
I am always surprised when I encounter people from near and far who find our way of being 
religious irksome and even upsetting.   These folks typically fall into two groups.  First, there 
are the fervently religious who have a very definite and specific view about their beliefs and 
about the Bible.  They read the opening statement on our website or listen to me describe 
the First Church and they recoil in irritation or worse at the suggestion that a community that 
calls itself a church would be this open-minded and tolerant.  “What do you mean you have 
no creed?!”  “What do you mean that you don’t have to believe that Jesus is Lord to belong 
to this community?”  What do you mean that the Bible must be read and interpreted 
thoughtfully and with a thorough understanding of its history and context?”  Usually I receive 
a “snippy” comment or email objecting to the First Church in this way and that’s the end of 
it.   
 
The second group is a little more challenging at times.  These are the folks in our own larger 
tradition and the wider community who take issue with our religious society being grounded 
in the Biblical tradition, but open to many other religions as well.  Almost always, these are 
folks who have never set foot in our meetinghouse or attended a service.  There are times 
when I will meet these individuals and when I describe our church, they practically “turn 
their nose up in the air” at the thought of a UU congregation regularly having readings from 
the Bible or saying the Lord’s Prayer or using a covenant that is almost 385 years old.  If I en-
gage these folks, I am often surprised at their lack of basic biblical knowledge and the as-
sumptions or caricature they have in their minds about Christianity and Judaism.  “What do 
you mean that you talk about Jesus?”  What do you mean that you use the Bible on a regular 
basis?”  Too many of our fellow UU’s have conceded the Bible to less informed and meaner 
spirited traditions in my opinion.  I have learned to treat these short encounters as opportu-
nities for me and the other person. 
 
In current parlance, the First Church could be described as a “hybrid congregation,” one that 
grounds itself in the Jewish and Christian traditions that we know best but is open to many 
authentic forms of spirituality and practice.  (Did anyone attend our Diwali service last No-
vember?  It was great!)  Like all of our fellow congregations in the UUA we have no creedal 
test for membership, but rather a covenant, a “pledge” we make to one another and to the 
transcendent each week to “walk together.”  When the music is playing and the kids running 
around and the sermon is being preached it works.  Like all communities we are always in 
process, never complete.  But what we do here makes a difference and I like the voices and 
perspectives and life decisions that I see emanating out of this place.  As Rev. James Luther 
Adams famously wrote years ago, “Church is the place where you get to practice what it 
means to be human.”  By that standard, we are doing quite well these days.   
 
We have a busy month of book groups, Bible studies, homeless forums, organ recitals and 
special services.  I hope you can join us for our weekly journey together.   
 
See you in church, 
Jeff 

Minister’s Musings 
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The Ames Covenant 

In the love of truth  

and the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God  

and the service of humankind. 
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March Schedule of Events 
 

March 1 
 7:30pm Mystic Chorale 
 

March 2 
 - 10:30am Service  
 - RE Mentor Sunday 
 - 12:30pm Bible as Lit 
   2:00pm Homelessness Forum 
 

March  4: Mardi Gras 
 

March 5: Ash Wednesday 
 

March 8 
   9:00am Decorating Committee 
 10:30am Jobs Not Jails Workshop 
 

March 9 
 - 9:15am Stewardship 
 - 10:30am Service  
 - 6:30pm Youth Group 
 

March 11 
 - 12pm Lunch with Pastor 
 

March 16 
 - 10:30am Service  
St. Patrick’s Day/Purim Community Fellowship  
 12:30pm Bible as Lit 
 

March 18  
 - 7:15pm Standing Cmte 
 

March 19  
 - 7:00pm Book Group 
 

March 22 
 Lifebridge, 4:45pm 
 

March 23 
 10:30am Service  
 - 3:00pm Organ Recital 
 

March 26 
 5pm Salem Pantry Bagging 
 

March 29 
 9am Salem Pantry Distribution  
 

March 30: Youth Sunday  
 - 10:30am Service  
 12:30pm Bible as Lit 

Around the Parish: 
 

Among the church members celebrating birthdays this 
month are Betty Nichols and Mimi Ballou.  Betty is a 
member of Alliance and chronicled the work of the Master 
Planning & Implementation Committee, which led our re-
cent construction project.  Mimi is a longtime member of 
the church who is currently the Chair of the Deacons, the 
first woman in our 384-year history to hold that position. 
 

Church member John Keenan announced he will not run 
for another term as Salem's state representative.  We 
thank John for his years of service to Salem, and we con-
gratulate his wife, Kara!  Speaking of John, we know he has 
spent some time in Florida helping his father who is living 
with cancer.  He and his family have been in our thoughts 
and prayers. 
 

Paul Madore spent the better part of February at his 
"Florida office."  He sounded particularly happy when he 
called in. 
 

Lynn Taggart and Nancy Tenbroek are both getting around 
after a long winter of knee replacements and ankle surger-
ies.  Spring will never have felt so good. 
 

The kids in our RE program raised over $540 for their 
charitable project for the year, which is to help Fabio 
Chacon, our Church's Sexton, collect and donate school 
supplies and clothes to poor children in rural Colombia, 
where Fabio was born and raised.  ¡Muchos Gracias a to-
dos!  
 

John Newhall was selected to be a Youth Worship Coordi-
nator at this year's General Assembly of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association.  This was a competitive process and 
we congratulate John for being selected to serve in this 
two-year position. 
 

The First Church hosted a very enjoyable “Downton Abbey 
Fellowship Hour” on February 23 to celebrate (or mourn) 
the conclusion of Season Four that night.  Lots of folks 
donned suitable attire for the occasion including Alicia 
Diozzi, the outgoing Chair of the Fellowship Committee. 



  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
 

Services begin at 10:30am  
 

2 
- 10:30am Service  
- RE Mentor Sunday 
- 12:30pm Bible as Lit 
- 2pm Homelessness 
Forum 

3 
 

4 
Mardi Gras 

5  
Ash Wednesday 

6   7 
 

8  
9:00am Decorating 
Cmte 
10:30am UUMassAc-
tion Workshop 
Midnight: Turn clocks 
forward 

9 Daylights Savings 
- 9:15pm Stewardship 
- 10:30am Service  
- 6:30pm Youth Group 

10 
 

11 
- 12pm Lunch 
with Pastor 
 

12 
 

13  
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
- 10:30am Service  
St. Patrick’s Day/Purim 
Community Fellowship  
- 12:30pm Bible as Lit 

17 18 
- 7:15pm Stand-
ing Cmte 

19  
- 7:00pm Book 
Group 
 
 

20  
 
 

21 
 

22 
- 4:45pm Lifebridge 

23 
- 10:30am Service  
- 3:00pm Organ Recital 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
- 5pm Salem Pantry 
Bagging 

27 
 

28 29 
-9am Salem Pantry 
Distribution 

30 Youth Sunday 
- 10:30am Service 
- 12:30pm Bible as Lit 

31      

M A R C H  2 0 1 4  

Committee Highlight: March 2014 
Garden Committee: Lynn Taggart & Mary Collari, Co-Chairs 
The technical mission of the Garden and Landscape committee is to plan and implement garden projects and organize the 
maintenance of our grounds.  But at the heart of that are two things – to create gracious spaces outdoors that give our con-
gregation places to gather or to meditate in solitude, and to make the grounds of our building reflect the welcome that peo-
ple find when they enter our doors. 
 

We are action oriented, so we expect to meet only a few times per year.  The actual committee needs a core group of people 
to plan projects that would then involve more volunteers to implement, and that’s where everyone comes in.  Every garden 
needs spring and fall cleanups, planting, watering, weeding, and mulching, and the more participation we have the more 
beautiful our spaces will be. 
Aside from major work day projects, we need help with the more regular maintenance chores of mowing, watering, and 
weeding.  We will be looking for a cadre of volunteers that can commit to helping with these recurring tasks during the grow-
ing season. 
 

Our first church-wide work day in the gardens this year is scheduled for Saturday March 22, beginning at 9:30 am with a 
snow/rain date of March 29.  Together we can make our grounds ready for the Easter season, so please try to join us for as 
much of your day as you can spare.  Past experience tells us that fun will be had no matter what the work, and you will get to 
know people in new ways. 
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From Religious Education  
Thanks to the wonderful support of the congregation, Chocolate Sunday 2014 was a great success. The bak-
ing, organizing, and the sale itself went very well and everyone had a fine time. Thanks to our students, mem-
bers and friends who all came together to make this day fun. We earned well over $500 for our Colombia 
Project and all enjoyed some tasty delicacies as well.  Again, thanks to all who contributed to the success of 
the day by baking, buying, and helping to run the event. Chocolate Sunday is always a great day in this 
church! 
 

The new RE Snapshot weekly email has been up and running for over a month now. The Snapshot is a brief 
email to parents and guardians giving a basic synopsis of their child’s RE class from the previous Sunday. I 
have kept this weekly email review purposefully brief for busy families. I would love to hear from our families 
how this weekly update is working for them and if they can suggest improvements.  
 

Youth Sunday takes place on Sunday March 30th.  This is the day that Religious Education classes take over 

the Meeting House for the Sunday Service.  For the next few weeks each class will be using some or all of 

their class time to prepare an informative skit or other type of presentation. One of the objectives of RE Sun-

day is RE Sunday is an opportunity for students learn about the church service and all its components and  to 

give students a chance to showcase what they have been learning in class.  I believe the best part of RE Sun-

day is sharing all of our talented, beautiful, and thoughtful young Unitarian Universalists with the entire con-

gregation.  Please be sure to be here to be part of this special service on March 30th. 

In faith,  
Deb DiGiulio 
Director of Religious Education 

From Henny Penny 
Greetings all, 
It was a welcome back week and a smooth adjustment after our school vacation in February.  It’s hard to be-
lieve that we’re already in the month of March – with spring just around the corner. 
 

We will be enjoying our Mystery Reader Schedule throughout the months of March and April.  This is an excit-
ing opportunity for parents, siblings, grandparents, or special friends to surprise the children at Henny Penny 
with a guest appearance and read a book to the class!  Sign-ups are posted on our secure class website at 
hennypennynurseryschool.shutterfly.com.    
 

The Salem Public Schools will be hosting the Read Trust Family Science Night at the Bowditch Elementary 
School on Thursday, March 13th from 5:30pm-7:30 pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity to visit an interactive 
science exhibition while touring the school...and, it’s FREE!  Also, there are several remarkable performances 
taking place at our Middle & Elementary Schools.  The Carlton School is hosting “The Wizard of Oz” on March 
6th at 6:30, Bowditch is also hosting “The Wizard of Oz” on Saturday, April 5th at 12:30 and 7p.  Collins Middle 
School will be performing “Fiddler on the Roof” on the 3rd, 4th and 5th of April at 7pm!  These are wonderful 
opportunities to introduce your preschooler to theater while supporting our public schools!   
 

Enjoy the sunshine & don’t forget to change your clocks on March 9th! 
 

Kerry and Barbara 



  

Master Planning Committee 

As previously reported the Master Planning Committee (MPIC) is in the process of collecting information on the 
new current state of our building and grounds.  The two major categories of information are open or anticipated 
tasks, and use of the space. 
 

Out of the many inputs we have received in the last couple of months, two important general themes have 
emerged.  The first is accessibility.  Yes, we have made the building accessible to visitors in wheelchairs, but this 
winter has created serious challenges to actually getting to the building.  Parking issues and snow plowing prob-
lems have made it difficult for many, and we suspect that other members have opted to stay home when con-
templating the difficulties of getting to church. 
 

The second is noise abatement and acoustical improvements of Willson Hall, the classrooms, and the Barnard 
and Cleveland rooms.  These lovely and useful spaces are not as enjoyable as they might be, because of the un-
controlled noise levels.  This is clearly a critical issue for the comfort and effectiveness of the RE program, and 
our experience of community and social events could significantly improve as well.  The solutions to the prob-
lems of noise control are several and, we believe, need to be integrated into any short-term project planning we 
undertake from now on. 
 

We welcome your input on these or any other issues or concerns you may have. 
 

The Master Planning (Implementation) Committee: 
Richard Hannah, David Helen, Paul Madore, Betty Nichols, Steve Palmer, Bonnie Hurd Smith 

From the Standing Committee 
Standing committee has been busy continuing to address building concerns. We are very thankful to have many 
wonderful congregants willing to donate their time and skills in addressing these maintenance issues as they 
arise. 
 

First Church sent delegates to the North Shore Voices to End Homelessness- educational forum March 2 and is 
looking for delegates to attend Legislative Breakfast on April 3. If you are interested please contact Jessica Kane, 
jesskane07@gmail.com Standing Committee voted to endorse this program and show support of the many great 
community organizations working to fight homelessness here on the North Shore. 
 

First Church has submitted our paperwork to gain the Welcoming Congregation status from the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association. We will be sure to celebrate as a congregation when we receive notification that we are, in-
deed, approved. Thank you to the Welcoming Congregation Committee and participants for all of your hard 
work, and to the congregation for approving this process. 
 

While spring is fast approaching, we may have a few Sundays yet that warrant use of the fireplace. Any dona-
tions of firewood would be much appreciated! 
 

Charlene Long has stepped down as Chair of Alliance committee, and considering a waning interest this commit-
tee is being put into "dormant" status. Standing Committee would like to formally thank Charlene for her many 
years of service in this role. 
 

Other Committees are also looking for fresh leadership as Chairs are willing to step down. Could you envision 
yourself as Chair of one of our fine Committees? Fellowship, Decorating and Welcome Committees are all look-
ing for fresh leadership. Please contact current Chairs of those committees if you are interested. 
 

Social Outreach Committee is engaging in discussions to consider moving towards more of a Social Justice model 
of work, and would love to hear questions and feedback from the congregation. 
 

Donna Fritz & Jess Kane, Co-Chairs of the Standing Committee 

mailto:jesskane07@gmail.com
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From the Stewardship Committee 

 
 

To begin, THANK YOU for your generous contributions to First Church; we could not continue to offer our 
many programs and services without your financial help! 
 
Year-to-date Member and Friend Contributions 
Through the 3rd Sunday in February, First Church members and friends have generously donated the following 
as compared to the same time periods in 2012 and 2011: 

 
2013-14 $60,809 61% toward our goal of $100,000 
2012  $58,677 63% of total giving of $93,847 

2011  $54,454 64% of total giving of $85,392 
 
Just a quick reminder that the church’s new fiscal year started on July 1st, so these numbers reflect giving since 
then. The Standing Committee budgeted a goal of $100,000 in member and friend contributions this year to 
help support the work and ministry of the church.  This is only $6,000 higher than the actual contributions re-
ceived in 2012.  We haven’t reached $100,000 in giving at First Church before, but we feel this is the year we 
can do it! The church has a lot of great momentum with Jeff back from Sabbatical, significant improvements 
to our building due to our recent renovations, an energetic new sexton, and a growing membership. 
 
We are slightly behind where we would like to be right now.  In order to stay on track to reach our goal, we 
should be around 64% or $64,000, but we still have over 4 months of the fiscal year to go! 
 
Gift to UU Mass Action 
On Sunday, February 9th, Jesse Jaeger, the director of UU Mass Action, was our excellent guest minister.  In 
support of UU Mass Action, the Standing Committee voted to give all unattributed cash from the collection 
that day to support its good work.  The church donated $104 to this worthy cause! 
 
We will be mailing out a progress report for contributions made against your annual and campaign pledges 
sometime in March.  In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns regarding stewardship, please 
feel free to contact Bill Henning at stewardship@firstchurchinsalem.org. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Peter Eschauzier Bill Henning  Natalie Jaeger  Tommy Leon 
Frank Marean  Nicole McLaughlin Steve Palmer   Nancy TenBroeck 
Marlene Warner 



  

Fellowship 
Thanks to all those who hosted or contributed to Fellowship in February: 

Jessica Kane, Chris Finn, Claire Donaldson, Deborah Greel, John Wathne, and The Fritz Family 

In February there were a few special Fellowship Hours: Chocolate Sunday and the Downton Abbey Community 
Fellowship. Both were a wonderful time and well attended, and we want to thank everyone who participated 
and helped make both events so successful. Our next Community Fellowship Hour will be March 16 in honor of 
St. Patrick’s Day and Purim.  

To find available dates for Fellowship and to sign up as a host please click on the “Fellowship” link on the First 
Church website’s homepage.  

Lifebridge 
On February 22nd, First Church volunteered, prepared and served dinner at Lifebridge, Salem's homeless shel-
ter.  Our wonderful volunteers for the February dinner were:   
 
Peter A. Copelas, Duncan Cox, Claire Donaldson, Susan Engelke, Alan Hanscom, Richard L'heureux, and Steve 
Sawtell 
 
The next Lifebridge dinner will take place on Saturday, March 22. If you would like to help shop, prepare or 
serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the services, or online through the “Lifebridge” 
link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Duncan Cox at coxes3@verizon.net. 

Get Involved/Thank You!!! 

Flowers  
Thank you to Carol Hedstrom and Susan Engelke for providing some of our Meeting House flowers during the 

month of February.  

 

Sign up to provide flowers for our services. Special wording can be placed in our weekly Order of Service in 

honor or memory or a loved one, or to commemorate an important event. You can use the church florist for a 

cost of $45, or bring your own creation. Arrangements can be simple or elaborate — the choice is yours!  

There are two ways to sign up: Online by clicking the “Flowers” link on the homepage of the First Church web-

site: www.firstchurchinsalem.org or by completing the sign up form in the Barnard Room. Please feel free to 

contact the Church Administrator with any questions! 978-744-1551/firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com 

Sunday, March 9 
 

REV. JEFFREY BARZ-SNELL FEATURED AT THE PICKERING HOUSE 
Second Sunday Chowder & Lectures at Salem’s Oldest House. Lecture by Reverend Jeff Barz-Snell entitled: 
The Other Renaissance Minister in 18th Century Salem — The Rev. John Prince 
The Pickering House, 18 Broad Street, Salem 
Chowder Lunch:  12:30pm, Lecture: 1:00pm; Members: $20, Non-members. $25 
Reservations are required: To register call (978) 744-4777 or e-mail  pickeringhouse1@gmail.com. 
Linda Dini Jenkins, Executive Director 

mailto:pickeringhouse1@gmail.com
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Jobs Not Jails: Stop 
Mass Incarceration 
Workshop: Saturday, 
March 8 10:30am-
2:30pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church  326 Main Street, Wake-
field 
Jobs Not Jails: A big step forward in ending mass in-
carceration. An organizing workshop on how you can 
help. 
Join us to take part in the Jobs Not Jails Petition Cam-
paign; prepare for a rally on the Boston Common on 
April 26; build a movement to end mass incarceration; 
learn about Michelle Alexander’s work: “The New Jim 
Crow”.  
Please pre-register by emailing endingmassincarcera-
tion@gmail.com or call 978.886.2734. Lunch is avail-
able for $10 or as affordable.  

March 1 and 2 Sunday, March 2 

For Your Calendar: Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 

Saturday, March 8 at 8pm 
 

Boston Gay Men’s Chorus 
 

Outreach Concert 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church 
225 Cabot Street, Beverly, MA 
 

Get tickets:  
Email bgmctix@yahoo.com 
 

Purchase in person: 
First Parish Church 9am-1pm daily 
Casa de Moda, 272 Cabot St, Beverly 
Archer Insurance, 271 Cabot St, Beverly 
 

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the door.  
 

All proceeds to benefit area groups supporting the gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender community.  
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For Your Calendar: Events and Goings on At and Around First Church 
(continued) 

Dennis Fund Organ Recital 
Sunday, March 23rd, 2014 at 4:PM  
First Church in Salem, 316 Essex Street 
Guest organist: Don Glover 
Program to include works by Buxtehude, Bach, 
Franck, Levebure-Wely and Muschel among others  
Free and Open to the public. 

Book Group for Winter and Spring:  Cultivating Compassion 
The third Wednesday of the month, March 19 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
 
The winter and spring is a great time to “go deep.”  Please join the Minister and several other church mem-
bers as we read together 12 Steps to a Compassionate Life, by Karen Armstrong.  In this important and 
thought-provoking work, Karen Armstrong—one of the most original thinkers on the role of religion in the 
modern world—provides an impassioned and practical guide to helping us make the world a more compas-
sionate place. 
  
The twelve steps she suggests begin with “Learn About Compassion,” and close with “Love Your Enemies.” In 
between, she takes up self-love, mindfulness, suffering, sympathetic joy, the limits of our knowledge of oth-
ers, and “concern for everybody.” She shares concrete methods to help us cultivate and expand our capacity 
for compassion, and provides a reading list to encourage us to “hear one another’s narratives.” Armstrong 
teaches us that becoming a compassionate human being is a lifelong project and a journey filled with re-
wards. 
 
To sign up for the book group, please speak with the minister or call the Church Office.   
 For March 19, we are reading Chapters 5 through 9, pp. 105-155.   

Sunday, March 23rd 4:00pm 
 

Dennis Fund Organ Recital 
Guest organist: Don Glover 

Free and Open to the public. 
 

Program to include works by Buxtehude, Bach, Franck, Leve-
bure-Wely and Muschel among others.  
 

The organ in the First Church was built by the New England firm 
of Hook and Hastings in 1882 retaining the casework from the 
Simmons and McIntyre organ built in 1848.  
 

A native Texan, Don Glover studied music at McMurry College 
and East Texas State University, with postgraduate study at the 
University of North Texas.  His past teachers have included 
Francis Hinkle, Dr. John Burkett and Dr. Leonora McCroskey.  He 
has also coached with Susan Ferré. 
 

Mr. Glover spent many years as a choral music teacher in the 
Texas public school system. He also worked as a church musi-
cian, organist or organist/choir master, for 33 years before 
“retiring” and becoming a member of The First Church in Salem, Unitarian. 
 

At forty, Don quit teaching to realize his long-time desire to learn the art of organ building. He currently spe-
cializes in reed voicing for the Andover Organ Company in Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2014 General Assembly Gathers in Providence from June 25-29 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA). Attendees worship, witness, 
learn, connect, and make policy for the Association through 
democratic process. Anyone may attend; congregations must 
certify annually to send voting delegates.  The First Church en-
courages all of our members to consider driving down for a 
day, or two, and taking part in the excitement and programs of 
our annual national gathering of UU’s.   
The theme for General Assembly 2014 is Love Reaches Out.  Religious life in America is changing dramatically 
and rapidly. Fewer people are identifying with specific denominations and most mainline religions are losing 
members in droves. People now find many outlets and places of engagement for their spiritual lives. Current 
studies of faith in America show that there is a movement toward a liberal, fluid kind of faith that doesn’t fit 
with traditional denominational identity and structure… 
A core purpose of our faith is to help people grow in spirit and in service. We believe that our faith provides a 
path for each of us to unlock our transformational capacity to serve the world with love. We want to expand 
our faith not just to grow Unitarian Universalism, but also to better achieve this transformational purpose.  
For more information on General Assembly, go to uua.org.  If you are interested in attend GA, feel free to 

speak with the minister or call the church office.  


