, Julia Channing, Iris Weaver, Ben Hedstrom, Jason Hedstrom, 

Carol Hedstrom, Genevieve Gilson, Peter Eschauzier, Crystal Truong, 

Samantha Truong, Rebecca Truong, Hannah Diozzi, Brenda Marean, Jeanne 

Petta, and Steve Sawtell. 

 

Please mark your calendars for our fall yard clean-up date of Saturday 

November 14th from 9-noon.  All are welcome and refreshments will be 

provided.  We will be pruning, raking and putting the garden to bed for the 

winter. Please bring your own work gloves, rakes, pruners and yard waste 

bags if you have them.  

 

Grateful for the garden and our community, 

Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart Co-Chairs of the Garden Committee  
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From Religious Education  
Welcome November! Our Religious Education program has been very engaged this past month exploring 
some new themes. We have taken a look at the history and meaning behind the UU Chalice symbol. In class 
we learned about the history of fire and of the chalice as sacred symbols. We learned how the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Service Committee designed the flaming chalice during WW11 so that people from diverse back-
grounds could recognize the symbol and know that here was a place help would be offered to all, no matter 
religion, ethnicity or race.  
 

Students in grades 2-8 made a chalice lighting booklet, a chalice cloth, and a special family chalice to bring 
home. We concluded the chalice study with a special family chalice lighting led by Reverend Jeff.  
We have begun on our very first Trash curriculum.  Grades 2-8 are learning about the 6 R’s of Green Living 
from the greensalem.org web site. (Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Recycle, Rethink). We had a great time 
collecting trash in our Halloween costumes and made some trash art!  Still in the works is making special re-
usable bags out of old tee shirts to reduce plastic bag consumption. So send in your old tee shirts, size kids 
large to women’s medium work best, as do fun designs and logos.  Thanks to Social Justice Committee for 
collaborating on this unit. 
 

First Steps class has explored the inside and outside of our First Church building and also learned about the 
UU chalice symbol. They heard stories about our chalice and made play dough chalices and chalice necklaces.  
Our High School youth have been discussing important topics in current events with Max Burbank. Black Lives 
Matter and gun control have been among these topics. I also hear wonderful snacks have been enjoyed!!  
Our annual Halloween Party was a blast! We had some truly excellent costumes and even a visit from Elvis. 
Thanks to Bob Soucy, Bob Allen, Valentina and Max Burbank, Raylene Deering, Claire Donaldson, Chris Finn, 
Leah Fortin, Cordie and Jane for all their help.  
 

In November, among other things, we will explore the idea of Lift Ups instead of Put Downs just in time for 
Thanksgiving. We will begin working on our annual Christmas Pageant too.  
 

Happy November Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

From Stewardship 
Off to a Rousing Start! 
 

Fiscal Year 2016 is starting off with a bang at First Church in Salem, Unitarian Universalist. First Quarter giving has 
brought in 19% of our FY2016 member giving goal. The good news is that this percentage is on track with previous 
years. The great news is that we are on track even though we increased our budgeted member giving goal by 
$10,000 over last year. 
 

Would you like to know what your gifts support? One area that benefits greatly from member giving is the Reli-
gious Education (RE) program. Support for RE accounts for slightly over 10% of the total operating budget of First 
Church. With 76 children and youth participating, it costs approximately $563 per child to attend RE programs. 
 

Deb DiGuilio, Valentina Burbank, and our dedicated teachers are committed to the ongoing education of our chil-
dren and youth, and could not design the very successful programs that they lead without your generous gifts. 
 

Thank you for your support of First Church and its programs, and keep the momentum going as we move into Q2. 
 

Marlene Warner & Tommy Leon, Co-chairs,  
Alicia Diozzi, Peter Eschauzier, Bill Henning, Russell Lane, & Lloyd Woodcock, Members 
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Henny Penny  
October at Henny Penny was filled with pumpkins, bats, and ghosts, oh my!  We learned about pumpkins 
from seed to fruit, and that pumpkins are fruits!  We explored the changing foliage around us and were in-
spired to create our own version of fall foliage on our hallway bulletin boards.  We used liquid watercolors on 
leaf-shaped diffusing paper, created tree collages with felt pieces, and painted the backside of leaves white 
then pressed them on black paper to create amazing leaves!  Please wander around upstairs to see the beau-
tiful colors! 
 
The end of October brings the end of Krissy Whittemore’s time at Henny Penny.  Krissy was our long-term 
substitute teacher while Barbara Hermann travelled to Guam.  If you are a swimmer and a member of the 
Salem Y, you might know Krissy from the Aquatics Department.  We are so blessed she was able to work Bar-
bara’s entire leave of absence, providing Henny Penny students with consistency in the classroom.  We are 
going to miss her! 
 
Of course the departure of Krissy means the return of Barbara Hermann.  Barbara has been in Guam since 
the first day of school visiting her daughter Kim and her new granddaughter MacKenzie!  We are excited to 
have Barbara back in the fold with our Henny Penny crew.  While Barbara was away the children would often 
use “Mrs. Hermann’s dance moves” during our music and movement times.  Welcome back, Barbara! 
 
Henny Penny is at it again!  We are offering some after-
noon sessions in November and December.  Preschool 
Drama Sessions will take place on Mondays and Wednes-
days.  Current Henny Penny families can have their child 
stay for lunch and then take part in the program from 1pm 
– 2:15pm.  This program is also open to 3 – 5 year olds in 
the community.  The fee for November is $50 and the De-
cember fee is $60.  Children will be introduced to the joys 
of theater! This program is a basic introduction to the 
theater and simple theater terminology. Using a series of 
developmentally appropriate theater games they will learn 
about mirroring, rhythm, energy, reaction, teamwork, and 
(of course) pretending! We are excited to launch these 
new afternoon explorations! 
 
Finally, now that it’s November we are looking ahead to 
September 2016!  Henny Penny will be hosting several 
Open House events in the next few months to give families 
opportunity to visit our program and space and potentially 
enroll their child for the 2015-16 school year.  Don’t for-
get…..First Church Members receive a 10% tuition dis-
count. 
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From the Music Director 
As I write this, I am in the throes (right word I think) of 
putting together the music program for this coming week-
end. The first part is pretty conventional: a choir rehearsal 
in preparation for our November choir services, which 
include a big one, Thanksgiving Sunday on November 
22nd. The second part, and my usual trepidation for this 
time of the year is, of course, Halloween Sunday which 
happens at First Church in 4 days. Don’t get me wrong, as I 
firmly believe that October is a fabulous time of the year 
for Salem and, literally, thousands and thousands of peo-
ple look forward to it every year. One simply has to get 
over the minor inconveniences of allowing an hour or 
more to get anywhere in a ten mile radius of Salem, the 
total confusion of pedestrians versus drivers, etc., etc. But, 
having said that, what a lot of fun so many of the happen-
ings can be and usually are, especially Halloween Sunday 
at First Church with our excited children parading around, 
or rather, is it Spiderman, Batman, the Wicked Witch of 
the East, or maybe even somebody nice like Snow White 
or the Good Witch? And so, I worry that the standard of 
First Church music will reach the needed criteria of eerie, 
frightening, crazy and, yes, even wild for these fantastic 
events. So, I guess you’ll just have to be there to see that 
it all happens as it should and that, once again, Halloween 
in Salem and at First Church will be worthy of Haunted 
Happenings. 
 
As time flies this time of the year with changing weather 
and the anticipation of one big holiday after the other, 
one event is over in the wink of an eye and then the antici-
pation grows for the next big holiday. So it is that we no 
sooner usher out Thanksgiving (and even before) that the 
trees are up, the twinkling lights go from orange to green 
and red and we’re running toward Christmas. For musi-
cians, the slight difficulty is that we need to start singing 
and learning carols way sooner than we should so that we 
can be great (we hope) when the time comes. And so, the 
evolution of time continues.  
 
Through all of this, many of us still have the hope that 
what really counts in all of this hoopla are the real values 
of our human existences and happenings, such as thinking 
kindly of others and working really hard to be good and 
generous people in what seems today like such an elusive 
task for so many. Let us hope, as we approach a new year 
once again that this world will find a way to co-exist 
peacefully and do away with the elements of hatred and 
destruction. 
 
Pax and see you in church, 
Paul Madore 

Talk and Book Signing: 
Featuring local resident and author  
Hale Bradt 
Thu, November 12, 7:00 pm 
 
Wilber’s War: An American Family’s Journey 
through World War II 

 
Retired Physics professor and local author Hale 
Bradt will be speaking about the book he published 
about his family's experience "and journey" 
through World War II.  Wilber's War, chronicles the 
story of two ordinary Americans, Wilber and 
Norma Bradt, during an extraordinary time, World 
War II. It offers a fresh insight—on a deeply per-
sonal level—into the historic conflict as it was 
fought by the U.S. Army in the Solomon Islands, 
New Guinea, and The Philippines and by a family 
on the home front. It is an epic tale of duty, hero-
ism, love, and human frailty.  The story is told in 
large part in Wilber’s own words in a sensitive edit-
ing of his some 700 richly detailed wartime letters. 
 
Hale’s talk is fittingly scheduled the day before Vet-
eran’s Day, since the work spotlights the ways in 
which individuals shaped, and were shaped by, 
World War II. It offers a nuanced view into the 
complexities faced by one family and by U.S. soci-
ety as a whole when it ships soldiers off to war and 
asks loved ones to forge new lives on the home 
front. 
 
Author Hale Bradt, Wilber and Norma’s son, shares 
his parents’ stories with insight, compassion, and a 
wealth of carefully selected images that bring their 
experiences to life. Visiting in the 1980s the battle-
fields where his father fought, he adds another 
uniquely American voice to this rich story: that of a 
son seeking to unravel the tangled threads of his 
family’s legacy. 
 
Learn more at www.wilberswar.com 
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Bruce Knotts and the UU UNO Program 
 

On Sunday, October 18, Bruce Knotts from 
the Unitarian Universalist United Nations 
Office, (UU UNO) came to speak at the First 
Church.  Bruce worked as a diplomat for the 
State Department for many years and 
brings his experience and energy now to 
the UU UNO.  Did you know that the UUA has had a "presence" 
at the United Nations for 54 years?  Over the years, this small 
office has been influential voice for human rights in different UN 
Resolutions, bringing a progressive religious voice to the larger 
dialogue.  Bruce talked about the current priorities of the UU 
UNO, which include LGBT rights, Women's rights and Climate 
Change. Bruce and a few members of his staff are attending the 
upcoming Climate Conference in Paris in December. 
To learn more about the UU United Nations Office, see the bro-
chures and info sheets in the Cleveland Room at the Church, or 
check them out online at:   http://www.uua.org/international/un 

 

Mystic Chorale 
The Mystic Chorale will celebrate South African choral tradi-
tions with music of the Anti-Apartheid era, a cappella pieces 
including a classic from Ladysmith Black Mambazo, rousing 
Gospel songs, and the inspiring South African National An-
them N'Kosi Sikelel'i Afrika/Die Stem. Bring your dancing 
shoes and join us as The Mystic Chorale celebrates our 25th 
anniversary! 
Concerts:  
Saturday November 21st   7:30pm 
Sunday November 22nd  3:30pm 
Converse Hall at Tremont Temple, 88 Tremont Street, Boston 
 

Tickets: $18 Adults/$15 Students / Seniors 
Children under 5 Free 
 

To Purchase Tickets:  
Online: Please visit Brown 
Paper Tickets. 
At the Door: Tickets will 
be available at Converse 
Hall, 
Tremont Temple begin-
ning one hour before the 
concerts on the day of the show. 

New Member Orientation 
Interested in joining the First Church and deepen-
ing your involvement with our liberal religious 
community?  We welcome new members twice a 
year, in December and May.  Towards that, we of-
fer two opportunities to learn more about the 
church and meet some of our leadership and 
members.   
 
Two New Member Orientation sessions will be of-
fered after church on Sunday, November 15 and 
29.  Anyone wishing to join in December is encour-
aged to attend one of these sessions.  New Mem-
bers will be voted in during a Special Meeting of 
the Society immediately after church on Sunday, 
December 6.  To sign up or learn more, please 
speak with Rev. Barz-Snell or call the Church Of-
fice.    
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First Sunday Big Ideas  
Sun, Nov 1,12 noon  

TED Talk and Discussion:  "How We Can 
Make the World a Better Place by 2030"   
Last month the United Nations agreed to a 
broad ambitious set of global goals to re-
duce hunger, halt climate change and 
achieve gender equality, all in the next 15 
years!?  Join us as we watch this lively TED 
Talk with Michael Green and discuss what it 
will take to make our world a better place, both locally and globally. 
 

Second Sunday Yoga Come for Yoga, Stay for 
Church 
Sunday, November 8, 9:00am 
Join us for our monthly program at the First Church.  Each month, on the 
second Sunday, we host a 55 minute yoga class in the Cleveland Room start-
ing at 9:00 AM.  It is geared towards beginner and intermediate skill levels.  
So bring your mat and any blocks you might have and join us for Second Sun-
days at the First Church.  Note: While there is no formal charge, this program 
welcomes donations of $5-15 by those willing to support great events at the 
First Church. 

An Invitation to The Bridge at 211 Open House  
November 14, 2pm 
 

Please join us at our open house and ribbon-cutting on Saturday, November 14, 2015, from 2-5 p.m. at 211 
Bridge Street, Salem as we unveil our repurposed historic church building!   
 

Throughout the afternoon, you can tour the building, enjoy the type of programming and events for both adults 
and children that will be happening at “The Bridge” in the future, learn more about the organizations that we will 
be serving, such as the Salem Food Pantry, and hear about the history of the structure and its surrounding 
neighborhood.  
 

We’ve created partnerships with a number of organizations in alignment with our stated principles to promote 
social justice and cultural enrichment throughout the North Shore and would like to invite our neighbors to come 
and see what we’re up to.  
 

Please visit our website 
(www.thebridge211.org) for more informa-
tion and details about the day.  
 
Or respond to info@thebridge211.org to re-
ceive updates on our open house and future 
events.   
 

http://www.thebridge211.org
mailto:info@thebridge211.org
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Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Nov 10-14   Shopper(s) for our Pancake Breakfast 

Sun, Nov 15 Pancake Breakfast Cooks and Kitchen Helpers   

  1st Shift: 8:15-9:30 

  2nd Shift: 9:30-10:30 

Wed, Nov 18 Bagging groceries at the Salem Pantry, 4:00pm 

Sun, Nov 15 Dinner Preparation Team at Lifebridge, 4:30-6:45 

Sat, Nov 28 Dinner Preparation Team at Lifebridge, 4:30-6:45 

Sun, Nov 29 Decorating the Meetinghouse, after church 

Wed, Dec 2 Decorating the Church for Christmas in Salem 

Sat, Dec 5  Tour Guides for Christmas in Salem at church (info provided) 

  1st Shift: 10:00 am -1:00 pm 

  2nd Shift: 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Sun, Dec 6 Tour Guides for Christmas in Salem at church (info provided) 

  1st Shift: 12 noon - 2:00 pm 

  2nd Shift: 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Helping Families Locally 
 

Family Promise of the North Shore comes to Sa-
lem for the first time with the First Church serving 
as a host congregation from Sunday, Dec 27  
through Sunday, Jan 3.  Three or four homeless 
families will be staying here overnight.  We need 
many  volunteers to help with this effort.  We are 
obligated to have two volunteers stay overnight 
each of the seven nights (preferably one male and 
one female) our guests are here.  We also need 
cooks willing to provide dinner for 9-14 adults and 
kids each evening.   This is a great way to make a 
real difference in a local family's, and child's, life 
this holiday season.  To find out more information, 
speak with Jess Kane or the Minister. 

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Christmas in Salem Coming to First Church  
Dec 5 & 6 
One of the more popular events in December in Sa-
lem is the house tour and fundraiser run by Historic 
Salem, Inc.  This year's Christmas in Salem tour will be 
located in our neighborhood and the First Church will 
be the "anchor" or starting site for the two days.  The 
Salem Garden Club will be turning the Cleveland 
Room into their boutique, selling freshly made 
wreaths and holiday arrangements.  HSI will be selling 
tickets and have their "box office" here as well. 
 

We plan to open up the Meetinghouse and provide 
tours for the many visitors who will be here that 
weekend.  We need many volunteers to work as tour 
guides (don't worry - the information is provided), 
decorators (during the week in advance) and servers 
as we sell hot cider, coffee and other refreshments.  

To help with this festive holiday effort, please see the 
sign-up sheet in the Barnard Room and /or speak 
with the Minister. 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 
Welcome Committee 
Is the Greeting your favorite part of the service?  Do you enjoy meeting new people and telling them the things you 
enjoy about First Church?  Are you interested in helping our congregation grow it's membership and assist in retaining 
members? 
 

The Welcome Committee will be holding a meeting on November 22nd directly following Fellowship.  If your interested 
in joining the committee or hearing more about the committee, we hope you will attend.  If you cannot be present that 
day, but are interested, please email Donna Fritz at dlhayes44@hotmail.com 

 

Fellowship Committee 
Thank you to our October hosts: Steve and Katherine Palmer, Patti Roka and Jeff Brandt, Stacia and Lloyd Woodcock, 
Ellen Brandenburg, The Garden Committee, Claire Donaldson, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Jim Ognibene, Bob Soucy and 
Bob Allen, Tommy Leon and Don Glover. 
 

It has been a fun fall full of new and old fellowship hosts.  We only have 2 openings for hosts of the Children's table in 
December and then we will have booked all of hosts slots until the New Year in January!!  WOW!  If your interested in 
hosting the Children's table, please check out the available dates. 
 

The sign-up Genius has been updated with Fellowship dates from January to June if you want your pick of dates to host 
in the Winter/Spring months. 

Lifebridge Dinner Team: Sun, Nov 15 and Sat, Nov 28 at 4:45pm 
First Church has expanded our involvement at Lifebridge to a second meal each month. To help distribute the coordina-
tion workload, Duncan Cox will continue coordinating the Saturday meal while Amanda Roeder 
(roedermusic@gmail.com) handles the Sunday meal.  
 
The next Lifebridge dinners will take place on Sunday, November 15 and Saturday, November 28 at 4:45pm. If you 
would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the services, or online 
through the “Lifebridge” link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Duncan Cox at coxes3@verizon.net or 
Amanda Roeder at roedermusic@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you to our Lifebridge Volunteers in October: 
Jeff Barz-Snell, Leah Barz-Snell, Holly Chase, Duncan Cox, Alan Hanscom, Richard L'heureux, and  
Paul & Sara Massari  

Flowers: New Option for Meeting House Flowers! 
The Garden Committee is providing a new service to the congregation where we can put together a basket/urn/ of se-
lected plants that will be used as altar flowers and then perhaps find their way into the front planters and ultimately 
find a permanent home in the Churchyard.  The committee can work with  any budget, but find $35. to $40. generally 
gives us enough flexibility to make a lovely statement on the altar. That budget is also about what a florist would 
charge for an arrangement.  The Committee searches local nurseries during the week prior to the appointed Sunday to 
choose wonderful specimens appropriate to our garden plant palette.  Members of The Garden Committee will do all 
the running around and deliver the flowers to the Church either on Saturday afternoon  or Sunday morning.   
Additionally you can order flowers for the Meeting House can be done by  making an entry on the sign up form in the 
Barnard Room.  Please feel free to contact the Church Administrator with any questions!  
978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

"Thanksgiving Sunday" 
Canned Food and Per-
sonal Item Drive 
Sunday, Nov 22 
 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home! 
All is safely gathered in, Ere the 
winter storms begin… 
 

Please bring canned food and per-
sonal hygiene products (toothpaste, 
dental floss, etc) to our Thanksgiving 
Service on Sunday, Nov 22.  Financial 
donations can be made payable to 
the Salem Food Pantry. 

Garden Clean Up 
Saturday, November 14 9am 
Please mark your calendars for 
our fall yard clean-up date of 
Saturday November 14th from 9
-noon.  All are welcome and re-
freshments will be pro-
vided.  We will be pruning, rak-
ing and putting the garden to 
bed for the winter. Please bring 
your own work gloves, rakes, 
pruners and yard waste bags if 
you have them.   

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, November 15 at 
9:00am  
Be sure to join us Sunday, Nov. 15th 
for a pancake breakfast, served from 
9:00 am until 10:15. Organic, farm-
fresh eggs will be served! 
 

Volunteers to prepare and serve are 
needed. If you can help out, please 
add your name to the sign-up sheet in 
the Barnard Room, call the church 
office at 978-744-1551, or send an 
email to  
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com.  
 

Donations ($4/person or $15/family) 
to help cover costs are appreciated. 


