
Minister’s Musings 

The Herald 

In this issue  Pg. 

March Schedule 2 

Around the Parish 2 

Calendar  3 

Religious Education 4 

Standing Committee 4 

Henny Penny 5 

Committee Highlight 5 

Music Director 6 

Property Committee 6 

Snow Thank You! 6 

Stewardship  7 

UUA Info 7 

Treasurer 8 

Acknowledgements 9 

Communion Service 9 

For Your Calendar 10-11 

Stewardship Luncheon 12 

MARCH 2015 

VOLUME 15, NUMBER 7 

The Ames Covenant 

In the love of truth  
and the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God  

and the service of humankind. A Publication of the First Church in Salem, Unitarian  

Years from now, I suspect that most of us who "survived" the month of February in Sa-
lem will remember these last four weeks with a mix of amazement and pain.  This has 
been the second coldest February and second most snowy winter on record, a remark-
able state of affairs given how dry most of January was.  "Old Man Winter" arrived in 
New England near the end of January, grabbed the region by the collar and has not re-
leased us from his icy grip. 
 

The toll this has taken on our roads, our houses, our cars, our traffic, and our roofs (!) is 
perhaps only dwarfed by the impact on our psyches and moods.  Many of us are not 
happy. There are more and more stories of people growing irritated with the weather 
and with one another.  I suppose this is both inevitable and understandable. 
 

There is a silver lining in all this - or silver layer of snow if you will: it is during challenging 
times like this that people are reminded how very fragile and dependent we all are on 
the actions and good will of one another.  Our individual success and happiness is di-
rectly and immanently caught up in the workings of those around us.  The winter 
weather can force us to realize how dependent we all are on one another, even at the 
mercy of one another.  This is something we can sometimes overlook or choose to ignore 
in our hyper-connected digital society where people seem to spend more time on their 
Netflix and Facebook accounts than they do with their next door neighbors.  It turns out 
that even if we do not pay attention to such things, what is local and immediately around 
us really does matter. 
 

There was a time in a bygone era when our neighbors were an integral part of our every-
day lives and community. That is not always the case these days.  But a winter like this 
invites us to talk to the people who live near us, even if it is only to argue about where to 
put the latest round of snow.  There are possibilities to make connections and be a part 
of a community when we are slowed down by the vagaries of frozen precipitation.   It is 
one oft overlooked way to find warmth.  Too of-
ten in this life, we look at our fellow human be-
ings through the lens of economics or social 
status.  Weather like this can be, like church, an 
invitation to view those around us as fellow trav-
elers and seekers on the same strange, wacky 
journey through life as we are, one that has many 
unanticipated moments for insight and grace.  
That said, I am ready for spring!! 
 

Our month begins with some great speakers and 
music and concludes with the beginning of the 
Easter and Passover Season.  Here's to sunshine, 
crocuses and a grand and muddy thaw!   
 

See you in church, 

The first day of spring is 
one thing, and the first 
spring day is another. 

~Henry Van Dyke 
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March Schedule of Events 
 
Sun, March 1 
 10:30am Service 
 12pm Race Discussion Group 
 

Thu, March 5 
 7:00pm Book Group Meeting 
 

Sun, March 8: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS, 2:00am 
 9:00am Choir Rehearsal  
 9:00am 2nd Sunday Yoga 
 9:00am Morning Movie 
 10:30am Choir Service 
 7pm Youth Group Music with Don Glover 
 

Tue, March 10 
 12:00pm Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Thu, March 12 
 7pm Book Club Meeting  
 

Sun, March 15: Jazz Sunday  
 10:30am Jazz Service 
 

Tue, March 17 
 7:15pm Standing Cmte, Erin Go Braugh 
 

Thu, March 19 
 7:00pm Book Group Meeting 
 

Sun, March 22: Youth Sunday 
 9:00am Stewardship Committee 
 10:30am Youth Service  
 12pm Stewardship Luncheon 
 

Wed, March 25 
  4:00pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, March 28 
   9:00am Salem Pantry Distribution  
  4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team  
  
Sun, March 29: Palm Sunday 
 9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30am Choir Service & Reading of the Passion 
 Easter Egg Decorating 

here on Sundays.  They are 
looking forward to meeting the 
many members of the First 
Church Community. 
 

Speaking of our search for a 
new Sexton, we would like to 
thank the following people who 
participated in the interviewing 
and hiring process.  They in-
clude the Interviewing Commit-
tee: John Wathne, Peter A. 
Copelas, Richard Hannah and 
Jeff Barz-Snell, as well as crucial 
administrative and consulting support from Catherine 
Bertrand, Katherine Palmer and Donna Fritz.  It takes a 
village! 
 

Say no to Ice Damns!  Thank you to John Wathne and 
Duncan Cox for spending a few frigid hours shoveling 
snow off of our flat roof in the back of the church, 
(above the Henny Penny / RE class rooms). 
 
The "Bobs," Tommy Leon, Don Glover and others had 
the good sense and fortune to go on a cruise in the Car-
ibbean in mid February.  We understand that they were 
telling only select people beforehand for fear of being hit 
by a frozen snowball! 
 

French Economics Anyone?  A small book group has 
formed, including several First Church members and 
friends, all committed to reading Thomas Piketty's land-
mark 675 page book, Capital in the 21st Century.  The 
group includes Steve Palmer, Duncan Cox, Charlie New-
hall and Tim Jenkins.  This French economist has penned 
one of the most important and trenchant analyses of 
capitalism in the last 20 years, one that demonstrates 
why growing economic inequality is likely inevitable 
unless there are regulations put in place to prevent the 
"rich from getting - unfairly - richer." 
 

David Radue, Jeff Barz-Snell and Duncan Cox have been 
meeting monthly as part of a new local chapter of Citi-
zens Climate Lobby, a national grass-roots advocacy 
group with the vision of implementing a nation-wide tax 
on carbon emissions.  It's time to have the economic 
"force of gravity" work in the direction of addressing cli-
mate change instead of contributing to it. 
 

Liv Radue graciously and fearlessly agreed to serve as 
the Chaperone / Adult Volunteer for a district wide gath-
ering of UU teenagers in Andover, MA.  Liv spent the 
night with 8 First Church Youth and 60 other UU  

Around the Parish 

The First Church welcomes our new Sexton, Mr. Bill 
McCarthy.  Bill (or "Billy") is a native of Salem and has 
worked as a custodian and painter for many years.  He 
came to us highly recommended and we are delighted 
that he has already started work and made a differ-
ence.  When you have a moment, feel free to introduce 
yourself to Bill and his wife Cathy, who is sometimes in 

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/


  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1  
- 10:30am Service 
- 12pm Race Discussion 
Group 

2 
 

3 
 

4  
 

5  
- 7pm Book 
Group Mtg 

6   
 

7 
 

8  
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
- 9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
- 2nd Sunday Yoga 
- 9:00am Morning Movie 
- 10:30am  Choir Service  
- 7pm Youth Group Music 
with Don Glover 

9  
 

10 
- 12pm Lunch 
with Pastor 

11 
 

12 
 

13  
 

14 
 

15 Jazz Sunday 
- 10:30am Service 
 

16 
 

17  
- 7:15pm Standing 
Committee 

18  
 

19  
- 7pm Book 
Group Mtg 

20  
 

21 
 

22 Youth Sunday 
- 9:00am Stewardship Cmte 
-10:30am Youth Service 
- 12pm  Stewardship Lunch-
eon 

23  
 

24 
 

25 
- 4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
- 9am Salem Pan-
try Distribution 
 
- 4:45pm 
Lifebridge 

29 Palm Sunday 
- 9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
- 10:30am  Choir Service & 
Reading of the Passion 
- Easter Egg Decorating 

30 31 1, April 
 

2, April 
- 7pm Maundy 
Thursday Ser-
vice @ FUSS  

3, April 
Good  
Friday 

4, April 

M A R C H  2 0 1 5  

 

Easter Schedule 
 

Sunday, March 29: Palm Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 

10:30am Choir Service 
Easter Egg Dyeing 

 

Thursday, April 2 
7pm Maundy Service at First Universalist 

211 Bridge Street 
 

Friday, April 3 
Good Friday & First Night of Passover 

 

Sunday, April 5: Easter Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 

10:30am Choir Service  

Around the Parish (continued) 

 
adolescents at the District "Youth Con."  And did we 
mention she is pregnant with her third child! 
 

Seth Mascolo recently celebrated his 24th birthday 
and was selected to be an intern at the Museum of 
Fine Art in Boston. 
 

Susan Engelke just returned from a two-week trip to 
Jordan, the country.  She flew in to Amman, rented a 
car and toured the country including visiting the very 
famous archeological site at Petra.  And she did all of 
this as an older American woman, who speaks little or 
no Arabic and stayed in hostiles along the way. Go 
Susan! 
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From the Standing Committee 
Why I’m Planning on Attending the Stewardship Dinner 
 

When my husband, Mike and I were looking for a church 
to baptize our second child, Sophia and to find our own 
religious home to raise our children in, we were focused 
on what would be good for our kids.  We read the First 
Church website and thought it was worth checking out.  
The Seven Principles sounded good to us, different from 
what we were used to in a church but they spoke to 
what we thought was important in life.  We met with 
Jeff and attended a service and decided we would bap-
tize Sophie here and maybe attend First Church around 
the major holidays like we were currently doing at our 
former church.  We figured when our first child, Jake was 
older, we might come more often so he could go to Reli-
gious Education. 
 

We had no expectation that we would come to love this 
church and this community.  We surprised ourselves by 
coming every Sunday.  We look forward to Homecoming 
Sunday in the fall after being away for the summer.  We 
love all the fun yet moral education that our children are 
getting.  To my surprise, there have been days when I 
am sitting in the pews with tears in my eyes because 
what Jeff is saying, is meeting me right where I am at. 
Based on my childhood experiences, I simply had no idea 
I could enjoy church in the way I enjoy this church.   
 

When Mike and I filled out our first pledge card and de-
cided to make what felt to us a significant contribution 
to the church, our feeling was, we get back every penny 
we put in.  This feeling has grown since that first time 5-
6 years ago and so has our pledge.  We are so thankful 
for all the services the church provides our family, we 
are thankful for the friends we have made, we are 
thankful for the volunteer opportunities within the 
church that make us feel an important part of the com-
munity. We want this for ourselves, for our children, and 
for the community.  We understand that in order for 
that to happen, we need to be good Stewards.  We want 
to support First Church with our money and our time, 
and because we do, it makes us happy.  We will be at the 
Stewardship Dinner because it will be fun, it will be 
meaningful and because First Church in Salem is impor-
tant to us. 
 

Sincerely, 
Donna Fritz 
Chair, Standing Committee 

From Religious Education  
Even during Snowmageddon our annual Chocolate Sun-
day was a great success! Thanks to our students, mem-
bers and friends who all came together to make this 
day fun. We had tasty chocolate treats of every imagin-
able kind, even chocolate covered bacon! Thanks to our 
generous bakers and buyers of chocolate delights, we 
earned well over $50. This sum will go directly to our 
project supporting Side Street Reach, a program to 
show care and friendship to refugee children arriving in 
El Paso every day. Stayed tuned for more ways you can 
help our Middle School Students as they make decisions 
about what they will include in their care packages for 
refugee children.  
 

Youth Sunday takes place on Sunday March 22th.  This is 
the day that Religious Education classes take over the 
Meeting House for the Sunday Service.  For the next 
few weeks each class will be using some or all of their 
class time to prepare their Youth Sunday presentation. 
One goal of Youth Sunday is for students learn about 
the church service and all its components. Another goal 
is for the congregation to get a good look at our stu-
dents as they showcase what they have been learning 
in class.  I believe the best part of RE Sunday is sharing 
all of our talented, beautiful, and thoughtful young Uni-
tarian Universalists with the entire congregation.  
Please be sure to be here to be part of this special ser-
vice on March 22. 
 

Our Youth recently attended a youth conference at 
North Parish in North Andover. This was the first youth 
conference for most of them. Feel free to stop any of 
the youth and ask about this experience. Or, better yet 
attend the Stewardship Luncheon on March 22nd where 
the youth have volunteered to assist the Stewardship 
Committee and chat with them there. They are really a 
very wonderful group of students!  
 

In faith, 
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CALENDAR 
 
Sunday March 8, 9am   Sunday morning movie.  
Sunday March 8, 7pm  Youth Group meets 
Sunday March 22,Youth Sunday, students arrive 9am  
Sunday March 29, Egg Dyeing, Willson Hall after  
  Fellowship 



  

Henny Penny  
Henny Penny just wrapped up our week filled with Lunar New Year games and activities. One of the most 
popular choices over the past week was seeing our name written in Chinese characters, and then using wa-
tercolors to copy the beautiful calligraphy.   Children discovered in which animal year they were born, and we 
charted our results.  Come on up and peek in the rooms to see which year had the most Henny Penny peo-
ple!  Our classroom was decorated with colorful paper lanterns and a dragon.  At the end of February we 
celebrated with a dragon dance around the rooms and hallways of Henny Penny. 
 
A thousand thank yous to the folks on the Property Committee!  We are thankful for the cleared driveway, 
parking lot and walkways to the church.  It has been a trying winter, and being without a sexton for most of 
February, it has been all hands on deck for snow removal.  Well done! 
 
In  March we will be learning about the traditions of St. Patrick's Day, celebrating the birthday of Dr. Seuss, 
and learning about St. David's Day (courtesy of some of our students with family from Wales).  St. David's Day 
is a national holiday in Wales, and we celebrated with brightly colored dragons and daffodils at Henny Penny. 
 
Enrollments for the 2015-16 school year are filling quickly.  The school schedule has been expanded to all five 
weekdays.  At press time we had 6 spaces available for September.  These are two-day and 3-day schedule 
options.  Members of First Church receive a 10% tuition discount.  If you know anyone looking for a quality 
half-day preschool program, please send them our way!  Please send all inquiries to triciapini1@gmail.com. 

Committee Highlight: March 
Social Justice Committee 
David Radue, Chair 
Members: Theo Burbank, Valentina Burbank, Mike Giauque, Jeannine Helen, Jess Kane, Lilli Nye, Victor Young 
 
What We Do 
The Social Justice Committee works to inform the congregation about Social Justice events and organizations on the 
North Shore, connects the congregation to the positions and broader actions of the UUA, and provides networking and 
support to congregants interested in specific causes. We meet monthly to plan activities, and we also provide a monthly 
insert in the Order of Service. Our current planning efforts include but are not limited to a presentation about intellec-
tual disorders, support for Family Promise at nearby congregations, a public forum about carbon pricing as a way to 
combat climate change, and a beautification and planting project to celebrate Arbor Day in late April. 
 
Mission Statement 
The Social Justice Committee of First Church fosters participation in acts of good will, community building, and advocacy 
among the congregation. The committee has three principle purposes: 

 Inform First Church members about opportunities to act in support of socially just causes. These may pertain to eco-
nomic, environmental, and immigration justice; equality of race, gender, and sexual orientation; or other issues that 
reflect our community values. 

 Enable First Church members who want to take action on socially just causes. Members of the community may be 
enabled through financial sponsorship, access to resources, networking and publicity, access to facilities, or other 
comparable means. 

 Educate and empower First Church members and First Church youth to exercise their voices for the betterment of 
society. The Social Justice Committee partners with the Religious Education Committee and youth groups to help 
youth take ownership of societal concerns and actively work toward solutions. 

mailto:triciapini1@gmail.com
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From the Music Director 
Jeff gave a wonderful sermon recently on, well to simplify it, a definition of heaven and the role of Jesus in our 
Unitarian world, and I guess our minister will forgive me for leaving out the real meat of his talk. My point in 
starting this article with a reference to morning worship today, is that even Jeff could not refrain from several 
asides dealing with the weather, which, let’s face it,  is up and foremost on our minds these days. Thoughts like 
“the last Sunday in February, can spring be far behind” “what’s it like to be warm again” “will there still be 
snow on the ground in August” “gee I made it home without falling on my kiester” or “I didn’t hit anything 
while driving home” creep into our most intellectual thoughts before we realize it. Enough! That’s my final 
piece on the weather, although I still wonder when it will all end and/or improve. 
 

At our monthly staff meeting this week, we worked diligently on solidifying the schedule of services and events 
from now until the end of the church year. There is still a great deal that will be happening until we break for 
our regular summer hiatus (summer, oh summer, see I’m doing it again)! With the beginning of Lent, we are 
looking forward to the next several weeks when the penitential period climaxes with the Easter triduum (Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter). My principal role, of course, is making sure that the music for these 
several events will be in place and that things will come off without a hitch. As we move towards Easter, sev-
eral choir Sundays are scheduled, a great jazz service planned and executed thanks to our own Russell Lane, 
and then all the Easter rituals begin to take shape. After Easter, comes the sequence of special Sundays, 
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, and let’s not forget our Annual Meeting (May 3rd). 
 

So, lots of things to look forward to in addition to several social events. Let’s all be a part of it and enjoy being 
members of this wonderful community. 
 

See you in church, 
Paul Madore 

From the Property Committee 
 
The First Church Property Committee, headed up by 
Jamie Tanch and comprised of Richard Hannah, Eric 
Kenney, John Wathne and myself, meet periodically 
to discuss the on going issue related to the First 
Church physical plant.  Needless to say, this winter 
has exacerbated problems we have faced in the 
past; leaking roof, water in Wilson Hall, too much 
snow on the flat roof, snow removal and a recalci-
trant snow blower.  These are issues needing imme-
diate attention, but one need not look very far to 
see how much more work needs to be accom-
plished.   

Snow Thank You!!! 
 
The First Church wants to thank everyone who 
helped with managing snow removal during this 
epic winter including but not limited to the follow-
ing:  
Peter Eschauzier 
Jaime Tanch 
Richard Hannah 
Bill Hayes 
Bill McCarthy 
Tricia Pini 
Jacob Pini 
Daniel Pini 
Duncan Cox 
John Wathne 
Jeff Barz-Snell 
Catherine Bertrand 
And many others! 



  

UUA Updates and Information 

UUA Congregational Study/Action Issues 
http://www.uua.org/statements/current/index.shtml 
We are stronger together. Our combined efforts to make the world more fair and humane can accomplish more than 
any one of us working alone. As Unitarian Universalist, we set priorities for our social justice efforts by investing in key 
issues that exemplify our commitments to justice, equity and compassion.  

 
Congregational Poll 
Our  congregation is invited to comment on the proposed Statement of Conscience (SOC) on Reproductive Justice and 
vote to place the proposed SOC on the Final Agenda of the 2015 General Assembly. Due February 2, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. 
Pacific. Read the proposed SOC on Reproductive Justice 
Download and use the Comment Worksheet on the proposed SOC (PDF) on Reproductive Justice  
[All downloads can be found on www.uua.org/statements/current/index.shtml] 

Stewardship 
 

Imagine Salem without the First Church. 
 
This community matters... 

in the lives of our members, 
in our long history of hospitality and celebrating people's journeys, 
in the values we stand for in the community, 
in the engaging and safe place we make for children, 
in the ministries we support and promote. 
 

Join us for a lunch celebrating our community, our people and our vision.  As members of a congre-
gation that this 385 years young, we all have a part to play in supporting our programs, activities, 
legacy and purpose. 
 

The First Church Stewardship Luncheon and Celebration 
Sunday, March 22, after church 

http://www.uua.org/statements/current/index.shtml
http://www.uua.org/documents/csw/rj_soc_11-14draft.pdf
http://www.uua.org/documents/csw/comment_worksheet_rj.pdf
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From the Treasurer 
January 2015 vs. January 2014 Results (7/1/13 to 1/31/14 compared to 7/1/14 to 1/31/15) 
 

Please remember that the church’s fiscal year ends on Junes 30th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we reached the end of the 7th month of our fiscal year, there has been a great deal of improvement in the fi-
nancial performance of the church over the same time period last fiscal year.  Here are some items to notes as 
you compare the two years: 

 The Endowment is giving the church an additional $1k per month so there was an increase of $7k in this line 
item.  This has clearly helped the church’s bottom line. 

 In addition to having higher attendance this year and adding Fridays as an option, the new Henny Penny Direc-
tor was able to collect on some outstanding tuition fees still due from last year.  This has added $6k in income to 
the church. 

 Member/Friend Giving is running slightly behind last year. 

 Many of the payroll related line items look slightly higher than last year as the church moved from a monthly 
payroll cycle to a bi-weekly payroll cycle. 

 Property expenses are lower this year as there has been no major project completed as there was last year 
(floor refinishing in the Cleveland and Barnard Rooms during the summer of 2013). 
Henny Penny expenses are running slightly ahead given the additional expenses involved in running the Friday 
program.  The revenues of this program are far offsetting the additional costs. 
 

The church is definitely having a better year this year than it did last year.  Thanks to all! 
 

If you have any questions about the details of the income and expenses from this report, please feel free to con-
tact me at Treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org or 978-500-8527. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Bill Henning, Treasurer 

mailto:Treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org


  

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted or contributed to Fellowship in February: 
 
Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Patti Roka, Brenda Marean, The Radue Family, Religious Ed and the Chocolate Sunday 
crew and everyone who was a part of our second Downton Abbey ‘Ring Carson for Tea’ Community Fellowship.  
 

The First Church's 2nd Annual Downton Abbey Fellowship Hour was held on Feb 22 to much attention and ac-
claim.  Once again, we had at least 20 members and friends attend church in "Downton" suitable attire.  Of par-
ticular note were the costumes sported by the Radue children, Avonlea Jane and William, as well as Jonah Barz-
Snell, who attended as as Maggie Smith's character, the Widow Dowager.  Special Thanks to Alicia Diozzi for once 
again coordinating and promoting this fun event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To sign up to host another date please go to the First Church webpage at www.firstchurchinsalem.org and click on 
the Fellowship link. Thank you!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team 
On February 28, First Church volunteered, prepared and served dinner at Lifebridge, Salem's homeless shel-
ter.  Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers.  
 

The next Lifebridge dinner will take place on Saturday, March 28. If you would like to help shop, prepare or 
serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the services, or online through the “Lifebridge” 
link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Duncan Cox at coxes3@verizon.net. 

Flowers  
We would like to thank everyone who donated and ordered flowers during the month of February.  
 

Ordering flowers for the Meeting House can be done  by  making an entry on the sign up form in the Barnard 
Room.  Please feel free to contact the Church Administrator with any questions! 978-744-1551/
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 

UUA Study Actions 
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Second Sundays Yoga: Come for Yoga, Stay for Church 
Sunday, March 8, 9am-10am 
Join us for the start of a new monthly program at the First Church, Second Sundays.  
Each month, we will host a 50-55 minute yoga class in the Cleveland Room from 9 AM 
to 9:55 AM.  The class will be taught by Liz Gruenfeld, a teacher and practitioner of 
yoga for 16 years.  It will be geared towards beginner and intermediate skill levels.  So 
bring your mat and any blocks you might have and join us for Second Sundays at the First Church.  Note: 
While there is no formal charge, this program welcomes donations of $5-15 by those willing to support great 
events at the First Church. 

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Black Lives Matter Gathering  
Sponsored by the Essex County Community Organization (ECCO) 
Mon, March 23 at 7 pm  
 
St. Stephen's Church, 74 St. Common St., Lynn, MA 
 
In December, responding to the events in Ferguson and Staten Island, over 80 ECCO leaders gathered to 
pray, sing, and reflect on how to respond to the racial injustices we see in our communities and in the crimi-
nal justice system.  Since that gathering, key clergy and community leaders have been meeting to explore 
how we might move forward together. 
 
On Monday, March 23rd, we will come together to deepen relationships and trust across our communities, 
learn about options for campaigns we might take on, and VOTE to choose a campaign (or two) moving for-
ward TOGETHER, with the strength of all our communities behind us. 
 
To join the Minister and other church members for this upcoming gathering, please speak with Jeff or call 
the Church Office. 

Winter Book Discussion Group: Cultivating Happiness 
Thursday March 5 at 7pm, Chapts 3, 4 &5 
 
Join us for our winter book discussion.  We will be reading together, The Happiness 
Hypothesis, by Prof. Jonathan Haidt.  Using the wisdom culled from the world's 
greatest civilizations as a foundation, social psychologist Haidt comes to terms with 
10 Great Ideas, viewing them through a contemporary filter to learn which of their 
lessons may still apply to modern lives.  To sign up, speak with the Minister or call 
the Church Office.   



  

Salem Theatre presents  
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: March 28-April 12 
 
Salem Theatre will present the Shakespeare classic Twelfth Night March 28 
through April 12 at their black box theatre at 90 Lafayette Street. Tickets 
are available online via the new website: www.salemtheatre.com.  
 

Join us for Shakespeare’s only “musical”. Salem Theatre’s production of 
Twelfth Night is a 90 minute version with ten actors and features live music 
and singing. The world is reminiscent of the belly of an old ship and invokes 
the creaking, dimly lit, be-hammocked dreams of traveling at sea.  
 

The production is directed by Salem Theatre Artistic Director Matthew Gray 
and features Caroline Watson-Felt as Olivia and Chris Martel as Feste.  

For Your Calendar: Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

New Volunteer Opportunity! 
Do you want to find a way to deepen your relationship to our liberal religious community?  Do you know how to use a 
calculator?  Then we have the volunteer opportunity for you!   
The church has decided to divide the responsibilities of the Treasurer into 2 roles; Treasurer and Assistant Treas-
urer.  With that, we are looking for an individual interested in the Assistant Treasurer role.  Please don’t think that you 
need formal accounting or bookkeeping experience!  Many of the tasks don’t even involve bookkeeping.  I would be 
very interested in talking to anyone who has even a remote interest in the role.  We have flexibility to build the role 
around your skills and interests.   
 
Please contact Bill Henning at 978-500-8527 (cell) or Treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

Carbon-Nation:  
How A Carbon Tax Could Reduce Climate 
Change but Keep the Economy Bubbling 
Thur, Mar 26 at 7 pm - The First Church in Salem 
 

Come and learn how putting a price on carbon emissions will 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, stimulate economy and 
move us towards a more sustainable future.  A presentation 
sponsored by Salem Alliance for the Environment (SAFE), 
featuring David Radue, local chapter leader of Citizens Cli-
mate Lobby. 
 
CCL and its members from all 
50 states speak up for climate 
change solutions that bridge 
the partisan divide, like Carbon 
Fee and Dividend, which gives 
all revenue back to households. 
 

Coming in May! 
First Church Yard Sale 
Saturday, May 16 
Over the next few weeks, committee members will 
meet at First Church to determine what items can be 
put in the Yard Sale. Please check you email for further 
information. 
 
The following people have signed up: Bonnie Hurd 
Smith, Ellen Brandenburg, Donna Fritz, 
Joan Hannah, Linda Stark, Marissa Ewell, Brenda 
Marean, Charlene Long. 

mailto:Treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.org
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
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Don’t Forget to Spring Forward! 
 
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday 
March 8 so be sure to turn your clocks 
ahead before you go to bed on Saturday 
night, March 7! There will be extra coffee 
for the “bleary-eyed” during Fellowship! 


