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A few weeks ago the Stewardship Committee hosted a potluck luncheon after 
church.  It was a fun and moving occasion and a nice celebration of this community.  
The key message?  The First Church is blessed with many resources, but not as many 
as we used to have.  During our construction project three years ago, we “held our 
breath and took a leap of faith,” believing that if we invested in repairing and ex-
panding our building as well as making our physical home more sustainable, then we, 
the members, would support those efforts.  As a result, we have smaller reserves to 
draw upon with respect to our endowment and need to rely a little more on all of us 
who support this place with “our time, talents and treasure.”  In essence we need to 
raise 20% more than we did last year to put ourselves on a firm financial footing.  
Since we raised a little over $100,000 last year this new goal means raising about 
$20,000 more this year; a goal that is entirely feasible.   
 
During my tenure, it has been gratifying to see this historic Unitarian church grow 
and transform.  Our membership has tripled, our religious education program grew 
six times over and our involvement in the community has increased substantially.  
We have a growing youth group and choir.  We serve dinner once a month at the lo-
cal shelter and may increase that to two.  We host yoga programs and discussion 
groups and quietly help many people and groups in Salem as well as some folks right 
here in our own community.  We are an “oasis and refuge” of sorts for people com-
ing from other traditions.  And we do this with an openness and appreciation for di-
versity that is wonderful to see and be a part of.   
 
I hope that all of us will be open to the conversations and invitations related to sup-
porting the First Church in the months ahead.  This is a great community, and a fun 
and engaging place to be a Unitarian Universalist.  We have a fascinating history and 
promising present.  Together there are so many opportunities we have to make a dif-
ference, foster peace, promote our way of being religious, and simply enjoy one an-
other’s company.   
 
The good news is that our church is growing amidst a larger society that is changing.  
We need everyone’s participation and support as a way to honor and celebrate the 
role this community plays in our lives and in the life of our larger community. 
I hope everyone has a wonderful Easter, Passover and springtime season.  Here’s to 
rebirth and a busy month of April.   
 
See you in church, 

From you have  
I been absent in the 
spring, 
When proud pied 
April,  
dressed in all his trim, 
Hath put a spirit of 
youth in every thing.  

Shakespeare  
From Sonnet 98 
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April Schedule of Events 
 
Thu, April 2: Maundy Thursday 
 7pm Maundy Thursday Service, FUSS 211 Bridge St. 
 

Fri, April 3: Good Friday & 1st Night of Passover 
 

Sun, April 5: Easter Sunday 
 9am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30am Service 
 11:30am Community Fellowship & Easter Egg Hunt 
 
 

Sat, April 11: Last Night of Passover 
 

Sun, April 12 
 9:00am Second Sunday Yoga 
 9:00am Morning Movie 
 10:30am Service 
 11:45am New Member Orientation 
 7pm Youth Group 
 

Mon, April 13 
 7:15pm Standing Cmt. 
 

Tue, April 14 
 12:00pm Lunch with the Pastor 
 

Thu, April 16 
 7pm Social Justice Cmte (29 Upham Street) 
 

Sun, April 19 
 10:30am Earth Day Service 
 11:45am New Member Orientation 
 

Wed, April 22 
  4:00pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

Sat, April 25 
   9:00am Salem Pantry Distribution  
 4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team  
 

Sun, April 26 
 10:30am Service, Rev. Lilli Nye preaching 
 

Sun, May 3 
 10:30am Service 
 386th Annual Meeting of the First Church 

Around the Parish 

Jaime Tanch’s oldest son, “Jay,” (aka James Emery 
Tanch, Jr.) has been accepted to Brown University 
Medical School and will start in the Fall. According to 
father, Jaime, Jay plans to spend the month of June 
touring Europe, as “he will be nose down in the books 
starting August until who knows when!”   
 
Rose Wolf recently lost her cat and companion, Beryl.  
The tabby was 13 years old and had been diagnosed 
with feline diabetes.  All of us who have lost a pet know 
how hard this can be.  
 
Tommy Leon was recently promoted to the Global 
Creative Design Manager of Dassault Systémes, a 
French software and design company. 
 
Indra and George Milowe escaped the cold of New 
England in early March and took flight to the south of 
Spain.  Malaga is a historic city in the Andalusian region 
that looks out onto the Mediterranean.  It is the birth-
place of Pablo Picasso and boasts 300 days of sunshine 
a year.  Who on earth would want to go there? 
 
Charlene Long has been leading her own small yoga 
group here at the First Church on Friday afternoons.  
She has found an instructor who specializes in working 
with older people.  They typically gather in the Cleve-
land Room at 2pm.   
 
On Palm Sunday, we held a staged reading of the Pas-
sion story from the Gospel of Matthew from the Chris-
tian New Testament.  We have done this several times 
over the last 15 years to good effect.  We would like to 
thank the following people for participating in the read-
ing: Nathan Chio, Claire Donaldson, Don Glover, Chris 
Granniss, Denise Granniss, Tommy Leon, Tiffany Mag-
nolia, Seth Mascalo, Indra Milowe, and Rose Wolf, 
with Stacia Woodcock as the Narrator and Jim Ogni-
bene reading the role of Jesus.   
 
Among people who celebrated birthdays in March are 
Deb DiGuilio, Mimi Ballou and David Radue.  
 
Have an item for Around the Parish?  Feel free to email 
the Minister or the Church Office with your news, or tell 
us when you see us! 

Annual Reports Due 
Please email your Annual Reports to Catherine no later 
than the evening of Monday, April 6. Anything received 
later will not be included in the Annual Report.  
Email WORD DOCUMENTS to  
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 April Fools 

Day 

2 
7pm Maundy 
Thursday Service 
at FUSS 

3 
Good Friday and 
First Night of 
Passover 

4 
 

5 Easter Sunday 
9am Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am Service 
Community  
Fellowship and 
Easter Egg Hunt 

6   
 

7 
7pm Social 
Outreach 
Cmte Meeting 

8  
 

9  
 

10 
 

11 
Last Night of 
Passover 

12 
9:00am Yoga 
9:00am A.M. Movie 
10:30am Service  
11:45am New Mem-
ber Orientation 
7pm Youth Group 

13  
7:15pm Stand-
ing Committee 

14 
12pm Lunch 
with Pastor 
 

15  
 

16 
7:30pm Social 
Justice Meeting, 
29 Upham Street 

17 
 

18 

19  
10:30am Service 
11:45am New Mem-
ber Orientation 

20  
 

21 
 

22 Earth Day 
4pm Salem  
Pantry Bagging 

23  
 

24 
 

25 
- 9am Salem 
Pantry Distribu-
tion 
- 4:45pm 
Lifebridge 

26 
9:00am Stewardship-
Cmte 
10:30am Service 

27 
 

28 
-  

29 
 

30  
 

31 
 

May 1 
6pm Showing of 
Wall-E 

A P R I L  2 0 1 5  

New Member Orientation 
 

Interested in joining the First Church and deepening your 
affiliation and support of our liberal religious community? 
New Member Orientations will be held on two Sundays 
in April: April 12 and 19, immediately following the ser-
vice.  
 
All those interested in First Church membership are en-
couraged to attend at least one of these two sessions. 
New Members will be accepted into membership at the 
Church’s upcoming Annual Meeting on Sun, May 3, imme-
diately following the service.   

Calling all Casseroles… 
 

The First Church will be supporting The Second Congre-
gational Church in Beverly as they host a group of 
homeless families in their church the week of April 12.   
 
We are looking for volunteers to help with making a 
meal and volunteering one evening.  This is all through 
Family Promise of the North Shore (see article for more 
information) 
 

Family Promise of the Northshore Volunteer  
Opportunities  April 12 –April 19 
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From Religious Education  
Congratulations to all our Children and Youth for a successful Youth Sunday! Our first Steps Class sang the 
traditional Seven Principles Song which I think we all know by heart now. Our Explorers/ Navigators Class 
shared some of their ideas for their Salem Improvement Project. The Middle School group shared a reading 
about the journey of a refugee child from the only home he has known to the big cities of the United States. 
This will help us better understand the Side Street Reach project they are supporting as their Social Justice 
project. Our always talented High School youth took on the delicate topic of “money” in their presentation. 
They then worked with the Stewardship Committee to support the Stewardship Luncheon.  Thanks to the 
very many parents and friends who either worked with our students here at church or helped their own chil-
dren memorize lines at home. A production like Youth Sunday truly takes a village. 
 

Parents of students who will be in 7th, 8th or 9th grade next year will be happy to know we are in the process 
of planning Our Whole Lives program, otherwise known as OWL, for next year.  The OWL program will be a 
joint project with our neighbor UU’s at The Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lynn. The OWL Facilita-
tors from both churches gathered for a potluck to get to know each other and to begin laying the ground-
work for the program last week.  Our facilitators are Mike Fritz and Claire Donaldson.  Families can expect 
more details about our plans and the OWL program itself by May, including a schedule of events and class 
dates for the entire year!! 
 

Our Egg Dying event in Willson Hall on Palm Sunday was exciting  for children and parents. We had a good 
number of families participate and creative fun was had by all. Thanks to the parents who helped out. 
Easter is this Sunday!!!  Our much anticipated Easter Egg Hunt will go on Rain or Shine (or snow banks and 
mud!) If conditions are not suitable for an outside event we do have a fun backup plan! But let’s all pray for 
lots of sunshine and gentle breezes to melt and dry the last of the snow.   Please be sure to bring in your plas-
tic eggs filled with wrapped candy if you have not done so already.  We will be looking for volunteers to help 
manage the jubilant children as they search for Easter treasure.  See Deb D or Valentina to join in the fun! 
 

Happy Easter to you and yours, 
Deb DiGiulio, Director of Religious Education 

Fellowship Committee 
It’s hard to believe that the church year is beginning to wind down. At least that’s how it feels where there 
are only 14 open slots left for hosting fellowship! We are so appreciative to all of the individuals, families, 
and Committees who have hosted this year, and give a special recognition to the first-time hosts. Another 
special recognition goes to Bill McCarthy who is a trouper, and has risen to the challenge of working with 
many people at the same time going in all different directions.  The sexton, hosts, and contributors help cre-
ate the welcoming environment every Sunday after church. If you’ve never hosted before and would like to, 
there are opportunities before the summer. If you haven’t hosted, but would like to contribute financially, 
we would be happy to provide refreshments on your behalf. There is no amount too small! 
There is a need for hosting on April 12th for the children’s table, and on the 19th for both the adult table and 
the children’s. Please sign up using the sign up link, or on the colorful sheet on the clip board in the Barnard 
Room. This list will be monitored, and your name will be added to the electronic form. 
Gratefully, 
Mary Krigbaum and Brenda Marean, Co-Chairs 
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Youth Con 
During the last weekend in February, a group of teens from First Church joined youth groups from all over 
the Boston-area to attend a UU youth con (conference/lock-in) at First Parish at North Andover. Cons like 
this one provide a chance for our teens to explore their faith and to bond with those who hold similar val-
ues. While there are adults on the premises, these weekends focus on youth empowerment and are en-
tirely youth led. 
 
Cons are full of varied workshops (from yoga to music to meditation), discussions, meals, and other activi-
ties. The evening provides an opportunity to gather in a sacred space for worship. Attendees are able to 
quietly reflect on the day and explore themselves as spiritual individuals and as part of a UU community. 
The end of the day is also time to enjoy a youth coffee house, where those who are willing share their tal-
ents. The North Andover Con saw poetry readings and performances on the ukulele, guitar, cello, and vio-
lin. 
 
All of those who attended the North Andover Con had a wonderful time, and there is another event ap-
proaching this spring. First Church teens can register for the Con in Newton, held at the First Unitarian Soci-
ety of Newton, on April 24-26 (the last weekend of April break).  
 
Submitted by Liv Radue, Youth Con Adult Chaperone 

Last weekend I traveled along with 6 other members of the youth group to a UU youth convention in 
North Andover.  A UU youth convention is a time where Unitarian Universalist teenagers get together 
and meet each other.  There were 45 people at the con including advisors. We were lucky enough to 
have Liv Radue as our advisor and I know we are are extremely grateful for her help, she made this all 
possible!  During the con we had three "workshop" periods where we had a choice of two or three 
things to do and we spent about an hour hanging out and having fun. I experienced pillow making, yoga 
and massage. All of the workshops were very interesting and I know we all made a lot of friends! At 
night we met in the North Andover Church's children's chapel and had time to reflect. We received 
quotes and reflected as we walked through a labrynth that the chaplains created. Even with our lack of 
sleep we had plenty of energy to listen to music and hang out.  Over all we all had a great time and are 
interested in going to cons in the future! 
 
Submitted by Jennie Krigbaum, Youth Con Participant 
 
 
During the two days at the Youth Con in North Andover, I very much enjoyed myself and met allot of 
new friends from surrounding Unitarian Universalist communities. Everyone had a interesting story and 
I enjoyed hearing them all. I would very much like to attend more youth cons in the future.  
 
Submitted by Ben Hedstrom, Youth Con Participant 
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From the Music Director 
We’ve made it to the end of March with no real sign 
of spring, and let’s not even discuss a look of spring. 
Ever the dreamers, however, we New Englanders 
know that one of these years March will do what 
it’s supposed to do: march in like a lion and go out 
as a lamb. HAH! 
 

Fortunately, those other New England qualities like 
perseverance, make do, and moving toward what 
counts, kick in and life does go on. I do believe 
we’re all set for what will be a lovely Easter celebra-
tion this year. We kicked it off with a great jazz ser-
vice weeks ago, and this was followed by our annual 
service led by the youth of the parish which, this 
year was nothing short of monumental. Based the-
matically on the 6th principle of the UUA , our chil-
dren, from the lower grades to high school each 
brought their messages with clarity and very adult 
aplomb and, yes, just the right amount of humor. 
From my perspective, I was quite awestruck by the 
energy and enthusiasm of every piece of music that 
came from those young vocal chords; hymns, re-
sponses, all sung with real conviction. No help was 
needed by the adults here, but the glorious sound 
of everyone singing reminded me of my early years 
at First Church when barely a peep could be heard 
from the congregation while hymns were being 
played. How wonderful this development in our 
church community. 
 

So now we’re set for a great Easter week when the 
rafters will shake with the grand Alleluias of the 
day. 
 
See you in church. 
Paul Madore 

Attention Spring Cleaners: First Church Yard Sale is May 16 
The First Church Yard Sale will take place on Saturday, May 16, 52 days from today!  Please gather any items, 
except clothing.  Consider sporting goods, power tools, furniture, bicycles, electronics in working order, toys 
that are not broken and have all the pieces, household items, books, especially children’s books, gardening 
equipment, glass ware, dishes, ladies accessories, and last, but not least…SNOW SHOVELS!  We will soon 
have an area set aside in the Church where items can be left off.  If you need something to be picked up, 
please let me know.  If you have any doubt or questions about an item please contact me. 
Peter Eschauzier - (H) 978-594-1439 (M) 239-290-0591  pgeschauzier@me.com 

Henny Penny  
Henny Penny is deep in preparation for the First An-
nual Henny Penny Art Show.  It is important to take 
art created by children and display it in a respectful 
manner.  We can't think of a more respectful way 
than transforming the Cleveland Room into an gal-
lery for an evening.  The big event is Thursday, April 
30th from 6:30pm -7:30pm.  Feel free to stop in and 
peruse through the colorful displays! 
 
Enrollments for the 2015-16 school year are nearly 
full.  We only have 5 spots left.  If you know any fami-
lies looking for a quality literature-based half-day 
preschool program send them by for a visit.  At this 
moment, Henny Penny is the last only exclusively 
half-day preschool program in Salem!   
 
Henny Penny has been reaching out and building re-
lationships with community partners.  The Phoenix 
school in Salem will be sending a small group of their 
students to Henny Penny each month to read a book 
and facilitate a craft related to the story.  Also, we 
are co-hosting evening family literacy events with 
The Phoenix School.   There will be an event each 
month of April, May and June!  The April event will 
feature Tomie dePaola's story Charlie Needs 
Cloak.  This book simply illustrates  how Charlie cares 
for his sheep, and in return he receives raw material 
of wool to start the process of getting his new 
cloak.  We love this story because it helps children 
begin to understand where everyday items origi-
nate…..not in a store, but with an elaborate process 
which begins with raw materials from nature! 
 
Tricia Pini and Barbara Hermann 
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From the Standing Committee 
 

Adding Universalist to Our Common Name 
 

Over the last year or more, the idea of changing our name to add Universalist to its title has been dis-
cussed.  The topic was broached when we discussed the possibility of merging with First Universalist Society 
of Salem (FUSS).  Now that we know we will not be merging with FUSS, we continued to discuss 
the interest in embracing this change that more accurately reflects who we are.  We are members of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association, therefore, this does not require any change in our religious practices. 
At the annual meeting on May 3rd, members of First Church will have the opportunity to vote on changing 
our by-laws to define our name:  First Church in Salem, Unitarian Universalist.   Standing Commit-
tee members welcome any questions or concerns about this change. 
 
Donna Fritz, Chair, Standing Committee 

Social Justice at First Church  
Like Rev. Jeff, the Social Justice Committee rejoices at spring even as the weather refuses to cooperate. Al-
though temperatures remain frigid, we are keeping warm making plans for the weeks ahead. April is a busy 
month on our calendar, and we hope that many in the congregation will partake. 
 

Alongside the UUA's Commit2Respond environmental movement, the Social Justice Committee is preparing 
several ways for First Church to live the 7th Principle. First, Jess Kane has prepared an Environmental Kindness 
calendar with suggestions about how we can all be more conscious of our daily role in the world. The calendar 
includes suggestions for getting informed and for taking actions; it is especially suited to helping youth and 
families be more thoughtful. Copies will be available electronically and in the Cleveland room. Second, Mike 
Giauque has connected with city officials to coordinate a planting activity for late April or early May to coin-
cide with Arbor Day. We are looking for volunteers to help scope the project and participate. If you enjoy get-
ting your hands dirty, contact Mike (mike.giauque@gmail.com) for more details. Lastly, the Committee is mak-
ing plans for a family screening of Wall-E to spark discussion of the 7th Principle and our responsibility to be 
good stewards for our world. Look for more information in the weeks ahead. 
 

April also has a number of other outreach opportunities as First Church continues long-standing efforts with 
Family Promise, Lifebridge, the Salem Food Pantry, and HAWC. From April 12-18 we will be supporting Second 
Congregational Church of Christ in Beverly as they host the Family Promise families. Contact Jess Kane 
(jesskane07@gmail.com) for a list of needed roles or take a look for at our new signup link on the First Church 
homepage. For more information and scheduling for Lifebridge and the Salem Food Pantry, contact Duncan 
Cox (coxes3@verizon.net) and Sally Millice (sallymillice@gmail.com), respectively. On April 26 HAWC is hold-
ing its annual Walk/Run for HAWC fundraiser at the Salem Common. Ben Waxman is leading the team from 
First Church and is looking for more participants. 
 

Lastly, if you would like to learn more about the comings and goings of the Social Justice Committee or help us 
plan the activities for this spring, please come to our April committee meeting. It will be on Thursday, 4/16, 
from 7:30 to 8:30 pm at 29 Upham St., Salem. Email David Radue ahead of time (david.radue@gmail.com), 
and he will send you the meeting agenda in advance. Have a happy Easter, and we look forward to working 
with you on more community projects! 
 

Sincerely, 
David Radue, Social Justice Committee Chair 

mailto:mike.giauque@gmail.com
mailto:jesskane07@gmail.com
mailto:coxes3@verizon.net
mailto:sallymillice@gmail.com
mailto:david.radue@gmail.com
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View From the Garden 
 

First a howling blizzard woke us, 
Then the rain came down to soak us; 
And now before the eye can focus, 
Crocus! 
  Lilja Rogers 
 

As I write this piece on the first day of spring, it is snowing; not only snowing, but accumulating, as well.  De-
spite this rather inauspicious beginning, the Garden Committee has already put spring touches on the urns 
adorning the Church steps.  It remains to be seen how long we will have to wait before the planters thaw 
completely allowing us free reign to create more elaborate installations.  In any event, our plan is to use per-
ennials in the urns, so plant material can be replanted in the garden and perhaps reused the following year.  
Sustainability, conservation, and frugality are hallmarks of everything we do.   
 

As any gardener knows, horticulture is an inexact art, subject to the vagaries of nature and often requiring 
trial and error to get it right.  Sometimes successes are  the happy result of accident, as evidenced by  the self 
rooting willow branches (cut from a friend’s garden and the centerpieces of our summer planters) now situ-
ated in large containers marching toward the office entrance, softening the long expanse of granite wall, and 
illustrating repurposing at its best.   
 

In an effort to maximize our resources, we are asking folks who have gardens to consider sharing your abun-
dance as you divide perennials or deaccession no longer needed specimens.  We willingly offer help digging 
up, splitting, repotting, or transporting your gifts. Speak to one of the Garden Committee members to learn 
more about the specific plants we need.       
 

Begin to look for the first lacy white blooms on the Serviceberry tree, so generously donated by the Henny 
Penny parents.  Normally, it should be in bloom toward the end of April; but this winter was anything but 
normal, so keep your fingers crossed.  
 

It is too early to tell how our garden fared over the Winter, but you can be assured there will be a spring 
clean up.  Stay tuned.  
 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to, underwrote, or donated to our Garden efforts or volunteered 
in maintaining the landscaping.  Our goal is to have the grounds reflect not only the warmth and welcoming 
nature of our Church community and to create a sustainable public gathering space and wildlife habitat, but 
also to reflect the pride we take in the stewardship of  the land surrounding our historic meeting house. 
 

we would welcome the addition of new members.  Besides experiencing the joy of digging in the dirt and ob-
sessing about the latest in garden design, we promise you will have fun.  I think you will find our merry little 
band energetic and creative.  We urge you to consider joining us.  Contact Lynn Taggart or Mary Collari for 
more information: l.taggart@outlook.com, juma98@hotmail.com. 
 

Happy Spring,  
The Garden Committee 
Mary Collari and lynn Taggart, co-Chairs 
Jan Eschauzier, Patti Roka, Iris Weaver, Lilli Nye  



Page  9 The Herald     Vol. 15, No. 8 

Family Promise Update 
Since launching the their program nearly two years ago, Family Promise of the North Shore has helped find 
housing for about 40 people- that’s more than 10 families. Currently they have about 35 families on the wait-
ing list, which means at least 35 children. 
 
 

Who does Family Promise help? 
The guests of Family Promise are always families- at least one parent and one child. Sometimes both parents 
are involved in the program; sometimes a grandmother is caring for children. Sometimes there is only one 
child, sometimes there are three or four. Family Promise offers shelter to a maximum of 13 people or 4 fami-
lies, whichever comes first. 
 

The parents are screened for drug use and a criminal background check is run. Because the program relies a 
great deal on volunteers, no abuse situations are allowed to participate in the program. Those people are re-
ferred to other programs with staff that are properly trained to handle such situations.  
 

Most importantly, this is not a transient population that one typically imagines when you think “homeless”. 
These are hard-working families who’ve fallen on hard times, trying their best to keep their family together 
and safe until they can get back on their feet.  
 
 

How would this work at First Church in Salem? 
We would be assigned to host four weeks throughout the year. Usually this happens once per season, but we 
can request two weeks during summer vacation so as to not interfere as much with Henny Penny.  
 

After carbon monoxide detectors are installed in the 2nd floor classrooms (funding is being pursued now), 
families will be able to sleep in the two classrooms at the end of the hall (that are not used by Henny Penny), 
and a third room would be lent by Henny Penny for that week.  If a fourth family is being hosted, the large 
classroom at the end of the hall can be split for two small families.  
 

We currently have 16 trained volunteers, and a handful of others who are waiting for a training date that fits 
their schedule. A total roster for hosting requires about fifty volunteers, but many volunteers take on more 
than one task for the week (for example, providing one part of a meal, and hosting one overnight). Also, 
there is a list of volunteers from other congregations who are happy to volunteer at other churches, and we 
can send the online sign up to them as well.  This is how many of our current volunteers have found a way to 
begin working with Family Promise.    
 

Dinner could be served in Willson Hall or the Barnard Room, guests would sleep in upstairs classrooms, and 
overnight volunteers would sleep in the Cleveland Room.  Families arrive to the church between 5:30 and 
6:00pm, and depart by 6:30 am the next morning.  All bedding and cots are provided by Family Promise and 
are delivered a Sunday morning before church, set up in the guest rooms for the week, and taken out the fol-
lowing Sunday, again before church starts. 
 

I am very happy to see the growing support within the congregation for our work with Family Promise, 
through volunteering and fundraising.  However, I want to be sure that as we look to become a host congre-
gation, all members are fully aware of what that entails.  I understand there are questions and I’m always 
happy to speak with people about Family Promise and their inspiring and very practical mission. 
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

First Tuesday Film Series 
April 7, 2015 7pm 
 

Origins 
Challenges us to reevaluate our existence in 
the modern world and embrace the sim-
plicity that defined the beginnings of our 
species.  
 

NOTE NEW LOCATION:  
SALEM SATV, 285 DERBY STREET 
 

Free Film Series sponsored by  
Salem Peace Committee 

North Shore Coalition for Peace & Justice  
Women’s International League for  

Peace & Freedom 
Marblehead Peace Committee 

For more information call (978)740-9917 

Walk for HAWC Event  
Sun, April 26 
 

Hey all you uuwannawalk supporters: our 
page is up for this year’s HAWC Walk.  You 
may remember that in recent years, we 
have teamed up with the folks at First Uni-
versalist Society and showed up as a large 
local UU team.  Please use/share this link 
with friends and non-friends, really, any-
body at all. Spread the word and help this 
be one of HAWC’s best years to stop do-
mestic violence. http://
hawcdv.donorpages.com/WALK/
uuwannawalk. 
 

We WILL be heard!!!! 
 

Thank you.  Ben Waxman,  
Board Member of HAWC 

Building A Better Community Event, with ECCO 
The Essex County Community Organization (ECCO) held a meeting in Lynn on Monday night, 
March 23rd. Jeff Barz-Snell, Patti Roka, and I attended. This is the organization lauded by Rev. 
Art MacDonald of the Essex UU church, in a recent sermon when he exchanged pulpits with 
Jeff. 
 

It was crowded with a wonderful mix of people – all colors, most religious faiths, and every-
body interested in improving the ways things work in this part of Massachusetts. It was a high
-participation program, with shared singing and stories, and for a wonder it finished at the 
scheduled time. It was the first time in many years that I was involved with a truly multi-
ethnic group, and it felt wonderfully refreshing. 
 

We discussed two approaches to group action – organizing, researching, then “advising” the 
police department and the criminal justice system. Committees will be set up to address both 
problem areas. Since First U. is not currently a member of ECCO, we may start out by doing 
things independently in Salem. If you are interested, contact Jeff! 
 

Nancy TenBroeck 
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Get Involved/Thank You!!! 
Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted or contributed to Fellowship in March: 
 

Liv & David Radue, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Mary Krigbaum, Mary Collari, Brenda Marean, Genevieve Gilson 
& Erik Bauer, Stewardship Committee, Social Justice Committee and Claire Donaldson.   
Easter Sunday, April 5 will be Community Fellowship. To sign up to host another date please go to the First 
Church webpage at www.firstchurchinsalem.org and click on the Fellowship link. Thank you!!! 

Lifebridge Dinner Team 
On March 28, First Church volunteered, prepared and served dinner at Lifebridge, Salem's homeless shelter.  
Our wonderful volunteers for the December dinner were:   
 

Luce Brandt, Duncan Cox, Susan Engelke, Danielle Euell, Marissa Euell, Justin Graniss, Alan Hanscom, Carol Hed-
strom, Benjamin Hedstrom, Jason Hedstrom, Russell Lane, Paul & Sara Massari, Kylie Pickett, Patti Roka, Lynn 
Taggart, Victor Young Special thanks to Paul and Sara Masari, who not only did the shopping but paid for it 
out of their own pockets.  
 

The next Lifebridge dinner will take place on Saturday, April 25 If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve 
dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the services, or online through the “Lifebridge” link on 
the First Church website’s homepage or contact Duncan Cox at coxes3@verizon.net. 

Flowers  
We would like to thank everyone who donated and ordered flowers during the month of March.  
 

Ordering flowers for the Meeting House can be done  by  making an entry on the sign up form in the Barnard 
Room.  Please feel free to contact the Church Administrator with any questions! 978-744-1551/
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 

Commit 2 Respond     
Over the next month leading up to Earth Day on April 22, Unitarian Universalists 
and other people of conscience will begin a spiritual journey for climate justice or-
ganized by Commit2Respond, the new climate justice initiative led by groups 
across the Unitarian Universalist (UU) faith movement. 
 
Individuals, families, groups, and congregations can get faith-filled resources, en-
gage in powerful practices throughout the month, learn together, and figure 
out how to best shift to a low carbon future, advance human rights, and grow the 
climate justice movement. Get the details and sign up for Climate Justice Month. If you’re part of a congrega-
tion, sign up your congregation or group and save the dates for Climate Justice Sunday and Earth Day 
events.  Go to:  www.commit2respond.org 
 
As individuals, congregations, and organizations, we will commit to take action in each of three ways: 
1. shift to a low carbon future 
2. advance the human rights of affected communities 
3. grow the climate justice movement 

http://www.commit2respond.org/act
http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=wEwn%2FaTK9aE8o5HxjRymNtX2Lr2fsj2a
file:///C:/Users/dre1629/AppData/Local/Temp/www.commit2respond.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Second Sundays Yoga: Come for Yoga, Stay for Church 
Bring the Kids to Morning Movie 
April 12, 9am 
 
Join us for our new monthly program at the First Church.  Each month, on the sec-
ond Sunday, we will host a 55 minute yoga class in the Cleveland Room starting at 
9:00 AM.  Liz Gruenfeld, a teacher and practitioner of yoga for 16 years, teaches the class.  It is geared to-
wards beginner and intermediate skill levels.  So bring your mat and any blocks you might have and join us 
for Second Sundays at the First Church.  Note: While there is no formal charge, this program welcomes dona-
tions of $5-15 by those willing to support great events at the First Church. 
 
Our Instructor:  Liz Gruenfeld has been practicing and teaching yoga for 16 years, and is trained in varied 
styles (Kripalu, Viniyoga-inspired, Samadhi yoga). As an intercultural arts educator, clinical MSW and current 
PhD student, her yoga teaching tends to be trauma-informed, culturally sensitive, and creative-arts inspired. 
She is responsive to different abilities and emotional/physical wellbeing, and is spiritually engaged. She has 
taught on four continents, and values deep aliveness, care, connection, and social and ecological justice.  
 
In addition to Yoga RE Director Deb DiGiulio is offering a Sunday Morning Movie during yoga. Drop the kids in 
Willson Hall and head up to the Cleveland Room for Yoga before church! 


